Coachella Valley's
kolden Years

tHE HEIH'E_DF' THE EARLY TR

o —— e — =

=L OWING ARTESAN wa::ﬂt—smxu_ r:!:‘s‘r'—ﬁ:
INSURE ABLNOANT W, i"E’*%f'DELUﬂEIEELLEDTDDALLm___‘

e

ADDRESS COACHELLA LANDO, ANO WATES DUEEEEI:

FODRCPRICE OF T AND A@ FURTHER UE‘TJ'{TEE_“
i =la]= g E LUE B

I"‘:".I‘PHHITE Hl- -Ill‘l n

(Revised Edition]
- The early history of ihe Cdachella '-.I'aH'[:'r County Walar I:_'I_ﬁtr

and stories bout the distovery and developrhent of this sec $2 . Sa g

tion of the Colorado Desart. - per €



Foreward . . .

.. Abmont 2 the verdure which delights ber eyer v the pift of water at the
hand of maw . . " — Vol X of Jobn L Stoddard Lectures on Southern
Califormia 1808,
The image of the desert has long been a hostile one.
Early explorers found the Colorado Desert no exception.

Undaunted early settlers and homesteaders brought the first changes to
this concept, and water provided reclamation’s magic, now apparent in the
Coachella Valley.

The coming of the railroad was an important factor in opening the desert
to settlement. homesteaders were intrepid, curious and determined, and
they brought perseverance to bend the will of the desert to their own plans.

The discovery of the great underground water resources by the railroad
provided the first stimulus and a trickle of farmers. Additional farmers dug
more wells, punched them deeper with hydraulic rigs, put electrically-powered
engines to work and carried the flow ol water to the thirsting, fertile land.

Then came the Colorado River |hmu?h a canal 123%: miles long, convert-

ing hopes and dreams to realities, opening nearly 40,000 acres in less than
two decades.

Water, machines, men and money turned the desert green, from dunes
and brush to farmlands and golf ocurses, from a land of silence to one of in-
dustry and homes, schools, churches and recrealion.

This brief history of the Coachella Valley Country Water District's first
raara is not complele, much has been omitied, but it provides a backdrop for
he distant horizons of this bountiful valley. And while we merely record the
highlights, the following recite some of the incidents that led us to where
we are t . Interviews with former district directors and a few of the pioneers,

present at the time of the organization of the district, reveal in part some of the
early struggles.

Too often our culture is impoverished by the lack of understanding of where
we are, how we arrived, and the price paid for our amival. Your District trusts that
these pages will bring about a greater awareness of the heritage thal belongs
to the living, bequeathed by the early settiers, pioneers and leaders of our
great Valley.

A Roman Ceasar Is said 10 have declared that he had but to stomp upon the
earth and legions would spring up to do his bidding. So men have stomped
upon the Coachella Valley to harvest in a single generation a community
which has leaped into astonished life with astounding vigor. It is still a land for
those with skill and determination.
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Beastifal Codehella Canal, flanked by citrus, wirh smow-capped sennmel peaks forming hackdrp on westnde of Valley,
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District Brings Canal Water Maoic

Irrigated Lands Today Producing $1870 An Acre
Through Vision and Toil of Early Day Pioneers

Concewved in adversiy, orcated 1o meet o desperate need,
nourshed on the faith and determination of pioneers, the
Coachella Valley County Warer District’s story 5 a saga of
reclamation’™s magic.

[t took 30 years for the drama o arrive ar the climax, the
result of heroie effors by many persons. Calorado River water
reached the Coachella Valley in 1948 to quench thirsung soils
and offers woday’s miracle of lands producing $1870 an acre or
TS £ CTOps.

Thie names of the warer distict's heroes are legion, The rall

The Destricn’s story began as carly as 1915 for even then the
need for a supplemental source of water was recognized if the
Valley were to continue to grow and flourish. Land develap.
ment had slowed, worse, water kevels in wells were poing down.

By 1917 wath abour 76K acres of boush eleared from Indian
W;‘Il's ta the Salton Sea, the urgency became more pronoun-
ced.

Tao add 1o the dark horizon a proposal for a project 1o con-
duct water from Baldwin Like and Whitewater River to the
Imperal Valley fell like a bombshell on the Valley in March of

includes such indomitable men as Dy, & 5.
M. Jennings, Thomas C. Yager, K. W.
Blackburn, Chester Sparcy, Dir. Harry W,
Forbes, Truman Grdley, Lee Anderson,
Robbins Rusel, Ted €, Buck, E. Keih
Farrar. Leon Kennedy, to name just 3 few of
thase wheo helped fight the bartles from the
halls of Congres to the corridors of
Sacrarmento and back to !:ﬂd}' soils of this
desert land

The history of the Districr in che
following pages is not in chaprers, bur s
chronalogical. The :l'ﬂrpmt. i there were
such, would be of the fimt period relating w
the frusrating effoms o per lepislaten
{'IL‘II}IiI‘Iﬂ the buil.ding of Boulder Canvon
Dam and the All Amencan Canal, 2nd o
the unrclening cffort made here i the
valley vo conserve the available warer and
pratect the lands from Mood damage.

A second chapter would be thar of the
years berween the passage of che Swing-
Johnson Bills to the rarification of a contract
e build the Coachelta Branch of the All
Amengan Canal, 1t 85 a story of reacnion as
well as interminable delays.

The glred l;h:lpl:l:r migh: well be thyar of
peing the canal constructon underway,
the heare-breaking budget cuts, the inter-
vention of the war years, the impatience
and patience of the Distrier and its people
when it saw the canal construction stop
barcly short of its poal,

Finnally came the water and i3 impace on
the valley's economy. The wildest dreams of
men in the firse 40 vears of this cenouey have
been exceeded. The advent of Colorado
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W.‘.LL IMRIGATE
THE COACHELLA
Frojecd  for lmopoupdlng  of

Water Unidertaken by Lus
Angrles Peaple,

[LOCAL EVETRERIPONTENITE |

RAEALTRECENT, Xov, K~3urs
veyars employod by Fasadena
and 08 Angeclos <apitallsts
arsa mi work Thelween ths
Whitswater Tiver snd Afo-
rongs Yalley on o propect for
impourding and ualsg m large
amount of water im that aee-
thon. Thelr plana provids for
faking waler fram Haldwin
Lake, Arrasire Crosl, Plipes
Creek, Beow Creek and athsr
streama and running it ints
A larga reservolr.  Waler now
pnappropriated from  White=
water Mlvar will alag be taken,
andl tha promolers bolleva
a snfflclent smeunt Wikl ba &o-
cured fo mors Tham jusiify
tha eonallerabia outlay of
money 1Evelved

It In propoaad 1o Jdisposs of
mpatk of tha water in tha
Coachelln Valley for lerigas=
ton purpodss, Tha remiinder
will Ba 1a¥%en 50 the Iperial
YValley for domostlo uee
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1917. Mewspaper headlines in June revealed
i plan proposed at an El Centro meeting. A
vompany headed by Col, W, H. Holabird
of El Centro and F. H. Memill, O. E.
Freeman and W, B, Baker of San Dhcgo and
Laws .-'I.np;r.-ln wils rrp:u'l:n:l FLt] !:u_- COMmECTI=
plating filing on 100,000 scre feor of Mow,
The scheme envisioned an impounding
reseevort tn Morongoe Valley and a canal via
Palm Springs to Imperal Valley to irngate
40,000 acres there and abour 20,000 acres in
Coachella Valley, Power plants were
proposed, Imperial Valley was asked 1o raise
100,000, (See insct szory from Los Anpeles
Times, November 9, 1917)

Mothing came of the projecr, The last
meneon was heard lace in 1917 when Merill
and Baker were reponed 1o have filed ap-
plications to generaie 30,000 horsepower.
The project™s cost of 54,900,000 may have
dampened the carly ardor for the 150,000
acre-foot Morongo Dam, 65%-mibe long canal,
as well as a reservoir ar Marshall®s Dey Lake
(La Quinia Cove} with a five-foor pipeline
1o Impenal Valley., Bup the scheme did
SCTVE 1D E:—t the Valley aroused to seck pro-
tection af it water sounies,

Valley cipzens held mass mecungs in
Thermal and Coachella and K. H. Postleth-
waite, . H. Marbonne, Haines W, Red,
J. A. Gordon, George M. Beach, Alex John-
son and De Jennings were appoinied a
commirtee o devise zccion in June, It was
apparent that the previously organized
Stormwarer District was powerless wo acr.

Petitions were ciwulased to form the Coa-

River water reduced the demand on the underground basin
making possible the development of the arca above Poine
Happy into whit has bocome America’s "Golf Capial™
HPT{'I:E with luxutious homes, polf courses, o junior college,
Mr. San Jacinto Tramway, and recreational-reson develop-
mETiE.

[neerwoven in the sometimes prosaic decails of the carly vears
of the district are then these storics of courage and devotion in
which all Coachella Valley may vake pride,

2

chella Valley County Warer Distnice. The
(Conirened on Fape -{l
COVER PHOTO
STOREFRONT ADVERTISING — There 1909 cxtfzens gof info
rhe E:h‘n'rr in fromi Jg{ Hunrimgron & Swmyihe Srore,
L Ha's firse Post Offtee. From left: first man anknown;
Wellie Huntington; A. L. Pearson; C. B. Exnel, the depury
sheriff: unkunown; C. B. Jomes: J. L. Smythe: Frank MeCarroll
FPawcho Ramernz (Tadian); D, Thomas awd Drase Thoway.
{Frome A. L. Pearson Colleciion)



NOW DIRECTING DISTRICT ACTIVITIES IN SIX FIELDS

Inipecting the warebouse and jé«-_l-_,ﬁ' Jae I';!rl:h:l.‘.l of the Diatrret's Headgwarters on Avense 32 awd Tyler in 1978 are, left 1o maphi: Direc-
tors C. J. Frost, Steve Buxton, Vice President Tellis Codekas, President Raymond R. Rummonds, and Director Willsam B. Gardwer,

ol Directors Have Guided District's Destiny

Thirty men and one woman have served s directors of the
Coachella Valley County Water District during the years of s
EXBICNCE,

Dhirectors and their terms of oflioe follow:

Dr. 5.5 M. Jennings® " [918- 1928 and appointed 1o a lager
term by the Couny of Riverside 1931-33

V. E. Metzlec** 1918-1932,

Ben L. Clary™ " 1918-1932.

M. B. White** 1918-1921, resagncd

C. A, Sparey** 1918-1932,

E. W. Blackbum® ", appointed when Whire resipmed, 1921-
1932

Robbins Russel, appointed wo fll Jennings verm, 1928-1932

T.E. Allen** 1932-1939.

L. J. Anderson 1932-1954

H. W. Forbes** 1932-1945. dicd in office

T.J. Gridley** 1932-1940

Alvah F. Hicks = 1932-1941, resigned.

Jamez E, Pippin® * appoinced by Cicy of Indio 19321933

Ted C. Buck®* 1938-1947, resigned. Appointed 1o serve out
termof G L. Ritchey 1952-34.

J. W, Newman®® 1940-1956, appointed (o0 scrve ot
Gridley's verm when he moved from his Division.

E. Keith Farrar 1941-1950, appointed o serve out Heck's
term, resigned July 1. 1930,

H. L. R]II.'I".I,"F' D5 1950, :ppmmrd: (143 ur|1s|_:|-||.-|c Fesrbes'
term.

. L. Rirchey =" 1947-1952, dicd in office, onginally ap-
poinced 1o seree owr Buck’s term

L. E. Faulhaber 1950 19%4,

L. P. Clause** 1938-1947, appontcd (o complene Farmar’s
terme. 19%0-19%4, renigned.

Anna Elizabeth Melson 19%4- 1958,

Leon Kenmedy® * 1954- 1976, died in office.

Cieanpe Leach 19541977

Raymond K. Rummonds appointed so Clause’s vacancy
19%4-.

A Harold Bromley 195619468,

. |. Frost 1958-

Sidlney Witherow® = 1968-1971,

Walliam F. Lester®* 19711973 died in office

William B. Gardner appointed to complete Lestet’s term

197 4=,

Tellis Codekas appointed o complete Kennedy's term 1976-
Seeve Buxton clected November 8, 1977,

**Digvcased

EIGHT PRESIDENTS
The Desgrict Board of Dircciors has had J:jghl, Frﬂ;:.in:l:-l;nu

prosiding over it since is incepion:

D, 5. 5. M. Jennings — 1918-1928,

’.OW. Blackburm — 1928-1932

D, Haery W, Forbes — 1932-104%,

Ted C. Buck — 1945-1947.

E. Kenth Farrar — 1947-19%0,

lec]. Anderson — 19511952,

Ted C. Buck — 1952-19%4.

Licawn I‘:tl:ll:u:d:,: = 105410976,

Raymond R. Rummonds — 1976-. (Rummonds has served

as Diserict member Colorndo Kiver Board of California since his

appoiniment by Gov, Knighe Feb, 6, 1957.)

]
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Pioneers Men Of Character

Serving on the Coachella Valley Union High School board of
trusiees 20 VEATS, I_:l;mn:”, Yosr was aciive in EroweT ard 'l'l“l!:r'
organizations, OF the early pioneers he declared: “They were
men of charscrer and many characiers, They posscssed sirong
minds whether prospeciors or apruliorsg, What antracied
them here was thewr munds Glled with curiosity, inguiry and
fascination with the challenges, all of which acorued 1o the
benefin of our citizens of woday. ™"




were prosented Dec. 5, 1917, 1o the Riverside County super.
visors, Citzens pold char board that with such a disince the
Valley would be bewer able o protect s water from
“encroachment by ouwside syndicares proposing w ap the
strcam flows, "

At the urging of Dr. Jennings, Awomey Thomas C. Yager,
Chester A, Sparey and others the county water districe law was
considered o offer the best solution o a Valley-wide plan o
protece the underground warers by filing on the strcams en.
tering the Whitewater River basin, o conserve the water en-
wenimg tlic basin, and po seck a supplemenial warer supply.

Why Mot a Coachella Canal?

Peaple had become aware of the cfforts of the Imperial
Irmgatwn Dhstoce o obtain a wew canal o replace the old
Alamo Canal which rapped the Colorado River at Hanlon's
heading below Yuma and carned it through Mexico to a point
near Calexica,

The new proposal would bong a canal oorth af the inter-
national boundary. Iis clevarion would be such thar i could
I-rl:jglllr I_I'IE J:.J'ar Hﬂ‘i :|.|'||:_I I_I'I{' I'Iﬂ-ﬂ'l_l'l l:'l'ld ﬂF Im Fl-:'rl:ll lHIJ.”l":' I:l'|'
graviny fow.

Why not cxtend an eastern high line canal branch to sorve
Coachella Valley?

At an clecaion held I_|'=nu=||':|r 0, 1918, 373 Valley CI[IZENS WENL
to the polls and cast their ballors 324 1o 49 in favor of
ofganizing the Coachella Valley County Water Disonict, By
."l!:l:f i, 1918, a board had been elecied and conwemncd wich Dr,
Jennings is chairman.

One of as first actions was 1o hire A, L, Sondercgpger, an
engineer, o study procedures “vo protect and conserve the
sratus of the watershed, " wo survey the wells from Point Happy
to Palm Springs, laying “‘suress upon the possibilities of
sprcading the storm waters over the area of sand dunes and
gravel beds above Edom s 3 means of conserving water at a
very small cosr.

Sondercgger as consulting engincer was o roocive $150 a
month. The Dsorct |:|r|_Fu|:|.' 11 &ct the |!'m|.'|y.-t'|: ar S0, M5

Then followed the fist in a long-drawn serics of actions
spanning 30 years which led wo building the Coachella Branch
of the All American Canal and the delivery of the first warer
through the dissribugon system in March 1948,

The distrsct’s counsel, Tom Yager, a Coachelln atomey
whase offices were ar Sith and Vine, was inssrucred "“to get all
information possible on the Laguna Peaject, from the Depar-
tment of Interior.” By October 1918 Yaper was abso instructed
o file on unappropratcd waters of Whitewater and Spow
Creck,

Releniless Struggle Beging

Thus, in routine actions, the new diseict board cast the die
of whar was o become a relentless struggle for recognition of
ity meed for Colorado River water and prowection of the un-
derground warers.

By Decernber of the Dt year o conrracy had been ler for
S1800 1o build the Whitewater Spreading 'Works over 960 acres
of Southemn Pacific lands and government lands,

On December 8, 1918, ar a mass mecting of the people of

WORK HORSE AT SALT WORKS

This litele sieam engime war wred @i the New Liverpool Salrwarks e che 1880 wntil the Colorado River froke throngh imigation
beadworks and Towed unimpeded tnvo rhe Salton Sink from 1905 wneil 1907, The saftworks were snnundated but thes engine way
taken to Indo rarl yards for sorage. Walter Pudidfer, Oanr area rancher, recalled seeting the engine in Indio on o platform on fuly 3,
1907, {r was befieved to be one of fwo wred to more salt laden cars to and from the works for salt shipments by rail from Southern

Pacific's Salton siding. (Enpine crew wnidentified.)

— C. ¥, Hisrorrcal Society Colfeciron



the Valley. the board was given a mandaie for action on an All
Amenican-Highline Canal and the board mamed Yager and ] L.
Rector to approach the Deparument of Interior. Two days laer
the board was advised thar s carlice reeguest to the governmem
had been mer and thar all public lands i the Whitewares
spreading area hiad been wathdrawn from public entry.,

By March of 1919 direcrors had mer with other ingercsis on
the new canal proposal, and Dircctor Clary had reporved thar
during a visit to Laguna Dam, the government was *anxious to
apen lands for soldiers. ™ Veterans organizations were pressing
for government support and action because thousands of acres
ﬂfp:uhlih lands would become available for homesicad eneries.

There were many otganizations supporting the canal
proposal. Among them were a Los Anpeles group of lan.
downens called the *“West Side Imperal lrcigavion Discrice'”,
the Imperial Lapuna Water Company, and Imperial Irrigation
Diserict, Mark Rose, an Imperial Valley rancher, who was
pushing for apening of the East Mesa lands, was engaped by
the Coachella District for $100 2 month o represent this valley
along with Tom Yager in a meesing wich Secrecary of Interior
Lane in May

Meanwhile suream pavging stavions had been placed in the
upper watershed i Millard, Tahguitz, Whitewaier, Potrero
Wash, Palm Springs, Falls and Snow Creck, The fimt warer filings
were made with the stare 31 2 cost of $300.

Telegrams w0 Yager in Washington late in May 1919
proposed that the Coachella Valley ““go it alone on a highline
canal”’ and sever connections with the West Side I perial
lerigarson Disercr.

The District direcred Yager wo specify thar 9000 cubisc feer

per second ditch for the four districes involved was not enough™

but that he should seck a **full sized ditch™ and wrged him w
remine the government thae power should not be pencraced at
the expense of irtigation warer.

Firsr Dinsyricr Caoneracy
On June 3 Yager was asked to approach the Depanmemt for

ol - e . P

a contract for o survey of the hiph line canal. Yapger did presem
that contrace which was secured from Secretary Lane. O July 3
the Diserict entered ineo the Dise of many futore contraos witk
the federal government, The board woued 55,000 toward the
contrace for 3 survey of the canal around Coachella ¥alley “an
ar before 54![ll. 1%, 1919, The Wes Sude Dasinct didn’t hke
the contract and withdrew.

Yager, to suppon the Disarict’s request for the survey. of-
fered a crop repont during the Ketner Bill heanngs on the
proposed projece in which he claimed BODD acres were under
cultivation duning the year 1918-1919 with a crop value of
more than $1,000,000, (The list included %00 acres of onions ag
SH00 an acre, 00 acres of canmaloupes, 500 acres of dates
costing aboue $30 o §7% an acee to develap.)

On February 5, 1920, the diroe moved ies offices ingo
rooms in the new Masonic T:-mrl: Building at the corner of
Simrhy and Elnl'.dnupc in Coachella,

THEY BURNED UP ROADS

Mrs. Thomas (Eva) Hunsucker recalls 2 wale abour 5an-
dy Corner being atop a dune about 1917, The ranchers
kept the rues of the roads well packed with suraw and
brush to keep the car from being stuck and make the
irips by wagons easier on the horses,

"There was considerable consternation when one hot
aftermoon someone accidentally dropped a lighted “roll-
your-own’ on the road and the road bumed up!™

She also recalls the Coachella Valley Home Telephone
and Telegraph Company with ceneral offices in Thermal
having only two lines into Indio and limiting wse of the
phones from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. “The rest of the hours
were imited (o emergency use only,”" Mrs. Hunsuckeris
the daugheer of the late |, W. Newman, pioncer and
long-time member of the water distnicr board,

DOS PALMAS SITE OF HISTORY AND TRAGEDY

These crude markers indicate bow prive travel war throuph the valley on the ofdf Bradibaw Roao throsph Salt Creek Warh to the
Colorads Rreer. Photo taken mear old stage stavion st Dor Palmar, Marker sayr V'Baby Wikre, Borme December 1903, Herman
Ebrenberg, founder of whar laver became Ebrenbrerg, acrous from Blyche on Artzoma wide of river, war killed by a rewegade Indian ar
shis station on Oclober B, 1866, Ebrenbery was Indian Apent for Colorado River Reservaiton ar the time. He way acirtee 1n iurveying
and mining alomg wirh Arzons proneer Chafres D. Postow,



Yager had presenved a bill calling for the survey of the canal
route including Coachella Valley in any All Amercan Canal
studies through Rep. Smith of Idaho.

The direcrors had been sdvised no bill before Conpgress could
be passc ) in this session providing appropriation for the canal
or providing for underwoning of bonds issued by the distrces
for the All American Canal,

WATER PREDICTION

Prafesor Willam T, Blake, peologist and mincralogis,
with the Lr. B, 5. Williamson cxpedition 1w determine
frasible railroad routes in 1853 descnbed the physical aspect
of the Coachella Valley and Colorado Deseri. In his repon
he made & wery indcresting pouvt that peodected anesan
water would be found beneath the surface of our valley, His
prediceion was not fulfilled for 3% years. In 1888 the
Southern Pacific obained small anesian flows at Thermal
and Walers (Mecca), and six pears later 2 successful well was

¢ chowen ar what was then known as Waliers, according

o Walter C, Mendenhall, 1999,

—_—

The dircerors voiced their opposition 1o the Soldier’s Per-
formance Right becawse there was no guaraniee for the soldicr
o eetain land, bur offered oppomunity for land specalatson,
They opposed the Mead Amendment “because it would noy
make the State of California share proporionate cost of the
canal and would mke land of Imperial Laguna Company.”* The
dissrict did not appeove and “‘vould net approve any bl tha
would give Impenal poor water nghs.”’

Diclays and obstacles confrented the desert arcas in goining
legislaon through Congeess, and the firt opposition was
publicly noted by Amcrican landowners in Mexico 1o the
proposed All American Canal. Mexico was guaranteed half the
flow of the diversion canal and gave no financial support to
maintaining levees and canals, which had long irraced
inrigarors in Imperial Valley.

On August § the districr finally appropriated $5000 for work
by the Reclamation Service calling for a survey and in.
vestigation of the proposed All Amesican Canal o doermine
lines and contour of the canal 1o serve Coachella Yalley. The
board had also adopied 2 budger of §25,120

Board members were aware of the need for action o op
flowing wells which were “"waning warer” and to file on
strcams. A filing was made on Tahquitz Creek and effons were
discussed o “delimit use of waters™ in the watershed 10
present acquired rights of appropriators.

On November 19 through the cffors of the CV board a
mecting ‘was held with the Imperial Board and Reclamation
Director Arthur P. Davis regarding the d Boulder
Canyon Dam Project. It was agreed 1o make Davis final arbirer
in the award of benefits and damages.

On Jan. 1, 1921, the board moved into the old bank
building owned by Charles McDonald, ar a §25 a month rental
to be shared by the CV. Stormwater Districr. The Firs
Mational Bank had moved o a new building ar Sixth and Vine
in Coachella,

In April the board requesied the government 1o make per-
manent the U, 5. Public Water Reserve No. 56 created at the
request of this Dsarct™" in the Whitewater spreading area.

O May 15, 1921, the board advised it would advance ad-
dirional moncy above the $5000 alecady approprated for the
Kincaid Bill survey in the amount of $1000. W, P. Rowe, water
Engincer, wis ht:init em in stream gauging and in taking
measurements of all wells across the Upper Valley.

i

Meanwhile Yager, Jennings and other members of the board
were attending mrﬂinf:- in San Dicgo, Los Angeles, Riverside
and El Centro as the All American Canal and Boulder Canyon
Dam projects began mo be ted into one congressional action,
with Southern California’s metropolitan arcas and power
ugilivies expressing suppor,

R. W, Blackbum On Boad

On June 2, 1921, Director M. K. White resigned since
buisness was raking him out of the Valley and K. W, Blackburn
was named his successor,

Efforts of power companies, including Southern Siceras
Power Co., o file on waters in the upper basin caused the
board o urge the state o halt all new wses and limit ap-
propeidtons o present wies, A filing was made on Snow Creek,
andd action was aken oward an enlarged water resorve, in-
cluding a 99 year lease with Southern Pacific. Legislaton was
sought to permit storage of floodwarers for beneficial uses, and
to spread warers of vanious creeks. The board 's actons were en-
dorsed by the chambers of commerce and the Coachella and
Oasis Farm Ceniters. _

Yager retumed o Washington the momth of July to
represent the disirice at hearings on the Kincaid Bill. Yager
urged thar power created by Boulder Canyon Dam provide
funds for expansion of the project and agriculiural develop-
ment and not be contracted with municipalivies, The *'Los
Angeles Power Grab'" was protested by ozl and county farm
burcaus.

Together with the Impenal board, the Coachella board, con-
sidered whether the Boulder Dam should: Prowvide irmigation
water for land capable of being imigated: regulate the fow of
the river for flood protection. and provide development of
power. they further argued thar the project cost be dissributed
equally over irmigated scecage; that the power generated be an
asser and exch acre receive a proportionate share of credit from
power sales; that il not buile by the U. §. the districts retain the
right ot participare in cost of building. The majority of the Im-
perial board were in favor of aligning with the Ciy of Los
Angeles and power company, both agreed a joing plan was
necessary and put the matter over to later. The Coachella Dis-
trict kaner went on its own in the above program and “T:d the
Sccretary of Interior o enter tnto contraces with districts
sharing equitably the coss.

Telegrams were sent o Mevada and Anirona asking their
concurrence, Nevada's state engineer expressed opposition o
the Colorado River dam. Arnzona agreed on three poinis —
irrigation, flood protection and power — but would net com-

mit otherwise. Los Angeles and the power companics agreed to
the resolution in principal.
Coacliclla Prodesis Action

In September 1921 the boards of Coachella, Imperial, Palo
Verde and City of Los Angeles met and agreed 1o send
represcntatives to Denver to meer with the Reclamagion Service
Dhrector Davis. The Coachella board filed a protest against the
City of Los Angeles” power application to use Boulder Canyon
site for power purposcs because the sic was needed for
regulation of river floods and storage of irmigation water. Yager
was direcred o prepare a bill covering development of the
lower basin and submic it in Washingon afver the Impernal
Crstrice indicared it would do nothing to *'bring about an carly
sertlement of the Lower Colorado River Basin, ™’

On Movember 17, 1921, the board authonzed a new con-
pract and funds toward Boulder Canyon Dam sive studics,

K. W. Blackburn was named to atrend a Phoenix conference
of the Colorado River Commussion headed by Herbert Hoover,

(Continwed on Page &)
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Eight Served As District Presidents . . .

I there Bicentennial years of our mation s fosnding, i i firiiag thar we
bowar thore early settlers of thii paliey and the water disinct’s boards of
directors who bave piven ni owr benpage through imipired wiviow and
dedicaied effarii. So or ir wivh piearure sie Board of Direciorn prresenids fbo
revried ediiron of our popular 1968 'Golden Year:™ tn the renewed bope
what 1ty pablication will encowrage appreciation of the undawnted feader.
whip of pivore wio bave prececdea wi,
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EARLY DAY HOLD UP?

Ther youmgiter poinis & wooden piitol i restasrant on Fargo m
Inctio alout 1920, C, W, Kmg'r real estate office and o5 Cash
Groeery i Sackgrownd on Farpo Street,

— €. V. Hrporsweal Socsety Collechion

He apended hearings abo in Sali Lake City, Grand Junaion,
me and Denver in March 1922, Thas same maonth the
board members were all returned o office in a districe election.
In April 1922 the board was unhappy vo learn that Rep. Phil
Swing had faled to insent “"Coachella Yalley™ in the first
Swing-Johnson Bill which proposed 0 appropriae  §45.
millien for the Boulder Canyon Dam and $2% million for the
All American Canal projeer. :

Under this bill Coachella was 1o be included as “oumside™’
lands, lands suiside the Imperial Irrigation Discrict, and 40%
of the canal cosis were 1o be cha Nr:huﬂ.‘ lands. Yager rold
the board “‘outside lands would be forced 1o finance the

roject with 3 heavy obligation already charged against them.
ﬂt"ith the bill reading “from Lapuna Dam 1o Coachella and Im.
perial Valleys' we could demand portion of the appropriation. ™
Coachells Demands Inclusien

The district wired Swing of its opposition: ""We canmnot amd
will not be set aside . . . withour receiving just consideration
and compensation for our cffores . . . bill must specifacally stare
that it is for building of an All American Canal and High Line
Canal ro the Impenial and Coachella Valleys . . . Improvermenis
below Laguna Dam should ot be solely F!II; the benefit of lan.
ds in Imperial County bue should include lands in Riverside
County aswell , ., "

The battle lines were being more firmly drawn, lines thar
weee not to be resolved for twelve years and three more Swing
Johnsan bills,

Engincer Sondercgper was desermining the needs of the
Coachella lands 1o be irmigated. University of California peaple
were making surveys and studics s to crop needs for warer and
possible areas to be irrigared. Sondercgger fixed the
preliminary water use figure at 2.7% acre feer per acre. Sware
Engineer W. F. McClure drafied 3 proposed ;rn.'mml bet-
ween the states of the Colorado River Basin and a conference
was sct at San Dicgo _

The Colorado River Commision was o meet in Sana Fe,
Mew Mexico, on & “'coam agreement  providing for the
equitable distribution of the warers of Colorado River and irs

tributaries.’” Awomcy Yager was named 1o represent the
Valley ar this compact meeting. The Board adopted a budger
of $15.000 for the year 1922-23. Hﬂllmuhnnll.;ir:cmr Diavis
advised the districy he was proposing a $0-%0 split of Colorado
Riwer water ag Lee Fenry,

Colomdo River Compact

As Yager left for the Santa Fe meeting the board ordered an
abstrace of recorded warter rights on the Whitewater indicating
that while the river bills were paramount the interest in protee-
tson of present warer was not lagging. Yager reponied from
New Mexico that the commission had ser up three priofities on
water (1) agricultural and domestic use, (2) power. and (3)
navigation, and the wial for the lower basin was st m
7. 300,000 acre fect per vear, The upper sates were to guaran-
tee 7V -million fect for a ton year pﬂi-ud. and nog drpim the
flow of the river below 4-million acre feet in any one year. The
burden of supply of water wo the Bepublic of Meoxico was o be
equally proportiened beiween the upper and lower basins,

Interest was eleciric. Dr. Jennings held the board on call.
Thimeen board mectings were held during the monch of
MNovember 1o December 2, in fact from Junc 1922 wo January
26, 1923, the board held eaght regular, eighe speceal, and 12
adjourned meetings. it was a crucial period of legislation and
agreements that would heind the course of the future. The
board wh: w exclude present water rights before any
divisson of the river was agreed on a 50-50 basis. Yager wired
he was returning home with 2 copy of the compact signed on
Movember 24,

The board met 1o discuss the compacr. Wires were sent o
Bep. Swing, Sen. Johoson, and mectings weee held with m-
perial, Ciy of Los Angeles, and Secretary of Commecnce
Hoover. Yager was named o represent the disrion in
Washington, He was advised 1o draw a canal contrace with the
Deparvment of Interior and present it for approval and later
sigming. (He was 10 vears voo carly.)

An amendment was sought to the Warer Districe Act o
permin the districe 1o develop power on Whitewarer sereams
and the right to contrace with the Uniced Staces the same as
irrigntion districts. The Districe decided 10 enjoin the San
Gorgonio Power Company from additional water on the
Whitewater since they had Bled for more water than was
available wnder presern filings. The districe suppored &
ﬁmpnnl for a branch office of the Deparnment of Water

esources at Los Angeles. Lesiglation and water filing maters
required four special meetings in March 1923, In May the
Dhistrice proposed that the povernment withdraw all lands from
public enmory Iying on the debris cones in the water shed reserve,
Yager also reported amendments wo the warer districr aer had

bath houses of the state legrlature, and they were
signed by the Governor on May 11,

The board heard George H. Maxwell, Anzona, Colomdo
River Association director, propose in licu of Boulder Canyon
Dam and All Amercan Canal Act, a dam be built ar Glen
rJﬂj'f‘Ol'l. and an Arizona high line canal. He said his starte
waiild carry out the project regardless, (Fory vears barer, 2 dam
was completed at Glen Canyon and Arizona bad wamed it
would build its own Central Anzona Project if legislation
which has been accepaed by the River basin was not passed. )

In Junc 1923, W, P. Rowe, civil engincer, was authorized o
make a reconnaissance study of a canal roste from north Blythe
actods the Blythe mesa, and Chuckwalla Valley, 1o the foachills
north of Coachella Valley. It was feared that the proposed state
highway bridge over Whitewater would reduce the spreading
arca, Lager it was decided it would reduce it only 20 scres,

(Continsed on Page 71)



78 Put Their Names on the 1917 Petition for District

Who were the 78 men and women who put their signatures
on the perition o establish the Coachella Yalley County Waver
Diesgrict?

A wpewriteen copy of the oniginal peviven sewing forth the
prnpmn! boundarics contins the names of many of the
valbey™s first familics.

A, B, Pikch, Riverside County Clerk, certified the petition
filed December 5, 1917, which led to the county supervisors T
F. Flaherty, Chairman, C. D, Hamiwon, ). T |‘l.1.|'|:.r|ﬂ.r:| A,
Packard, and John Shawver, holding the hearing than same day,
sciting the date af election for January 3, 1914,

Polling places were designated as follows: Coachella—school
house: Cauhilla and Thermal (Consolidared)—Thermal
school: Indian Wells—=Blair's Barn: Mecca—school:
Cabazon—Palm Springs railroad stavon; Edom—Mr, A, M.
Sullivan residence; Indio—ichool; Strawberry and  Palm
Springs {consolidated j—Dieser Inn

The names of the 78 petitioners as recorded by County Clerk
Pilch arc as follows in order of signarures and voting precinet:

De, Scwart 5. M. Jennings, Mecea; Leroy A, Newhouse,
Coachella; John Albert Baron, Avery B, Parker, ]. A, Gordon,
Geo, M, Beach, C. A. Swanson, B, Thompson Webb, Ther-
mal;

Charles I3, James, Meoca; Kendrick Chamberlin, Gearge W
Phelps, Harold [, Sternberg, James William Smith, Mrs, Mellic
K. Smith, Mecca: Edward M. Ruoff, M. C. Von Rader, Fred
Clare Smythe, Joseph H. Ramsdale, Coachella;

- &

Hl.l'r.;lh ﬂ:ln |'|;|.'!.".I|.:t||. H:.rl'irt E, H:}'w:l.rrl. Thrrl:'l'|1|; Livisis
H. Killey, John L. Smythe, E. W. Judy, Coachella; [ssag
Goble, Thermal: Edward M. T. Bumen, Laurence H. Paul,
Mrs. Venna E. Mathews, James E, Mathews, Coachella;

Alfred M. Thayer, Mrs, June M. Leach, Duncan C. Mclamy,
George Mell Beach, Thermal; Alex Johnson. Indio; Bertha W,
McLarry, Mattie |. Barton, Thermal; Curo L Johnson, Indio;
Ray Swartz, David Thomas, Coachella;

W, C, Gruendike, Charles Albert McCormick, Coachella;
Albert Henry Bacon, B, W, Voue, Mecca; Mrs. Lillizn D, Ellis,
Ward M. Fancher, Hazel Fancher, Frank M. Stanley, Mrs. lona
T. McKenzie, Indio; Leland L. Fillmose, Charles 5. Henry,
Mrs, Meda E. Hemey, Theomeal;

Austen A, Smch, Effah K. Smich, Hattie K, Baker, Indio:
Mes. Linpie B. Jennings, Mrs. Emma F. Ferpuson, Francs M.
Ferguson, Herbert Cale, David Earl h{a;jll, M., Anme L
Cole, Alben F. Waknice, P. M, Culley, Meoca;

Mes. Anna M, Culley, Mrs. Laura B. Reeves, Mecca; Chas, B,
Jones, Thos., C. Yapger, William B. Faries, Coachella; Sumner
. McPhecters, Alvah Crooo Hayward, Clarence H. Hollis,
Thermal; Eugene Homstmann, Acthue M. Thomas, Coachella

LeRoy A, Pawley, Benjamin T. Laflin, Jesse A. Ivy, Lorenzo
A. Mallory, Ausein B, Marin, Theemal; H. H. Middlcwon,
Loulie M. Howell, Vivian H. Webb, Thermal;

Clarence A, Mawnce, 5. A, Stone, R, I, Howard, Joel P, Ivcy,
Emma E. Ivy, G. E. Stone, Robert P. Howell, |. Ben Ivy, Alice
C. Howard, Thermal

|

WHERE"S THE MECCA SCHOOL BUS?

Enmroute to Mecca Grammar School in 1914 were these youngrters wirh their fumch boxes. Om rear with books Cecelia Fowlkes, drver
war Viodes Foulkes. Seated with bat and coat Rosalie Foulbes (Mr, Clair Johnson), Mildred Waite, seanding i Daved [, Foulkes, two

boys on end are Farasley brothers.

— . V. MHirtorical Society Collection



RIGHPOINTS IN DISTRICT S RISTORY

Ocr., = Mow. 1917 — Petitions circulaved, sipned by 78 vouers,
asking election on incorporation of Coachella Yalley Coumy
Warer Dhstrice. Motices published Coachella Valley Sub-
ITArree

Dec. 5. 1917—Petition filed. County Supervisors approve,
set election. Motice published The Date Palm.

Jan. %, 1918—Election held in eighr precincs. Vore was 324-
For, 49-Against, Toral vote 373, Indio cast only one vote again-
1. Coachella and Indian Wells two against. Edom and Gray-
Cabaron cast no votes for and 21 againse.

Jan, 16, 1918—Secretary of State Frank C. Jordan certificd
INEOTPOranion.

March 1, 1918 =—=Petitions of nominations filed for five can-
didates for board of directors: Ben L. Clary, Dr. 5. 5. M. Jen-
nings, ¥, E. Mewzler, Charles A, Sparey, Macshall K. Whae

March &, 1918—5Supervisors set electon dare.

March 26, 1918—203 vored . March 29 canvass showed f.|:lf‘!.'
199; Jennings 198; Merzler 201: Sparey 184: White 198, In
Cabazon & Gray (Comolidated) precino none vored, not cven
election board.

May &, 1918—Board met and urﬁani.znl Metzler, secresary
pro-term; D, Jennings, president. First official acoion declared
thar Charles A, Sparcy was same person a5 Chester A. Sparcy,
and appointed him to the term,

191 9—Dvistrice entered into first contract under Kevner Ball
for government survey of All American Canal route.

1921 —Diserict enters into second povernment contract w-
der Kincard Bill for reconnaissance survey of canal roure to Im-
pcr‘ii:t_l and Coachella Valleys, and Boulder Canyon Dam site
studics,

1922 —Furst of four Swjngajnhnmn halls was ineroduced for
development of the lower Colorado River Basin, including

Boulder Canyon Dam and che All Amencan Canal, In 1923,
1926 and 1927 the later Swing-Johnson bills were introdwced
The Colorsde Compace was signed at Sama Fe, N.M_, on
Movember 24 propomioning the water of the Colorado bet-
ween thc upper anel loweer Basin states,

1928 —Swing-Johnson Bill (Boulder Canyon Propecr Act),
jabtitets Eigllrri hy President Hoaver.

1934 —=October 15, water district signs contract with Bureau
of Reclamation for building Coachella Branch, and comman
woarks of All Amencan Canal, 1o cosr 815,500,000,

1937 —Swormwarer districe merges wath Water Diserice.

1938 —Construction of Canal branch starts, Work haleed
aboast 10 miles southeast of Mecca due to "Waorld War 11, Woark
resumed in 1944 and canal completed in June of 1948, Present
|:|.—.|.|:|-:|u:r|1.'n Wt nl.*ruj:lﬂ-rl:l.']ul.'!.' 1

1947 —Caoachella Valley vores approval of 513,300,000 comn-
vrace dated Dec. 22 with Burcau of Reclamacon for construc-
tion of underground water distribunion system, drainage works
and flood protection syszem.

1949 —First wacer from canal officially delivered in new un-
derground distribution system March 29 10 Russel-Alexander
Ranch near Theomal via Laseral 998,

1961 —Disericn eners the domestic water freld wich 1,100
WALET USCES,

1963 —Diserice coneraces for 23,100 acre fect of Nosthern
California warer from Stare Water Project,

1964—Dhistrice voers approve Rehabilitation and Beer-
ment Loan of §7,160,000 o provide impovement of canal,
waner delivery system, equalizing and verminal reservoirs.

1068 —Driserict entered the wastewarer reclamation scrvice
with purchase of the Palm Desert Country Club sysiem,

ARTESIAN WATER SPURRED EARLY LAND DEVELOPMENT IN VALLEY

A cup of cool water i taben from 1his fowing artedign well in the Thermal-Arilis area where wmuch of early trrigaiton development

wets cemiered, Showwn s My, Jodve Leack im 1906,

1]

C. V. Hiatorgal Society Collectinn
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THEY CAME IN WAGONS DURIMG THE EARLY PART OF CENTURY
In the prciarer above you see @ permod of abour 20 of the firsr years of Coachella Valley derelopmreny. Top— Typecal of tie moole of

arrival of many of the early settlers, Cemter—The city of Coachella 1903 looking sowtd on Frows Street ow whar o wow Cerapefras
Bled, (Highway 111), Naose firit Coschells School on far rnphst, and well in cenver of Grapefruir dralied by Sowihern Pacific rn 18805

a¢ what war fhew calfed Il'"r_lcl-.-.!'sl.&w. Bosramr—Mare Sireer Palme Sprmer abowst 1920 F.ﬁ'ﬂlt'.'ﬂ_l.! Ot Adler's Ked Frowry Reifaureni af
right, Bumber's Garape in center, Nellte Coffrran i coltape resort wosda dv beyord Bwmker's
Top photo Orbo Moore Collection; Bottom swo A. L. Pearson Colfection
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First Railroad Traing Ran From Indio 1876

Crews Encountered Many Hazzirds While Fliuill;.{in]ar From Pass

Dana Supplied by OTHO MOORE

The Sowthern Pacific Railroad operated its liem crain from
Ind s e H:!.' 20, 1876, bun rﬂ.l:l'ling leedos weas m-:':ch,' frari af
the effort that had its roods in chee year 1861

It was in that year thar the “Big Four’ Colls P, Hun-
tington, Leland Stanford, Mark Hopkins and Charles Crocker
farmed the Central Pacific Ratlroad to banld a transconiinencal
Ik from Sacramento cast over the Sierra MNevada

In 186% the Southern Pacefic Railroad was or gamni e to Bnbd
lines from San Francisco to San Dicgo and eastward o mect
rails being proposed o reach westwand from MNew Dileans, A
povernment survey had been conducied by L, B, 5 William-
son in 18%% which recorded for the fusg oumie the San ["iq'-rp:nlrlnl
Fass, the only onc on the entire Pacifi slope

Demands Suevey

Hunungen dreamed of a railroad from Los Angeles cast 1o
conncct several other roads and New Odeans. He tricd ins
teresting. Eastern bankers in the projece and had won them
over. But onc of the natwon's financial wizards, Me E
Harriman, demanded a survey of the route which was stared in
1871

The survevors for the Southern Pacific rowie reached the sie
of Indio on March 23, 1872, They repored char this poing was
halfway berween Los Angeles and Yuma, 132 miles o Los
Angeles and 612 miles 1o San Francisco, Others of the “'Big
Four®® were also among Seurthern Pacific's backers,

Harriman studied the engineet’s reports and Hunongron's
proposals. He became enthustastic and interested other in-

vestaors o back the Southern Pacific.
Santa Fe Interested

About this rime another company was cXpressing an ineres
i hu:rdiug i Live to the wedi coasi, ]1 waL thie Fademinnes o the
Achezon, Topeka & Sania Fe which was surveying a route by
way of Mecdles, Barstow and San Bernardino o Los Angeles.
This challenped Southern Pacific officials and spurred their ef-
fores. lin 1876 Charles Crocker had driven a gold spike at Lang
incar Palmdale) completing the San Joagquin Valley Tink
wiich hinked Los Angeles and San Franciseo

Rivalry became apparent between the two companics and
specd on completion was the order. The one from Santa Fe
west 0o Los Angeles and the other from Les Angeles o Yuma,

Hll'll':ll.rl: e ::ilﬂ:l.lll. WS 1'1“«'«' JI‘I-:' IJI'H'I:iIll.l.\. Huljllfr‘- U"rl'l.l.
horse drawn wheel scrapers and men with picks and shovels,
Huge crews were orpanized and worked with remarkable
11:-r:u|

The sub-grade was bauilt with the scraper, then ties were
placed, rails laid and spiked by hand labor with spike and
maul. Then imporned, screened gravel was placed between the
taici, and now the gandy dancers, a nickname for the men
opcrating the tamping iron bars, complered the foad

To keep the large coows in supplics of both matcnal and food
was o small job and often lack of materal would hold wp
praggress for days

(L. Eric Bergland and 10 men and 26 mules made 3 scoond
expeditien i 1876 from Los Angeles vo Ehrenberg, thence o
Yuma and back thru Canzo Creek, Warner's Valley, He lefi
Loz Amgeles February 13 and scached Ehrenberg on March 3

I
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A
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3
b

IMDIO DEPOT

Brdld ow 1Bt #her I.'!l.lElnm rhowi Sowtberm F.rr:ln'?.r D‘rln':lr:l.r Cludrbowie and Reitawrani abowi PO whem cremwr Dad r.u"r.ﬂ_,n'-m__;l- Eariers
abore and paisespen topped for meals. Fiesd fraiws reached Tnafio, firr dnows av *Tealian Welli'™ ow phe tincetalifes, ow May 29,
Is7e. I 1EO0 the rfrova’ opewed e wpitern ai & bobel @ bao @ aimimg rocem @t the depod fmote “"Restanrans®™ ipn), A bealth
et sfrrning b wedr the depor i the early 1900 . V. Historrea! Soceery Phaoto
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He reporicd that the “"Southern Pacific Railroad was now
finished as far as Whitewater Station, and the grading com-
pleted o a point opposite Indian Well, Two stage hnes were
FuEnming I!:Iirwrl:ﬂ:r' from the terminus af the milroad (o Ehren
berg .. . (Wiells Express and Anzona and New Mexico Express
Companics, )

The building of the Yuma line was suanved from Los Anpeles
Rover statssn love om 1874 and resched l'_:.ﬂl:mll'lull.' 1. 1874

The railroad Company decided g insrall shops and a depot at
Colton and a branch bine 10 San Bernardine while the poad
building crews proceeded cast with the main vrace through
Loma Linda amd Bryn Mawe shere they built another hranch
line 1o Bedlands vo tap the orange growing anca

Traveres Paw

The crews proceeded through the San Timotee Canyon to
the San Gul:-;u:.rlil:l Prass_ Ay San '[";f-rkn:..rl:u.r (Braumomty this
highese poing of the pas was reached ar 2480 feor above sca
level which necessitated a helper engine 10 boost the grains over
the grade from both sides of the pass.

Phincas Banning, a promoter of towns, heard of ihe
ratlroad s transconunental plans. He had obained a large cract
al land five miles east of Beaumont and esablished the iown-
siie of Hanning. From Beaumont the mils suewched cast
theouph Banning, Cabazon, and to Whitewater New Year's
Day 1873 where the company had compleied the road beed and
opened 3 gravel pit o obtain matcrials for the road bed, Firs
siations were established in the Pass w San Gorgonio
(Beauman:) and Cabazon. Banming bocame a station m 1878

Watcr was now begimming to be a problem and the engincens
tapped a supply at Spow Creck where there 15 3 vear around
1l.|.[:|5.1|.'g.' {rom the mE|.'|_i.I1|.: LW n!' ,'i:ll:l._ls.-;ill.ln Huml.l;.un

The water was piped 1o Cabazon, Whitewater and on to
what 15 now known as Garnct, carlier known as Seven Palma, e
was 2 Palm Springs connection point to the SP. Palm Springs

APOSTLE PALMS

Ther paley oartr, located wear what 11 wow Madfron and Avenue
BN s .H!rr r.lllnl'::|I #ﬂpm‘a u.l:u'J and o 1he u__fi'.&g .:-:h'fr.']r .Pfrm\.r
to the coming of the radrosd it way the uite of a tage cosch
itdirenr, om dn Sltermare ronte frome Doy Paleeas foo Thousamd
Palfems amid Tooo Banwchy Paloes o Wohitewater. Proneer Orbo Moore
wtrd Bhr pictiere soos fakew abont 1912 looking toward San Jacinto

sation was opencd many yeans later 1o the west. MNecessary
sorage tanks were provided ay each of these stations, The rack
was compleied to Scven Palms in Apnl. It was four days by
stage from Seven Palms 1o Prescott
Floods Cause Damage

The roadbed was now owt of the mountains and reaching in-
to the desert where cloudbursts often washed out the newly
graded route, Culvents and rip-rap of rocks were necessary to

phai e

:I“: -
-

WHEN MECCA WAS WALTERS

This rare wiew of the Walters depor and water tower way takew about 1894, Walters iiding war extablivhed in 1877 by the Sonthern
Paciffe Railroad, [t was provivioning place for miners and prospector ix the Orocopia, Eagle, awd Livtle 3an Bermardino Mowsiaing in
the 1880°s. In 1896 the Valley 1 fomrsh port-office war extabiished ar Walters wirh James B. Martin, Postmarscer. On Sepiember 26,

1903 the name war changed to Mecea throuph the efforts of B. Holtly Myers, arca developer

_ . V. Hirtorscal Sociery Collecizon
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procect the prade from the floods from the canyons draiming
the mountains.

A new hazard confronted the engineers and crews—""hlow
sand.”" In the center of the sand blowing anea it was necessary
to build a sichng known as ““Salna™, ¢ was also noccssary o
miaintain a section orew 1o shovel out sand which covered 1the
tracks and filled switches, Duning the windy season the crows
could not shovel sand fast cnough w chear those swiches
Tramns could not wse the Salna :.ir]'r.rlg durmg sand blowing
umes, The sharp sand particles would our off welegraph poles
very guickly,

The road bailding crews laid mils on o Edom, juse south of
the present site of Thousand Palms, where a grove of roes
protect the vracks and righeofiway from the blowing sand

Then they built on to Myorma, west ol the present railroad aver-

pass, and finally, into Indian Wells—as Indio was first lsced on
IAE rRiroad imetabies
Was Goodd Location

This was an ideal location for a sub-division and it was not
anly halfway 1o Yuma but near an Indian reservarion, where
labor was available and for which Indio was named, “Indio"™
being Spanish for Indians,

The E:EI: trains were scheduled our of Indio 1o Los Angeles
on May 29, 1876, and they ran Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

The railroad company learned char the Sania Fe was nearing
the Colorado River at MNecdles and officials devermined 1w
make every efforn wo reach Yuma as soon as possible,

A townsite was proposed, water tank erecred and water tank
wagons were sent from Los Angeles 1o haul water from a
spring., known in the carly days as the *"Twelve Apostle Palms™
located abouit three miles northwest of Indio in the nartheas
quarter of Section 4, Township 3. Range 7 East. Living quancrs
were epected for thun ciewst and mailioad men, A rPestauran
which the men nicknamed *'T-Bone'’ was open 24 hours o day,

Railroad officials were anxious 1o sce the new facilities and it
15 reponed one brought bis wife 1o the new ownsiee, She foh
sorry for the workmen and their sccommodations during the
ternfic July heat 5o she engaged a competent contractor to creo
a bunkhouse for the engincers and firemen. The bunkhoisse
had 12 slceping rooms in a U™ shape with a porch around in
so that the men could pull their beds anto it and sleep more
comfortably duning the summers.

14

FATHER OF INDIO

Mr. awad Mrs, A. G. Tingwean, He
cawe fo Iwdto ar ravrosd con
riruciron bors fm BT, faper Be-
came teleprapher awa mation apent
1}1 a5 ;m-: Iwdlvo s firsk stowe-
eefrer e FOELTONER face
mw.n'-"‘; awdl w:fnf depot 5.- fs.ﬂ'j.-
became Inifio s firsd posteiairer
July 3. 1888, He bomesicaded
dwd parchaied 160 acres e 1891
anil faid out orgiwad Indio town-
st ww T894, He amled a well for
bty store gnd bome snd erecied
stabies amd & comal for travellern,
Frospeciors and fresghiens, He sold
ek srore re 903,
Vo — OV Hitoreal Socrety Collection

A six-stall wooden roundhouse was built for the logomaotves,
A car depariment was built 1o repasr all classes of rolling stock.

A standard well dalling comractor by the name of Kose
Drilling Company was engaged to obeain water in 1884, The
water problem had become very acute, the water hauling reams
could hardly keep up with the needs of the il center and the
grading tcams, comdidering the distance to Aposile Palms’
Spring.

Fuel for the locomotives was stored in the open on the
ground, The coal was shoveled into huge buckers and hoisted
iste the locomotive tenders. Now a new problem was encoun-
tered. The heat of the summer’s sun would |gn:il;:.' thic coal
White men could not work in the hear, and shovel burning
coal, too, o Indians were hired o do this work.

Fasvern Link Buale

Meanwhile in the Mississippi Basin construction of pomions
of whap was to eventually become the Southern Pacific S¥HEm
had begun dating back to the 18%0's under the names of
varwous raslroads, The earlicst forcrunner being the Bulfalo
Bavou, Brazos and Colorado Ralway Co., which banlt wes
from Hamrisbuarg, Texas, in 1851, and the New Orleans,
'Dpthms:ti & Gerear Western which waned woeis from MNew
Chlenns in 1852,

The fist milroad crews finished the necessary work of
busilding strucwures at Indio to handle the sub-divisien craffic
and engines and cars and rail laying crews had gone on woward
Waliers (Meoca) building a siding at Woodspur (Coachella),
and by January 1877 were speeding woward the Yuma crossing
of the Colorado River,

There were three Indian reservations near the then Indian
Wells (Indiad terminal: Cabazon, about three miles case; Toro,
seven miles south, and Martinez, abour 13 miles southeast.

Were Good Woekers

The Indian were indusirious, A heavy growth of mesquite
andd gmawmud covered the valley. The federal Indian Agem
had his headquarters ar Martincz. After much correspondence
the federal authoritics requested the rilrosd w build 3 spor
track abour 5% miles case of Indian Wells for use of Indians
cutting firewood which was shipped o Los Angeles for sale
This spur or siding was named *"Woodspur™ and did a thriving
business., Later the wwnsite of Coachella occupied the area

(Contined on Page 103)



FIRGT DIRECTOR RECALLED
20W WATER THREAT
PROMPTED CV ELECTION

Watcr shortage s an imporant topic in the Southwest a5
well as the envire world roday. Droughi in Norchern California,
the Midwest, and England and Northern Europe in 1976 and
1977 impressed the imponance of water on the minds of all
people.

Warer was cemainly an impomant topic in the Coachella
Valley in 1918,

Chester A, Sparcy, a member of the fina board of directon
of the Coachella Valley County Warer Distnicr, keenly and
vividly remembered those early days in an interview in 1968,
He moved from the valley 1o Pont Townsend, Washington,
where be died carly in 1972

When he came 1o lndio im 1915 10 was already apparent that
the underground water supply was limited. Many arnesian wells
had ¢eased to fow in the lower end of the valley and the un-
derground warer mable throughour the valley was pradually
lowering, Greater pump lifes were being required

Durning the spring of 1917 Thomas C. Yager called together
a :rnIJﬁ uf p-:vnp-]c. mlin]}' f.]n'n-:'n. -t|'| E‘,nm;hrlh {E] il'lrul'ﬂl
them thar he had learned thay a group of men, led by a Cal,
Holabird, had filed on the unappropriated flow of the
Whitewater, Snow Creek and other inbutanes, which weie the
only source of supply to the underground waters. These men
from San Dicgo and Los Angeles had an idea o impound these
waters, convey them by surdace duces 1o the Valley, and sell us
OUE WAL (o save oul bacons, Sp-::r!.' recalled.

Yager sdvised the proup thar there was 2 Calsfornea statuic
that provided for organization of county water districns. He
suggested this kind of districe would have authoniny to protece
the then present water supply, to take measures to conserve i,
and possably o seck an aupmented supply such as [rom the
Colorado River. Kepors :}iglmptri.:ll Valley's canal proposals
had long been cureent i the Coachella Valley,

Yager was a brilliant young atcorney, ahead of his time, full
of ideas 10 benefit the valicy. Sparcy and others agree, He
madc convincing presentaceons and his legal services were often
available whether or nor the pany secking those services had
any moncy, A graduate of the University of Southern Califior-
nia he and his wife frst lived on the Henry Broggs place, at

Coachella,
Included All Lynds

At the prompting of Yager and the encouragement of citiz-
ens boundarics of the districe were ser up In 3 petition (o in-
1?'|1.I:Ji1:' all the land's r.usln'|:|'|.|.| WALDT N fR, jn-r||ldllbj'. Palm
Sprmgs. which they rthought had common problems and
should share in the cost of conservanon and acquisition of any
possible supplemental supply as well a3 protecting the imbuany
streams

The story of the first board is told clewhere bue Sparey said
that money was a problem from the siare, The citizens ** passed
the hat™ o mise money for filing fees for the petition and can-
didates, Simce it was over a year before the dsorien as 3 s
levying body would reccive money, the First Magional Bank in
Coachella made loans for the first operating moncy.

Dr, Jennings represenied the lower end of the valley and
Sparey and others recall him as a fair and forceful man who en-

CHESTER A, SPAREY
Member first board of direciors, served 14 years, be pased
dwary early iw 1972,

'png.':d ntl'].'uhl:':- I‘r:p-n'l:. H:' WA 4 iman ur Eu'rl. |r||1;'||m;| and
had a revenaive mind. He was 3 praduate of the College of
Medscine of the University of Pennsylvania. ““He came 1o the
villey to farm and practice medicine and rich and poor were
alike ro him. He gave his best,”" Sparey said.

Sparcy credits Jennings with saving his wife Florences life,
during the flu cpidemic in 1919, when she coneracved
preumona.

“"He stayed by her side unul she was over the hill, He was
that intense about everything. ™

Knox White represented the Theomal area on the new
district board. He was a merchant. His personal affairs ook
him away from the valley in 1921 and B. W. Blackburn was
named i succeed him,

V. E. Metzler was a former busineisman and banker from
Colorade, He was developing a date garden about owo miles
west of Coachella, the area he represented, when he was elects
ed,

West Side Representatives

The West Side of the Valley was represented by Ben L.
Clary. He was a graduare of the navionally known Webb Schoal
in Bellbuckle, Tennessee, He is desenibed a8 a man with his
feet on the groumd.’’ He and his brother, Lawson, were con-
tract developerss and operators of the large Dr. Travis Ranch
ncar the Coral Reef,

Sparcy was 4 navive of 'Washingron, prew up in Sale Lake
City and Lot Angeles. He met has wilfe has firse week at Los
Angeles High School, He amended the University of California
a1 Berkeley. He came to the valley in 1914, rented a transic and
staked out the land he was to farm 1% miles north of Indio.
Orher the years he was acove in many organizanions. He became
acoive in real estare and became 3 panner of Yager's in 1924,
He was in the isurance busings when he sold o in 1957, @
move o Washington, He represenied Indio area.

“The board held is fise formal mecting on May 6, 1918, n

1%



2 vacant sorcrom in the old McDonald Building on Cansa-
loupe (Now Grapefrun) in Coschella, Our monthly renr was
$20. Other publac bodics used the room and Justice Chardes B,
Jones somevmes held court there, Miss Edna Picrson, sister of
Mr. A, L. Wood of Indio, Yager's secretary recorded the first
minutes, " Sparcy recalled,

The Districe’s first cogincer was A, L. Sonderegger, a
recognized hydraulic and geological engineer in Low Angeles,

W of Peanurs

“He recognized our poverty and worked for pranus unul
such time as we were able to pay him proper fees."” He was a
Swits who had secured his engineering training in Europe. He
wotld come to the Valley by train from Los Angeles, and after
mcotings he invarably had dinncr at the Spareys; then he and
Sparcy would go over Districy problems unol it was (ime o put
him on the midnighs train,

Young Fenn Rowe became the District’s ficld cng
the recommicndanion of Somder
been valuable to the Disenict a

incer af
er and Rowe's sepvices have
Valley since. From rainfall

studics, rain gauges, sicam gauges, cxtimates were made of
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.FIDN'EEH'S HOM g
The bame of Chester A. o 1% mwiles morsh of Indfo, wear
Avenue 42 and Jackion, m#ﬂr Bedmp Burlt tw 1915,

the total amount of water entening the underground each year,
and it was determined carly that there was onlv enough water
to irrigate 10,000 acres with safe yicld of the basin, and the
wells continued down in che carly 1920°s.

To the south Impernal Irrigavion Distnice was working o ger
an All American Canal nomh of the intermacional boundary.
Mark Rose, onc of the water beaders and directors of tha
districe, could be called the father of the All Amencan Canal,
Soon after he staned farming near Holville he began studying
the East Mesa, purchased several sections of school land, and
13N 3 FECONNASANGE SUrvey I:I:Em'n'_: the feasibility of bringing
gravity warer from the Colorado River, While they were ar it
they ran a line far enough north o prove that water could be
brought vo Coachella Valley. That helped stimulate interest in

this area.
Keitners Was San Dicgo Man

The Coschella Board leaned on the Impenal Board and s
knowledgeable directors and officers for advice. Yager was sent
o Washingron 1o get hl:lﬁuwi:h our problems. Sparcy said thar
Congressman Kentner who represented San Diego, Imperial
and Riverside Counties, was *"not too friendly and not too for-
ceful for our cause, He was a San Dicgo man, ™

Yager, however, did get o friendly reception from Secretary
of Intetior Franklin K. Lane, 2 western man, ineerested in
western affairs. ; j

Imperial started promeang Phil D, Swing, an El Centro at-
tofney, who Coachella abo thought would be more receprive 1o
the desert's warer necds. The help of Mayor Sam Evans of River-
side, a friend of the valley, was obtained and a mighey cam-
paign was put on that elecred Swing. An auto caravan stofy
rold elsewhere

L]

Sparcy said char Evans was a grear help o the Valley and
frequently amended warer board meerings and visited friends
here,

“Hiram Johnson in che U, 5. Senane was a further bulwark
for the Valley, and our champion. '

The canal project began to look a Livtle too big for the Valley
and the water board. However, the board pushed ahead and
enlisted suppont and held miectings with the Los Angeles
Deparvmient of Light and Power, and intrigued the interest of
thewr counsel W. B, Mathews, and elecincal engineer, E. F.
Scareergood. Scanterpood is credited with proposing thar the
clecerical power gencrated at Boulder Dam would pay for that
project. Coschella and Imperial contribured funds for
diamoind dnlling operations to cstablish a dam siwe, When
Boubder Canyon proved unsuitable, operations were moved o
Black Canyon where Hoover Dam is locared.

Sparcy recalled Penn Rowe devising some heavy 12-inch
witde belis to be famencd around auo wheels with rivered wood
blocks and turm buckles 1o take a tnp in two Model T°s over the
proposed canal route from near Andrade wo south of Holwville

the first desert “'sand buggies.** Later a trip was raken from
near Miland o a poing near old Salvon Beach,

Made Studics And Trips

**These trips gave ws the oppormunity o sce the wopography
to be encou and observe where the higher canal level
would have to mun and the board was always willing o make
trips, make swudies, o keep knowledpeable,’’ Sparcy said.

¢ remembered that the wip over the higher level canal
rosite made the board and engineers realize the Districr migh
have 1o have some aquedudt structures of syphons, the cost of
which might or might not have been offset by the savings on
the smaller canal capaciy proposed.

“This smaller canal capacity had an important underlying
reason. We wanted 1o make an 80 foor power drop for 3 por-
tion of the water at a point cast of Coachella and carry that
water around Coachella and down the west side. The balance
of the warer would be carmied amund Indio and across the
railroad ar about sea level. The power generated ar the drop
would have 1o pump water for the lower part of the Valicy from
a number of large wells, This, we felt, would have obviated the
high watet table in the lower Valley which we knew was bound
to occwr with heavy mrigation throughout the Valley and the
_ll:v:I:H':'lpln:.':innfll cessation of drawing water from most of the
irnigatien wells, ™

During the 1920' the Palm Springs area wied repearedly o
withdraw from the Districe but the Board held fast. Their water
company wanted o diverr water from Snow Creek and the
Disrict hebd firmly opposed.

Sonderegper conceved and designed the spreading dam nor-
th of Palm Springs, Sparcy said it was “'nothing more or
than a heavy hop-wire fence on « posts with a3 down-
seream splash apron and an absolucely level wop from bank to
bank. It worked as expected. Flood waters deposited floating
trash and debris and slowed the rate of flow which precipitated
all the alluvium unl the dam was filled w the op whence the
water was widely dispersed into many small streams. '

Regarding the board's pressing for a contrace with Imperial
Sparey had this recollection:

“*The Bureau of Reclamation weok the view thar i any given
project “every acre included was necessary to the whole:” and
under that theory the furthest acre served paid no more than
the nearest,

“If we could get the Imperial Disvrict expanded into one
large project including the East Mesa and the Coachella Valley
the higher cost of bringing water o Coachella Valley acres
would be off-set by the lower cost of bringing water to the East



EARLY PACKERS
Melars go to packing plans v feams ana wagons abowi 920,
Skhown 13 the packing plant and workers at Thermal.

Mesa acres and all the land would be under Imperial's ald
filings. Our Valley's proporionate share of all main canals, in-
cluding the Cm:h:lf: Branch, was estimared a1 §7-millions
and the con of out dismbution sysem at $4.5-millions, If this
consideration had been effecred we would of course have had
to pay our proportionate share of Imperial’s then §16.000.000
bonded indebredness. It looked like a buy to our beard
and that was what we thought was best for the valley. ™

The board was recalled in Ocober 1932 bur Sparey sad i
*“Ieft no rncor in my heart, ™

He remembered thar when the Swing-Johnsen Bill was
before Congress Yager would file Erlrgm]:hic fepofts almaos
datly, and when things were really ““hoa™ the board would
meet, formulate a reply. and give reactions, suggessions of in-
SEMACEIONG.

Sparcy condluded his recollections with the following
remarks:

“Well, the Yalley now has s water and 5 growing and
prospefing bevond the wildest dreams of any of we old-timers.
The present board i capable and, to me, a rather wonderful
group of men. | feel, though, thar all of us had some helpful

rt in making "ten blades of grass grow where only one grew

e

Tingman Was Also Prospector

The Lost Horse Mine in the present Joshua Tree National
Monument was found in 1893 when “'Dutch Frank' Sicbald
found the vein and ook 2 mn|laft of the gold-bearing rock back
o his pariner’s camp, Ed Holland and A. G. Tingman. The
three filed a claim. The men's hores had disappeared one
night while they were camped and Sicbold found the sample
when he had gone looking for them the next moring. The
afca was notonous for horse and catile thicves, Abour 1900
Tingman made some high grade ore discoverics in Pleasans
Valley. Many mines were n-pfﬂlcd in the Monument area,
notably the Dale Mining Disarict, bur most serious mining ac-
tivitics ended before World War [1.

Ex-Pregident Farrar
Proud of Water System

Along with commendations for a successiul commemorive
year, 1968, came these words from E, Kenth Farear, member of
the Coachella Valley County Water District Board on 1941 1o
1950, the last four years of which he served as president.

Farrar was a member during the heotie days of "World War 1]
when every efforr o ger the All American Canal, Coachella
Branch, complesed was thwarted by material shomages and
bureaucratic stalemates, He was abso a member when the 1947
contract for constrection of distribution system. protective
works and drainage works was negotiated, approved by the
vorers and signed.,

Farrar obscrved: “One thought will always remain with me
andd vhis is, the fine underground dismbunon sysem we were
able to secure for our Valley. 1 have been real proud of the
operation of the districe in the nearly 20 vears sinee | served ™
Farrar pow resides in Palm Dicsent with his wilie, Samah, who has
assbied in writing many of the scripts for the National Dace
Festival's Arabian Nights Pageants.

As o postscnipr it might be added thar the underground
sysiem bas atiracied world-wide attention and the |:||1||:'r:|:inn ol
the project has been acclaimed by the Bureau of Reclamation
over the years,

-

GARD'S STORE
Im 1900 m Indic Gara's store stood at comer of Fargo and
Miles, where Potter Hotel mow stamdi, Left to mphi: F. §.
Everess, Howard Card, depot cafe mawager Ralph Marsbalf,
and ane of Gara'i clerks,
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Channeling the Valley's Storm Waters

Whitewater Project Blunts Flood Dangers in Valley

For cons the Whitcwater, San Gorgonio and their tributanies
and canyond sent food and storm waters dnto the Coachiella
Valley. and those waters spent themselves relarively harmlessly
an the floor of the desert.

Early records indicare that the mouth of the Whitewater was
ar whar i now known as Windy Poine. Writers indicaved thas
any flood waters reaching Windy Point fanned out into in-
numberable washes. Afver che 1916 flood, the same occurrence
was noted at Point Happy, west of Indio.

Bancrofi"s " "Guide vo the Colorado Mines™' (1863) notes tha
ar Agua Blanco (White River), also presenaly known as
Whitewater River a large stream of pure cold wager,
coming down from Mount San Bernardino, and whach, afier
crossing the road twice, runs along it for 2 mile and a quarer,
when it bears off . . | and, alter running a fow hundrrﬂ yards,
sinks in the sand."”

Warer flowed east and south of Point Happy through several
washes, 3 major one known as the Noffsinger Wash and is sull
defined, before sinking into the underground or disappearing
before reaching the Salion Sink

Below Thermal early maps show several ill-defined
depressions which occasionally carried water southward. The

BOX CANYON FLOOD

Hood wateri raged down Box it at beipht of stsck beld by J.
Win Fifion, proweer eaitor of the Date Py e Foods strove
Mecea ow Highuty 195 did damage o the eant wde of the valfey
i Mecca area and in 1941 comtributeid to the determumation o
burld the prevent Eat Side Dike whech protecti the Coachella
Careal awal eart nide. Phoro raken by A, L Wood abowr 1920,

— €. V. Historeal Sociery Collectron

present sormwater druin from Poimt Happy tw the present
Salon Sca was comstructed and has been improved, aligned
and maintained by the people of the valley through their
governmengal districes as will be laver explained.

Creologses point out that the debris from |h: flondwaters
banle layers of gravel, sand, sily and clay., Well drllers have
found boulders as decp as 200 feer below the surface on the
west side of the valley, demonstrating the violence of ancient
Niads. In has been reported that a rubber tire was uncarthed at
the County gravel pic ot the west end of Avenue 58, 30 feet
below the gravel surface.

Warer marks are found hugh in the canyons of the mouniains
on both sides of the valley anesting 1o the heavy run off from
starms M the past i Box Canyon, m Decp Canyon, in
Thousands Palms Canyon, and in the canyons on the west lyving
under the shadows of Santa Bosa and the escarpment of San
Jacineo

Mothing In Their Way

There was nothing 1o molest or hamper these food warer as
they disporged upon the desert o Mow unimpeded in their
meandenng rravels towards the Salton Sink.

But today there are golf courses, subdivinions, develop-
MRS, [OWnS, communities, mnches, resors and homes assride
many of the earlier natural flood channels and courses.

Today the wvalley 15 served by two governmental
organizations in regard o stormwater and flood progecrion.
The Riverside County Flood Contrel and Warer Conservation
Dustrict serves the area comprsing Cathedral Ciy, Palm
Springs, and Desert Hoo Springs including 5ky and Fun
Walleys. Until the 1940"s when Cathedral and Palm Springs
were excluded, the Coachells Valley County Warer Disuric
provided waorks and ﬁrm:t:inn of those areas which had been
in the Coachella Yalley Stormwaier Dhstrice until g functsons
were merged with the CVOWID in 1937,

Formed Distnet

Prior vo 191% the peaple of the valley, although few in num-
her, but with investments in ranches and new developments,
barpely cenpering around Indio, Coachella and Thermal,
realized that cffors must begin to tame these flows, direct
them it conurollable channels, and proteer the homes, Two
srall districes had been operating—Indio Levee Dusarict and
Coschella Stormwarer Dt

A villeywide effon was needed to sccomplish this poal. In
II;lli- the Coachella Valley Stormwater Dhstrsct was omganized
and the le elected three men wo launch what has proved a
formadable Ecul continuing undertaking veday, 63 years laer,
and millions of dollars have been dedicared to the proposinon.

An initial board of three men was cloed and mer August 7,
1913, st the Thermal Cantaloupe Growers Union packing
house in Thermal. They elected J. H. Morthrup, West Indio
area francher and developer, as president. J. W, Newman,
Thermal, manager of the growers union, as secretary. Charles
MeDonald, Coachella merchang, was the third direcor.

Sertled In Coachella

For the next few vears the board met ar Thermal, Coachells
and Indio, most vimes in the former owo places until 1917
when Indio became headguarters. In August 1918 i began
sharing offices with the new Coachella Valley Courny Water
Districy in an office in the McDonald Company building on
Cantaloupe Avenue in Coachella, and continued mectings in
water district offices unal it was merged with the water disinict



in 1937

On Auguse 12, 1915, the board met in the offices of the Ins
dig Levee Disrict 1o acoepr a resolution by that disericy “"agreed
as per their resolution to immediately bepin work and com-
plete as spon a5 possible the storm drain as sarced by the Indio
Levee Dustrc, for che q:rmtn:tinn against the stormwaters of the
Whitewater Raver." 1 Indio Lever Dhisrrict turned osver s
current ebligations of $978. 7% as well as office fivmures, dicches,
dikes. and other works including plans, maps and plas.

To Provect Indio

The Indio Levee Distrect Tt'prnwn:ﬂi the firss |:||:g=n|:p|:'| F
fort o control and diverr the floods. it was concermed with
Township 3 South, Range 7 East, and i planned o conducr
flogdwarets around the growing seulement of Indio, The
Noodwarers were o be diverted at Poing Happy 10 a channel
which would link up with the Thousand Palms Wash channel
nomthwest of Indic and then coptinue a meandenng but
diagonal path east of Coachelly roward Thermal, evidences of
which remain on some of the undeveloped lands im that arca.

In 191% direceors of the Indis Levee District ineluded J A
Semple, W, M. Fancher and J. Win Wilson.

Hit By Deluge

A four mile levee was proposed, and one mile of that levee
had been completed ar the upper end when whar was probably
the worst flood of modern times visited the lower Coachella
Valley in January 1916,

The new Storm Water Districe board 10 September 1916
named A. C. Fulmor, L. E. Carpenter and A. G. Procter as
caommissioners o develop a program under Fulmor, as
engincer. Auomey Pomingron, Riverside, was disuio counsel.
Siudiet b-tg:m which Eﬁﬂlu:ll:d @ rup-n'sﬂ T biuld a d:iw.'uii;m
dam at Poirnt Happy and divert Hood waters into Goeon Mar-
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shall Lake, Marshalls Cove or now known a8 La Cuina Cove,

Roures for the propesed channel were stedied and the roure
around Indio then south were approved. By 1917 2 new board
ol commssionens. were n:m-rdzj. L. Becror, Coachella: A, F.
Smith, Indio, and Floyd Diessery, Los Angcles, also ecngincer

Checked Filings

In the meanume the board began studying the eccessity of
filing appropriations for water from the tributaries and to op.
posc approprators who would diminesh the estimaned 67,000
acre foor flow into the underground basin from those canvons
and sereams,

En 1916 W, N. Fancher, C. B. Jones and J. W. Newman had
been elected o the board with Fancher as president and
Mewman as seceetary, The cost of the prnpu&rd dam and diver-
sion at Point Happy became a marver of contention and talk of
disincorporating the districe gained serength, the latter move
faibed .

In g‘unc 1917 ). W. Reagan, chicl engincer of the Los
Angeles Flood Control Districe, studied the proposed plans for
the Green Marshall Lake project, the barrier in the wash above
Point Happy and use of check dams. He reported J. L. Recuor's
dam idea was sound and had spillway possibilitics for empaving
dam, that the dry lake project had ample storage for preates:
floods as well as 2 safeguard of a spillway. He estimared the
lake’s capacity &t *' 26,000 acre fect, posibly 10,000 more in
:hﬁurlbing values of the sand dume Hield and ghwﬂ heds. '™ He
recommended o 20-foor hiph diversion dam instead of 12 feer
He esamared the cost an abour $25,000.

Proposed Dain

The acvion came after sudics were prompred by the 1916
fload, The dam would have required 2100 acres and 2 3200
foon bong stmacoeere, 127 feer wicde a base

THIS WAS INDIO UNDER SIEGE OF 1916 FLOOD WATERS

The warm rains and melting wowpach, browght mede wide torrenis of warer through Indio and che foor of the Valley on fawsary
18, 1916. C. V. Hitorical Society Collection photo thows Gard Building (right) including Tebo's pool bl and F. 5. Everert's
grocery itore on feft om what i wow Fargo Avenue, The flood ipeeded efforss of the lndin Lever District and Coschells Stormuwater

Diserict wiich bad been organized 1o diveri and control floods awd buidd new channeli east of Point Happy.,
— . ¥, MHintarncal Sociery Pharo
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Ocher nowes of inverest in the early days of the disirice in-
clude the abandoning of the Paint Happy, Green Marshall
Lake project, voring of 330,000 in bonds in Seprember 1914,
First request made for Dieep Canyon flood control project came
in 1922, v was compleved in the early 1930, Commissioners
were Perey L. Day, Leonhard: Swingle and George H. Adams,
also engineer.

Employment of Thomas C, Yaper a8 district counsel was
made cffecive July 17, 1918,

Members of the board from July 1918 to merger in 1937;

1918-1922: B. E Minister, presadent; Dr. 5. 5. M. Jennings
and Ben A. Teagle.

1922.1926: Fred E. Perry: Robbins Russel, and W, C,

WLOF.

E‘L‘::Iﬁ-l?lﬂ: Fied E. Perry: Robbine Russel, and Fred W,
I,

1928-1930: T. E. Allen, Fred T, Chambedain and George
M. Ames,

1930-1937: J. A. Colbent, Lee |. Anderson, and T. E. Allen.

The miner Hoods of 1912 and 1915 led o the conspruction of
levees, but the 1916 (lood brought home the need for valley ac.
M.

Swept Away By Flood

J. H. Marthrup had bl levees to protcct his band west of
Inddio bur in doing so deflecred warer upon Indio. The Indio
Levee Districe was established to protect the townaiie bur the
1916 floodwaters swepe aside these feeble effons. It is in-
peresting to nate that the widdh of Oasis Serect in Indio is 3 facr
because it was 1o be the site of a levee and nighis-of-way were
obtained for i,

Since that ome the Coachella Valley County Warer District
cstimares that nearly $16,000,000 in protective works have
been constructed on the Whitewarer Rever Channel from Palm
Canyon 1w Salton Sea. This does noa include hundreds of
thowsands of dollars spent over the years since 1916 for denien-
vien dam construction and seconstructien i the srea ssuthwes:
of Garnet 1o detain the smaller floods and spread the warers
upan the debris cone near the arcas of the confluence of
Whitewater and San Gorgonio Rivers,

Meed 34% Million

The districy believed, in 3 repon 1o the U 5, Ammy Engincer
Diserict. Los Angeles, Cosp of Engincers, Aprl 4, 1967, thae &t
woulld cost an estimared 534,204,000 10 provide the remaining
protective works.

The flood of January 17, 1916, was the result of the greatest
single concentration of minfall in any one month. More than
nine nches of min el in two storms. The mounain slopes had
been saturared i December storms, The snow pack was heavy
in the Santa Rosa, San Jacinio and San Bemardine Moumains.
The wearher warmed and 8 sorm deposited 4,28 inches mt
Beaumont and 4,40 ar Cabazon, heavy rains had fallen the owo
weeks previows, The storm moved from west 1o cast and by
hnT waters reached Palm Springs. receding by evening.
bur as it bore down the valley i prcked up water from inbatary
canmyans such as Tahquisz, Palm, Cathedral, Magnesia, and
m‘i‘l]:: Canyan.

e damages in the wake of the storm included

Between Whitcwater and Thousands Palms, cleven miles of
Southern Pacifie Railread road bed washed our, with other
breaks bebow [ndio.

Oine Mile Wide

Indio had a sheer of warer 1 mile wide, warer was rwo feet
dﬂ:p af more on Fargo Sirece, Coachella, Thermal, and Meoca
were under waner and many mikes of county roads damaged, or
left in shambles, including the new paved road in the upper
valley.

H

Mine passenger trains were manmoned in Indio for more than
Five days, mxing the commumniny's food supplies.

The Whitewater's meandening channel had  become 2
narrowed, deeply scoured channel up o 30 feer deep from
Cathedral City to Point Happy. The silt was deposited on the
vownsates and farms in the bower valley,

The previous storms had not prepared this area for the ram-
paging. bottom scounng fow B'PI‘I:IE fload.

Can See Channel

Present day ressdents may see evidence of this gouging of the
niver bed by inspocting the channel from Thunderbisd Golf
Course through Ranche Mirage and north of Palm Desert o
northeast of Indian Wells.

Previoasly reconded floods raged through the desent area in
1862 when a lake covening more than 100,000 acres was ropor-
ted in the Salton Sink. Other floods dusing the winter or carly
spring oocurred in 1884, 1886, 1889, 1801, 1901, 1903, 1906,
1909, but they had left no great mark on the desert as did the
food of 1916, They created, in effect, o second mouth of the
Whitewater River at Point Happy.

Otho Moote, a resident of Indio since 1898, recalled that he
lived in a house on Fargo Swreer south of the former Plaza
Hatel, ""Warer was waist decp in the streeis,”” he recalled. His
home was rwo fecn off the ground and che water was bumping
laose lumber agains the house flooring.

The lake sireiched southwest 1 near the Cochran-Odlum
Ranch. If the railroad station had not been protecied by sand.-
bags it would have been under warer. Freight cars were pulled
up along side passenger cars dand planks lad scros o other
praens so passengen could ger to the depor restuarne,

Supplics were broughe up from Yums, much of these mﬁn
plics carried by men nlkmp: the wies thar sagged over the

out areas south of Indso. When the tracks were repaired
some erains backed to Yuma and were re-routed 1o Los Angeles
aver Santa Fe limes.
Big Flood In 1927

The storm of 1927 brought another of the severe floods,
Rains fell from February 13 00 17 and i, oo, saw the warm min
melt the spow in the mouneains. At the mouth of Snow Creck
seven inches fell in one day.

Thousand Palms wash undermined the bridge ar Myoma,
-![:};f Canyon flood waters washed out 1500 feet of highway at

s Ranch in Palm Desert, cutong a channel mearly 10 feet
dee

5. M. Adams, engineer and one of the commissioners on the
Canyon flood control project commission for the water
distrsct, reporved in 1928 chat ar Poane Happy the bed of the
channel was lowered cight focr and thar the “cataracy below
Paint Happy . . . has moved up siream a distance of 4500 feet.,
.. moving approximately 130,000 cubic yards of marerial.

He also reporied that on the nomh ling of the Price Ranch a
large sand dune deflecred warer and a levee, consruced bee-
ween the dune and the east levee, forced scourning of the chan.
nel. When the entire peak of the flocd passed rﬁmugh it had
enlarged the channel 100 per cent, doubling its capacity.

The lowening of the channel exposed the mlimdr bredpe
piles. the bridge was saved by crews bu:r:fing the piles clear of
trash. Two shon bridges over the channel ar Sparey's Crossing,
Jackson Streer, monh of Indio were washed our, leaving the
center roadway high and dry,

The old channel south east of Indio was nor sufficent to
carty the storm waeer and warer flowed atound a double levee
st Thermal innundanng thar communiy. Below Thermal the

feevrtimned on S S



DISTRICT SPREADS, CHANNELIZES, RAISES DIKES TO THWART FLOOD PERIL

Chae r.l:.l"l'.l'zl:‘ spdyaf Hjlku.u':.l.u':r.ﬁ.l'.l'rj af the CHCWD it for Hr:hl'mu-dfzrpmufh'rm' et iy r'f:ﬁr-ﬂn'ﬂ'ﬁ Dragnadames. Ar Fol i fhve il -fow

portion of the 4% -mnle Wesiside Dike (pavd for by Improvemens District No. 1) that confines foods from mowmiain tlopes ai :"r,ig
amd profeces the Coachella Canal's Terminal Reservarr (Lake Cabuilla). Phoro shows Lake im wpper center. It beckony recreational
redicles g catn e rs fo the Riverirde f:mu'.r: nlﬁl:.r:n'.r:u" ..I'.'il:.rl'e.l:r. Boiroms ,Er.l!lnl'r.r fuﬂ.ﬁh’x sosrh foward Bamior Kodad feemter) sl
Foodwaters in Whitewarer River beinp confined by chanwed aibes afver feaving the spreading area above Iwavaw Avenwe. Uning
Stormwarer Unit taxes, the Districs hay comcenirated on funding the chanmelization of the Waitewaser River flood fTows.
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District Began Serving Domestic Water in 1961

The Districy entered the domesgic wager ficld in mid 1961
under the pressure of the need for 2 unificd agency eventually
combining all the variows small, often inadequare water service
cormpamics and agencies within s boundares,

There was the requirement thar the State of California could
contract Feather River (State Froject) warer only with puhlu’,
governmental agencics serving a large area,

After entering the ficld the Disericr did coneacr in 1963, on
behalf of the people of the Coachella Valley, for 23,100 acre
feet of water to replenish and undergird the groundwater sup.

3 Dozen Emeralds on the Degert

Sparkling emeralds on the vists of the once barren Colomdo
Diesent's Coachella Villey arc the more than thice doazcn golf
courses which have added 1o the lure and lose of the area.

The early courses and dates of eszablishment are:

1926 — B'Dmnrlljlﬂ holes)
1947 — Cochran-Odlum (9 holes) now Indian Palms (18 holes

im 1574)

1947 = Shadow Mountain {pitch and pute)

1931 — Thunderbird Councry Club

1953 — Tamarnsk Country Clalb

1957 — Indian Wells Counory Club

1957 = Eldorado Country Club

1959 — San Jacinto (now Whitewacer Counery Clulb]
19%9 — Bermuda Dunes

1939 = Palm Springs Municipal (public)

1959 — Shadow Mountain

1961 — Westward Ho

1962 — Canyon Country Club

1962 — Palm Diesert Country Club

1962 —Salon City Golf Course

1963 — Bilmore Howel Course

1963 — Desert Crest

1963 — Tri-Palms Estaves

1963 — Silver Spur (not completed, and abandoned)

Since 1963 the following have been buile:
Indio Municipal
Seven Lakes
Anncnberg (privatc)

La Quinta Country Club

Palm Springs Mobile Country Club
Ponola Estares Counery Club
Canyon Estares

Del Safari Counpry Club

Canyon Hotel Golf Kesomn
Marrakesh Country Club

Riviera haotel

Mission Lakes Counery Clul

Palm Desen Greens

Diesert Air Golf Course (now Rancho Los Palmas Country Club)
Mission Hills Country Club

Dresere [sland Country Club
Ironwood Country Club

Sunrse Country Club

The Sprngs Club

Cachedral Canyon Counpry Club
Sheffield Golf Course

F¥)

plics and assure the continuing progress of the urban and resor
arcas, At the same pime the Desenn Water Agency (Palm
Springs arca) was organized and contracced for 38,100 aore
fecr. (The Distnct's domesise water servict anca I Dow
generally east of Desenn Hot Springs and nomh of the
Whitewater River channe| above Palm slf!itﬁ-’, and the Valley
cast of Cathedral Ciy, sowth along both s of Salon Sca
Diesert Water Agency's area centers in Cathedral Coy, Palm
Springs and the Desert Hor Springs area, wese.)

The Board of Dircowers bogan considening the domosiic
warer field and us problems inherens in a multmude of muoal
and private water purveyors as carly as 1956 when it became a
member of the Riverside County Warer Association. The Stane
Water plan was increasing ly discussed by 1957, and in February
1958 the Disrice became a membser of the Feather River Project
Assod iation,

Contract for Basin Water Soudy

Because of the continuing overdraft of the underground
water basin, the Districe contracved with the State Depantment
of Water Resources o make an investigation of the basin o
decermine the need for supplemental warer,

District representatives appeared before the Teale Legislative
Commurtee and other stace legslative comminices pointing our
the need for supplemental water and willingness to participate
in the proposed Stare Water Project in wview of not only the
diminshing underground waters but in view of the future im-
pact of the Supreme Cowrt's Special Masier's decisson limining
California's rights o the Colorado River. Local organizations
were shown films and heard repons discussing warer problems
and future needs.

In December of 1938 the District employed Bookman and
Edmonston, hydrologic engincers, to make a survey of routes
and repor in connection with the importaton and dsoribunion
of Feather Biver water in cooperation with the Palm Springs
Water Company. the Desert Hot Springs County Waser
Dustrece, and the B-n.nniﬁ Water Company.

In July 1960 the Board signed an agreement which indwcared
requirements within the then 267,000 acre district would be
%%.000 acre feer per year by 1990 and requested an allocation
of 100,000, In a cooperative agreement with the Swae Depar-
tment of Water Resources, the Distnicr agreed to pay $%0,000
for an investigation of the basin, The Burns-Porter Act serting
up the stare waner project was endorsed, and the District ac-
tively showed films and spoke supporuing the State Wager Plan
whiich was placed on the Ballor a5 Proposivion 1.

Fursi Enery Iato Domestic Servece

In Novemnber 1960, the Districe, which had been studying
the need o enter the domestic water service field, considered
purchasing the Kancho Ramon Warer Company and ordered
condemnation procecdings instiuted. The company served
water in the area west and norchwest of Indio.

In February 1961 the district entered negotiations to pur-
chase the La Quinta Palms subdivision water faciliies on
Washingron Streer juse south of Point Happy. The same mon-
th Improvement District No, 10 was formed and annexed o
the District ar Momh Shores on the Salven Sca and wwo sub-
diviclers transferred their systems 1o the Districr and formed
Improvemen: District No. 10, Cahuilla Hills sought 1o become
an improvement districe looking toward cvenmual water service.

The year 1961 was busy in this ficld and the largest Im-

provement Districe, No. 11, was formed including abou


http://GolfCour.se

70,008 acres in San Dicgo and Imrcml Countics with the
Diesercy assuming the obligations of Salioen Sca Community
Services Districy relating to furnishing of domestic warer, waicr

wceion and stotage facilives and distnbutien systems, The
Mornh Shore Yache Club Estates and Chocolate Mountain
Mutual were absorbed this year into Improvement Dhstrict Mo
i,

In June the Districe noted it now had 1,100 demestic water
accounts, and facilivies o seeve 12,000 los. A renewed ap-
plication was filed with the Department of Warer Resources for
siaie project water asking for annual entitlements of 60 000
acre feer by 1990, Desent Brach annexed to the Districy in Og-
iober 1o become part of Improvement Disrice No. 10, By ad-
ding the Rancho Ramon system, which served areas from
Homeway at Windy Point, Hidden Springs in Thousand
Palms, B.-Bar-H Southeast of Descnt Hot Springs, Nonh Palm
Eprings, Madion Soeet west of Indio, and north of Cathedrml
City, the water service area was expanding the beesdth of the
Dhastrscy,

The year 1962 opened with Cahuilla Hills annexed as Im-
provement District Mo, 6, Skv and Fun Valleys annexed as lm-
provement Districe No, B, the acquisition of che 120 Water Co,
on Darby Road, the Palmeras Warer Co. and Palm lsland
Murtual.

Anpexations of land to the Distrscr and ns special Im-
provemnent Disiricts increased as bond issues were approved by
the Improvement Districr votens. Developers built warer
wwatemns o District specifications and memed them over to the
Disericr for operation and maintenance.

Expansion Rapid in 1963
The nest barpe addiien wo the domestic system ucl:urm:] in

A2 e'gm

Apiil 1963 when the Palm Desert Water Co. was acquired, the
West Eldorado and Eldorado Country Club Water Companies
and the Silvur S;pu; Ranch Warcr Company were :bs-url.l-rr]' Asx
many as 0 traces” warer sysiems were quined over in onc
mecting of the Digtrict "s board of directors,

Improvement District No, 6, Cahuilla Hills, and 1. D, No.
8 woted bonds for water sysiems in 1964 and the Nairobi
Estates Water Co, was scquircd. Thas vear the Diastrict, sceing a
need fof a comprehensve water respurces and management
sudy, tmplnﬁnr[ht wickely known Bechiel Engineers to un-
dertake such a study,

The acquisition of old witer systems prompred the begin-
ning of an extonsive rehabilication and water pumping and
storage program cspecially in the Palm Desert, Cathedral Ciry
Thousand Palms systems, in 1963,

Thaz year the Thermal Warer Cnrnpm!.' was purrhand ancl
sequisiteon of the Bovee Water Co., in Thousand Palms, was
discussed, while construction of !.h:'l D. 6and 1. D, & sysicms
of wells, boosters, pumps, rescrvoirs and dissribution lines was
underway. The Erawan Country Club Sysrem was ac wired.
Training af employecs in waterworks operations was also in-
creasing with 14 receiving ceruificates in Seprember. A sudy of
feasibileey of service to Bombay Beach was requested amd
aurthorized

In 1966 the Districe authonzed the Hayes Sereet pumping
station and feservoir. The Shadow Hills Water Co. purchase
was also aurthomzed,

In 1967 the District vook over the operation and maintenan-
ce of the Salton Sea Warer District’s cransmission and
distribution lines built in 1265, on the cast and nonh side of
Saleon Sea
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INDIO HEALTH CAMP STARTED

Abows end- 1903, N. O, Neliow, who bad come here from St Lowss, Mo., opened a health camp in Indio west of the depoi, abour

1040 feer wortd of the fracks, J'r wai primcipally tent bowses about 20 feel apari, opencd to permit air to circslare, Soon all of the rem
ses were pccnpicd by prople who r...imﬁ"um coartel cirfes, D, Juwe Rodrertion was the camp doctor for several years somiid it was
closed fate v 1908, Owe larpe ihelier with a permanenl ihadly served ai a mieeling place. A Jew trees provided ihade.,

— i, ¥, Hivtorcal Socrery Phoro
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WELL DRILLING IN THE VALLEY IN 1910

Abowr it g well drilled by Mariin & Sandfordon T

er Brothers Ranch at Avense 61 and Preree tv 1910, (Note artestan effece.) Left

to right are: Royal B. Thayer, Grant Thomas the well drller, several unidentified persons, ieventh man is Lom Martin, John Coogan

ephrh, A, H. Sawdforad remth, Fred Thayer efeventh, and A, B. Bud Marimn tivrieenth,

Meanwhile upgrading the acguired SYBLCTLS, adding com:-
pleted rrace Bines o the sysiems, drilling more wells and adding
rescrvodr capaciecs, the Dustrice punchased the Palm Desert
Country Club Estates warer and sewer system, marking the first
entry of the Districe in the wastewater reclamarion and treag-
ment Dield

Bombay Beach Authosizes Water Bonds

The Tamarsk Warer Company and Palm Valley Wager
Company acquisitions were authonized in 1968, and the Bom-
bay Beach area was ofganized and :pp{m':d bonds ot lm-
provement Distnce No, 14

Groundbreaking for the Bombay Beach sysiem occurred ina
community cclebravion February 28, 1970, and the Disarn
broughe warer to two assessment districes on the Narth Shore of
LGalton 5ea and one on the wess shore,

The area north of the Whitewater River channel in the Palm
Desert-Rancho Mirage arca was formed as Improvemen
Dhstrices Mo, 16 and 53 and bonds were voted for facilitees,

The Rancho Mirage Water Company was acquired in 1971
and Improvement Diszrior Mo, 17, Middlcton Boad, was for-
med.

Tenfold Increase in Services

By Scprember af 1973 waler service conneciiens had in.
creased to 10,741 of which 9,413 were residential, a nearly ten-
fald increase from 1961 s firse year,

During 1973 w 1974 there were more than 52, 100,000
allpcated in new comstruction of several milhon gallon reser-
voirs, booster srattons, new transmission and distnibunon lines
a8 well as wells. For example in January and February 91 new
services were connected, many new fire hydrants provided, and
more than 22,0060 feet of 6, 8, and 12 inch water mains were
authofized.,

In 197% the Deep Canyon and San Jscinge Mutusl Waker
Companies were added to the Districe™s swsem,

Although some of the systems, including the wacs and
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developments, were wrned over 1o the Districe, withouws
charge, for operation and maintenance, others were acquired
by purchase on the basis that revenues would pay off the cosis
over the years,

Since the inception of the domesiic water program the
Diistrice has acquired systems valued ar §3,.700,0080 and has
constructed [acilivies from bond funds and current revenucs.
The 1976 value of the domesiic water system was listed a1
ncarly 328, (s, 000,

Tib Mile Service Arca

The Dastrict serves domestic water in an arca nearly 70 miles
in length from cast of Diesert Hot Springs and Palm Springs w0
points nearly 20 mibes into Impernal County on bath sides of
Saleon bea.

In 1977 warer for the svitem was deawn from 60 wells, stored
in %1 reservoins with a capacity of nearly 20 million gallons, and
provided fire protecison from nearly 4000 hydranes. More than
16, 900 water customers were served using an aversge of about
15,800,000 gals. daily, By Junc 1978 2500 more users wore added

The exchange of sarc project water with Mevropolitan waser
Dhisteace for Colorado River warer from the aquedect which
tunnels the Livtle San Bernardinos and crosses the Whitewaer
River s of increasing importance to the onore Coachella Valley
Studies indicate thar the imporation of state project warer by
cither of two rouges will require a bond tssue. The Coachella
Diusersct and the Desery Water Agency bought addivional sime
fior increased assessed valuations to carry the burden of the cx-
wenston of facilives o boing that stare wager w this arca. By
1990 surveys have indicared thar the population will be ncar
256,000, an increase of about 400 percent in the Coachella
Diserict area. This graphically indicates the importance of the
importation of new water, oespecially when it 15 realized tha
watet levels have been i.il:dln:illg uc:ilil‘:.' sice 14T and pump-
ing and energy costs are mounting rapidly



Doc’ Jennings Called C.V. Canal Builder

Blackburn Recalled Early Days of Battle for Canal

D, 5. 5. M. Jennings was the indwvidual who had more o do
with bringing water to this desen than any other penon. He
sparkplugged the meenngs with the Secretary of Intenor, the
Reclamanon Commissioner, and other interested groups in
many plices and was continually determined in his push for
the watcr projoct

“He was ane of those fellows who didn's lesiace w go afier
Wh:-“ ht‘ “:Hrl;'l'! rnr Ih” vl]h."p =

That was the firm opinion of Richard W. Blackbum regar-
ding the Coachella Yalley County water Destrict’s firss board
president. Dr. Jennings was president from 1918 10 Mov. 28,
1928 when hie tnign{'d. He was .lprmln:{'d. i ke board as a
director by the Coumy of Riverside in April 1931 and served
until Awgust 19353 when the law permining such appaintments
was repealed.

Came On Boasd in 1921

Blackbum succecded M. V. White, 2 merchant representin
the Thermal arca on the onginal board, White's personal al-
fairs took him away from the Villey and prompied his
resignation in May 1921, Blackburn became a member on the

board June 2, 1921, and later succeeded Jennings as presidem
from 1928 unul Ocober 30, 1932, (Blackburm p away in
Janusry 19659.Y

Retired in 1968 on the family anch on Avenue 73, east of
Highway 86, Blackburn cited three incidents during the early
VEars of the water dsirict that have redounded o the benefin of
all Coachella Valley.

e was the agreement that the agricultural interests would
Eu! be charged 25 per cont of the costs of building Hoover

am.

High Farm Share

It had been recommended by the Burcau of Reclamartion
that in the development of Boulder Dam Project, 2% per cent
of the costs of the dam should be charged to agriculture. There
was no particular opposition (o this plan of Arthur P. Davis,
Reclamareon Service director, by the Impernial Iivigacion Districe
prople so the Coachella Valley District contaceed the Secretary
of Incerior for a hearing. The hearing was scheduled in San
Dicgo in the Spring of 1923 with all of the imvolved Westeon
states represented and present. Anorney Thomas C. Yager was
w estily regarding Coachella Valley's opposition, When the

THERMAL TOWMN HALL BUILT 1NN 1908

w the Fleetwood Horel war the Thermal Toww Hall which foced wowrd on Kokel! berween Hipbway 111 and

Across tie sireer fro
— . V. Hittorical Society Colfection

Paler. The budding way desiroyed by five in the wriddle teeny,
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CV deleganon arnved in San Dicgo, the Depamment of In-
terior afficials called Yager into conference and told him they
had withdrawn their posipon, * Tom went in frong of the 200-
500 present and explained”™ thar the government had come w
the realization that &1 would not be fair 1o charge the
agricultural lands one-gquamner of the cost of Hoover Dam

“That was an cxclusive accomplishment and one of the
historical actons this Districr can rake credic for in the early
years, " Blackburn declared,

The sexond accomplishment was o get Coachella Valley's
namc s the carly legslation therehy establishing el foun-
datson for the Coachella Branch of the All Amencan Canal

Gt Mame In Bill

When the first drafy of the Boulder Canyon Act did not in-
clude the Coachella Valley, after much difficuley and contacts
with our legislators the construction of the All Amencan Canal
to serve the Imperial ““and Coachella™ Valleys was included. It
was only by determinazion and by soliting influenual suppon
that the Dussrit achieved this victory,

He recalled that this Valley gave Phil Swing a kot of support
ir his firsy campaign for Congress when Riverside, Impenal and
San Diego Counties were in the same Congressional Distrace.

“In the 20's we mok o caravan of cars o Riverside and
paraded through the streets ending up with a rally on the
Courthouse lawn. We had a frame erected on one Model T on
which we placed a Swing and Mary Bundschuh (now Mrs. Mary
Combs) would swing back and fourth while a banner
prochimed ’ Swing with Swing for Congress” and it drew a b
of avtention,”” he recalled.

A third accomplishment was (o halt a move by the Metro-
politan Warer Disrice in their conurace for warer vhar
wastld have upser the priontics for the agnouloerl arcas,

Hald Viral Session

That contract had been sipned when the Imperial and
Coachella Disgrics learned of the move. Blackbumn recalled
that the Distraces asked for 2 meeting with the Metropolitan
board which was arrapged Wednesday, Feb, 12, 1930, at 11
a.m. He and Mark Rose and Pressdent Earl Pound of the Im-

'.- =
- - L
» _f."“_;‘ -H ot .' -~ . A

- L %

s

i -ih._--h- =y

=gy il h""- -

%

F:l'mL Dvisericy apended and were asked wo present their case,

“We did and at noon were wold thar they would ke our
complaint under adviscment. They were told the question had
to be seuled that day. They ag (o retuen in the afternoon.
]'_':Iurmg the moon howr we lHﬂ.‘E‘d o keep them in seition, all
night of necessary. Ar midnaghe they agreed o come back in
session Thursday morming. The discussions conginued thar day
and Friday.

“In the meantime we were in souch with Tom Yager and
Charbes Childress, the owo disines” atrorneys, in Washington
at each recess and during the evenings. We presume MWD was
in touch with iis aiomey W, B, Mawhews, also in the capisol.
Our group agreed on a draft of a telegram we would send 1w
our attorneys if we failed 1o resolve the problem and we con-
tinued to sand firm,

MWD Gives In

At noon Saturday the Metropolitan board capitulated
when we presenred the elegrams we intended o send. We
cach called our aterneys that the contract was 1o be with-
drawn. Hunda}-. when the sub-committee vored an the first
appropriaticn of $10,660,000 (in the second deficiency bill for
Ii: building of Boulder Dam and the All hm:nran Canal},
the vore was 4-3. Our opposition could have killed it

As it was the a pmpn:mn bill in final passage carried with
it compliance of the six-state Colorade River Compact, the
President's proclamation of it ratification and California’s
agreement to limic ds use v the mainstream.

On February 21, the agrculiural groups underscored their
victary in priority when the agreement to division of the water
was entered into by all agencies. In June 1931, in Los Angeles,
the agriculivral growps were given the ferst 3,850,000 acre feer
of warer and che agreement was racificd Aug. 18 by all boards.

Blackburm made 3 number of tnps o Washington regarding
conferences on legislation including the Swing-Johnson Bill
which was approved December 21, 1928, It was the sixth of a
scrics of bills, the fist pwo providing enly for building of the
All-Amenican Canal, the others for the Boulder Canyon Project
inchuding the canal 1o Impenial and Coachella Valleys.
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THIS WAS MECCA ABOUT 1904

Ar deft i the Caravaniary, riag place of progpec

tors and wiiitors #o the community of Mecea abour 1903 At rght & the afrac-

.’I-I'mm Siare."" R. hbff&_r Myers, developer, changed name from *'Walters”' to Mecca in Sepresmber

Become kno )
par o e Ao — . ¥, Hirtomcal Socrety Phoio

of that yesr.
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LUNDERGROLMNE SYSTEM

Zanrero turns palve on wertiide ranch water stand of the Coachells
m widely wized  iealer-cornierving  SO00.giile -
derground gEinbeion wysfem wiveh deliver ¢ 150,000 acre
feer of Codorads River water wia the 123 %-naile canal fo the
valley 't rawches.

— CFCHFD PHOTO e 1970

Hisvory should record thar warer districe officials including
President Blackbum, Chester Sparey, Ben Clary and Counscl
Thamas Yager were carly dunc-buggy ninates,

The board had expressed a desire 1o see the proposed All
Armercan Canal route, On Apal 12, 1930, with two Model T
Fords the group ser out from near Yuma over the sand dunes,
up the rautc of the high line canal which was 10 be the arca of
the Coachella Branch, 1o a point 13 miles cast of Mecca,

Mr. Blackburn tolls i this way:

“NW¢ had an iiching oo sce the fouic of the canal, and see it
for ourselves. So we boughe ewo Fords, one for 875 and one for
£12%. We ok the fenders off them, took a 12-inch bele and

¢ blocks underncath so we could bole the belis 1w the
wheels, They worked very well. We ran as close as we could 1o
the actual canal site-route and followed it over the dunes.
We'd race along av a premy pood clip bur when we came wo the
edge of some and locked down, some of these drops weee 20-
30 feet. e made the ip preewy inceresting, As 1 eecall o we had
o skeer 3 lor of arca bae we made it home. "

Ofifice In Coachella

Firss mectings of the board were held in the building bet-
ween Sich and Seventh Sireees on Highway 111 i Coachells.
Later the Stormwater Bodard shared the offices and the
Coachella Farm Bureaw also held is mectings in the building.

The Colorado River Commission hearings led to the Sanca Fe
Compact. Herbert Hoover, bater to become President, presided
over the Commission which held 18 sessions as well as a scrics
of public hearings in Phocnix, Los Angeles, Saly Lake City,
Grand Junction, Denver, Chevenne and Santa Fe.

Blackbum represented the Districe ar these meerings and
recalls riding in Hoover's private aileoad car from Saly Lake

Cary tor Denver ain 1922, A one vime on a visan 1o the Coachiclla
and Imperial deleganons, Hoover was asked if be would nan for
President. Hoover replicd: "1 couldn’y do thar, P'moonog
poliecizn enough, "'

Tempers Shoe

During the final hearings which led to :lr:.Fl;:i:Lg the Calorado
River Compacy on NMovember 24, 1922, rempers flared on oc-
caseon, Counsel Yaper anmended the final meetings, He repor-
teel oo instance was when Hoover, aficr a noon recess, arguod
with the agriculiural group (Yager, Mark Bose, Earl Pound of
Imperizl) that “yvou ought to gove some more, and oughe 1o
reach an agreement. " Rose brassled and said: *" And you can go
1o the dewl ™

From Movember & untl December 2, 1922, when the copy
of the deaft reached the Coachella board, President Jennings
had ket the board on call and & mer 13 vmes, (Daaly Novem.
ber 17 through 25.)

In the 1920's the board made another of the mporan
decisions, which was to file on all unappropriated warers from
the streams in the Whizewarer River shed and “'to delimie the
use of warer o present acquired righis, as well a8 sciing in
mation the setting up of water reserves and withdrawal of
government lands for spreading works. The Whitewater was
adjudicared in May 1924."

Appropriite S5000

Following a mass meeting of interested citizens December 8,
1918, the board the next vear appropriated $5000 for a survey
and investigation of an All Amencan Canal route by the
Reclamation Service (now the Bureau of Reclamacion) under
the Kettner Bill, and in 1921 under the Kincaid bill, both
dealing only with the canal,

“‘Ohir board ook an early position on the Boulder Canyon
Project legislation thar Hoover Dam should provide water for
lands capable of imgaton, regulare the mver for flood proec-
teon, and develop power at no cost to agriculoural lands. '

The Swing-Johnson Bill, Boulder Canyon Project Acr, was
approved in mber 1928, and in March 1929 this desaric
conracted jointly with the Imperial leriganion Districe for sur.
veys of a main canal with Coachella o pay one-fifth the cose. In
May Blackburm was named o the Boulder Dam Adsociatson as
a director. The board foresaw drainage problems and included

studics and works in the canal legstation.

Dpinions Differed

Differences of opinion arose in the valley as o whether this
arca should be part of the Impenal Yalley or “go it alone, ™’
Blackburn recalled thar Commissioner of Reclamation Elwood
Mead, a3 well 28 Distnce Engineer A L. Sondercgger. had ex-
pressed their opinion thar in their judgement the two valleys
ought to be together, and after che surveys had been made and
the cost estimates completed, thar was the thing o do.

The board had contulied wath Jh'I.F-!,'I"i.Il hrigalinn Dierricy
which already had the know-how and cxperience in water mar-
ters and delivening of water, “know-how which we did no
have, all led us 1o believe thar it was in the bess intercses of this
valley.™

If Coachella united with Imperial in buildi the canal
§3,000.000 savings were cxsumaied, the board belicved. Ten
vears barer the canal was built a3 cost of £30-0dd-millions and
that was in the tough of the depression. Three millon dollars
sounded like 2 lot of money then, and nghdy or wrongly,
Blackburn says, an independent districe appeared (o be the
st costly route vo travel, Inwas this difference of opinion thar
led to the Oceaber 1932 cleciion of 3 new board

I



Westerfields Opened First Valley Bank, 1912

The First Masonal Bank in Coachella is the Valley's aldes:
fenancial wstruion being established December 6, 1912,

Bur there was an earlier bank of which a very interesting
stary 15 vold by John W. Weserfield, scion of the First
Narsonal’s founding Westerfield Brothers, John M. of Banning
and Harry A. Coachella,

As wold to John W., 3 bank was established in Coachella in
the carly 1900°s on Camaloupe Avenue, now Highway 111,
soanth of Hamner's Furniture, the hui]:ling wis destroyed by
Fire many years ago.

A pair of men came into the Valley and took over a building,
comstructing with timbers a vault which had a heavy door. They
opencd for business and many scutbers brought in money for
deposic and apeoned accounirs. A Ffew weeks later the bank did
riast ngcn on o Monday morning and citizens, when they wem
into the bank, found thar the vault door was easily opencd and
there was nothing in the safe but chocks and deposit slips lying
loosely in a3 heap on the foor.

The First Marwonal Bank was opened by John M. Wesser
ficld, President, who was operaning a bank he siarved in Ban-
ning in 1900 His brocher, Harry A, Westerfield, had come 1
the Valley in July 190% o farm, When the First National was
opencd in the second store of the first bailding norch of the
comer of Seventh and Cantaloupe, a wtal of §2010 wus
deposited the opening day, Harry was Vice Presadent and he
and Mrs, Westerfield and a bookkeeper represented the rogal
bank personnel the first days,

In 1920 the bank moved to the presemt location of Lopes
Hardware on Smth Street and in 1948 moved to the present
modern bank building. It is interesting w0 nove thar the same
architect provided plans for the Coachella City Hall, buile in
1950 while John W, was the city’s first mavor from Decembier
20, 1946 o Apal 11, 1950,

John was born in 1893 and carne west with his parents from
Omaha, Mebraska, From 1903 o 1918 he anended school,
gradiaging from Riverside, California high school in 1912,
Omaha University, and Qccidental College. He worked pan
time for this father on the ranch, calling Coachella his home af-
ter July 5. 1912, He and his brother Arthor M. Westerficld
boaaghi their first ranch in 1917 abowr a2 mile south of
Coachella on Harrizon Sareer.

In 1212 he assisted his parents in the bank, worked on the
Farm and was ancending school, coming back to the Valley after
college in 1920,

In 1923 he moved 1o Los Angeles where he was employed by
the Pacific Southwest Trust and Savings Bank, then by the
People’s National Bank which was sold to the Mational Bank of
Commerce. In 1935 he went (o Phoenix, Arizona, where he
was offsce manager for the Richfield Oil Company for the Stae
of Arizona. He was with the al company three vears,

In 1938 he came back to the Yalley 1o make his pormanene
home. At first he farmed his own place and several others in-
cluding a date garden north of Indio. a farm in the Indian
Wells area, and the oniginal 40 scres he had purchased with
bragher, Arthur.

His brother Arthur had graduated from Oecidencal College
in 1920 and had returned vo the Valley where he lived until his
death in 1950 and where he also had been conneoved with the
hank.

First Districe Auvchitor
His father, Harry A. Westerficld, was the first audivor of the

iR

Coachells Valley County Warer Diserict and served intermii-
LENE APPENLIVE [erms over the years

The Firs National Bank of Coachella took over the assets of
the First Mational Bank of Indio which had been espablished in
1923 by Clarence E. French. Chester L. Sparcy and others. (The
Indio bank had mken over some assers of the Coachella Valley
State Bank ar Thermal,) When the bank holiday came in 1932
it had so weakened the Indio bank's position thar the Wester-
ficlds, on encouragement from the Controller of Curtency,
took over the Indio institution and none of the depesitors suf-
fered. The bank has since been known as The Fiest Marional
Bank in Coachella,

"“Those were rough days dunng the bank holidays and
depression,”” Westerficld recalls.

He and Stanley G. Owman, leng-time cashier of the present
First National, recall chat ' money was scarce in the early days
of the Valley, "

Dean of Villey Bankers

Chitman, son of Mr. and Me. Eaymond G. Ooman, who
came 1o the Yalley in 1910 frem Los Angeles afier having come
weit 4 few years before from New York Stane, was connected
with the bank from 1930 to 1974, which made him the dean of
Valley bankers,

Ooeman was bom i Los Angeles, He apended college in
Pamoana, having worked in the bscal bank while in high school
i 1923-23 and afver pradustion in 1925,

Stan remembers the days of the "*Sidewinder” a train that
ran from Lod Angeles go Calexico daily and rerumed.

He has old day books of the Finst Mational Bank showing a
Ly ical d:}"ﬂ hassarirss inrh.lding a handful of loans, the largess
of which was for 8100 and the others ranging from $10 o 525,
maostly based on a homesteader's gnodg chamacter of
businessmen on mongapes. Deposits rarcly reached more than
a couple of hundred dollars a day in the 19171918 period.

Almost Refused Loan

1 recall one local rancher coming in all dresed up onc day
and my dad almost refused him a loan of less than $50 so0 he
could po to Los Angeles on the "“Sidewinder'" because he
didn'y I."nﬂgni::' him."JnhH aaie,

When his father came oo Conchella Valley in 1903, the
Coahuilla Development Company was located in Coachella
and it publicized itself as borer of anesian and pumping wells,
3. A. Pauley was president; C. R. Cawthon, Yice Presadent; A,
L. Selig, Secverary, and B, F. Boone, Teexrer,

In the years since, the Bank of America, Desere Bank (now
Snuﬁ“' Pacific Mational Bank), Uniied California Bank, Cay
Mational Bank, Crocker Mational Bank, First National Bank
and Trust Co., and Desert Empire Bank of Cathedral City,
with the exception of the laner, have established branches
from Palm Springs to Salton Ciry.

Built Indio Depot

Fred P. Jayne, formerly of Mecea, was reported by the Dhate
Palm in March 1919 as now being in the onion business. Jayne
was the conteactor whe buils the Indio depot in the carly
1880,
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BIRTHPLACE OF GEORGE LEACH FRONTED ON ARABIA TOWNSITE

Jobw 5. Leach family lived in this bome when Arabia bad a post office, store and cotton gin between Thermal and Mecea, |. Win
Wilion operated the valley's first cotton gin at Arabia, Left to right are: Mrs, Herbert Leach, (Joku's mother from Masachusests);
Mr. awd Mrs. Jobn Leach; Mrs. Minnte Magaw; Mr. Low Harvey, (Mrs. Leach's Brother), Long-time water district direcior George
Leach and sivter, Mre, Creed Melntorh, greie up here. - €. V., Hirorea! Saciery Colfecrion

Arabia: Only Authenic Valley Ghost Town

Coachella Valley has an authentic ghost rown.

Taday there is very lintle evidence of what was once
romoted as *'onc day the leading center of commerce in the
ertile Coachella Valley,™

The ghost town is Arabia. At one nime, nearly 40 acres were
subdivided by 3 man named John Webb, and sireets laid ot
{Somc carly residents declare not only were several streets in
bur sereer lamp posts had been erected., )

It had already been esablished by the pime Mr. and Mrs.
John 8. Leach, father of George Leach. long-time director of
the Coachella Valley County Water District, came to purchass
40 acres adjoining che townsiee in 1903,

The townsite of the “rown of the valley™' was locared ber-
ween Avenie 60 and 61 south of Highway 111, about halfway
between Thermal and Mecca, An old dare garden marked par
of the area for years, planced onginally by the American Date
Co, easy and south of what was long the Creed Mclntosh home.
Mes. Mclntosh i a daugheer of the John Leachs.

““There was a store, a post office, and the valleys first conon
gin, operated by J. Win Wilson who cstablished the Date
Palm, 2 weekly newspaper in Indio in 1912, Leach recalls,
continuing that *‘the rilroad had a siding there, 1o, ™

**] was a small boy when the store was abandoned. Wilson

Disaster Strikes Durbrow

Gearge Durbrow, who originated and operated the Liver-
pool Salt works an the Salton Sea (at Salton), in 1896 hired In-
dians 1o build a iwo-story show place Indio home just east of
what is now Montoe and Highway 86, He employed Henry
McKay as superintendent of his salt works, and the McKay
Family lived near Sahon for several years and in Coachella,
Durbrow suffered a double loss thar pauperized him. In 190%
the Colorado River flowed unimpeded inte the Salion Sink
submerging his salt works investment and the next year his San
Francisco holdings were wiped out by the earthquake

moved the cotton gin o Thermal in 1920, and thar was the
beginning of the end of Amba, ™

Leach recalls that Arabia, besides the store and post office,
hined g subdivision, "' Our house was nexe to i, foughly 3 quareer

of a mile away. The promoters built one house which stood
there many years wnnil it was rorn down about 193% aleng with
the store bullding—and Arabia was no more,

When the moad was put 0 beoween Thermal and Mecow, oo
didn’t go down alongside the raileoad but it teened south from
the milroad on Picree 1o Avenue 66 and then cast o Meoo,
That was abour 1920.

100 Mules in Corral .

“V remember che mb max barch plang was located m Arabia

during the mad construction. The crews building the storm
channel levees and the road crews used the old stoere building
for headquarters and a mess hall. The stormwater districe con-
tractors ag pimes had about 100 mules in a corral about 00
feet northwest of the store close to an anecsian well {which is
still in existence). The stone was located northeast of the Creed.
Mcintosh home. The gin was bocared 900-1000 feer cast of
Mclntosh, just about where Pierce Street continues south from
Highway 111 ax the railroad.

] weni o school 4t Theemal which had three rooms. The
outside was stuccoed with rough cement, thrown at the walls to
make it rough. The principal was Mrs, Walker. | graduared in
1924 and went on to the high school out on Avenue 56

“We had just dire reads in my grammar school days, with
decp ruts cut by the steel rimmed wagon wheels, Cars would
have trouhle with high center. The main road from Thermal
stayed on the west side of the storm channel to Avenue 60 and
then east acrods the storm channel o the railroad, then
folbowed the pracks 1o Meoca.™”

He told about riding the bus 1o high scheel. He rode a
Model-T Ford high school bus the last year in grammar school,
Befare that time, they wouldn't ler grammar school pupils nde
the high school bus. *“W%c walked up the railroad 1o Thermal
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rather than take a buggy and go the long way around. " When
he started high school the district had a solid tired White bus,
later two new Koo buses were bought, and he drove one part of
the time.

Leach praduared from Coachella Valley High School in
1928. The first buildings have been gone many years, Two
were built side-by-side with a nmcncdaparin between, Rooms
were divided with folding doors which apened in hot weather,
and ceiling fans were used.

:Ehlll'.ﬁ Took the Crop

Leach’s father raised cantaloupes in the carly days on his 40
acees. There were no viruses of discases in the early years and
cantalowpes produced very heavy, One year the aphids wok the
whole crop because there were no chemicals vo conteol the pest,
Mr. Leach believes this is the resson cantaloupes went ot 45 3
leading crop.

“In those days,” Leach recalls, *'a group of farmers wens
together and buile an ice plang ar Coachella o ice carloads of
cantaloupcs and other vegetables and produce. The main area
of the Valley was from Cozchella souch, cencering in Thermal
arca where it was casy to ger water. You'd dnll a d.inch well
abour 500 feer and wacer flowed.

""We didn’t have electncity on our place untl 1925 because
we had plenty of water and didn’y need any pumps. When the
wells did go down we put in a centrifugal pump in a pit nine
feer deep, that's as deep as you could dig i because of the
water table, [t was even higher before that, bur as wells were
pumﬁ:d the level of the surface water went down,

"We always had a salt problem in the Thermal area, If vou
didn’t plant a crop every year you had problems. You didn's
dare let the land by idle, We'd plane barley, keep the water on
it, and the only place it would grow was in the furrows, The
arca was always saliv if you didn’t keep farming it. and farmers
had to learn how to farm it, and keep farming it, which in of-
fect was leaching the sales down,

1 remember that you could rake 3 shovel any place between
Thermal and Mecca's Garden of the Sering Sun and dig down
three foer and ger water, Sale was all over the lower valey,

“After the cancaloupe deal went out, farmers grew onions,
white wax and yellow Bermudas, If you got 500 sacks an acre
you were doang well. About every three yeans the marker would
be good, in berween Texas would kill the market, On the good
year, because of floods or other problems, Texas production
would be down and prices would go up. On the bad years we'd
try b sabvage onions by stoning them under shade and then po
through and grade our, but usually we ended up dumping the
harvese,

“l remember thar 1918 was a real good year. My folks
prossed about $5%,000 and since my dad hadn't been back to
Boston o see his folks since he came out here in 1903 from a
job as 3 wholesale buyer in a dry goods store, he baded us four
children and mother on a train we went back o spend
three months,"” be said,

Leach’s father came here because Fred and Roy Thayer,
enstern school friends, had encouraged him to do o, Roy sold
him the 40 zcres, even though he had never been on a farm
before.

“He was like a lot of other cardy proncers. He came here
because of friends and because friends recruired friends in
those days,””

His home had burned wwice, the last ome in 1925, In 193%
he was married to Iris Humphers, whose father a rilroad man,
had taken his savings and reoted land and farmed on Avenue
60 near Highway 86

Mr. Leach first went wo work for che U, 5. Dawe Gardens,

]

POST OFFICE WAS "OVER THERE"

Former water fiprel divector, George H. Leach i posstoeg
tonvared Higheway 111 amd Prerce where the Anabia post office,
tiare awd cottor gin were docated, fess A. Irey war mamed frri
Dasteeaiter in Aradra Awguse 22, 19515, The orpinal boaenisie way
40 aeres, Leach war borm on the adiorming nte. In backgrousd of
Hhin 1968 photo war the third Bowe .E-m?f&y the Leach family on
e oripinad howmenite, It war destroyed by fire i the garly “T0'y,
the recond bome had bwrned fn 1923,

being hired one day by Dewey Moaore in 1929, A, ). Shamblin
was head of the experiment stacion then under direction of Dir.
Walier T. fm'ingir. Leach worked 1o the Mecca stanion which
the government had on lease uncl 1940,

“I remember never being bored in those davs. We had
work before and afier school. Encemnamment inchuded Eu\.ing 1]
church, to church funcrions, neighbathood parties, and hun.
ting.

“"Hunting was poed in those days, You could go out with a
22-calibee rifle and came back with a handful of rabbics.
Reservairs ateracted ducks and you could ges plenty of them as
well as quail. Quail were plennful, much more than now. In
the carly days we didn't know much, or think much, about
hunting sexions of hunting laws, ™

Ancient Fish Traps

Circular rock structures near the end of Jackson and Avenue
66, below the shore of the ancient Lake Calwills, have aitraciod
scieniss and archeologis since their discovery several decadies
ago. The Riverside Couwnty Parks Drﬁmmrm and County
hissorical commission have marked the siie 25 3 point of
bistorical inverest and recommended a MNational Landmarks
desipnation. The traps were buike by the carly inhabitants when
the Colorado River flowed inte the Salton Sink and filled the
depression o the forty feer above sea level mark, readily vessble
as 2 shore line along the western Coachella Valley foothalls.




With People Came Demands for &chools

Indio Sent Seven Pupils to Railroad Tent School in 1896

In 189 there were only 30 people living in the Indio en-
virons, most of them emploved by the Southern Pacific
ﬁ|:|h|:|:||.'|. bt ewven s ﬂ'u' |.'|q'r11:| nd far qn;|1:|r:|:|n|1 af the childien
maunted

It was that vear that a tent howse was erevied cast of the
exilroad station and the valley's fimt school opened with a
prachict and SEVCE p'u[lih.

It wasnt uncil siv vears later thar the fist schools were
opencd a1 Mecca, Thermal and Coachella

In 1897 the patrons of the Indio school district caused o be
built an adobe schasol on the nostheast cormer of Fargo and Bliss
where the Elks Lodge building is now locaved, It was the fima
!H.'hl.ﬂ:il tﬂ.ll.lllll'lpr mn EIH.' 'IJ.“E'I' t'HIIII rur Bl Il FH.IFP'I_'H'E -II'IL- Il'lltlii
sehool districr was organized October 2, 1897,

The brown adobe building was also wsed for chrch worship
until 3 twosroom white frame school was bl 5 1909 on the
bt where the Greyhound Siaton now stands

The framve builching was moved about 1930 o south of che
obd Roosewelt School on Highway 111, and was used varsously
as 3 hopsinal duning the 1918-1919 flu cpedermic, 3 calerena
amd finally fod SLOFART

Ohin June 10, 1926, a contract was et for a hollow tile school
building on the southeast corner of Blis and Oaus, 1o be
known as Lincaln School. It was torn down in 1957, The Indian
Wells “Point Happy™ School was organized in 1916 and
merged with the Indio District July 1, 1929,

Citieens of other communitics organized schools in the carly
1900's even before formal Districts  were  voted
Litele Gireen Schoolhoose

The Kokell School Diserier was established in 1902 and a
twoeranm Lt le Geeen Schoolhouse ™ wan bl in 107 where
the Theemal Bapuise Church stands, Irwas moved 10 3 new iwo-
oo schonod on the present site of the John Kelley schanl in

——
-

1912, The first school opened with nine pupils, In 1908 the
Thermal Grammar School Districe was ogganized and in 1947 it
was ml::gl:..! with the Hm.ign School which had been escablshied
in 1911 on Avenue 62, and both became the Thermal Union
School District. The Wesiside School, buile i 1964, on
Avenue 56 west of the high school, was part of the Districy all
of which is now L=l al the umificd HHI:':,' school disteice,

The Walters Schiool was orgamized in 1902 and firse scssions
began in 1903, It was scorganized as the Meoca Elemeniary
Disteice in 1900, The firse school was bocated a1 the corner of
Highway 19% and Hammond Road. The first seacher was a Mos
Busckman uniil a peomanent tcacher Miss Maindland was em-
ploved, She later became Mo, Dale Kiler,

The Orasas School District was formed in 1914 and fira classes
were held in 3 vent on the C. L. Edmunds Kanch, oncfourth
mile south of the present school site, An acre of land was pur-
chased in 1917 and a one-room school built, a second room was
added in 1926, two more in 1932, and twe more in 1940, The
firse teacher listed in 1920 was Miss Bessic L. Blackely. Mem-
bers of her class included Richard Blackbauem, lawer viee
president of the school board, and Robenn Vote, an area ran-
chier until eecently, The Dustrwe had more classtooms and ocher
buikdings added, including a Sea View School ar Salion Cay
with five clasroams which begiming 19456 made a punp whoaol
districe, before the lower valley districs unified eary in 19707

The Coachella Grammar School opened in 1902 10 a one-
roam building with cight pupals. A fow years later a four-room
frame school was constructed on the present site of Palm View
School. It had 3% pupils by 1904 when Miss Carrie Conover was
the weacher for grades 1-8. The present Palm View School was
basilt an 1926 and modermized in 1953, Since then additonal
chassrooms amd schoals were buily includmg Dareland, Perer
Pendelion and Valley View

FIRST INDIO SCHOOL AT FARGO AND BLISS NEARLY AWASH IN 1914

f.-r.lr.l-ﬁn'nl_.l; MOFIEEL lII"j"ru'il fanIEe il COrner r_l-_ll'- .F:u:gq anad Blus pw Taifen o _.f.mr.r.-j Tl J"u"':n.nl" 1Ll el f:_,l" rhe ﬁn.r diole e
owrlalimg v phe communiry. Ad rhe e af thiv photo the baidfdimg war wied by pbe Commesnity Charch wivich later became the
Metbodins Charch, Bebinad the builiding i the greew panvonage. To right o main Saisens ok st vhar tieve. The sive af the church

sehood 15 wow occupied by the Tndio Elks Lodlge buifamg.

e, V. Hisrarieal Sociery Colfeermmw
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Ungil 1916 pupils from Poine Happy anended Coacliclla
schools but a dissrice was organized char year ac Indian Wells
It's one-room school merped with Indio July 1, 1920, The
Diesent Center ares withdrew from Coachells in 1933,

Prior 1o 1910 there was ne high school in Coachella Valley.
Students attended schools outside the valley. But the cighth
grade graduating classes warranted stanting 3 high school and a
wai cutablished o bogin in Scptember 1910 in the Thermal
church

Early High Sehool Sices

The matter of locanon of the high school posed wo
problems: Each community waneed the school and sone had
proper Bacilivies. It was ascemained that there would be no
pupils from Indio thar year, and since Theemal had built 3 new

rammar school, leaving the old onc-room building vacant,
the high school was opened there with one tcacher — Mr, ],
W, w.IH"I:I'I. :ni‘l rigi‘ll T.|I;.|]‘.|I-'l

In 1911-1912 the amendance increased and 3 Miss Canne
Shephard was added. The thord year Me. Harms succceded
Warren, The Thermal Church was used for clismoms from
19010 w0 1913,

Mrs. Gilberr (Martha Evans) Alderman buily what & now the
Thermal Hotel on agreement with the high school board thar it
¢ leased and used for school purposes. In the 19131914 term
Mr, George Beach was principal, with Miss Shephard and Miss
Lehman {now Mrs. . F. W of Mooca) as ecachers. The school
ws buily with four classrooms and an assembly room, the lag-
ief now the boby and lnvang mom of the horel occupied by
Mrs, Gilbers (Aldeoman) Hamman, A shed was built on the
tear of the parcel o provide for the ponics children e 1o
school. The large poplar tree (Balm of Gilead) sull flourishes
and the school fag pole still exizs, Because the schoal was ot
-cuin: ready for nrrUﬁmqr in the Fall of 1913, Mrs, Wise recalls
thar she bricfly raughr a class in the church belfry,

nest two years were, no doubr, the most difficuly of the
fledgling school s hiam?' with the communitics all clamorin
toreebgain ins permancin locaton, espeoally since Coachella an
Theemal with elementary class enrollments of 42 and 34 ox-
cecded India’s 27, Bug since Thermial had vacated iis original
basslding., st won the onor,

The high school sessions were moved o Coachella for a
while, where it occupicd part of the new four-room grammar
whaool, and cthen back v Thermal, Bumor has i that ot one
rme in its carly history, the students were mer on a Monday

maarring and prnsparicd by hay ok o Mecca oo hald ool
there a foew days

Afier carcfully studying all of the propositions and afgumen-
15 of each community, the board ndy::nm-:ﬁ finally sewled the
matrer by accepting a gift of 10 acres of raw land from Mr, G.
H. Marbonne. This site located ar Avenue 36 and Van Buren,
wis selected on the prounds that it was near the peographical
venter of che valley. Another factor, o the story gocs, 5 that i
solated the young boys from the community’s pool room
diversions,

There were two gradustes of ohe 1003 class, Ray Compron
and Owva Rugple® one an 1904, Mable Ivv: one in 190%, May
Cary: and five in 1916, Arhur Wesierficld, Glenford
Mathews, Ethel Miller (Smar), Mary Harmon (Tavlor), and
Melvin Bishee

The first building was rushed o completion on the new site
so that commencement exercises could be held for the class of
FO L6 in May.

The school moved from Thermal dunng the summer and
opened with first classes on the new site i the Fall of 1906,
The first bulding was converted to a shop unit in 1939, It was
torn down and replaced with a new building elsewhere on the
campus in 1932-53. In 1924 a sccond building was erected cast
of the first and served 25 an assembly and auditornum, girls”
gym and classroom uneil abandoned and moved 10 a new site
m 1941,

O July 1, 1936, with the addition of 204 square miles alon
Salion 5¢a in Impenal County, st became joint union htgﬁ
school dmericn, Addivional acres were added the high school sie
duning the years w provide a campus of 80 acres.

In 1948 the Edom arca withdrew from Indio Elementary and
the high schoal districes to join the Palm Springs diserice.,

Increased anendance from the Palm Desent through Indio
arca evidenced need for an additional high school in the 19%0%
and 40 acres were purchaied berween Avenue 46 and Highway
111 at the southeast corner of Clinton southwes: of lndso. The
fimt shool buildings were constructed in 1938, Thar Fall
classes opened for the ninth grade and erch year a grade was
added uniil the first senior class praduared in May 1962,

Principals or superintendents of the CV High School districe
over the years have been: |, W Warren 1910-1912; Mr. Harris
191 2- 191 3; George T, Beach 1913-1%16: James Fergusen 1916-
1920 Harey E. Howe 1920-1929%; E. B, Dykes 1920-194%; D.

feomsimned on page 103)

OLDy AND NEW C. W, HIGH SCHOOLS [N 1917
At lefi iv the firse biph whool, mow the Thermal Hotel, mote the fTagpole and corral at rear. In 1916 the fint sentar clasi gradvared

she mew ow mght in the Spron

. The new site war on ten sorel donated by G. H. Narbogwe, on Avenue 56 and Van

Burew, Firit clzives began in Fall af 1916, (See sehools story. ) Bord phovai sabes iw 1918,

: I

— . V. Historrcal Socrety Collection
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COACHELLA VALLEY 'S FIRST HOMESTEAD AND WHITE CHILD

Tihis 1899 view ihows the bosce an the Ompinal Pasrick Gale “Devert Enery Aet'" bomestead. frrve
i the Coachells Valley, Located mortlwest of the Jackion Steeet overpass in Indio. Alio shown are
Mrs. Par Crale, Mre, Dess {:nyﬁn_]-, E 5 Evererr. The cladef ey Mesy Crnadaredls Conriney, _.I"J"J"!I.I' wileie

¥
oy P TR ..

EDITH MAMMN ROSS

Owe of firit school children
i 159G i Tmdlip, wow o bare-
Joid race af Jirst July 4 celebra.

=

chold borm (1898) an what it Towne Street sowth of Midei Avenwe i Indio. Ererett way a promisent  Hon.

early day burimesiman awid citrzen. The firis boy war Dawid Elgen barm i 1899,

{Daily News Phoro raben i

— €. V. Hivtorscal Sociery Collecrion  1977)

Mrs. Edith Ross, Valley's First Lady, Came in 1886

Eclith Mann Ross s vruly Coachella Valley's firse lady,

She came here in 1896 and had resided  here most of ber
s,

The bare oot ;jrl of ihe 1890 was one of four childien al
the fage 5. A, Mann, who aroived in Indio *“in time for me o
start 1o school and help make up the G class, ™

The famaly ingluded brothers Will, Asa and sister Polly. Mr
Mann brshed off a small ranch abowt four miles southwest of
Coachella.

Her fmher and broaher lager weit inio che anesan well
drilling business. Early valley ECpOTES ilsow their name on old
Ievgs amcl eocords of valley H‘l.'lL.

In 1900 Miss Mann was marricd 1o Bailey Ross, a Southern
Pacific Railtoad switch engine engineer. The Kowcs contnued
the sniceesas her father began in agrsculoere, Her facher mean-
while had started a vegetable garden south of the A G
Tingman store in Indie. He grew tomatocs, turnips, peas,
camons, benuce, sinng beans, cabbape and cantaloupes. Ms
Risss pemcmbers,

The Ross family was intniguecd by the moncy being made
growing cantaloupes. and Mo, Row recalls thar Mr, Ross did
the planving and smogaring whibe she ran the gas engine on the
lietle pump. Their firest crop ended up a Balure and Icft them
with a debs of 340 10 Wells Fargo bevause of the high cose of
marketing. The prices were good, she recalls, but the cost of
tramsponation, sorge, cooling and harvesting a1 the nighe
ripening time caused the greatest anxicrics

It was her impression thar the first melons grown came from
sevd from the Rocky Ford melon country in Colormado, 3
p:l-l:h:igt of seecd bl."r.rlg sciii from the cast by a fricnd of the SP
agent, Wil Mclngyre,

From abour 1902 on, the enthusiasm grew and commercial

ploas were planted.

Most of the people who were in the valley when she came
were connected with the railread and none remain, she
belicves. Those people like her husband sentbed  around
Tengmans store south and cast of where Fargo Strect comes in-
to the railroad, or lager around the store of Henry Tallens,
Tingman s competitor, who buili across the sttoet on Fargo,

I 1920 the Rosses befi the wvalley and Mr. Ross ran the
statsonary engienes in the o1l felds near Huntingron Beach and
San Fernando, Unemployment and health problems brought
the Rosses back to the Valley where he succumbed many years

o,
The first Fourth of July celebration held in ghe valley was in
1807, she's not sufe which daie, but she recalls <he was ol
batefoored, and won a foor race.”™
Reralls Childhood Days

She also pecalls walking vo school each day and back home, a
distance of several miles, Something *“most folks voday would
not want to do withowt carving 3 gun.”” Her fim teacher wus
Miss Ida Barron who mamed Jem Byan, keal Soushern Pacific

e

Shie recalls her family had the fise Viceor phonograph in the
valley and how many railroad prople and other citizens would
come o their home o listen 1o the records in front of the long
marning-glory-llower shaped horn,

She lived in Indio on Marshall Serece many vears and has
many memorics and photos and a recemt henorary life mem-
hrrihip in ihe Coachella '||I'-.1||r'!.' Fleseoaical 5-|.|I|.'ir|!} o sdvimulane
them. She moved o the coss laee in 1977

{At Indio’s Centennial celebration July 3. 1976, Mrs, Ross
was honored as “Indio’s Fing Lady'” by the Ciy Mavor
Raymond Rindethagen ar ceremonics at the Miles Avenue park )

§i



First Power Lines Boosted Pump Irrigation

Coachella Valley can possibly lay claim o the first rural elec-
trifscation program, and it was largely duc ro the failing ar-
vesian wells and the need for power for pumps (o deliver water
to the lands and homes

If the first private eaerprise, the coming of the railroad in
1876, marked the first wurning poing, the coming of the eleconc
lines, also private enterprive, marked the second .

The discovery of an II'I'IEk!' supply of warer, the i ging of
the first melon patches, the invigorating climate and the fors
titude of the pioncers in their quest for good, cheap homestead
lands, hlnngﬁ: this second marvel of eleciric power for rural
homes,

Power company reconds indicare thar the supply of clecunciny
in the valley before 1914 was Emited 1o small arcas and mostly
for illumination because the source was the intemal com-
bustion engine.

In 1914 the Seuthern Sicrras Power Company complered a
9%-mile elecone transmission line bnking the desent with
hvdroeleciric penerating plants hundreds of miles to the nonth.

Power was then made available over whar was then the
bangest eleceric sransmission line in the world from Bishop 1o
San Bernarding, then to Banning and then on vo the desen

Revived Agriculiuesl Boom

Agrivuhiure was revived by clecire pumps, especrally i the
upper end of the valley from above Indio south nearly
Thermal, and by the end of the vear few Farms were without
Rigghns and powet.

The tramsmission lings a1 Edom fnow Thowsand Palms)

provided a poim where hines were serm wespward across the
duncs to Palm Springs at Ramon and Indian Avenues and the
first sub-sation n Palm Springs was cstablished there 1o serve
B3 cuspomers who comprised thar community.

In January 1916 Southern Sierras absorbed the Coachella
Valley lee and Eleciric Co. Residents were reported using 400
HP of elecencuy in the Coachella-Indio anea,

The W, F. Holt intereses, according to the weekly Dane
Palm, extended short lines about the Valley in 1914 and con-
wolled CV lce and Eleconc. A number of small feeder lines
were built by Holt, In 1916 feeder lines were cxtended 1o all
points of the valley and 37 new pumping planis (well pumps)
were connected, In several cases, it was reported, the old
gasoline engines had been *“ditched” for eleoine motors. Early
i 1517 the ling was exeended o hook up 75 HP at the Mar-
bonne Ranch.

The company was producing 30 1ons of ice daily in January,
1917, By Movember 1909 hines were extended 1o Marshall Cove
(La Chaingal.

In 1944 imperial Ieigation Duseeict had purchased the elec-
eric utilicy in Coachella Valley and had connected its new wran-
smission lines brought from Brawley. To meer increasing local
demand, Imperial has built four gas wurbines in Coachella
producing 80,000 kilowarts, The birst pwo units were com-
pleved in 1973, the last in 1976, The 1D serves the area from
near Washingron Streer cast, and Southern Califoena Edison
Company scrves the area west

Fig Tree John, Proud Early Resident

A boarr of influenza felled one of Coachells Valley's maost
fabled characters on Apal 11, 1927

Fig Tree John's son, the lae Johnny Mack claimed the siem,
||n'|.mi|ingl chisel-visaged Caliilla Indian was bam m 1770 of
1771 which would have made him sbour 136 years old at the
vime of his dearh

He was =aid 1o have been bom Jasnias Bazon, He claimed 1w
have been an ladian ﬁl,.lili:‘ for Gen. John Fremom across the
mountains and Fremont™s name i insonbed i the avemine
aint it hose masunrains sl of Cosal Reel, on Camcl Bock.

It is saied thai his binhplace was the Liiille spring where he
lived all of his life unal the rising Salion Ses in 190507 caused
himm 1o mwove ks wantbed jacal uriftnwﬂrwrl and mud nonh o
Apua Dulee Sprng.

Somie claimed he was an Apache renegade because he spoke
Apachet,

He gained his name from the black mission figs which grew
around his orpinal springs.

It was chaimied he had 5 secren, hidden gold mine which he
visited occasionally in the Sanca Bosas, It s known that he once
paid off Gene Hill, cardy day Mewa storckeeper in gold
nuggess but early senders dlaim Fig Tree Joban mosa likely gos
them off someone in a homse trade, an emerprise in which he
delyrhied and was reporedly very goodd.

He used to ride a homse 1o Mecca and in later vears would
drve 3 buggy, one whose axles never knew grease, anad
smctimics bum plismp wife would nde an dhowe shoppang inps,

He liked privacy, and he was suspicsous of white men, He
became a fiend of Chesier A. Pinkham, whoe explored the
desett in the 1800% and for whoim the Pinkham Well m the
Chuckiwsllas i named. Pinkham wiore many letiers for
“Juanita Razon, ™

L

He became a chiel of ihe Cabmlla’s Agua Dulce clan and
was nog above impressing the whate man with his impanance
and with s desire o e lefe alone. He had a barbed wire fence
around his sprng and guarded it wirh an ancient Winchesier
Which probably added 1o repons thar he was surly and mean,
but which repons are not borne out by those white neighbors
who know him.

It was sbout 1910 thar he began appearing in a long miliary
coat with brass buttoms and & stovepipe hat. The banered hat,
surprisingly enough, added difﬂiiy ta the straighe and silen
mian. But on his feet he generally wore nothing and it was this
outfit that caught the eye of toursg and resident alike.

If he had been white be would have been tabbed 1 “crack-
pot. " Early serilers never gave him that label. He siood straight
and gave the impresion that this was his land and thar he was
proud and aloaf,

When the sea innundared his old home nonh and cast of
Traverine Point he proved himscll a cagey opporunist. he
sabviged railroad cies from the roadbed and sold them for fence
posts, and the Southern Pacific apparenily wrned is face away
from vhes legendary man’s appropriation of his righes

First Railroad Facilities
In 1876 Southern Pacific listed s facilivies ar “Indian
Wells'™ as: One tank and well; one freight and passenger
house, and one coal bip. Also on an old filing map is shown a

well one-hall mile north of the present Indio depoi, and
another well 2% miles west of [ndw stating ** 20 feer deep,

good warer.""
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ITWAS KNOWN AS FRONT STREET IN QOACHELLA IK 1813

Fromt Street, fronting on the radroeid, fater mamed Contadonpe wnid it war rewawped i the 197070 to Grapefrasr Boglevard, had the
L. .E.u'_g.l"nﬁ, fater Schwarrs, ”‘m_ﬂ Ntore on the J"-'Il'}, e wewr ey Narronal Bawd i the conter, and the MeDowalil & ‘,|".-_|-,¢.--,|__Jl-_ lp'-r-,-.-,r,;."
merchamiiie, Sardware and fmplement sore on the rpht, Fing affices of the Coacbella Valley Cowmry Water District were located 1o
Five rrghe of the bank, fhe itorevwater distect afio mef there, e bldfimps, ool exone, wivh Nock Abdelwowr s Pilaza Feedi now tw the
builing on the rght. Showw i the 1903 pretare are D, Harlaw, €. B. Enfe, mext two wnidentifted, Mr, and Mo, MeDomald,

wridenttfied, A. L. Peavion and E, L. Yourg.

A. L. Pearron Colleciton

Gridley Recalled Early Problems

Firwt wifices of the Coachells Valley Couny Warer Disaricy
were i the McDonald Building on Cantaloupe Avenue {now
Highway 111} in Coachella

Truman Grdley, who was elected o the board in Ocinber
19352, served wnnl he resagned in 1940 when he moved feoam
the Marbonne Ranch o Charles Crane’s Sunnipalms west ol
India, recalled thar dhe fimse distnce offsce was in the 1:||.||!I|'|i|1.|;
where Nick Abdelnour has his Plaza Feed store now on
Crrapelman Boulevand i Coaclsclla

The following recollecions were vosced i 1968, Mr. G ley
||Ir|| i 1970

There was 5 drug store on the cormer south and the Fira
MNariomnal Bank was i the adjoming building just 1o the south
afl the warer board office, which the water board later oc-
cupied when the bank moved o s new building on Sisth
Steect where Lopes Hardware o located

He betame mtereued in the problems of the Diseriss
:|m:m|=|‘| Dr. 5. S M jl.'l1ll.l|1|.:'i- wiwo would come 1o the ranch
and keep him informed on Districe's plans,

Jenmings sought to get Gindley 1o lead the appssition of the
Valley 1o the {';|r|.!.- board s ]:u!ln'. o become a jran af the Im-
peenial longation Dhistoic

“I finally relented and became aciive and along with Eddy
Burnen., J. C. Jones, Fred Branard, Wm. Rosecrans, Lee An-
deeson, other ranchers, we ompanized the Coachella Valley
Landowners Associarion {which Gridley headed several yeurs. )
We intercsted D, Hamry Forbes in helping us and he came 1o
our rescue, He had the polingal know-how and: dove and

helped pus over the elecson of 2 new board and get o separate
corcract for this valley,
Farbes Took The Lead

“Forbes did 5t despire the hostile atginude of Imperial
Irrigation Disarict, Seceetary of Interior Lyman Wilbur, and
Commisioner of Reclamarion D, Elwood Mead, Forbes didn” i
like us having any part of Imperial Valley an all, He wok ohe
lead and we followed alunp ;s

He pave gecat oo o "D lenmings for hes decormenianmn
and enthisasm for the Al Amencan Canal |'|||.|i:1 1. He snuglu
the canal prejeit & one which would solec the problems of our
lowering water tables and threst to our future, He was the firsi
presacdent worll 1928 when he resigned, but he kept on aticn-
dqru; MCETINES amid krrpirlg abeeast of vhe aouon, In 193] b
was appoinied 1o the board under the County Water Districi
law by County Supervisor Shaver and served wnnl 1935 when
|;|'||.' L11-.'¢".l.\.1-.'.ll.".'..1l- ..I.I1'.|.'1'H.|.111 (11 wil qu |4.v..

Some of the cary problems of the Distnce, Mr, Grdley
recalled were:

The bank closures i 1932, The Yalley had three banks, the
Fira National Bank of Coachella, the First Natonal Bank in
Indio and the Coachella Valley Sitate Bank in Theomal. Afier
the 1932 ““Bank Holiday'" only the Coachella Bank survived
andl the dstnicr directors worked hard o get it reopened

The Whitewater Hiver hplrueling dam above Palm ,'ipnngs-
was being washed our with every flood and keeping the chai.
nel apen and imnroving it cach yoar was a constann problom

feamiiwed om fape 16)

L&



Dale Kiler, Mecca Pioneer, Married First School Teacher

Snakes, Lizards, Coyotes, Cows, Dogs, Men Drank from the Well and No One Died

The bare Drale Kiler, pionecer of the Mocoa area, was active in
ihe wiganizaiion of the water distict and valley affairs uniil he
el po Aubun, Califernia, in the 1960%.

Kiler imsisted that although Indio was a railmoad cener,
being halfway bepween Los Angles and Yuma, Mecea, first
I:llnrw'll A% W;l:rn F-I:I‘IH:I:' l.-.ll|:r pl:nl'nlm;'n:q F L [unnmnmg
place

I was 3 supply pomi Ber prospoviems and mines and had a
spring along the momd where the railroad station s oday. A
bl weas e o abowrt 10 feer amnd warer would samd, A
fraanhi led dovacin wan el waice

“Snakes, lizands, coyotes, cows, dogs, Indians and whire
e all drank from (he well and no cne died, " he declased,

GRIDLEY RECALLED
feontmmued fram Pape 35)

Becawse of the peed 1o conserve warer, the Disprict was con-
pinuslly baoling with duck clubs and mnchers with uncappeed
Nowing wells which wasted water. "We did a lor of fussing
abour this and ot the distrce avomey o act and Ben B, De
CRevecocur (o sepve papers,

In the 193's, expecially abour 1924, *"we had many power
failures which hure not only the business phaces bur farmers
with well pumps.™

The Districe Boared kepr sn eve on the mountain warersheds
anid “we would keep afier the Foresiry Service and ooty
supervisors to maintain fire pacrols and provection,

He regrectied that che Distnice did not adjudicare all the un-
derground water and believed the coming of the canal caused
the program o be deopped.

J. %W, Mewman succeedied Gridiey on the water board when
Gridley moved 1o the Crane Ranch. | suggested they name
him 1o succeed me, which they did,”* he saud. Newman served
until 19%6, and he, in m, was succeeded by A, Harold
Hromleyv, Mecca, wlss did oo wek resclecoion i 1067 :'3-1;E||r!.
D Witherow of Meooa served wnnil his teom expired m
Movember 1971, Wi, Losior served innil s dearh im0 Mah
1973, Wm. B. Gardner now serves as Division 1V director.

Scheduled Daily Meetings

Gridiey recalled thar ““the Dusanict opposed thie validiny of
the Impcrial lerigavion District's 1932 contract for construction
of the All-Amencan Canal wonll Imperal and the Seorerary of
Inienor advised us i we would cease our opposition we would
be given a separaie coniract, D, Harry Forbes soheduled daily
meetings on the macer delaying validation proceedings on one
hand and negovaring detals on our separate contrao an the
other before we agreed 1o validanion in the stane's couns, ™

He mba mocalled elay wlven the Coachella Brancly was Do
suensidered i included 3 power drop cast of Coachella wagh a
canal mn ning herween Coachella aned Indio with Fump lifis sn
the west side 1o serve the arca down wo Traverine Point, amd
another canal careving warer around Indio with pump Wifts o
the srea wohe noph, This plan was laer rlungﬂrm the singhe
vl L:tlrl'l-dmg araund the valley.

What i the bigpest modern-day mimde since the carly days?
“People,"" Grdley declared. *"They broughi their detenmination
o apen up the land and farm, they brought their vision o
build the salley, and evidence of thar visen & on every hamd. ™

i

He said first farming staned before 1898 and thar year 25
actes of cantaloupes were planted by several farmers in the
Mecea arca and sold for 3 2 crare

In 1899 abour 223 acres were planted in the valle :n:l
brought about the wme prices, Los Angeles papens
|;|.'|||r|.g h-n'w I'arrn-tr!- Weie ﬁl:l:llllj; fich ranang cangaloupes in
there was 3 rush of farmers 1o ke up povernment land, which
mcluded &r. Kiler.

He estimated that there may have been as much as |80
ACEEL |:||.l|||;rl] in cantaloupes in 1900 :Jnnﬂ with absmar 00 gores
of watermiclons and 1000 acees clearcd and planied 1o alfalfa
and hay crops 1o feed horses, mules and livestock

The summer of 1900 was hot, temperatures in June went up
to 13% deprees. he recalled. He estimated about 3300 scres of
land and been cleared of brush and were being impated and
farmed. Bur the high June temperamres ca the mclons 1o
:l-:lpnil on route to castern matkeos and most of the farmens went

toke.

“Oine young man was cngaged 1o 3 nice young lady and he
had promiscd her that they would ger mamied s soon as he
harvested Bis melon crop. It was guiie 2 dlock to bim o learns
thar be was in cebs Tor Treaghe ao melons and be took s life, "
Kiler recalled.

"1 was just lucky, My facher always said if land would not
raric weeds it would not produce miuch, The 40 acres | farmed
had weeds 10 feer high so 1 thought i was all right, bug the
wrt'd.n Wy wali JE s, The land was u[n' '.||||.| 1 :liil [1TR1 kmw.-
miuich abour .

1 planocd 10 acres of cantalowpes bur | hired Indsans o dig
ups the mosquice trees and our them up inees stove wood which |
mhi For enowgh o pay for che work, | was hocky,

**The ten mores had only three acres that ha any cantaloupes
on them, | hired two fapancse (o pikk my melons and bring
them o the packing shicd where | gon g job s lead imspecior
anidd | made enosgh te pay the vwe cmiployes " wages, so | broke
abemr even, Whon [ seoled wp o the end of the scason | foand
[ owed the packing howse £3.00 for seed

“Bur the land was pich and [ reslieed chae o0 was i v
fauh we didn’t make any moncy, so | saved and made money
Cver ‘i:l“.ﬁ'.

“I lrved in Coachella "-";Ir:-:,r alsoiig &0 yrafs e

Kiler recalled char the Mecca school was buily a5 3 one-room
building in January 1902. The first teacher was a Mis Buck-
man, he was farming about 120 acres ar Thermal and his
fmhn_ ml;ulrtl' n:lll:| id'ﬂﬂ', ﬂ”l.'r. weic Ii\'iﬂg an a E:.l'r'n unp-h:llf
mile norhwes: of Mecca,

1 decided | would like 1o learn Spanish and | went 1o Meoa
Snlurda}' rvruirlgi and comie back to Thermal Huhd::r -
ings. Saturdays | used 1o see Miss Maintland., the teacher. Miss
Mainland became Mes. Kiler the summer of 190%."

Smythe's Store

smythe's growral merchandise store opened i Coachella in
1904 and joincd with Huntogion later. After her hushand s
death Mes, Lucy Smiythe operated the spore, later retaiming it as
a muscrim, full of Indian relics, many llrl_‘H;.l.HI'll 1 heer h:..' friends
ard] prsspectons, many of e locer she bad grobsaked. The
Greyhound Bus Scation operated Trom the st for Ay
VEars,




& |

INDIAN WELLS SEEN BY BLAKE

Thir rare ploto taben v 1902 ar Torres Indian Retervatron shows
fyprcad Sawid dag Tnden well, Nove parh feadinp fo tee weld mitk
wuter feped albvowl 20-30 feed beloar growemd surface, Laborowily
g witbous teplesments by Indian women, Blake toyr aw exam-
Bie of i ar Inafian Well, werd of Poing Happy, i 1833 when be e
mmp.mmn’r&r railroad survey,

— Title lminrence and Trusi Colleciion

‘16 FLOOD CHANGED
VALLEY GEOGRAPHY

By Creorpe Amcs

“The floods of 1916 were pethaps the controlling factor in
the geopraphy™ of our envire lower valley

Haad gliase ”II-CI-II'!-. passing Paini Ha - tuirried souslwand
andd followed what was called the 'Nni{::-ln,tﬂ Wash® a8 some
floods had done before thar time, they would have followed a
rather pootly defined ling wespward of |11|rr1!'!timl Coachella
Valley Hipgh School site and swung casrward 1o approach the
arca of the present Mood channel ar abowe Avenue &4, and
thenee 1o the Salion Sea

“If that had been the case we nllghq never have had our
present siotm channel, thus no place w disect out deainage
warers — amnd how could we have dmined oor lands?**

Valley Amusements In 1301

A wrter in the March 1901 Riverside Press reported: “The
amusemcivis of the valley conss of tennds, onogueet, bascball,
maountiin climbing, and tramps along the desere,™

Otho Moore's
Reminiscences

Indians Dug First
Wells, Hydraulic
Wells Opened CV

Otho Moore, 76, ladd daim to being one of the fim
respiratory sufferers 10 come 10 Indio, where he lived from
1898 until his death in 1970, (This is his stoey related in 1968, )

One of the men who vored 10 esablish the Coachella Valley
County Water District in January 1918, his father James
Moore, came here in 189 1o file on land. The family came
here to live 1808, Otho, six years old, had deve a cough
and his parents were advesed 1o take thear son 1o a dry climare.

His father, James Moore, had heard glowing reports abou
Coachells 'Lr.'lllq:r' and Indie from a h:nlhtr-ll‘lrhw, Lincoln
Cascheer, who believed money could be made in melons, The
Farher carme down and filed on 160 acres which were inthe nor-
thwest quaner section west of Oasis Serect. south of Highway
i,

“The kand was cheap, you had o live on it We bualt our
home behind what i now Frances Georpe's. We came down ar
abow Chrisumas vime, my mother and 1 sat in the back of a
covered wagon on a board with pillows, The roads were poor
and the wagon springs worse. We went back o Monrovia where
my father had been in the prcery Business while my faiher
saned building the house. When we came back we lived
bricfly with the Casebeers ar whar s now the Astor Ranch
which adjoined my fathee's filing on the southeas. direcily
cast was the Charles Power’s filing.

“M'g,' wncle and a friend, Ollie Bash, l;llk'.'.‘d several orhers in
the Redlands area 1o come 1o the Valley and they sentled along
the area known weday 25 Shady Lane south of Coachella.

“We sared farming and my father wasn't happy with ir.
He gor work in the car depantment for the Southern Pacific in
Indio and char left my mothet and | wo do the ranch work.

A Chote (o Start

e had five or ton acres planted and ac firse we had ar-
resian waier that lowed fram our well. Laver when more wiells
were drlled and the amesian pressure quit we bought 3 White
& Middleron engine, dug a pit abour 18 feer decp and in-
walled a horizontal pump which was operated by a belt and
pulley from the engine on 1op of the ground. Utilizing a make-
pnd-break spark thar engine with its abour fowr-food wheels
was quite a chore to sgarn

“When we first came here my uncle had some seed sold him
by a seed company for muskmelons and rantle-snake warer-
melons. The wouble was that the seed had come from plans
that had grown ncar some pumpkjnnﬁlmu. The results were
that the melons were more like gourds, and the 20 acre crop
wasn 't worth much,

"My mother, meanwhile, had obtained some seed from the
James ). Gregory and Sons, seed company, in lowa, about
£2.00 worth in lintle packages. She gave me a package of water.
melon and 3 package of cantloupe seeds. | planted a small pat-
ch and | had a good crop. | seld all my watcrmiclons w dhe cafe
at the railroad station, In thoese days rains stopped at the
sgation (0 permil passengers to ger something o cat, but
allowed only abour 20 minubes.

L)



“A, G. Tingman, who had come here shonly afier the
rallroad as a elegrapher, quit his railroad work and staned 2
sl stoic which was located back of the present Florence Cafe
ot Fargo. In front of his store was a small home, He had 2 small
shed 1o she southwest in what would now be the hughway for
storing hay and grain. A corml exsended rowand the south and
whar 1% now Bliss Avenue

“People aie at the milroad cafe. When the diners were ad-
ded 1o irains the cafe became mose of a lunch counter ar the
soith cnd ol the l:|1.'|m|

“My farher obained an allooment of some of the Nise ship-
ment of date palms brought in by Walier Swingle. The firs
governmental experimental date rrIJ nting was southcast of
Mewoa base later moved 1o the Fred N .]ullrl‘.rurl |.l-|.i|1.' Wiy nl
Indio when the Salon Sca chreatened oo inundare the oniginal
plantings in 1907, Johnson reccived 24 of thar same shipment
i |1J.|II'I'-

Crraelling, Back-Beeaking Job

*Land leseling in those carly days shout the turn of the ocn-
mery was 3 preclling, back-breaking job, The lanmers wsed
hsrses anad basck = Fapscrs at first, The basck soraper was 3 device
with a heavy hoard facing,. bracod 1o the back with end picoes
tis puen the ditr i, A rod Brom the twe ends of the 8.16-12 {ooe
andd longer back seraperns were attached 1o double trees, A grean
pele of sand and dir was i:-u'».hr\d ahead of the scraper and st in-
rervals thie man behind wourld rame a bar and the dig would be
seatrered . I vook 2 long nme 1o move the dire arownd . 11 el
il

“Later we had the Fresno soraper which was a scoop and

carricd about a vard of din. The longer it wus, the betger o«
would bevel

“Some folks wried gerwing rid of the mesquice and
preascwond by wowing a -Fao length afl raileoad rail, bt o
would tlt and catch on roots or big bushes from the high
i||.|||m1|_n.k'| 1rn|.|.r||:|: I:|||:||'|. af ihe hi; posits wokild [ wnder-
neath and raise it. Some used heavy chains. The most sacisfac-
mory method was to use-a plan old grubbing boc, There was
lots of hand work in everything in those days, including grub-
bing our bushes and greascwond and including cven planting
where they did it by hand or with a hand pushed colovanos
We didn 't have tracuors or power, you know, ™

Moore recalled char che fime grapes plinted in che Valley
WETE 3 VAMIELY of .'i'l.:]:.g:l:- which wetre found wo be hardy. There
were abo grapes known s scodloss Sulianas, which were carly
bun sameall

The Phoeni Road Races

Barncy Oldfield and a group of auto raccn came through
Indio en route 1w Phoenix from Los Angeles in 1908 or 1909
The road race rouies were theough Meoca and Dos Palmas o
Rivihe, The 1908 rsce was wan by 3 Col. Fenner with a Whine
Secamer, in 1909 (fall) was won by Joc and Lowis Nickrent in a
Bausck, 19 hours and 40 minues.

"We buile big bonfires and stayed up most of the might 10
see them go by at Monroe and Highway 111 which was then
just 1 dier road. Arvour mnch they came to & straighraway and
would roar by in big clouds of dust. Near Monfoc 2 group of
young people set up the fires and kept reserves of brush o
throw on the fire and light up the arca when we heard them

FIRST WALLEY WELLS DUG BY INDMAN WOMEN

Couchelly Valley Ploween® Society commemarsied the firit wells in the ralley when Otbo Moore, vice presdent, fed a growp o
delicate thit Sociery marker south of the sive of the original Indan Well weir of Paint Happry, morch of Highway 111, Moore recalfed
flbe el wibrch .:J";r,.lllfr_lﬁlf.arnf‘rlur."rr fhe 116 .."u"nmr.l" eroled @ r.l".rrllf.- chanoeed ap tbvin place. He had wiviredd the well i 508, .I'-r‘..u‘rl' o gy
are: Mr, Clara Boyer, Mefwin Bisbee. Mrs, Bisbee, Helen Hevter, Otto Rempfer, Otho Moore, Mri. John Webd, Geome Wikie,
Tom Alfew, Mrr, Affen, Mrs, _fo |:I|ﬂ.|":l Hamped, Otfo Geonler, Mank Wlkrn, Mo, Walkin, Tihe mronumens o wow or e mortiinde of
the biphivay alony with @ Riversige Connty Hestorrcal Commisiron marker a1 thes site eart of Miles Arenue,

H

£, V. MHiorea) Society Calfactinme



comming.

The moads were below grade beeavse the wheels of vehiches
would sgir up the dust and the wind would carry it away, He
recalled thar part of the mad was paved in 1916

The first service station in the Valley devored 1o servicing cars
amd sclling gasoline and ol was buils by P. L. Evereor and was
located ar the southeast cormer of Tingman and Farpo on a
vriangle of land formed by the intersecion, it was no a large
station but there were more cars in the Valley and more going
lilrul.lg,]l odi the haghway o Blyelie and [mpenal Valley, The gas
pumps were operated wiels 4 hand lever,

“In those days irfigaton water tan down the roads and the
srects were ofien muddy so cars and windshields gon splashed.
Everent onginated the idea of washing your windshaeld of you
soppped and bought gasolinge. That sdea spread 1o other
places afver char. ™

Moose recalled the old Indian well which was locared nosth
of Highway 111 cast of the Miles Avenue interscetion. The well
sage 15 w10 the arca where the Whitcwater Storm Channel
locaved. In the carly davs it was sull o deep, large excavarion
the Indians had dug by hand and went down a serics of paths
of sieps to warer pooling in the bowtom. M, Moore was a leader
in the Pioneer Socicty which had a monument crecred south of
the well sie abous e vears ago. He recalled thai the cotiniy
had bunlt 3 well there i abour 1870 10 s travelens 1o Palm
SFrings. The county well was abandoned shondy after the tam
ol the century, Warer levels had gone down in thas well, also,
a5 maore wells were dug in the Valley, The fBood of 1916 preuy
well obliterated remnants of the old Indian Well,

From carly May through late Ocober residents didn’t have
any buner because they had no way 1o keep i, he and Mrs.
Moore recollected. There was very lintle meat, no burcher shops
unial mearly 1918, and only the milroad had an ice house. That
it house had walls two Ffeer thick, loe was broughes by traims
from Truckee and was used for wing water in the passenger
trains of i the cafe

Mrs. Moose, former Minam Greenbeaf, came bere in 1909
amd “there was ice available then, ™ Mr, Moore recalled, Mr. F.
5, Ewcretr had built an ice house and ice plant, One had been
built in Coaclella. The Indio plant was buile where California
Date Growers is locared on King and Highway 86, A spur iack
was put in o see railroad cars. The plane bumed and Everent
it making ve o abouy 1910

“The we house had o big wooden foor i and we wiosuld
hobd dances in i abour every week, €. A Kemp was milroad
agpend, dnad his jolly wife was o posd pranao player, "

Mr. Moore atiended school i the Tust schiool 1o Indio which
was o raileoad properny cast of the old depor under some ot
wonwood trees, In 1598 an adobe school building was built on
the comer of Fargo and Bles where the BElks Lodge &5 koaged
There were sbour 3 doven papils.

Iy 1904 shve school disteicr Built o owosroom Trame boilding
on the property cast of Oass bevwoen s and Bogua. Alicr
grammer school in the Valley be wenr o high schoal in
Redlinds, boarding in a home during this time unil
gracuaiien in 1909,

He and Mrs. Moore met at a parry ar the Guy Manning Hotel
bocared cast of the present Desert Theater on Fargo, It was a
pwirstory building, The Mannings had come from Mecea whene
they had operatcd the Cammvansary. Mo, Manning wis the
TE I was the first hotel besides the mileosd hotel above the

et

Mr. and Mrs, Moore recall there were only abour 3 half
dozen young people at the panty. They sat beside cach other for
a long vime, untl Otho ieroduced himself saving; ""Well, o

ihisesn 't lowilk Dike anyoiie s pomg o aeluce os, Vo Ohe
Sawnre,** and, he conpmoed ““phon was i,

Miss Cireenleal had come here with her facher by grun in
15986, Her Bathier waorked fod the mailioad. The f.tmulg.- o rlglll
children first Bived il Countney house which was sared
achoss the sireet foom the present Daily News Irchios, Laner
the family lived on the Evererr ranch on Avenue 44, abow
lﬂjilh::.r between Monroo .lru.lJ;rl:lm'l, oii e nogth swle. She
recalls 3 Dutch windmill locared east of the adobe ranch howse,

“Woondmills were Fairdy popalar, There wenen't many, bt
they worked well on e 4050 Foor decp wells, " Ehas revalled,

The Moores were magtied Oceobser 15, 1911 Thie only thing
v whor en Dnadee was v work fog the rmlroad. 19 was 3 mileoad
ivwrt in ehe carly days. Mes. Moore's Gaher was might foreman
andd when the war came along the rarlroads were taken over by
the povenniment .

“They had sieam locomonves, My job was 1o look over the
engine and sce if it could make it to Los Angeles or Yuma. You
coubdn’t get repairs or new engines in those days and the ones
youl had had o keep poing. You had o be sure the Aues didn’t
ek it ithe engines maghe dae on cha o, | bt lonk am thione
anal ar ahe Fire boxes, They were hor and gradually seared my
eview, | had stancad '||||.|1.'4.'nci1:,' warrk i pave iE up durning 1l
war, W buael pass chilelress whicin ook i specins’s jobs,

Afrer the war he went w Los Angeles for nearly two years 1o
see a doctor about his eyes. He had neardy kst his visson, He
then finished University and saaned wcachang in the lae
1920°, first @ Moorpark, where he was for 16 vears,

His parcmes” fanling bealth browghs him back to the Valley in
by aned alehough there wasn®t a teaching position at the high
school, there was building to do, and wigh some cxpenicnce in
contrscong pained a1 Pasadens, Mro Moore went 1o work.
While buildimg the Losnharde Swaingle house west of Indie, he
besame acquaimied with Supt. Gail Brumwell who would come
and confer with Swingle, a school board member, Mr. Brum-
well approached Moore several nmes becawse they were liun-
ving 4 shop reacher. Because of difficuliics in geoong maicnalks,
bnilafing come o o standsoill and S, Moore devidded v pake o
jobs veanling an the Coachella Valley High School. He setired ai
67t Do ras oo swseeh Washingion Soreer. His abiaghier is
Mis, Jows Showpr, T, amd s som, Nathan, has beeon o
Bojeota, Columbia, for 8 vears in ghe contranng bisness
wartk g Lo Ve govcrmmeni

What was ihe ssoal life in ihe carly davs? The Maossnes mecall
the dances at the ke plane, partics at the hael, commuonny
ehivich at the adobe school. The first commaniiy pseoscher was
Rew, 5. AL Mann, faiher of Edih Boss, anctlier [IiIHIII'H II“I!M
wnal 1977 i Inedis )

Mr. Moore recalled fellow pupils watching owut the school
window enc day when 2 man was putting up a teni aid board
fhososr acrom the sireet south (near soutlwest corner of Bliss and
Fargo). At recess they went over and asked the man what he
was doing? He sand has name was Freeman (Randelph Freeoan)
and ' staming the bwest down newspaper on eanth 1 think
I call i ihe Submanne, "™ That was in 1900, Moo fecalled o
was mEwved] 1o Thermal and lorer 1o Coachella

First Commercial Grape Planting
Greorge Durbrow, who operared the New Liverpool  Salt
Refinery, and lived near the comer of Monsee and Highway 86,
|.I|jl|11;r.] l.lll;' "lralh',r"!- ﬁu: Fmpr \'I-I'Ii':f'.LrI:l Ful! I‘Jminl,; d Emiimct-
cial crur in LEO on his aongared o, His place was often
referied 1o by pioncers as a *“showplace, ™

Lo



salton Sea Proves Fortuitous Error

“A Mr. Jomes fmow aeaed) told me rhat be came

alaug the werd wde of the preat deiert bae in

1802, owr s srary .fr'um Sum Bermaraien fo New

Rirer, and jaw iy the bavw a grear foke somne 60

metdei fmp By 30 wodde, Thes canse frome the overflon

i [862, T —Lt. Ere Bergland, Report to
Chiefaf Army Enpineers 1RTG

The Saleon Sink was cxplored in 18%3 by Willeam P, Blake, o
young geslogisn connected with o pany under the direction of
Li. K. 5 Wilhamsn, which had been deiailed o search for o
pezcrical roure casy from Los Angeles for o tramscontineneal
talroad . He named the Colorado Deserr,

From the YWilliamson reporn and from e repere by L,
Gicorge Whecler and Enc Bergland in 187376, whsch larer par-
iy had as ies puEm: a squdy of the feasibelny of diverning che
Colorado River for purposes of irmgation, much of the carlicst
informacion on Salooen Sink has been oboained.

Although Williamson's repors provided the first acoual
evidences of the great depression 1o the Colorado Diesent and
that it lay below sea level, the abnormality of the Salion Sink
had been speculated wpon carher. In 1851 New Biver had been
described and the overflow drainage of the Colorado River 1o
the nanh had been noced

The Salton Sink prior to |h:hl:rn:-m day’s Salon Sca saw
short-lived and vanishing scas and lakes penodically since mid-
Pleistocene time, The silis and dlays of the Colorado River have
heen band down almwss cxclusavely i the Impenal Valley o the
south amd incerlaid with the water beanng ooamer, sandicr
alluvial deposits from the Whitewater Reover and iributary
canyons in the Lower and Middle Coschells Valley.

Stages of the ancient lake persisted for l.“l:ll.'l'ﬂn:l petiods of
timie and evidences are found in the finegrained deposis in ohe
Coachella Valley allavium.

I s bclicved that this carlicse anciem lake which extended
well i ihe upper valley disappearced absous 1000 years ago.
The curly lake was first named Lake LeConte. A maore familiar
pame has been given the ancient bur more recently famoss
lake, Lake Cahuilla,

Salron Sink-Geologic Freak

Today's Salion Sca is the product of an entor of man, while
the Sahon Sink depression 15 a pealogic freak,

Geologmally this entire area was once part of a larger body of
water extending north through the Emllnﬂ L ‘i"-:ﬁrr 10 near
Sacramicnio, A great upthruse of the land lifted i1 formang
moneniains and barmens, A downtolding & credined with the
trough exrending southeast from San Gotgonio Pass and creaning
the present Coschella and Fperial Yalleys and the Salvon Sink.

Lake Cahuilla®s ancient shoreline exisis, The shoreline s ap-
parcnt o the eye on the mountans 1w the west, The hine was
shown by Blake's drawmgs in his repors and B mosly com.
rruinl:r o] we llfJ{'thl‘HH'l Syreee, southeast of La Quinu.
and is vissble on the slopes as i exiends souch i Tmperial
County, Travermine Point, near the county ling, n a popular
point of incerest as most of the rocky slope 5 covered with the
deposiis faid down over the cenunes while the peak s
rclanively looe ol Eraven e,

The remuns of thie anocn lake, Lake Calwnlla, s mow mothe
bottom of the sink and s known as Salon Ses. After Blake's
repate the bodies of waner that covered this battom were briefly
referred cooas “Blake’s Sea,™

its Froun Grand Canyon
Salvon Sink was filled by " Old Red ™, as the Coborado River

Al

was iefermed o, when the miver carved oun Grand Canyon, Iis
course ingluded many canvons on thar over and its 240,000
square mile sysiem of inbutanes. The ali of the Colonmdo i
found at & depeh of 12,000 feer in Impenal Valley. This sili
formed the delia whsch maes abowt %0 foen abowe sea level and
cuts off Salton 5S¢ from the Goll of California. &1 Cemro
Prieion, shamin M0 miles sowch of Calesico an Mexsco, there B o
rocky spillway in the silt barrier dike abowm 43 feer above sea
level, where the ancient lake’s height was maintained until
water o thar heighe spilled over south e Volcano Lake and
thence o the Culf,

The deha formed by the sile deposiied by the Colorado ox-
tends hundreds of miles southerly, westerly and northerly. The
deposits built up over the vears a2 the entire (low of the
Colorado was time and again divered from flowing sourh into
the Gulf to channels and washes leading narth into the Salton
Sink

Ancient Lake Cahuills = beficved to have stood ar the depeh
of the ancient shore line which records its high warer marks so
wividly, Ar thar mark the ancient lake must have exiended
picathy 130-miles w lengeh, from Bormida Dunes and Poing
Happy o sowh of the intermaoomal boumbary, The lake must
have been an averape width of 30 miles and had & maximum
depih of aboui 300 feet,

While early records show severl overflows of the Colorado
River into the Salton Sink in recent timies, before imigation of
the Imperal and Coachells Valleys began, the lagess inun-
darion was in 1862 and 1891 when the overflow was sulficient
tovcosen 10 MY aches,

Indians claim the sy gime Lake Cabuilla appeared wis maore
than 00 VOWER g, Oiher evidences of the lake aie ihe ancicn
fish wrags om the beach line wes of Valene Jean, and evidences
of the sca are the ancient ovaer shell beds in southwessern Im-
Frrri]l i‘.nunlgr @ wiell as manne fossals foaned many footr absve
sea level throughou the desent. Ohiher phenomena include dhe
Indian hicroglyphs found on rocks undemeath the layers of
IFAVETHE.

Sal Deposits Mined

The sank was dry many years when imigaton of the Tmperial
Valley from the Coborado began. Salt was mined from the sink.
The deposies were known and described as carly as 1815, and
rrpm':rd l:;:lj' |:|-:|.' Indilm- The ‘I:_n::l-q nl'.::ni.:rd p!ndurlinn ull
salt bepan in 1884 when the New Liverpoosl Salhi Company
began operatons. The plant was connected 1o the railroad with
a mile-Jong spur erack ar Salon, Mast of the sal was obiained
sy scraping the playa crust with scrapers :mlws.

In 1901 warer was diverved from *"Od ™ near Yuma and
carricd in canals through the Republic of Mexico 1o imigaie
lands in Imperial Valley. In 190% the river in flood uage broke
through the river Beading of the canal svsaem, which was about
150-freet alwwe sea level, and ose encee Dlow of dhe nver rushed
it the Salion Sink for two vears filling it 1o an clevation of
1% feet bebow sea bevel belore i1 was halied m ];':hnmr!.' 1047
by the Sourhem Pacifu Company,

The waicr almost scached the wunall community of Mecea
and nearly 330,000 scres of land were Mooded. The saly works
were 60 feet under water.

The wirnner 1978 surface clevanon of the sea was 229 feer foer
bclow scu level. The Boulder Canvon project resulied in the
construction of Hoover Dam which harmassed and amed *0Id
Red'” and controlled the flow of the river which is now divenied
by the All American Canal system at Imperial Dam o provide
water to 00,000 scres of land within the Coachells and Im-



PLYWER BOAT CUTS STREAK ACROSS FAMED SEA'S AQUATIC PLAYGROUNMD

perial Valleys these flows. Because evaporanion is esoimated an six (eet a year
The sca has booome the depository of drainage, wasie amd the reducvon of the warers flowing into the sea woulkl soon
surface wiaters of the vwo valleys and s Fevel s mainizimed by reduce it to 4 fraction of its present size



First Automated Irrigation System

75 Miles of Canal Installations Supervised by Alert Electronic
Sentinel Makes Valley's System One of World's Most Efficient

Stepping up 1o a panel in the headquancrs building of the
Coachella Valley County Warer Districe a man presses onc of
S oihes anhHir |!||J-I::nn'| 'I-.lcing hiar thie hlg bamard .

Instanely @ pavge stans revolving. I shonly wops ac a fipure
iy aes chal

The operator has just quened and received the panel's an-
swer as 10 the depth of the water in 3 dwrsct canal 60 miles
from thie headquarters cenrer.

Lhrail voow e vl reqquired as musch as theee haurs for a man
im g automobile o per thay informanion

This i the CVOW District's new telemetening sysem — odie
of the hipst all-auomaied water agencies in the Wiesi,

Thas 13 a part of the maun brain cenier of the irmganon
division of the Coachella Valley Couny Water Desgricy

To noursh more than 70,000 acres of haghly produoive faom-
lamds i this valley. most of i lving below sea bevel, the Disoria
pransports in by canal cach vear abowr 315,000 acre-feer of
Colorido Biver water, Traditeenally the farms soore the highesi
yicld of any larger Burcau of Reclamagion-sponsored arca, The
figure has remained around 800 per acne 10 recent yea

Magic Transformation

At the castern edge of the Coachella Valley begins the
searing and forbidding Colorado Desen. of which the Valley it-
self had been very much a part before water achieved its magic
transformation moere than 3 balf century age

Starving ar Impenal Dam on the Colorado River, the water is
diverted into the All-Amencan Canal for a gravity flow of 153
miles to the Coachella Valley.

With most of che All-Amernican Canal®s water cargo headed
for the 4%0,000-acee Imperial Valley, the Coachella share is
epned aside into the Coachella Branch of the sysiem 38 miles
downsaream. 1t then must travel an additional 123 % miles of
alimest trackless desern o s teemanus (ag Lake Cahuills reser.
vt

All of these vital warer Bacilitics have been constructed by the
Bureau of Reclamatson as part of the grear Hoover Dam com-
plt:q_ whiose cxmtence has |r:1ufnfm:d the Southwest, For ms
part of the projeces, the Warer Distney is repaying 327,000,000

Dr. Jennings Gave All
To Fulfil Water Dream

W. P. Rowe, civil engineer and consulting enginoer with
the Coachells Valley County Water Disaricy nsearly 30 years,
a recopnizcd Califarnaa water expert, had s wo say:

"D, Jennings was a dynamik person. The Valley and the
Wrater Disteicr were his sole inerests. He dedicared himaclf
o the dutnice, scnficed his pracice, pat up much of his
oWl moncy 0N oocasions. Mo maner what time of the day or
night | called hum he gave himaelf complecely to my aten-
ton and was ready o po snywhere, anytime in the in-
terests of the Disgrics, 1 sold him once thar when the

roject’'s all built, there’ll come a time when people will
orpet whar you have done and what you have given. |
am pcmmlly grm-l'u! th:l: i lhl.'l hl!-l"l.'-\rf Ll bawe in-
dicated his wnstinoing and conscientious service, ™

for canal and distributeon syseem, and an additional
£7, 160,000 for a supplementary bean

OF course, such a strung-our canal lifeline has buile-in com-
plesities for the CVOWD watermaster, He mist submin bis fisa
catimate of warer needs 14 days in advance. He can make one
final adjussment five days prior o armwval, Bue alter thae it is
the Bow in the canal thar & his worry

It was because of thiy problem and the determination o .
syifr wimost water iomservaton and servioe o the water wsers
thar iclemetening came into use. The Dosgrict's Board of Dirce-
icwn, hesded |rg.' Lean l'-".mu{'l.l:!.'. fawrmier i the valley, and the
management stafl headed by General Manager Lowell O,
Wecks, decided several years ago that a cenral conirol syseem
was a ““must’’ the firse moment i could be afforded.

Thai opportunity came a few vears 2po when the Bureau of
Beclamaton arranged a Federal rehabilivanon and betrermiens
foan of §7,160,000, o be repaid over 30 years, This would
binance several wrgently needed installagions, including the
telemetering sysem

The sysem elephone lines, mictownve and UHF circaiis
link the pancl in the headquarcers burilding with the more than
150 respansive stations scantered through the Diserice’s service
arca. An operator 18 derted instantly by buzzers when there’s
ironskile anywhere on the system., or, for thar maceer, in the cons
tral pancl itself. Trouble can be correced by mdio-direcred
ficld crews before the water user 15 aware there's anything
WA,

OME OF 130 INSTALLATIONS

Amicug the 150 comad stord coatter snstailationgs waider controd of the
watfer dverres ' anpervtiory conirol doana i Coachelly headguarien
are fhere few AnfommElic rofaing wedny dcreems slrok keeh phe
Cosehella canal cleaw of debr, -CHEWD PHOTO



TELEMETERING CONTROLS MAGKET FORE WORLD'S WATER LEADERS

Thin Boarad ar Diverdes .ﬁr.l.-l".ilur,rq-n weards ok If.'lp-i.ﬁ Dewdron comtrod _.I';u.r fibe 150 or svore Hretallafrom fnr aedder aiiseicy svaficares canal

ferels, revervour fevell,

Largese of the picces of equipment operated by the remane
contmel syseem s a bank of 10 hasky automane debns scnooms,
located just abead of the fist water outlen lageral. These screcns
sift every cubic foor of water in the camal, removing ons of
rubibuish,

The onginal five of these soreens were installed by the
dimiricr i 1957, and an addinoaal five were Gnanced from ihe
K. & B. program in 1967, When the fim five sireen went into
operation the Disericr was able 1o save the cxpense of paying 60
men who had spent the summer months and pan of the win-
wer, anounmd ihe chsck, l:l:rp-il:l.]: laicral sercens free of debos

Each of the 10 sceeens can be operated from the ceniral
board as well a3 the pump on cach machine, Ar the el
soreen site i an susiliary dicsel -operated generator that fips in-
v apscratesan the instant there 15 a bivak in the elecorn power.

Impottance of waer conservation and the desire for che very

st service o users have been emphasized as consaderanions in
imstalling the wclemetenng svsem and one other vital Gector
wis flood conrrmal

To maingain grade on the Coachells Canal, when consiruc.
ved in the 1940's, engineers were compelled to keep it snug
apainst a range of low mud hills for a distance of abour 40
miles. Siphons carry the waterline safely under scores of major
washes out of the sparsely foliaged hills. The slopes can send
bl 1:l|";;u||u|'|'|.uf waLer 1unt|:||inF down ihe washes i times
of choudbarss or heavy winice rains

Yer smaller washes could nor be handled i the same man-
ner and so this dminage had w be wmed divecily into the
canal, forcing it to servee a5 3 Bood channel. This dual capacity
poses a comstant threat of a washout on the canal after a flash

wmp aperations, aad other informeation. It hay dreawn water snd freipation leaders o the valley fo inipect
darh rhis moder iet of pamelt sl 1t cafrarianlicres ax well ar openition of rie Diifrmcr siiedf,

- EFEWD Photo
flood has hit, It becomes immediately necessary chae the gates
be manipubired and cvacuation channcls opened.,

Instead of men fighung their way o these installations by
car, on fom o even horseback a1 fload dmes, the welemerenn
board now maintains o lngenip, insantancows conteol over :.ﬁ
of these vial picces of equipment. Such control can casily
mean the difference besween canal break and oederly operation
of the SYSiem,

lnereased Services

The multiservices of the CYCWD also have a new bearing on
the relemetering inssallation. The district entered the domestic
waier [acld i 1961,

The districy s serving domestic water wo approximancly 33500
custorners, The service within Imperal County 5 confined to
domestic water systems supplying the rapidly  growing
homiclands on the shores of the prear Salion Sea, which has
bevoimt 3 boar haven for choasands from maiy pars of the
West, (The Disgrecr in 1978 was serving 18,000 austomers. }

The Coachella Valley Counry Waner Disaricr has long been

an oegamization well-known o mgation deoicr officals aroumsd
the waorld, chiclly becawse of s envied underground warer
distribution svssem. The dirribution grid extends %00 miles

and provides metered served 1o cach d0-acre pivce af land n
the valley, Teday the CYOWD operates in three countics in
sountleern California — Riverside, which includes the bulk of s
territory; Impenal and San Dicgo Counries,

Visors marvel ar the bong canal that tanspors the vial
irngation water scross the burning desert o creare an oasis and
i hi:lll!.' |:|l|:|-|||.|l|.li1.'|: [armiung atea whete odce 1:.||1|'|.l !.:gr]:lnllh_
coyoues and hormed toads exaseed.

—The Reclamation Era, Peb. 1967
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FEOM DESERT TO CROP LANDS EXCEEDIMNG VISION OF PIONEERS

Codchela Valley 0 miovre sivas 07 0040 aeres wltdh Coloread River waler avafale, preiw miore thaw 30 sareties af erops e 1977 wiih 2
Jeroes rarlme of evore thawe $110,000, 000 Frady acreage frowghi a groo valie of 373,674,760, repetadier 823 003 874, Adore are tome
of the Peaaliny crnpi: Begimaing wpper fefe, elockwie, prapes, Thompion Seedfess andd Perletic rarteites ow 7600 aeren; Corafee fricis

Barpery awal pitrmr parreinen 17000 aever: Cafton e l.i'u'.'.h'..l" frow sowme AO00 acrer; Carroli were groww on afvais O, 000 sored, avid
feenter) dates bapped awid ripened are prows om 3600 acres CHEED Phara



FROM A LAND OF DUNES AND SILENCE TO HOMES, RECREATION

Woarer, machines, weew and vitiow have fwrmea the deiert preen wirk sparkfing commiry ofwds, polf cowres, domwe aevefofnrenis, as

sedl s citen, sehoodi and chueebes. Y bere, clockivise, beginmmg s lefe, are a few exaenpfes of the draea, dereloparent amd

elfremaie; Deverd bland, faph rive condom s my with golfawd tewnss; The Sprnps, sopacent io Deserd Ulandd, o fuxunry S and golf
ierelapment, bock iw Raweho Mirsge; Marrakesh, iv Palae Deiery, anorher of the private clale progecei: adies Wells Cownerr Clals
ae of phe carlier ralley cosnen, widlrzen o vorsmarer clbannel Conser, one of the wewent, Bawcho Ly Palweas, snder comrrciion, See
“Fayperadats san phe s L )

=g Jutgie CHEIFTY Phasien



Advent Of Canal Water Launched Valley Development

The arrival of Colorads River water on the thirsting lands of
the Coachella Valley had a tremendous tmpact on the
agriulivral cconamy,

Crop soreage soanistics el the parern of groweh and imperos
i a calidly statsnically chmbing graph on the chams

The Biverside County Agniculural Commissioner’s office
repeoris shiow 14,399 acres under production in 1936, By 1947
the yewr before e canal water armived on ahe lands the
prowlucing sorcage was 27075 with over 10 per cont (2754
gires) of ahat aoreage having been planted dunng the years
Pkl mrad 1947, In 1049 theere were 29,277 aores, b |.'1-'|. 1951
there wiene 39,505, an incrcased of 10,338 aores, by 1953 the
sarcape bad iwrcased another Go00%, and Tem 1935 e 1958
the i prase was 11, 55% acres

From these Gy i can be scen than from 1938 o 1RE the
sucteage bad incecased from 14,221 1o 37,073 or 12,854 acres,
However, from 1948 1o 1958 the acreage had increased 34, 503
to 61,378 acres or nearly three vmes thar of the previous
devade,

The first crop census taken by ahe warer disrcr showed
FE.SY mnes I.":i::”l,‘ll i VARG, |n'||l|‘v||h'r'|lr|'|l Dhisericn Mo, 1,
ansid i 1977 canal water was irriganing nearly 67 000 acnes,

In July 1917 the Swemwater Commussioncrs reported 458
acees of dates, 874 scres of alfalfa, 512 of grapes, and 3908
ot her crops fof a toial of $5%2 scres

Hiweeser the vitniy commisasiet’s mypeciar B 5 Boyer
repedtedd 2,332 sores harvesood i 19015 warh 2452 acres planoed
inn niw offshoors. Planved acres char year inlouded 277 omions,
75 -.;nr:.ln-upﬁ. il Valencas, 53 |ﬂ:|rn|:|m. k] grapes,

I 1917 there were 1100 acres of alfalfa, 983 new acres of
dlate olfshoods, and 700 acres of onons.

The fiese WAl CONUICHY Wik ltsged an ihe rojwor was e 1D
whicns 130 sores prsdeced 120 bales, There were 0 acres al
swiect protidies. Cotton producoion jumped o 700 bales frism
1L aores o P20, with 7260 acres onbons, 379 aomes prapes amd
DEMP s pes nanrmiatases

Cogion, Chwen Cogs

By 1920 when 6407 acres were under cultivation 2000 acres
ool wwstnn procluced 1600 hales, and 5000 a0mes of snions wene
|1|:lll|:|"\-|‘|

H. €. Bloom was the inspooior making his firss reporn in
1921 when he reponed 1300 acres of omons producng 750
carboads, By 1924 his report showed 834538 scres of which 4300
were in eonton producmg 3150 bales, 1050 in onions resulting
i THE cats, and some bettace was planted.

The first wangerine pl;n;ingﬁ woene noted o 1926, The daie

acreage had incrcascd vo 1842, and grapes to 2082, coton on
4000 acres, onions on 1700, letsce 300, and many new
vegeiables were being grown commercially,

In 1958 there were 2903 sores of dates, 2853 in citrus, 2780
i grapes, ithe 19405 report showed 3564 acres of prapes. In 1948
there were 4867 acres in danes, 2893 in citurs and 5063 in
grapes, The increase in screages was doe o the pesmise of sup-
plemental warer from the Colorado River and the near com-
plecion of the Coachella Canal, Interest in cotton was reviving
and the 1930 repon shows 11,000 acees in ooteon and the 1951
repart shows 11500 scres in coton, Grape acfeage gicw (o
B710 by 1032 and comes reported 3100 and by 1956 10,969
gores wore en grapes, m 1058 13387 acres were i grapes,

New plantings of citrus vaneties dimbed apidly in the
19%0%. Mearly 32950 acres were planied i the three vear penod
from 1956 through 1948,

Hevenue Climbs

Giross revenue received from valley crops has shown a seady
increase per acee. In 1938 the county repons show 19,273 acres,
valuprsen §1, 748 854 or §1 14 peracre.

I 1948 wath 27.075 acees, valuation of 0% Sk, 159, the
value per acre was 5387, In 1938 the value per aore was 3626
ancd in PG was SE40, in 1967 o was 302460, and in 1977
miode than 31870,

Crop patterns have changed over the years,

Many of the small rruck gardencrs of the 1920°s and 1930
have dsappearcd. Most of thoss in tomatoes, peas, onions
and other table vegetables of the 1940's have converted o
other crops due 1o the increasing comperivion from Mexican
prown produce,

The date acicage s barcly holding as subdivisions rake over
dure gardens, The land with aller palms, with their harvesting
difficuliies and lack of labor, are either not as productive or
have not received the culiaral care of earlier years.

The citrus industiry has scon many new varienes incroduced
during the past two decades, amd conon acreage had declined
m e past 10 years, The valley sull produces . cremendous
grape harvess and some 50 different crops are planted or har-
vesiedl,

The vwo decades of the 1960°s and 1970 saw readjustmenis
in agriculiure due o mEingg coss uf:ﬂrlj{y anwd labor, increascd
coas of cquipment, new harvesting machines and practices,
the pressures of uthanizsaimn, fedminve envimonmenial and
govermmicnial regulapons, including the Presidenn’s  waner
prolicies aned D-acre limitation and ressdency reguiremenits.

Jennings and Yager Lauded as ‘Toresighted Men'

GEORGE AMES

The oepanizavion of the Coachella Valley County Warer
districe in 1918 was in uself the culmination of years of cffon
by many people

We had been wld thay before we were irmiganng as much as
rwenty thousand acres we would be drawing from our wells
miore water than the watershed would replenish, Thus, soonct
of larer, trouble

We in the lower end of the valley, (we were down the
nl!ru:il [E= LY} uf Hru:} wiic 0l Eoel mn-.'ﬂnrd hﬂ.‘ll-l'l-l:' er
wells were fowing. “"We'd sull have warer when those farther
unpr the valley were :-ul'l'r!inr,. — wi thaasghi !

“Mor so'’ said Engineer Sonderegger. “They get fimst orack

i

ai i, They'Il suck you dey™”,
Time pll'l'-'l't| the Swiss o be nighe. Sondercpper had the
halmi of beng rl'l;lu
Five years larer we were pumping. Waier lovels inosome wells
dropped nearly a hundred foer during the thiny years before
canal warer was smvailahle!
Special Mention
And, with no inteni of gooning B, W, Blackbum, Chesaer
A, Sparey, Russel or Lee Andeson, and others, 1'd hke o
make special mention of two men whose foresight and effons
diel much v provide the groundwork for organieanon of the
distrsct thar made Colorado Biver water pvailable 1o s, Dr, §
5 M. Jennings and Tom Yager,
feanitrued on pape 47)



Pearson ‘Went Broke First Year in Onions

A L. Pearson was a ::,.]'.m..;l pronect ol G hie |l "1"4“'.‘!1' wilie
came heee in 1907 “leaving a 8130 a month job in Long Beach
v gov bk my Birst vear oo the o ddeal. ™" Hie relared ks
sioy i P

Fiis father had rented aboue 40 acres of the arca from whai is
now Second Sareet o Avenue 50, berween Highway 111 and
Highway ¥

“We grow omien seed in soven aores and then with 17 fanm
worrkers we sct the omoens in the fall. When harvest came | had
peor gt Joads in New Yok, owo on the ssad and she rese all g
el amad mi:,.' [is lhip when | B woird b raadl, ] vou

“Don’t send any omons,” o leier readd. Pearson said w
meant 14 was boss on shese shapped, those en toune and thosw
in the (rancs,

Wisrks I Store

In the fall of 1908 he went 1o work at the Gard siore, and
later came back 1o Coachella where he has always made his
home. 1o work for Huntington, When Smythe bought 2 hall
interest in the store, Pearson went o work for McDonakd &
Yaung in their mercanule store on Cantaloupe Avenue. Ths
seore was bocated where the Nick Abdcloour Marker s ioday
and in this building the Coachella Valley County Water
Districe had s first offices in the soushern end

Pearson was engineer at the ive plane a couple of summers,
He also operated what was probably onc of the Valley's firs
chain store operatiens from 1926 1o 1930 when he managed
the J. A. Daley’s Grocery, 2 Los Angeles.based company. The
company was later sald 1o Western Dairies. It had 168 outlers.

Hic was a bir macful in recalling his firse mandhing advenure,
whic by was albso D lus

“Had Made Killing™ _

He said that the year before his onion expericnoe overyone
had made money, but the year he went in 1o grow anins s
did a lot of other prople.

“Bu when we had cars in New York, cars on the road and
anions being crared, all expenses we had 0 pay whether the
ontons were sold of not, why couldn'y the buyers send o
telegram? We might not have bose in all. ™

He went into engincering and operated a dredge, the firm

Jennings and Yager
Feomisnied from pape 40)

D, _Il:l'lﬂillp::- werved a1 Famaly Fﬂ'l:.:.n TR R T TE L T |
ws—and did it with 3 horse and buggy—while finding 1ime
and boundless encepy to dovote o the warer project

Tom Yager, avorncy for the districe when it was finally for-
mced 0 1918, was soon recognized for his knowledjpe of waicr
meateers throughout the state. He puided and served the diseoct
during those fise yeam—uniil his sudden and unespeceed
death as 3 relatively young man, He was diown with the (s
when Wilham Mulholland, builder of the Owens Valley
aqueduce o Los Angeles, dicd. Although scriously ill Tom
couldn't bear not w pay his respects 1o one with whom he
worked 30 closely for many years, He didn’t ive o ger ihere,
and we bost Tom Yager,

One wonders whar sovracted men of such stature, and there
were others, 1o an arca of such limived convendenees (and op-
portunities) as we had in those years, But we can all be |]|an:E
ful that il'll'l'll.'lhil'l! hrnughl_ themt here—and that
“somcthing”’ has brought to us other men when they were
necded, What we have here now 15 2 monument 1o their many
services, and B a result of their effors.

steam operated dredge, which pulled mod o of dic San
Pedee harbwer, e wenn oo Sam Joaguin Valley one amsoilies
cogecing job, reiuinesd o e Crowmy an atean kool malar
anad worked o chis Guhee's “Whiae Mule Ranch, "’ ansd workss|
s the we plamt two semmers, while als clerking i the Mi .
Doaualed & Young stone

He had anogher chanoe ae a ““million™ when he deveboped o
techmigque o produce clear ice amd moulding 5 Y00 gl
vaboes o cans

“You could read the fine pring on 2 newpaper chnsugh e
e, e said, bt belore he conlbd [patend thi n-j:l:l:l::illn TR
so widely publicieed in the soe ndusiry’s magazines tha
smeaie chie grablbed my chance vo make 2 mallion '

Meanwhile o Family, the David Thomases, were also o
Coachella coming from Osfond, Nebeaska, Their daughicr,
Eva, had come wich the family in 1902 1o join Mr, Thomas whe
came the vear before,

Mr. Thomas helped busld the Huntingion Siore and sevenl
ather homes and hlulldinl::. i aned near Coschella.

Married In 1911

They were marmed in 1911 and they recounicd ane ex.
penenie of those carly days wairching Haley's Comer siecuk
across the skies while they enjoyed the vanmage of 3 woodpile
bleacher sean,

Mr. Pearson was employed by the Army when the miliary
took over the land and developed the Thermal Army Air Sup.
port Station. He became an engineer for the army on July 24,
Lo

He belioved Mis. Charles Jones was the first post-misiies
The odlsee was located in the Hungingion store aod laer woas
moved 1o the northcast commcr of Sish and Yine, He was cme
ployed by the Coachella Post Office in 1944 wheee be served
umtel he retered i the lae 1950

He served 1wo terms on the Coachella Elemeniary 5o bussl
Berard amd muny vears on the Coachella Frre Commissioner’s
baard, Both he and his wafe had held aoffice in the Basiern Soar
and Masome Lodges, the Bebekshs and Oddfellows Losidges
Shie was one of the fuss officcns of the Rebokah Lodge

To Mr. Peasson’s hobby of phoography the Valley owes 2
debs of gravivude, because many early photos of Coaclells and
this Valley were taken by him and wene preserved in s Diles,

G. W. James Reported Lake

George Whanon James in his “Traveler’s Handbook o
Spuihern California™ in 1904 reloces thag in 1891 on June 23
. a large baody of warter was discoverod Mowimg o the
Salton Basin some 30 miles soath of the (Durbrow Mew Liver-
pool) sali works . . " He wiote that cloudburst and possible ar-
tesian fows from she underground were rejecred when Dure
brow found thar the Colorado River *“rose in Febmary of tha
vear i overflovwed s banks below Y wima fusr 3 disgand o ol sasmie
20 miles. Some pormioas af (his averflow Toamd s way bk oo
the rver by the way of 3 bed known as Harhie's Cobsraido, ban
quite 3 quantity found s way 1o the many depressions tha
exiy beyween Yuma and Salion, Inl_h.llh.' aimsther over{low
formed a channel which empried ingo the Salvon Basin. This
thie Salion Lake was formeed, 10 nubes witle 'hj' 30 miles 1|.1||_|:.
aivd abour five feer deep. in the deepest part, Mr, Durbrow i
pssircd mo pormancnt ke can oxme heve. Evaporation & so
rapid thar the warers speedily disappear . "
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Arrival of Water Reward of Firgt Chief Engineer

O Awpost 1, 1942, 1. H. Soyder came 1o the Coachells
Villey as peneral manager and chiel engineer of the waner
i

“Joe™’, as e became commonly known, was faced wil the
problem of a canal buili almaoss o the Riverside Couniy fine
and war time shonages delaying ies completion. He was rewar-
dhed by seeing dhe firsa canal waner flow wo the lands in 1948

Active in community affairs, including ihe Coachella Valley
Advisgry Planning Commurtes, Mr. Soyder left the walley in
19%1 1o go norch with the Aromic Encrgy Commission, from
'I\I'Ill.h FH.'HI'I i:llll IIE’ Tﬂliwd

His 1568 commems will be interesting 1w those who besefin
tosday feaein ghe delvery of Colosads Kiver water on the valley's
highly prosductive soils:

Snwder’s Commicnis:

I have for 40 years fuT]m:I a policy of ““not boking back™
hl:]'m!d. My [prescmg =:r.|igr|n1.ﬂ:t H.rq'rr thic inwmﬁng YOUrs ag
Coachells it was very difficulr 1o shur thar door and concentrare
on a different ype of work. This year will be the end of my
cogingering work with the prospece of doing, in the future,
many things that we long ago planned. | will only v to focall
majos items during the penod 1942 theough 1951,

I was born in Wisconsin, grew up in southwestern Colorado,
graduzaied from Colorado State University in 1927 with 2 B, 5,
Degree in Civil and  lrrigaving  Engincering. My early
engincening assignments had a2 heavy  balance i warer
problems with a substanceal amount of strucoural design

In 1942 by agreecment berween the Board of |}i|:'-|:|;|:|u of
Coachells Dsoricr and Impermal Diszrsce, 1 left the position of
assistant supcriniendent of Imperial District and bevame chief
engineer and general manager of C. V. C W, D,

Do Headl Been Caa™'

In shoasbd be remembered thar ar s teme e All American
Canal had beoen 1;nrrlp]r| cid o Imp-:'rin.l 'lu':t||q,' wrel e
Coachells Branch was well along across Impereal’s Easy Mesa,
The **die had been casa™ that this portion of the canal would
be unlined and preliminary plans called for an unlined main
canal and wirface dogribuwimon sysiem in Coachiella Valley.

The difference berween the soils, farming methods and
people of the two districes was very grear and the aetimude
roward rhie “MNew Worer™ was eIy different. Uinlike Jmp-rri:l
Valley, Coachella had a limeted warer supply of fine waer o
which would be added the lower quality of water from the
Colorado River. Coachella Valley had 3 high class farm
operatn in wanered paris of the walley, cach farm with s
o warer supply

Frobably the mane difficuli problem throughour the time
thar | was employved a1 Coachells was 1o oy 1o develop a ooms
mon fechng for a Coneral Water Disince among all the poople
of the valley

I the fall of 1942 and during 1943, the Disarscr Board gave
subsantial study to the Burcau plans for water service for the
valley and the lined Coachella Canal with the underground
diilti:butlrm :.1.1“:11 Wiy lhl: evli, There was no din:ﬂ:rninll
fram the Burcau thar Coachella was a very high class ares and
that special design was a qu—. To the engincers who par-
ticipated in studying soils of the valley it was clear that the
ieriganion svstom would mimamiee leakage and the wse of 'l-'lll.'l
well conmrolled vo delay che dramage sysiem as long as

In =0 many irriganon projecs the land owners would nod I':u:
the problems of soil qualiy and drinage with the devastanng
resahs that are ovident in most immganon projeces all over the

A4

wintli |

On the negave side of the design of the dsgriboon works,
there was some  consideravion given o the ' Pillsbuny ™
wupoamanic conernl bBug the design did nog include dhs desarable
fearure which probably would have reduced subsianeially the
wasie from the sysiem.,

Vorers Approved Conprac

lq: m’\drr fin Ait @ diu rihlltiun LR L k] i1 WHS mCUessary e ||:||:
volers to approve 3 repayment conoract with the U, 5. Gower-
nment, The concract contained the basic provisaon thar i ad-
dition 1o the canal and underground distribugion works (lan
ihie cast sude flooad comies] syseem woubld be coanpleed woibian
vost (o the land owners, This flesd control provissen was the
firse of rs kind whete money appropriated 1o the UL 8, Acmy
Engineers was expended by Bureau of Reclamarion,

The coniract cloction was succesful and evidenced a sanisfac-
vy degree of cooperagion among the people of the valley

The war years produced only token work on the canal and
distribunion systemi. In gpite of the hegh production of foods
from the valley lands the crops grown were not on the onvsal
foad Liar and heile effor was made to imurpnrau- new land of
the valley inwo an expanded program.,

The Coachella Valley arca Froerny 108 armall bas Giem beginning
is now one of the fine farm and recrestion arcas of ihe warkd,
The leadeship of your presemt dioeticr board and the
management stalf have acoually done those things whsch in the
carlice years were only hopes, with no foom plans 10 benefi
from their scoom plnh TN -

It was a prear saisfacuon o sec the bime warer [ooan ihe
Colorado Biver flow into the valley and waih the span of an
r::11a1hil1|| program The ErCaics s isfactbon s il |:|-l:v|l|:l-||:'
whi came to the districr salf, s tha ime, Bad the queality 1o
be leaders. A disarsce whih has basse physscal quealises and the
competent leadership which vou have, will continue to rapadly
expand ino its place of imporcance,

ACALA COTTON GROIFERS® ASSOCIATION'S RIGGEST

YEAR o meay Bave beew tv 192324 wibew pli pibolo war
taben of part of 2,000,000 powads of Acala cotton seed, Thi
seed wai sold throwghowt the Sowtbwest and Imperial and
Mexicali Falfeys ar well &y exporss fo Frewch Tnafo-Clina, Ef
Safvadtor, Colpmira, Souwth Aprerica, and Ryina, The seed thai
year wedted the grosers 330,000 abore oif mill prices.

— C. V. Histarread Soctery Collectron



Mecea to Indie,

“In 1919 ot the carly 20's if you wanted o go o Meca vou
had to |'||=II i takc @ 1|;J1.'_" Leonhard: H-w:lltuh'_ pjlll:ln;r clare
grower, rooolleos,

Swangle and his wife live west of Tnde where they have
restded many years, They revsined a few acres of the propeny
which they sold 1o subdividerns
 He was one of the prime movers along with William Cook s
father in obwaming the Decp Canyon flood conerol channel
and levees that empty flood warers into the Whitewater River
Channel ar Poant Happy, He served a8 onc of the Coachella
Valley Stormwater Distmice’s commissioners on the  inaial
project. George M. Adams was the engincer

Camie Here In 1919

Swingle came o the valley in 1919, His father had come 1o
Kansas after the Civil War and his mother was from Missoun
They came 1w Los Angeles and 1o Kiverside in 1916, Afier
Swingle saw servioe in the Army he came 1o the valley

He served on the Coachella Valley Union High School board
of trasgees 21 Yoars, i.'rr!l'n nin; RLEED I!l:l;il!l'ﬂgL ey thie baard
in 1054, He was also one of the propeny owners who onganized
the lndian Wells Eldorado Arvca Propeny Owners Asocmoon
that deew wp the master plan for developmiem of the area. Tha
H,l'ulJl.'l'!. cﬂuru |I|:'rJ. 1} |n:|:|l]:u:|r.||:i|:|n nr ihic E:i.lg,' 4.1|I |r||:|:'.l.r.| 'l'."u"rlh
in June of 1967 while he was serving as president. He is also a
directar of the First Narional Bank of Coachella,

Elecrric Pumips Gave Impetus

“When | came here Indmw and the valley communitics were
proncer towns, Indio was 3 railioad own, There were ancsian
wells in the area south of Thermal bur in the Indio scetion they
were pumping. The Indio area’s farming impeius came with
the elecenical pumps.

“The first big crops were onions and cantaloupes. The
miclon deal started here and moved o !mp-m:] Valley T.ir.lp-pl
were just gornmg srancd as was cunes, Daves were |'li'll'llt'I:E o
the basis of promase and hope,” Swinglc says

He was one of the orpanizers of the Degler Noor Dare
Cirowers Assciaion.,

He recalled char |, W, Newman, who came here from Vens
tura County, was one of the men who stared the omon
CoOpCragive.

When Swingle came here his brother Dr. Walier 5. Swinghe
was physiologist in chanje of plant and brceding investganions
at the L. 5. Government Experiment Staven, Frances Gillan,
WS 'lu'-|.1r|:l.l1-J'.'r il‘l lht !rr:liml whqn iIH;' imc Lrl:lrlh:l':ll: anad lhr!.'
wete maried in 1921

She is the daughter of one of Indio’s ploncer minsaers, D
H. Giillan wha began lanrlniug ar Myoma on Aclams Sueeen in
December 1918 where he had g desen claim, The MacPherson
ramech is new locared there.

Move o Gireen Pansonage

Her Farher was a regived minsier when he came here and all
agreed e was an “excellent preacher.”” When he was asked o
assume  leadeship of the Methodist Church, which was
mecting in the adobe schoolhowse on the comer of Fargo and
Bliss, he mowed o the green parsonage back of the church
whote Emmie Chapan’s garage s woday. The parsonage laer
maved 10 @ site across e sorect ponh of the former Indio
Woman s C|I.I'|!|. WisE uFFﬂmHt aan h'lirn- .ﬂ.w:. casy nf]'l:iny. S:_

Mrs, Swingle recalls thar on December 29, 1919, the lidio
grammar school principal, Miss Mary Ward, dicd when a fire
caused by 3 kerosene heaver destroyed her howse on West
Miles. The W, P, McKinney home also caughe fire and was

A Day's Journey

damaged beyond fepai

Mrs, Swingle recalls thar most of the congreganaen came o
thoi: ovenang: scrvior andd pes so Ay G e marning weersig
The schend had been punlased by e hoch when st s biassl
1il'ﬁ1|l| tHIlII i |I|:u|1ll.' |1Iri|n:l|1l|: ”"'{'rﬂ'ﬁ'l'l .lrlil H1""‘-

“I remember than ot had o mcher high plaform in the from
and crude, handmade benches. The inlding had a bellry on
o and it faced Farpo, It alse had a pedal-pumped organ

Bali Chisechs L 15022

“The communiry starved talkeng sbsous balding 2 new claw
ch, There was quite o delsane alsous i1t and some folks weee ned
iy Favor of it A sire was abiarned bt Begua and Fargo and the
bunlching was buils thar mow houses the FiizHeney  Funeral
Home and it was dedecaced March 12, 1922, The old shool
bualding, now chutch, was sald o the O fellows "

In mwealling early days of the scormwater districe ane gouny
L o |||l|.||i|_|__ ..ﬂr '_‘.il.'.lru,:h' |_[J'|.|: a luse sl 4r|.-|||| 1 [H :': b 1 |

Jenmings for bis wonirmg effons and dednaion

“He worked hard for the valley and gave b life o o, you
might say, Dr, Forbes was anoiler handworker. He bocamc i-
volved and gave gencrously of his talens o geting warer 1o the
'vu;l.“l,"!I e vong luded

AT SEA LEVEL

Cortprefrmd, o of fbe peowciien’ crnpes of the waliey iv il fene
growmg of sed deeel, It 0 a feasling crop fe the canal irmpased avea.
The ared ierved iwith canal waler i ,ﬁ.:_'r."nj_l the cont ull"-.fjh-' datiral
aned iR TR Ytem CHCIFD PHOTO 2938



First Dates Imported in 1890 to Indio

Bernard Johnson Brought First Commercial Plantings of Offshoots

By ROY NIXON
Former Horticulowrsse, U, 5, Dare and Ciers Sqation
(Mr. Mixon died in January 1976.)

The date palm was introduced into the western hemisphere
by carly Spanish missionancs. Uniil very reconidy a fow of the
original palms survived in some of the mission gardens which
were established in California beginning ar San Diego in 1769
These palms, all grown from seeds, sdded an exote ouch o
the landscape, bor ther from never ateracted much anennion
because in the damp coassal climane it did not reach maruriny.

In the period following the Goldrush, 3 few date seeds were
planted here and thete in the warm interior valleys of Califor-
nia and southern Anzona and in time the fruining of occasional
palms sugpested possibilities for dage culiure in these disricts.

The firss successful imporration of date palms from the Old
Warld was made i 1890 by the U 5 Deparemeaa ol
Agniculiure under the dircovon of H. E. Van Demaon, These
f:lmi. 68 in number were distributed 10 cooperators in New

exico (Las Cruces), Arizona [Photnix and Yuma), and
California {Indio, Pomona, Tulare, and National Ciry).

Unfomunarely, although they were ;L}Fm&:d o be offshoots
of desirable varictics, most, if not all, of the palms in the 1590
importation were probably scedlings. as about half of them
proved o be males and the others bore inferior fron,. Offshoors
of supcrior varictics were not obtained untl 1900 when Walter
T. Swingle of the U, 5. Depanmens of Agricubure, p-:mm:I'I!r
supervised the selecrion and shipment from Algena of 403 of-
fshaosors, including 3 consaderable number of the alteady
famous Deglet Noor varicty. These offshoows were planied at
Tempe, Arizona, in cooperation with the Anzona Agiculioral
Expetiment Station.

Chiher Impawrraniaons

Several other experimenial imponanions of dare offshoos
were made by the U, 5. Deparoment of Agmculiure during ghe
next few years, including those by David Fairchild in 1901-02
from Irag, Baluchissan, and Egypt and by T. H. Kearncy in
190% from Algeria, and Tumisia. Meanwhile Swingle, following
his revurn from Algeria made a careful ssudy of climate and soil
in Southern Arizona and California and came 1o the conclusion
ithar conditions in the Salion Basin were most nearly like dhose
in southern Algenia, where the best Depler Moor dates are

n.

Az 3 resule of these invesugavions the U, 5, Depantment of
Apriculiure, in 1904 established a date experiment station near
Mecea in the Coachella Valley in cooperation with the Univer-
sity of California. Three years later, because of the threatened
Mooding of the Mecca staten by the rising waters of the newly
formed Salton Sea, headquaners for experimental work were
mioved tooa new locavion ewo miles west of Indie, where twemy
acees For (his purpose were donared 1o the Federal Governmeni

by Fred M. Johmson
Center for Research

This second station now known as the U, 5, Date and Cihunus
Stavion, has been the ceneer for dae reseanch since ity esgablish.
ment. It has made contributions of vital imporance on the
adaprability of dave vaneoes and conditions necessary for op-
termem fruin producton,

The carly establishment of dare cultuee in Coachella Valley,
however, must be credived 1o a large extent 1o 3 few proncer
sertlers. One of these, Bernard Johnson, went o Algeria and in

50

Seprember, 1003, meremod with the st commemal ime-
poration of date offshoots mouly of the Degler Noor varicty,
which he planted near Mecca, California. Acting again on his
own initistive, Johmon made another small importanon of
date offshoows from Algerm in 1908 and a much Barger one
(3000 offshoots) in 1912,

Meanwhile, Johnson's date plantings and those of the UL 5.
Department of Agrculiure had srowsed the interest of other
pioncer seeflers. In January 1913, the Coachella Valley Dare
Cirowet’s Association was organiied with cight chamer mem-
bers, This st assochation was devored exclusively o the
promotion of date culiure, a5 af that vme the members had no
dates o marker, and the immediae objective was to make ad-
ditional imporations of offshoots. The most active member of
the group was W, L. Paul, president and general manager
Pasl h:.-d I'l-rmm:.' 'ln:]l ::q_uu.im-:d wiih H::'m.:nl _Inhn.i.:m and
had been impressed by the importation made in 1912

Largely by Faul’s cfforts sufficicnt interest was aroused and
enough new members were obiained 1o make it possible for the
association (o send Johnson to Algerm m 1913 and for two suc-
cerding vears 1o bring in a weal of 10,000 sdditonal offshoors
of the Deglen Noor varicty.

Commercial Impoctation

Several oiher commiercial imponations of dare offshoots
were made. H. F. Cole impored 3,000 Degler Noor offshoots
from Algeria for the Amenican Drare Co. during the years 1911
o 1913, inclusive, Paul Popenoc, representing the Wt India
Gardens, impored 1,000 Degler Noor offshooss from Algena
amd ©, (M |:|E':Eumu. fram Irag . mostly ihe vanctcs Halawy,
Khadrawy, Kustawy and Zahidi, Mearly all g commerial
date plangings in the Unived Siares are vraccable o the impor-
tatbons during the period 1911 o 1915, inclusive

9,044 D Tshioos

However, more than 9,000 offshoots of the Saidy variery
were imponied from Egype during the years 1920 and 1922 for
the Gillerre-Rosenberper Dare Gardens and the Calizona Date
MNurscrics which sent 5. C. Mason of the 1. 5. Depanmicne of
Agnculiure abroad for this purpose,

Because of the large number of Degler Noor offshoos im-
Pur!ltr] and of i proven excellence 2t a commencial dae, this
varery carly ook the lead in the commercial production and in
1967 it comprised more than three-fourths of the 4,000 acres
planted 1o dares in California, Other imporned varerics have
proved 1o have a wider range of adapeability, and ourside
Coachells Valley, Halawy, Khadrawy and Zahidi have been
mose exgensively planted.

Saidy, which seemed to be promising for a while has cortain
drawbsicks uncer Coachella Valley conditins and plantings of
that variety have been abandoned. The Medjool, introduced
by Swingle from Morocco in 1927, has been increasing in
pupul:nl:r I FereEnt years and i 1967 some 200 acies had been
planted to this variety, abowr half of it in the Bard district of
California near Yuma. The Medjool strracs attention because
it 1% the largest of imported varicties of dates grown in this
u:lIJ:'II!lT_

A few dares are also grown commercally in Anizoma, where
there are an esimated 200 scres. Most o these are in the Sale
Hiver Yalley near Phoenix and in the Colorado River Valley
near Yuma, Because of higher rainfall i Arizona than in
Coachella Valley, it i ussally necessary, i the Salt River



BIRTHPLACE OF FIRST COMMERCIAL PLANTING OF DATES

Thii histarrcal mdt.l!rr aivierrei fhe nde f.:]'_f.l'_hr ﬁﬂ]‘ cormeTia l|I'r.l'..ulil]'m'lg- rrf-l:u-.h'l o Cnaediefla S"'.r.l'."r]' m 1905 .ﬁl',. Hrr.u.:nl"_ﬂ:ifmm:u- ]
Nasromal Avenwe awd Jolwion Sireef easy of Mecea, The Riverie Cowmiy Hosaread Comsciion srarer fromtn ow Fhe orpimsl plas

fing.

Valley ar lease o harvest fruie before it s cured on the palm and
to complete the Npening proocss in Maturanion ooms, No
production figures are avadable but i1 is csomated o be loss
than 3 mllion |1-|IIJI'|IZ|.'| g.'rJH:. Mos of the Anzana froi i ssld
biscally gin powirusgs of 'Ihﬁll.-lph ezl o ers,

Palms in Texas

There arc alo a good many dare palms in Texas, but they are
nt'::rh,' all seedlings in warered ]'.!I:lll.llrlg\ i the lower Rus
CGrrande Valley and in cenain localivies between Laredo and San
Ancomio, The minfall in late summicr and cardy fall 5 goo high
for satisfactory frutting of daes, although carly types may ripen
aivd are valued fof homie dse.

From the figures given o =, It B apparent tliar over S por
cent of the commencial date acrcape in the United Stanes is in
Caltforneas, © dhe Calilomis @ reape 0% peent 1w il
Coachella "'u":":'g,-. Fruii |Ir|.1vr.1'|||.|:l|:||| in California incecased From
one million pounds in 1926 w0 41 millon in 1966, Abou
three-fourths of the dare oop s handled in one laepe
Lnl.:ll:ql:l::"u' pal:kinn hovse in Coachella 1lr.;l“l':|.". ithe remamder
in severil oiher packing houses of varving size,

Durning teoent vears chere has been some decrease o dlage
ArMape h-l.'l. AR Ll!.hltl\l!l'l'lﬂlﬂrl'l.. iwoesdly o the afea betweon In
dio amd Falm Sprongs.

As ver this has nog lowered the toral fruie produccion bevause
screage planied duning and immediaely Fallowang Woaorld War
Il has been gomimg imo full bearing and changes in culyral
pracesces have brosaghi ancecases inpalm viclds. There may be
some deop in production in the near future, bur there &5 oo
reason 1o belicve that the daie :i||.-r.|u':|;r!.' Boon i way o
Although prafies from dars have not come up o the sy pice
weres found in brochures of the ploneer era, on pood sl with
HI.H."'I'J Mutagomont, fooums have boen wli:tl-mrnl:r L nver-
nment reseaes b combined with ihe imaganarion and igcoiiy
ol dae prowees and packers in solving producteon and fan-
ddlang 1]'1m11|-|.'rn'- have created an indusory ghan invanibly arousc
the admiration dind Iy ol those Brom the :Euu‘-[.:mrwuu: AETA
ol the Tl World who have seen i, There i liotle disualse lan
that daves will vontinue w provide the cxotic aromosplcne amd
Fenimianis overioaes (hat Fowinaie visiors 1o Codche lla Yalley

1



Water Led All In Importance to Coachella Valley

Diespite World War | ncaning s end, the stock marker crash,
the depression, Wodkd Woar 11, the most imporiang ching thar
has happened in Coachella the past 30 years has been warer.

That was the 1968 mmpression of Heory ). Briggs, Coachiella,
who came here in 1908 with his parenes because of his mother's
Isealh,

Bripgs was one of those who was active in suppornting effons
to bring Colorada River water o the valley, He was one of the

suto caravaners who went o Kwverade supporung the cn-
didacy of Rep, Phil Swing, co-author of the Swing-Johnson bill
sgned in 1928 thar made posible government asssstande in
building the All.Amcrican Canal.

He eredived D, 5.5, M. Jennings and Attorncy Thomas ©
Yaper as the men behind vhe dove o ger ohe canal, beeause a5
wells went down people began seriously promoting the idea of
the supplemenial waner,

Anderson Praises Early Men On Boards For Dedication

Lee . Anderson served on the Coachella Valley Couny
Woarer Distrion Board 22 vears, as well a5 seven years on the
Coadhella Valley Stommwaier Dhstoice Board.

Anderson’s longevity record on the board had been equalled
by the late Leon Kennedy who abio served 22 yeans, By 1977
Ravmond Rummands and George Leach had cxceeded ohose
records and Director Fros had served 19 years. Direvior Chester
Sparcy, an oniginal member, had served 14 vears,

“Minety per cont of the progress we have made in this valley
would not be here today is we hadn't obrained supplemental
water, " Anderson contended in 1968,

"We wouldn't have a lot of the things we have here if it
wasn"t for Colorado River water

“You also have to realize thar the flood provecoon the warer
disitict obtained for the cast side of the valley, the flood
Protection we are now gerting on the wes ade, and the work
donc on the Whitewarer Channel as well as gewing Nlooding
reghns over the years, have contnibured greadly (o our protection
and 1o our growth.

“"Thiose men on the frsg board of discctoss and thowe since
hawe all made rremendous comnbaarions intme, cffon, moncy
and vision to this valley,"" he contimued.

Other faciors aiding the development of the valley Ander-
s recounds as being the advent of aor conditioning and the
contred of gnags,

Only a Palm Leal Fan

“In the carly days you had only 3 palm leaf fan, and the
pias were ternible. Doceor 5. 5. M. Jennings did a log wo banle
the gnar infections and pink eye problems.™

Anderion abo credies Earl Redwine's employmeent as disonce
counsel as “one of the finest things this distnice did, He drafved
the distnibution contract and foupght the Burcan of
Heclamation 1o 2 standsill bere, in Los Anpgeles, in Bowlder
City, in Denver and in Washington, The loreral conpracr was
written %o that the Burcau of Reclamation had o finsh i
within the plans and specifications even though they had mn
ot of money on the contrace, That amounted o abour §4-
millians Redwine saved the disricr.”’

Anderson came o Coachella Valley in 1920 and weng imo
the date prowing business,

I the 1920's thete were mote and maore farmen PaLEing
down wells with eleconic pumps and the power supply was
criatie, Theme weic many power outages causing problems, be
recalls,

At one nme the Stormwater Board seriously considered put-
ting a dam at Point Happy to control foods and discharge
water into the La Quinta basin, Land was condemned and
[inlu:: 1:.[ way FlllThIM"d- Anderson sad ke was |.|.1|1.1.'inn;1l 1|'1r.'
plan would never be implemented and the plan was shelved.

Andersen recalls a tnp made by members of the board over
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the toue of the proposed Coachella Branch of the All
American Canal to below Mecca on May 4, 1935,

I made that rip all nght. Whew! We started from the Pot
Holes near Laguna Dam. Arian Shaw, the districn’s counsel;
John Graham, and @ man named Sullivan, was along. ['d like
eo forger char vop in an old Dodge, We had o go around ob-
structions, foll boulders our of the way, cross the proposed
.*i\l:lphmli. I thought o mysell: "The canal can never be baily
through termin like this™, and those big washes worried me,
bt they pue syphans under them, ™

He rexalled there was an carlicr plan o place a canal drop
cast of Coachells, irngate the lower valley on the contour and
pump into a contnuation of the canal on about the present
route novth and o the southwest of Indio

"You may be surprised o know we had a lot of people op-
I'!-IIH.'I] tcr bivngang i water., Valley land owners h-cpn lluldinﬂ
mectings a1 the high school as carly as 1921 1o alk about sup-
plemental warer. When the first bills came before congress
eeparding just the proposed canal the valley had a hard tme
goiting them 1o :I:'T:hl’ words “and Coachella® 1o the war-
ding proposing surveys and siudies of routes for the canal w0

Imperral Valley.
Credii To Early Leaders

“Hlackbam and Yaper deserve a lod of credie. They speing
bsuirs and days on nips, and wene around o service clubs and
organizations 1o well us whar our rights were uender the
legisdanon. Bur when the FI:I.'I-PI'H'.I.I aof mnclusiosn of Coachella
Valley with Impenal Yalley came up, most of the valley op-
poscd in. | was concerned how this might affece my 80 acres,
and whar might happen if the Imperal disinice defaulied on
their bonds, When we started 10 oppose there were only 13
prople interesved, When we learned the terms of the inclusson,
obtained from Handall Henderson, publisher of the Calexico
Chronicle, who was making himself unpopular defending
Caoachella’s npght 1o a separate contracy, we gaincd a lor mare
support. Washington Mclntyre was an old friend of Randall
{until recently publisher of the Diesen Magazine) and he’d feed
i informarion, (oo,

"I, Harry Forbes became interested and ook over the
leadershup in the opposivon, Gadley was peesident of the C.V,
Landowners Asociation. Forbes® snomey, Arvin Shaw rold s
gathering what the inclusion might mean, But those favoring
inclusion went ahead signing up landowners. | was delegared
to contact non-resident landowners and [ got them po withdraw
their sipnatures, with a few exceptions.

“*Afver the new board was formed in 1952, one of s frse ac-
pons was (o oppose validaoon of the Imperial conerao unl we
were assured our contract, and excluded from theis, We were
able w reooncile our differences with the help of Secrewry of
Interior Harold lckes. We fele our water rights or prioricics were



wedectod sinoe the canal was comtaored in guantitics (o serve

h areas, and thas capaciy in el constnuted 2 nghn

Wi had 3 desen in the carly vears, and we were afrasd i
wodld reven 1o one, bur we won our banle for wager and
demosraicy ot the ballst box and mise by fots anad chemon-
sratmens,  dnderson declared

Crives Forhes Credan

Andeson alsa :FFH:‘HH;‘I" sevepal femiex in 'l.'l:-":uhrng:.;m befoie
congressional comminees supporting the All American Canal
oot andd disiribunion seseem, bur gave D, Harey Forbes,
lasingiine bisard pressdene, ceodie for gewing dhe underpeoand
altearbuction and womm PEMCCHIOn coniracs started 10 congres,
and compleron of cthe canal after work had stopped during che
War.

Borm in Mechigan in 1889, Andeson came wo Californz in
bans. He later bisated in Claremone, boughi a five-acie omange
grove, cnlsied for service i World War 11, He was i the scr
vioe two years ending up in France, where he had sianed for
the Frodit near Lusembourg when the armistice was signed. He
came back 1o find himself nearly wiped our becawse his grove
had been forcclosed, Rewuming o Claremont he met his wife,
Rusels Lyons, while foreman For a citrus aseciation,

The were martied _]llru;' #, 191%, He (ather-m-law, Creofge
Lyona, imtenested him in coming to Coachella Valley where he
met Willam  Chwerholizer, He was impressed  with  the
possibiliy of dates and entered into a contracy with Overbole-
zof 1o prlang and IJ!;".T'JIFI--HI agtes over 3 1% year |'|-|:m|._|_ Gieorge
Lyons basught ten acees ar $200 an acee thar vear, 1920

Planued Cf-Shooss Direc

The Andersons fived in a temt for theee years while
developing the land, |1|.1.n|mg allshoots diveve imssead af sfier
an iwwbanon period 02 hot bouse, planting cotton, and
vepetables, and cxpancing his land ownership. In 1944 he had
184 geres dares, over 60 acres prapes, and o voral of abour 300
acres of Farm land, inclsding B0 acees acooss from the Covalda
Drate Packing Plane on Highway 86, He and Leonhardr Swingle
opencd the packing plane with 2100 down and $100 a month
fanr ihe £REOBO |1|1-|.'r.|.riur| o I'mllallng byuily h1.' Posghelwgiee amnd
laver abandoncd and used for soring cotron seed . Swingle laver
bowed o, Andesson secalls. The Andersans opere the
Carvaleda Dape Company roday

Anderson was asked 1o seck a school vrustee posation in 1929
andd served on the Thermal board for 25 years. He served
several terms as president of the Coachella Valley Farm Cemeer,
an office which his son, Lee, Jr,, s also hcld

He pecalls hae the Stormwarer Do Poard decicled @ one
time that commacing the siormwater work was (oo cxpensive
arid imsieaad boasgha the O anal 1u|'|1|r|1'|:1|! ane joly for
& 45,000 which Bined Beer bid ai 8100, (64,

“"During the sorm and high water m 1938 we had
everyledy oun orving 1o hold the dikes from Poine Happy
around Indio. | wouldn'y have given a mickel that Indio would
b saved, The dikes halfway berween Coachella and Thermal
wont oul. Then thise 3t Thermal gave way. | remember the
Frocman gerl was washod inio the channc! bae she luckily grab-
bedd o ramarsk himb and was FI,]HDII ot "

“Another timie during one of the Noods thae came sweeping
actoss the counery | iemembaer peeting i oan old wagon box and
I was carriesd nearly o the Whitewarer wash ™

VALLEY STREETS GET MAMES

Hoenty MeKay was appomicd in charge of Valley moad work
by the coumay i 1917, and duning bes yeais many duasiy tosls
were gravelled or paved. He s responsble for the Valley's nonh-
south toads branng the names of Presidenis on ghe mile line
and vice-presidents on the hali.mile

Generous Artesian
Water Brought
The Allen Family

Brouuse his father on 3 visst 1o Coachella Valley in 1917 saw
reshs of the penctows atiesian waier sapply he was prompied
o by A0 acies i the Ouss area — Thomas E, Allen came o
thsis ares to help his parenis

Allen, who served on the Coachella Valley Coumy Warer
Dstrier Board of direciors from Ocober 1952 10 Manh of
1938, came in 1918, Allen passed away in 1969 after relaging
tluis saory .

His fatler, beeavse he was unable o gev o well dunng the
wat vear 1917, had moved from near his wile's sseer’s plaie,
the Joe Bacons, 1o west of Indio, He had boughn the Arthur
Chenowerh place where a dave garden had been staned.

Young Tom, who had been bosn in Clay Center, Nebraska,
bael beew miarnicd in 1918 1o Muss Myrily Groat in Yawes Cens
per, Kansas. They moved o the stare of Washingion where he
attended the state college and taught several years,

Managed Kanch
He came 1o the valley when his parents urged them and,

'-ﬂl'_ll.

APTLY NAMED “SUBMARINE™

Alhough the eanly “iwbmanwe”™ dwelliopi, & owe-room
daidladimp, were meial with water piped o draf orer e fop and
Fow down the wides, fo prowide a cool place summer wighi,
this exitamle # & Brore moders pesston witdh @ shaile roof and
q'.r.-wlll'muﬂm.r “hraper” .|':I'r.u'ni" |.l:ﬁl";.u-g. '.'I':!r.r']' f'ffﬂﬁ'fﬂ.l‘} cooled
the rereriprl 13 fe 20 deercer. Why were phey calfed Viwd
marines ' Wop becanwse they were below sea fewel, bur becaie
they were suder water, Lay-oper ratfroad crews mvented rheey,
s saind? Sowre D ﬁ.l.l'.r.ﬂ.l:ll'! CeerTRES i ll|"|."|i'u|-nl|I aniid Ferdin l.l:I'm-lJ'l-
i . V. Hirorical Socivty Colfevion
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together with bus sisver, Margarer Allen, Indin’s postmnsiress of
20 years, they managed the ranch abour 3 miles west of the
amall community,

For two years he was employed by the Southern Pacfic
Kailroad and then for five years was manager of the Whittier
Ranch south of India.

The couple then moved into Indio o Towne Steeer and be
went intoe the plumbing business. They laver purchased the
Oitho Moore home on Fargo, boughi threee low of Flower Sireer
and moved the house to that site where they lived untl they
maved po Ongano, Calif | in 1957,

From 1928 1o 1937 he served on the Coachells Valley Sior-
mwater District board umtil it was merged with the water
districr.

Was Also Jusiice of Peace

He served five years as Justice of the Peace in Indio. He abo
served on the Indio Elementary School Board six vears as well as
a rerm an the Indio Cry Council.

He was a member of the school board when the disince bah
the rwo-room white frame whoolbouse on the propeny locared
at the sourheast corner of Bliss and Oasis, This school was laer
replaced by the concrere block Lincoln School an the same site
facing Blizs, The frame school building is now located ar the
rear of the former Roosevelr school grounds where it ance ser-
ved o a cafereria and now for starage.

The Alien’s children, Tom and Lynn, both anended Inadsn
Schook and graduated from the Coachella Valley Union High
Sqhoaol

Mr, Allen said thai his Favher afeer moving to the Chionoweth
place wess of Incio in Oorober 1918 had lefr he daughicr
Margaret there while he went back ro Nebraska in July of 1919,
Thomas E. Allen came to assist his sister until the parcots came
fram Mebrasks in October of 1919,

Like Valley Climare

"My father was empresed with not only the water, ba bace
with the crops that would grow, and the wonderful winwer
climaee. The last winter in MNebraska he said he burncd 13 ons
of coal in the furnace. He came back 1o the valley 1o give it a
nine month's oy from Ociober chrough July, That was when
he beft Margaret and 1 o hold down the for unil the family
arrived.

*"The nine months ke was here he observed and even plan-

ted vanous crops. He was overwhelmed with the crops of figs,
grapes, cotton, dares and the garden and truck crops he mised
They shipped their houschold goods by railroad and be and my
mather and others in the Bamily came by irain,”

Helped Form Dhstricy

Mr. Allen recalled helping circulate the peritions 1o organize
the Coachella Valley Cemetery District and the Indio Sanitary
Diserice, He was employed as manager of the sanitary districe
scveral years s well as the Indio building inspeoor.

Mrs. Allen s 2 native of Ontanio, Canada, She recalls that
there wastn's much o Indes when ill‘l,'" came here in 1914
“Just a linle senip of pavement, all the ress of the roads were
rurts and sand.

“Abowr the only social life we had in those days was aten-
ding school and parent mectings, later ghe PTA. Both Tom
and I were members of the Rebekah and Oddfellows Lodges
and carlier m the Masorc and Exsvern Star Lodges, " she said.

She abso recalls the homemade warer cooler, "a grear big
onc, for the whole house, which kept it reasonably cool unnl
the air pot ae the kinchen, "’

Allen said thar the Stormwater District had been contracing
ot most of the snowal deaning of the Whitewaier Storm
Channel and 1uﬂﬂ]:p.f with Lee Andepson, another board
member, the districe began doing the work iself “and saving
quite a bit of money,™ He said the old Indio Levee District to
protect the community of Indio was succeeded by the siors
mwarer disar.

“Ohne timie we were arending an Oddfellows meecting out of
the valley and when we returned a storm had par a ot of wacer
it the Whitewarer, The water was almest up to the foor of
the old wooden brdge on the highway ar Whitewarer, The
next day we learned i had been washed away shonly afier we
erossed

“In the carly days, even before we came here, flood warers
used to go around Pointe Happy across ghe Clark and Allen
propertics, through Cochran -&Ium Eanch, o8 well a5 puming
south o the Marshall Cove (La Cruinia arca), ™

Mr. Allen’s simers, Miss Margarct Allen and M. Elida
Macken lived in Indio uncl 1967, Mis Allen maintained her
keen imerest in commiunity and postal affais. She was s
cecded by Ros |, King, then Delpha H. Ferguson.

Early Crops, Water, Good Prices Boosted Area

Otho Moore, resident of Indio beginning in 1808, recalled
that the hydraulic well drilling really opened the valley. He
relaved this story in 1968;

The railtoad drilled a cased well in 1884 using a sand bucker
method. A nig was builc and the bucker was on the end of 2
pulley which lowered the bucket into the well. That well was in
the railroad propeny. A. G, Tingman, who builp 3 small
home, store, eorrals, carnied water from that well 1o his
place south of che vacks and kscared in the arca cast of the
prosent Fargo Street and nonh of Bliss Ave,

Tingman hired a small ng w come in and doll him a
hydraulic well in abowur 1898, When the Moornes came in 1898
the small ng was lying abardoned in Tigman s vard. If was a
hand-operaed rig.

“My wncle, Lincoln Cascheer, who had filed on the
southeast quarter of Secvion 26, south of Indio, was convinced
that hydraulic wells wene bearer and were dnlled fasier. ™

The 5P well wasa 1000 12 inch bur was coscly wo inscall

Dievelop Anesann Flow

Mr. Cascheer enmouraged the Carhenns, wha were in the
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well-drilling business on the coastal plain, 1 come down and
drill & hydraulic well in 1900, Ik went down abour 500 feer in
fess than two days. The difficulty was that these wells were
limived in size in those days to abous thitee or four inches while
the arher wypes were mor hemeeed. They brougha amesian warer
from way down and water Blowed aver the wop.

It was this homestcad land, plenuiful water, health benefies
of the climare, snd carly crops that broughe le here and
publicized the arca. He said thar in 1899 a crare of cannaloupes
broughe $11 in Chicago.

"Apriculyurally, the imponant thing was carly crops and
goad prices.”

Coachells Planoed

Although quite a few people settled in the Indio arca, which
was merely a railroad wown, there was land in che lower valley,
A proup of San Francisco railroad officials sent 3 Mr. C. E.
Mauby down and he planed Coachella, which was alled
W ur before they omganized because Indians would bring
wood for the locomotves and Los Angeles markets o 2 siding
there. fromfrmwed on pape 35)



FIRST AGRICULTURE IN THE INDIAN WELLS AREA

Shown bere v the farm of Wi, P. Blafr, owe of fiest settlers in the Indian Welly area. Photo saben aboss 1909 fooking sonth Srevas
duwe abowt where Avense 44 i1 mow focated south of Paler Devers Country Clukr Evtates. Indian Wells, owe of the newest cove citter,
ix & plush comtry clud cxty. Enewbower Mowntarn iv in rear nphs. In 1916 Whitewater River carved out chanwel through ranch.

“Land was sold, athers opened up Thermal which was quite
alkcaliene bur after all the land was free when pavenited, and chey
all got water from the artesian strata, As wells were dilled n
the bower valley our wells around Indw went down. My famaly
brought in 5 sand bucker and dalled a larger well and insealled
a pump, Thar ha Sprn:d- to all wells in this end of the valley
As land developed fanher down the valley the Farther down we
had to go for water. Soon there were no ancsian wells ac
Coachella, where the railoead had drlled 2 well in whar is now
Cantaloupe Ave, (Hyghway 111} [t was coszing more moncy to
pump with gas and elecine mowors which came in with ¢
ericiny afeer 1913,

Imperial Valley, meanwhile, had water from the Colorado
through a canal which was extended through the Repablic of
Hniru. saiib nf |1':|: hnrl:h't._ arid v [atis b-qginnin.; io talk
about a new, big canal 1o be located on the Unined Soares side
of the boundary

The problem of the canal, known s the Alamo Canal,
through Mexico was that Mexico had first might o it and 2
group of Amencan developers down there opposed the 1dea of
an All Amencan Canal.

"We saw the posibility of connecting 1o that canal and
everyone began talking about the Impenal Valley paojoct
because everyone was afraid thar with the whaole warer tahle
poing down that eventually there would mot be enough water
to serve this valley.

Water Level Dvops

“ln 198 we had berween 3000 and G000 acres beoing
culvivared. Our artesian wells were poing decp, to 300 feer, our
pumping wells were under 300 feet. We had problems of
power and increased pumping coses whille watching the warer
po decper.

"By 1917 we staned saving we sught to pet Colorado Rivee
water, oo, Many meetings were held, My mother and 1 helped
with petitions w get the Coachella Valley County Waser
Dvistrice organiz in ke 1917, The Stormwarer Districe
wouldn't do anyihing and 1 was argued we needed a water
district 1o protect our wnderground water and siream Nows,

“We wanted warer. Lows of people supported the wdea, |

- . V. Historscal Sociedy Pbora

recall my wife and | and my mother ugn-:li petitions for the fir-
a1 five candidares for the water board '
Power Comes In 1914

Mrs. Mooge vividly recalls the fimst elecuncity for the valley
coming in 1914 because her farhier’s brother surveyed the roure
for the line coming in from Banning and Behop, while a
younger brother was superintendent of construction of the
line,

“They thought we were crazy to live in this desert,™ she
remembers,

Mr, Moore recalled the “werrible flood of January 1916,
when water was “waist deep in the sereet in front of the presen
Allbrigh s store on Fargo, where our howse was bocared afrer
wi maoved from the ranch, ™

”.-' H, E‘H’nnl:ulp. Kinﬂ . Gillepe, and ann'll'u.lq; bainly o
dike around their places wes of Indio and &t ran all the waier
ito Indio, In the carly days the warer ran across what 15 now
Indio, or wurned south around Point Happy and ran sourdh
acroas the Clarke ranch and Marshall’s mnrrh into what was
then known as Marshalls Cove {La Quinta).”

Made Streer Wide

The Indio Levee District was formed o wake the warer
around Indio wownsive and Oasis Street right-of-way was reser-
ved for a levee notth and south. (The width of the present
Chasis street, in compansen with ether strcets on cach side, cam
and west, i atinibited 1o the fght of way reserved ar that
nme. )

Moore and others recalled thar the railroad had built a levee
and channel south of the railroad tracks from near Montoc
Sercet south o beyond the juncrion of Highway 86 and 111,
because of the many stosm flows,

At the Fargo crosing of the Southern Pacific there was 3
wagon bridge about where Denny's Calfe is now. It was abou
25 feer wide and had hand rails on i, v was bocated berween
the vracks and the road along side; Tingman built it for access
to the depor. When the stormwarer channel was buile around
Indio this ditch was abandoned and removed in May 1919,
when the new paved highway was built from Fargo south
toward Brawley,
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Short-Lived Tiny Railroad Began in ‘88 in Palmdale

The Sowibhern Pacelic Railroad reached Seven Palms sianion
i the Sprang of IBT6 and by May passenger irains were min-
aniiig dnnkor ialie,

B few people know of the shom-lived Palmdale milroad
which ran from a poant near the casiern onad of Garmer Hill in
an almost sirsighe line on the presemt Farrell Road i Palm
Spangs o where Smoke Teoe Ranch 15 now located south af
Hiaghway 111,

he parrow gauge ralroad had solling sock which consised
anl i Doosa iwe g,'r|||.1-'|n' [rassCIghcE A, two flag cam and an rnginr
which was seoked wath wood provided by YValley Ioadians. The
arain was called the **Cabazon.™

Cirading for the road was bepun in March 1888 and the firs:
cifs fan i1|_|u|1.' 1888, The passcnger cars were |'l|Jll.h=:.-l.'|:| fiom
thie San Franciseo Railway Company, one was Dar sided and the
other bellowed ourward, One was an open car and the other
was closed. The engine was the small donkev-engine type wath
a flaring smokestack and was pored on the fear by an anached
sl ool and wood tender

An the Palmdale end there was a roundhouse of sofs, and a
“wye'" ar each end on the railroad permined the engines w
gaarm around

Onve of the first shipmenis was eeponied 1o have boen omange
tree nursery stock shipped from Flonds in two il cars

Herbery W, Bordwell was the first il superintendent and
manager of the land development company formed by H. C

Campbell of San Francisco, W. 5. Fergusson of Oakland and L
B. Hl:ulr of Riverside.

The group had purchased the remainder of unseld land after
an auction and poblic sale was held November 1, 1887, In that
puction abour $50,000 in land was sold w excusioniss and
land buyers, and comprised lands originally purchased from
the Southern Pacific Land Company. The syndicare took an op-
gicm on the unsold land compnsing aboun 20080 acees and sharcs
of unsold stock in the water company.

Pronised Town, Mlanongs

A Rwversiile newspaper, The Press and  Homiculiusise,
published by Holr, reported that the Palm Valley Land Co, was
organized Movember 1887 with capinal srock of $600,000 and
advertisements in that paper proposcd thar o new own of
Palmeale was established and an 80-acre melon patch was to be
planted and would scll 100 acres in 10 or 20 acre parcels ar §150
an acre, Each succeeding 100 acres would be sold in tracers with
the prices escalating with cach sale from 8175, o $200, 1o §229
with the fifth offering o be ar $250 an acre.

There were other land promoters sotive ar the Garden of
Eden tract which lay toward Palm Canvon. Palm Springs was
being boosied by sull another group. Proposals 1o build the
pailraid were announced in December 1887, which the syn-
clicare was cereain would make their lands mose desirable.

Bordwell, who came from Jackson, Mich , brought a house
with him, presumably o ready buile and dismantled house,

Heavy Black line shows boundary of the nearly 640,000 aone
Coachella Valley County Warer Districe. Dash line indicares
Coachells Branch of the All American Canal. The Districe is
three counties, Riverside, Imperial and San Dicgo.

— CVCWD Drawing
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which he crecved on the Palm Valley land ihere and is believed
io be the Mt and only subsmanual builbding bl in the
development,

A postoffice was cstablished March 9, 1888, Thomas M.
Sweet was the first postmasier in a store, bur the development
ncver went beyond the ranch stage. The ranch and vrack-laying
coews lived in vent houses while building the milroad and
digging an irmgation dirch which was 1o warer the fruin ees
Trans operated only from July o ember | B5E,

A 19-mile rock-lined irrigation ditch from ehe Whitewarer
doed (1743 i the summer and there was not EI'II:|I.!K|"| wapet
available from Tahguire creck. The few Fruir coees than had sur-
vived the trip from Florida soon died from lack of water, Mean-
while the Southern California real estate boom had collapsed
and lands went begging.

There was no money to pay the laborers on the ranch and the
paradise that was o be Palmdale faded.

The vrain and it road bed weee left o the deseri san laie in
1848 or carly 1889 and repons have it thar the engine and far-
cars and most of the mils were laded onoan 3P car and ken o

Bakessficld.
Abandoned In Whitewarer

A photo taken by |, Smeaton Chase shows (wo passenger cars
ahandoned mn what B8 the Whitewater flood channel in the
carly part of this cenmury, The cars were destroyed by fire and
the wheels, brakes, and car frames rested on the sands for many
years and were seen as lage as 1916 when the heavies: flood the
valley has experienced bunied them under the sands

The only remnans today are a few fence posss made from

the ties. The largest remnant is the Miss Cornelia White home
cast of the old Desert Muscum which s largely made up of the
redwood tics which Dr, Wellwood Mumay had gathered from
the ald roadbed,

When the narrow-gauge railroad o Palmdale was aban.
doncd, the Seven Palms staton was moved slighly over a half-
mile west o what i now Garner. A anc-room rest howuse which
had been baili ar the onginal sxison fod wse of ovemighe
passengers on the South Pacific enroute 1w Palmdale was gom
down and Dr. Murcay had it cut in two and moved 10 Palm
Springs. He reconstructed it across the sireer north of the old

Muscum bunlding.
Few Evidences Remain

There is litele left of the abandoned right of way. Evidences
can be found east of Palm Springs. OF Palmdale there is
mathing.

Ineeresuingly enough Palm Springs was the site of the firse
|:1rp;|: :Fﬁrulluhl devrln}:m:nl whican i aboui 1RET Judgr Ml
Callum and associaces ineresied inoa land company imigarcd
160 acres of Mavel oranges. It was the largest commercial plan-
ping of s kind, The planting was intersperied with Muscar andd
Thompson Secdless grapes, according to Truman Gridley in
the May 1926 “Development Ediion”™ of the Coachella Valley
Submarine,

About 1893 a Col. . of bicycle fame, Gridley reporied.
planted abour 80 acres of figs. Apricots and grape acreape was
developed. Water, both the lack of it and water righes, caused
abandonment of these agriculiursl enterprises
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Valley's Battle Against Salt Began in 1927

The bomrom of che Salion Sink, before i was covered with
water to form the now Salton Sca and the surrounding anca
was 8 sali-encnisted marh. In fact, mo much of the area e gali
crst was Goto 12 inches dn thickness. The sale was sulliciently
pure Thar it was comamer iy mined by the Mew | |1.1_||m||| Salt
Company i elic carly 1HA0's

Probably the most abundant source of these salis 15 the un-
derground waler thay moves slowly voward the entire Coachella
Basin from the mouniains nomthwest, The water B of excep-
winal panny bae Bike all mataral waters it contans a small
armount of salis and all af @ s lefi belind as the warer ey e
porates from the ground surface

Through Exaparaiion

Since the ground warers nsc an many locatens, sther than
il = wery batiom of the valley, as evidenced ai the Springs ai
Figiree John's, Alamo Bonira snd Agua Dulbce, salis are found
at the surface of the ground in many arcas other than v the
bowom of the Sink. Indeed, wherever the ground-wanrer level is
near the pround surface the process of capillary aseracion 1
powerful enough o draw the water 1o the surface where i will
be evaporated and the salus will accumulate. A lange arca i the
Coachella Valley fiom Coachella io the Salion Sea has soal than
was guite saline

At an carly dae i the developmeny of imigation in
Coachella Valley it was believed the need for drainage would
grise. Inm 1927 3 number of shialbos Fl-.'r:'-uul:rd cased, grouand-
water olservatson wells, calbed " Alkals Woells, ™ were installed,
ranging in depeh from 11 1o 32 fecr. The water levels in these
wells were ecorded For sewveril vears but with the dimirishing
water levels in the irrgacions wells, due to an overdralt, intenes
was los in the " Alkali Wells' and by 1940 most of cherm were
lose or damaged beyond repair

Mot A Eaglier Problem

As long as all of the farming. approximatcly 17000 acres
had been dependent for its source of imigaton warer from
;;:mlu:ﬂu':l{:_ :i.ruinuj;c WA ot an Impsarrant j:lrl.|'|1|1'.'||. I:ldllll.'
because of the effect of heavy pumping on ameian pressures
and parntly because only the beiter smls had been developed

However, with the approsch of Colorado River warer with irs
heavy content of todal sales, weetest in drainage became very
impanant. This new supply would cawse an expansion in far-
ming, change imgation practices and water tables would nise
which would cause serious drainage difficuluies in che furure

Un_J'.l.ll.' 1, 1945, a Memorandum of Agreement was signed
by the California Experiment Station, the United Seares
Salinity Laboravary of the Depantment of Agnculoure and he
Coachella Valley County Warer Disricr relative o “'In
westigatsons of Salinty Removal and Conteol by Drainage. ™

In 1948 the Burcaw of Reclamapon alo joincd in thas
agicement and the group 5 now known as ""Coachella Valley
Drzinage Cooperators " All of the agencies are concermed with
the rescarch and investigational phases of this work but the
Water Dsoney 15 salely rnpu-n'-l‘.:-lf for the desepn and the con-
spructuon of drarnage works,

BEHEMOTH LAYS PIPE LINES TO DEAIM FARMS

oy L [+ £ PEN O IFENCE, JFF & CRISONEN OF LIRS, PR ..In'IuJ iR 2 -:'fM:'H T, alfNY FE TS L
In ome operation thes big machine dgr a & i &, Ly A I d, rrerralls fempihs of ¥ i el

fremch. Arrow poinis 6 ipol in underground chamber where worker s fransported as be feeds pipe and ile into the ditch, Large con-
timows perforated plasie pipe i alvo wied for draims, Farse and District drarnage finet serve more than 35,000 acres awd approxsmate
2100 miles in fength to take the sub-surface saline waters to the dvain and Salton Sea
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AN AERIAL VIEW OF MOSAIC LEACHING PATTERN

F.r.l}r.u' the arr .r.:':lr idrken m.u'rr.wml'r R ..I'J.r.n'.l J".r.u'.r.lrl Bold Back feav .lﬁ'n.'k' waler J"a'.ur.--f' ff:-ﬂ'r & mosEn I."ml.'.rrra_ Er.ﬂ .I"Jrnlj; Iy o l||':'r'r1|.'|-'|i .-.:Iul"
irnkimp fonr feer of irripation water Phroagd flbe i to ik accwmwiated 1aits into oremvage pipers burred abowt seven feed bedow

rhe swrface, Reclaimed land them becomen tweialile for caltveation

The problems relating o the reclamanion of sali-affeced
sils has been studied in derail by the Cooperators and cx-
peniments relaping o the removal of excessve sales from the
ﬂll-:l'FFﬁH'xl sails were carpied our. The Cobarado Hiw;: waict,
even thasugh it has approomarcly onc won of ool soluble salis
per acre-foot of warer, is high in gypsum and &5 a very good
15 I.'I|'|'|J|Il|l|'| waler

From data obeained from the many experiments, it was
recommended that the ponding of water on the ground sur-
face, r‘l.'i]l]iII'I[:. which dissalves and 11|.|4.|'|r-. thie salrs u_-up.u.ll-_p
downward, o the method char rewulis i swecesdfol lanpd
reclamanion

The most important need for land drainage in the Coachella
Valley 13 to remove the saluble salo from the soil, In most soils
and norural waters in and regions, there i contained a large
percentage of soluble salis, At the present tme the drainage
control system thag has been i:aslnll-rjlm contnnl the level of the
ground sager and 1o remove the soluble salis, has been the un:
dergrounad  farm vile drainage sysems. These have been
.il.|1.'l.||lulr o coniial the 1!|:u.||1:|;l: Frﬂ'll.'lll.'lll andd are an absolue
necessity 0 the reclamarion of arcas with o high water rable
and sonl coneitisns 23 we have heee in Coachella Valley.

The farm oile drainage system @5 laid our in a gnd
armangement with a base line or collecter line of Sanch

diameier [-Tc with laterals of cither 4, %, or f-inch diamerer
pipe |J1.'||-rn 'r|1;: o the |rng1|‘| af the lateral. The average |.|1.'F|-1|‘|
of the drxin tile is seven feet below the ground surface. The ac-
tueal spacing depends upon the permeability of the soil but for
all praceical purposes, because the soil profile s o siranfied,
pracricability and not permeability determines the spacing.
These farm dranage syseems discharge into the outler drainage
system a5 provided by the Warer Disunicr. There has been in-
sgalled 2, 100 muiles of on-fanm ule i.|'|r o 15,000 acees

The main autler drains for all farm gile deinage sysiem are
congtrucicd and mamtaned by che Warer Desznce. All of the
drainage warers discharge into the Salvon Sea which i the
drasnage basin for both the Imperal and Coachella Valleys,

Two Kinds of Drnins

The outler drains are either open dmins or underground
prpe demins, The open drams are used i the arca borween the
agriculiural bands and che Salton Sca and as large valley-wide
|:|:|]||.'|.|;|:rr d:r,llm. wlwn;' i| B i r:';!.il:llr [ ESE Frijlﬂ: lev ibe e
of the valley underground pipe drains are used a5 the outler
system. The complered sysiem will be composed of 250 miles
af CHHE drmne of which 2% milex 5 thie Wheicwaier Kiver
fawing through the center of 1he valley

Thie program of agnculoral drainage for Coachiella Valley s
based upon the best data obtainable.



Grapes Took 10 Days to Get to New York

"Forty-cight years ago there was nothing you could bay to
keep you cool except an electric fan and all that did was stir the
hon air,”” claimed James E. Pippin, in 1968, He was a memiber
of the Coachella Yalley County Warer Disenicr Boacd of Dirce-
tors in 1932 and 1933,

He came here in June 1920 and resaded on the 20-acre rem-
nant of 80 scres which he helped his wife's uncle develop at the
nottheast corner of Highway 111 and Madison. {He died in
197}

Mr. Pippin was a native of Richland, Missouri, where he
Jr(_rrw up on a farm. He anended Teachers College ar Sprimg-

icld, and while geting his education he **barched and farmed
the family farm for eight years when my parents retired 1o

town,
Was School Teacher

He taughi country school for ewe years before ;uin? o
Springhicld and gening his cenificate. He *seill wanted 1o be a
peacher.’” He was mamied in 1918 and came 1o California
where his wife's uncle urged him to go into farming with him,
but be revumed po Missour for two years,

He came back to go mio paronership with his wife’s uncle,
John Schell who had boughs 120 acres, 80 acres in the present
place and 40 acees of Jimmy Nonthrup in Section 28. He
managed the ranch, one of the fimt jobs being uprootng all
the old date palms on the Nonhrup place becawse many of
them were seedlings,

The firse 80 was in Malags grapes, which were recommended
by the experiment sanion

“Inn thase days it took a car of grapes 10 days o per East.
Somectimes they iced the cars en route, somcumes not, We
planted more Malagas and when they came in three years laer
the Malagas were a drug on the market. Too many were plan-
ted. Those who had pur in Thompson Seedlest were making
moncy because they were earlier and bener eating. The eighth
year we pulbed our vhe Malagas and saned all over wich Thom-
sones and planed B0 acres of grapefu.™”

Wotked With Fresmos

When they developed the BD acres, Pippin said *there wene
twa huige duncs that bad o be leveled, We had the old Fresno
scrapers and four hourses We'd get a biee of abour a quarner of
yard, drag it our two of three hundred feer and dump it and
then mide the soraper back. | emember we let out the conrac
to o Mexican, One of them | hired in 1925 seaved wich me 40
years. The presenn carcraker also came here abour 1923,

Together with Mr. Schell, Pippin developed the Schell Ran.
ch and Packing Co. with the packing house located on High-
way 111 and now owned by Mr. Morgan Ward and his son on
60 acres, Pippin recalled that he first shipped rthrough
cooperatives but later developed his own packing operation.
Afver selling to Ward, Fippan in 1946 banlt Coachella Valley
Packing Company on Highway 86 where Sambo's restaurant is
hj-r;:u:ﬁ ‘hiPFi“E citrus, con and prapscs. He alsa 'Frul:l;'\d o
others until he sold the plan abour 1958

On First Boind

He was a member of the firse board of the Coachella Valley
Cemetery Districr, and was the only surviving member of that
besared. Charles Jomes and D, Clark were other members, He
scrved 18 years, many years as peesident, wnil he resigned
about 1963, The move for a cemetery disarict was stamed by the
Indio Exchange Club of which he was a charer member and
past president. The club was mecting in the basement of the

0

Pater Hotel and members decided the destrect would be a
poodd projecr.

“We didn't have a cemetery, A couple of small, poorly kepe
ones in vanous places, one in the nonhesss parn of Indio, and
the Goth Cemetery a prvate one west of Coachella, We
remarvedd the bodics and rebocated them in the new cemetery on
South Jackson after we had contaced those relatives we could
for permisson,””

Because of his chaner membesdip and community serace,
Fippin was made an honorary member of the Saviomal Ex-
change Club after suffering a siroke abour 1945,

Honored By Masons

He was 3 member of the Methodise Church. He was the first
member of the Masonic Lodge in the Valley to recoive bas 30-
year pin which was presented him at the fimst meeting held in
the new Temple on South Jackson Streer in 1964, Two yeans
lacer be rooewved has S0-vear podid pan from the Roval Arch
Masans, presented by the Palm Springs B, A, M.

He was also a member of the Al Malikah Shoane Temple as
well as Dave Emipire Sheine Club and Palm Springs Shone Club,

For 48 years he had been o continvous member of the
Automahile Club of Southern Californi,

He had Been active in Boy Scouts, was 3 council member,
chairman of Valley commirtees. He had been a member of the
Adbvisory Board of the Bank aof America when i ssared and was
the surviving member of the onginal three man board: A, B
Martin, Tedd Johnston and Pippin,

Boosted Cirrus Label

He had been s member of the Grapelmin Advisory Board,
promoting the pame “"Coachella® on deserr civrus, He had
been a member of the Indio Elks Lodge.

He was a membser of the Indio Elementary School Board 18
years: A, B, Martin, Pippin and Thomas Allen. The Indman
Wells School Disirice was merped with Indio during Pippin's
verm and be said chat H. L. “'Ben”’ Cavanagh succeeded Allen
an the board, Indian Wells had a one-romm school and sold it a
ETFR LT

Whai were those early days like? Pippin said they were ""hat
and dusay with snakes and winads and gnas, ™ Refngeration has
changed the Valley.

“{Hien m ihe wrmmer we'd b i e and coleli ‘nl-t‘i.'['l- il
was 30 hot, We'd et up and dip the bed sheetin the bach b,
wring it out, spread it back on the bed, sprawl on it and by the
vime it was dry you'd be aslecp. IF you did thar maoss any other
place in the couniry you'd wake up with preumonia. ™

Developed By Wood

"“We did that quite a fow yoars unnl | think it was An
Woods who invenred a warer cooler with warer dnpping on
burlap, later excehaor pads, and it wasn't long before
ﬂmgml].' had one. Ar was always nnkering with m-ml-mg.“

“Sundays we used o visit the various canyons and ride hor-
ses of picnic, We'd go wo Salven Sea, The Pawleys, Smileyvs, Lee
Andersons, and Spareys were among them. We had scanding

Fans that next Sunday we'd go te Salion Sea or another place.

ravertine Poing, Marbonne Ranch, Mapgnesia Canyon, There
wasn't a house around these places. We'd get together, com-
pare notes on how we were geoiing along and leam we were all
faring abour alike. We didn't know how poor we were.
Thinking back. it was a good life. "

He recalled thar the old Lincoln School was located on the
southeas: corner of Blis and Ousis, facing Bliss. The firs



Roowewelt Schoal was buili while he was on the whoal board.
Jolnson Elecred

"“Ohur board l'lt'l]!llllil!l'l.'d the late Rex IIL'III.I'I'HH'I. The board em-
ploved teachers in the early days, oo, Rex camie ourn 1o sec mic
when “Bud" Marton sent bim ous. He was fist hired 2 a weacher,
laper m.:ul:_' '¢'i|_'l;" pri|1|.|Fu|_ amd Wh(‘ll :'hlrrlr Tu.g.'h:lr d:ﬂd. Wit
made lum pn.nu;ul and the Eupprmwm!r:m of Schaosaly. In
those days, everyone had an opinion on how the schoal ough
1o bee run, even as 1o where the bus runs should be locaged |, b
i WS IWEVET ANy SETIONS question.”’

When the Flymg Eagle Railroad bine was bl 1o Eagle
Mountain, Gil Shea the contractor invived Pippin and ogher of-
ficials to ride the firse vrain up in 1948,

“Palm Springs didn’t get started unail after World Woar 117
He remembered when there was *'nothing between Indo and
Palm Eprlngi ijm.g,' Nq:u:l]:nlp had a lot of influence, he
managed o ger the road paved past hs place when it was im-
proved wwward Palm Springs. We bought 40 acres and &, L
Wood bought the land across the road. ™

Recalled Warer Fight

He redalled che long siugple o gor the Wil chrough
Congress o build ehe All American Canal and then the barele
10 get the Coschells Branch and 3 separate contrser From Im.
permal lerganion Distnice.

"Thinking was divided whether we shoubd go with Impenal
and its warer rights which some thought were better. People
may have disagreed bor they were honest i their beliefs. We
ot the pob done and the canal buily and laeer the distribunon
sysLCm, ihai"s ihie mam l.hiug. The DHsince ™ ANLOERCY . H. L.
Carnahan, former licurenam governor, advised the board and
Tom Yager, until his death, was the Diserice™s counsel, and he
was on the pob all the tume going to Washington and awending
ANy, many mectings.,

W hat ane somme of the biggest changes in the 48 years?

Pippin said the All Amencan Canal warer saw people begin
to come here. ""Three vears after the canal water was i use
ncarly all the vllable soil in the valley was in the hands of
specularors or being farmed, We went From abour 106,000 acres
in the early 40's to the present more than 66,000 acres today.’

The weoond faoror he discused was pourism. Wit ol
pressure off the wnderground waier pable upper '-'J.”l'!f
developmients became possible. Thoussnds have made this
their winter home and golf courses have provided a greai ais
vracnin., He parineead oan than there was 3 vime that every inp o
Palm F-plmjh 4w a new moiel oF hogel ]:Irjllg h|u|| S .'|.|1|.|. ||'||;|.
are sull bastlding them, ™ he declaned

Some of the carly agnculmaral problems be weoalled came
during the World YWar when the transient workers lound other
work and the abor pool doed up. Mexican laborer were
brought in and now the lack of thar labor has wiped our many
small operagors who had Linthe gruck Farms and vegerable
screage. Much of thar sereage has moved 1o Mexico,

He recalled that there were some Japanese farmers in the
Valley inm the carly 1920%. ““They were always indusinous amd
I,:JI'I.'I l'llr Eﬂ ITIETS .II'III fi.lhfr lmIH.'I:I Illl.' IIIH! il 1E Wik hflil I II!I.'
et aof eheir childeen whs were ciirens, ™

During the depresion years thes valley escaped serous un-
e |'|||:|g,'|nt'n1 femn 14% thee Loy huicd anly 18 Trom dhe
Valley on reliel), *"We escaped wax delinquenoies which caised
problens chcwhore i the stare and maoon, There were s Lisids
of vonsegquence sobd for iawes, as | eecall,’” he said

Bank Site Reealled

The fira building for ithe Bank of Amenca was bocaied on the
island on Smurr, Miles and Highway 86, It then moved
the Lewis Building (now Abrams) sones ihe street on Miles,
then 1o the corner of Farpo amd Bliss and laver located ar Blas
and Chasis,

”Thr lhank s 1|.‘|'|.'i14:||::|. board & ihe ulﬂr aard | am =ll @
member of, and | wene on when iowas soored ™

He recalled char the firss prapefrun planced in the Valley was
the Marsh Seedless, A Grapefruin Advesory Board  was
ofganieed o stabilize markews and  mamiaen guealing
“Coachella grapelmim onie commanded a premmm amd we
stamped the fruin winh the name, but the growes ler o get
away Irom them and mew ot s 3l the same whether Coachells,
Imperal, Yuma or Aneona. You an't oven buy Coachella
{.pFJFI{'I-I“H heoe. " e observesd

VALLEY ™S FIRST HOSPITAL LOCATED IM INDIO

Dr. Rusgell Gray

rated @ small baspital in building at right on northweist cormer of Miles and Towne in Indio in the 1930 when

thir phote war taken, Dr. Gene Morin later opened the La Cawtar Hospital on Miles Avenue sonth of the Aladalin Theatre, On
Mearrri” deash phe I"'.I.l"f:; Memoral H.gjj‘lﬂ,p" ] urx...mr:uf anid t.r‘!r.:mf:dr rhar _,I".I.l:'.l'ﬁrj. I 19FT war I'.H'J'N,ﬂﬂ.li;ﬂ.l" st fhwe fwaln

Coammunity Hospiral focated on Sauth Morroe foday

— C. ¥. Hisrarcal Socrery Colfeciion
il



Laflin Pioneered Large Medjool Variety

The Coachella Yalley Couney Warer Disoricr was organized
to pet Colorado River warer 1o supplement our underground
water, That was the claim of Ben T. Laflin whe came to Coa-
chella Valley to check into the date indusary. liked what he
saw, came back in 1912, and in the lae summer purchased the
160 acres where he and Mes, Laflin and their gon and grand-
children liwed in 1968 when he relared the following storv:

Laflin said the warer levels wenr down in the valley as more
I.'II'H'] AN L h‘ll’[‘il 1|'|II I'nrm!:\d.

“We knew we had 1o do something. [t became quite ap-
parent thar there was obwviously not cnough well warer 1o
develop the valley. Imperial Valley had been irgating from
the Coblorado Rover with a canal through Mexso, They were
talking abour a new hagh line canal from above Yuma thirough
the sandhills, Folks up here thoughe that we should bong a
canal and deliver warer here by gravity,

"The enly way we could sce 1o get Colorado Biver warer was
o orpanice & water districr and with Tom Yager and Dr. 5. 5
M. Jennings as sparkplugs we got out petitions and vored o
i

Laflin carly became interested in the Medjool variety of
dares, the first eleven affshoos being imponed i 1927 by D
Walier T, Swingle, plant pathologist with the date experiment
sratiodn.

Medjools Here In 1936

These cleven were planted in southern Nevada on an Indian
Reservacion because French Morocco, where they came from,
had been ravaped with a plann disease, The Mosoceans had &
manopoly on Medpools but allowed Swingle wosee if he could
find some discasc-free palms and bring them to the United
Seares. He found eleven in an isolared oasis. OF these, nine sur-
vived and they and their crop of offshoots were moved 1o the
Indio starion in 1936,

There were 72 p.'l:,mingi- in lindio and the stagion progur-
tigied them our to prowers of good record of the walley. Mr.
Latlin abiamed 24.

“I never sold any but | began acquinng them from others. |
now have twenty acres, which according v Dr. ). B, Furr, direc-
tof of the Indio stanon, s more Medjposls o a permancn:
location, than anywhere in the world, We are planning 10
plane the 20 acres nomth (berween the channel apd Highway
111} to Medjools from our crop of offshoots and nursery
stock, ™ Laflin said,

The date palm discase wiped out the French Morooco Med-
jools and the United States has furnished offshoots w ger the
varicty re-coablished chere. liael purchased 200 offshooos
from Laflin the summer of 196% and because of careful hand-
ling and packing every offshoot is reported o have sunvived,

Laflin was a graduate of the University of California ai
Berkeley. He had siamed in mechanical tm%inulin b
changed 10 homiculture, He and his son, Ben T. Jr., farmed
abour 300 acres mostly in dates and grapes including the new
Perlette varctics,

Came As A Teacher

Mrs, Laflin came to che valley as a seacher in 1918, Her fiest
principals st the Thermal School were Mr. Wells and M.,
Walker. She had maught a year near Kingman, A, lef
Thermal to go to Bl Scgundo and on September B, 1920, she
marricd Mr. Laflin. She revred from weaching in the Indio
schasil syscem alier 30 years in ehe classeoom

When Laflin fime came o the wvalley he ok up a
relinquishment on a desert claim of 160 acres nonth of Palm

h

Desert Counmry Club Estates, He soon determined this was not
good farm land and bought the first land of the presend
I'mlding from an elderly I'ﬂ!l'l.,_l:ll'l’!ﬂ L, F. McLain, The ad-
joining land o the noreh was purchased i 1966 from Judge L
1, Margin, Tulsa CHla,

Mr. Laflin served rwo tcims i the Coachella "l":lh:}- Hi!h
School Dhstrice board of crustees from 1920 o 1928 His son
Ben T, Jr. also scrved on the same high school districe boand as
truszee. [t may be the only situation in the valley where the son
h:;:;fﬂ named o scrve on a school board thar the Father also
served,

Thousand Palms
Got First Well
Back In 1812

James A. Welcome came 1o the Valley in 1913, after serving
four years in the Manine Corps. He worked with George Richey
and Mr. Holden developing water in Thousand Palms Canyon
and piping it down for use in developing land in Secoon 22
owned by Mr. Richey, laver known as Genrude Hinson Ranch
and now ovencd by Martin RBuderman, and also the band now
awned by Charles Doyle

He retemed to the area in 1918 after serving in the Army in
W1, clearing land for development, according o Mina
Welcome, in 1968, carly secretary of the Warer Disericy board,

The firs well in the arca was sunk by Layvoe Bowler in 1912
for Home Builders of Southern California in Sexvion 19, This
later became the MeKesmon Hanch, and o now the Harry
Marrell property, The Home Builders set oun some of the carly
plantings of figs.

There was no post office unil one was established ar Edom
August 25, 1913 with Carric B, Geiger as postmisteess, At thar
time Southern Pacific had an agent and two operators. About
1922 a post office was csrablished, usng the McKesson Ranch
haouse fior the office.

The first FIII‘I]I-HE of daves in the area was abowt one mile
south of the ratlrosd and were moved down o whar s now
known a8 the Bovee Ranch, by Auwgust Steclow, Se., in the
summer of 1923,

Firse Grapefrun In 1925

Fred L. Brasnerd developed she fima grapefmn orchard in
1925, now known a5 the Waldron Ranch. His father, De. H. [
Brainerd war a stockholder in the Home Builders and when
the company dissolved Mr. Brainerd acquired the land a5 pan
sertlernent. W, J. Hinson planted grapefruin in the carly "30%s.

"“Rocky Mountain'' Kennedy sank a well and planted dares
on what s known as Desert Moon Ranch, owned and operaed
by Helen Hyde, in the early "30's

The McKeisons came to the Valley abour 1920, raised
alfalfa, sweer potatoes, cotron, Casaba melons, carly figs and
olives, larer planting grapefruit. They opened a service station,
garage and restaurant soon after the highway was opened in
1925, Oldrimers sill remember the sipns along the highway
“Edom where they feed "em, and Richficld gasoline. ™

About 1932 an oil company set up 3 nig two miles sourh of
Edom, but never started to drill for oil.

Frank Willis and wife, Maude, homesteaded whar 15 known



as Willis Palms. He hoped 1o wie the water, {that seeps from
the lunlls where e p:.l.lnn prow v pase carly u,'gl,'ullln, LT
rhe warer was o slkaline. Willis wised go el ibie sty el &
ransient stopped at the house and wanted 1o work Tor 2 meal,
Willis showed lim the woodpile. Lager be went owt 1 check on
was the free meal or the thoughe of work that killed him.

The first subdivision, Shangn La Palms, was stanced absoun
1748, A move was made ar about that vime 1o change the name
[mm F.llum Bk “'lnuhnd l-'.llm'l., I;h-r naEme |;|l:rr| fiom the
canyon northeast of Edom.

James A, Welcome and wife, Mina, came o Edom the fall of
1925 and homesscaded 16 sores,. ly s a e ol the -ulrlj,:inul
homestesd thar the Webiomes have subdivided, Unl ehe
highway was constructed in the spring of 1925, the arca was
reached by a prail over che sand dunes from Highway 11, and
the road to Indio was the il paralleling the power lines

Allowed Army Time

In proving up on his hemesicad, Welcome was allowed time
for his Army sorvice, so it was only necessary o live for soven
months sur of the fist vear. When he was making plans o
vonmee down to homesiead, the Wieliomes had been living in

Lo Anpeles, 1 decided | didan®s wan 1o stay there abone, sl
wnibe Jeteers v the Ssancheoo Pac i, o o luambsers ol Costmarsen & i
FIIIIHI wial [-d"'-lill'l'“I. ginel W L |'.1u1. th'ur:,.' i Illl.'
Coachella Chamber, wioie saymgean anionwey wis loeking fir 3
senographer, (no ﬂ:n.rrra-rh-t i thase days) bl he wanicd 2
. | e the anpamcy & name and made & |:|||| A0Han, it thie
piiby and came down before my hushand dlr.r Mrs. Wekiome
revalled in 1968,

""The amromey was Thomas €, Yager, who was attorney for
Coachella "n"l“l.'\ {_.lrulllr Woater Dhstract and Coachella Siogm.
water Disirier, and through him | became secreary for
Coachells Valley County Woarer Districe and Coschella Storme-
water Dhsarwr. D, 5 5 M _IrI'IIIII1='|. was chaweman of ihe
Board during the time | was secrevary. | had 1o leave my work
when our oldest daugheer was boin, ™

" At thar time the principal interese of the Disiricy was 1o
secure passage of the Swing-Johnson bill, providing building of
Boulder Dam and the All American Canal. Mr, Yager spent
miany moaths in Washingron lobbying for the bill, Conserving
runolf waters from the mountains through the s ading arcas,
and filing on all unclzimed warers, were some of the objectives
of the Dissericy, " shie said.

Fight Over High School Site Recalled By Gridley

Truman . Gridley, who served eighe years on the Coachells
Walley Csianty Water Diseocr Beard oo Diirevenrs from 19952 1o
sy camie to the Yalley o 1004

His father succumbed 1o the wlk of the wonders of this
Valley by Randolph Freeman, publisher of the Coachella
Valley Submarine, Freeman's blandishmens fell on femile cars
becase liis father had H‘]:H:'l'irtlltnd ten years of drought inosuc-
cessson i the Chai area wheee Truman was bam,

“They were pinched for warer in the Opai arca and when
Freeman told about the abundance of warer angd govesnmem
land available, my father came down and huug!'L 40 acres,
Freeman had a paper also a1 Calipatra including the one @
Coachella, Mr. Gridley recalled m 19064,

Afver praduaning from Thacker school, Mr, Gridley worked
for a sugar factory in Oxnard for theee vears. He was 23 when
he came here,

He remembered Die, 5, 5, M. Jennings, st water sty
board president, g3 a “fine person, 3 fine doowor, with 3 man-
ner thar deceived many bocause he had 3 wonderlul seme of
humor, although he was groff, ar remes.

“'He drove an old jalopy, a Model T, most of the rime. He
would often po around comers on owo wheels, and | can
rermember many times when be cur theough thic Sandy Caornaer
ﬁ“i:ll; S A1 ey ]':prrl;'ll'ng aliong, He wos slways inoa ey, bt I
ot things done, " Gridley declared,

He recalbed thas be came down here o Farm his facher®s 40
acres which they larer sold, then worked for other ranchers and
leased other kand .

23 Years with Narbonne

. H. Narbonne, a Los Angeles man, who came west from
Salem, Mass,, once owned about 330 acres on the west and
southwest pan of the Valley. He employed Gridley in 1914 1o
operate his ranch amad plam W60 acees 1o daoes amd grapses, Faor
more than 23 vears Gridley managed the ranch and packing
houwse,

Marbonne had Grdley install one of the Valley™s Birst clay
tennis cours and the ranch and cours provided many Sumday
:Flhr:'-r'tnr.l with enemainment and activiy in dhe carly days,

"People would bring picnic lunches and remain all day,™
Alr. andd Mes. Grdley !:qll:r He recalled one summier when they

heacl 3 watermelon feed early in July but it was so cold ouside
ihai the pary was indoors. [t was while ai the Narbonne Ramch
thar the Gridleys purchased and developed his home propeny
on Avenue 66 west of Valerie Jean's. The Grdleys mawed 1o
e Avene 66 famd han 192, buibdiang theer lomc an 19445,

Marbonne was 3 man interested in big auros and had several
machines Gridicy said, Bill Bendel worked for Marbsonne in Los
Anpeles as bis chauffeur and mechanic, Bill kept them all
poing. the big ones and small ones. He Bner saalled Bl on
the ranch as mcohane and his brogher Earl siaried a ATARE 40
thie cormer where Valerie Jean is locaved. In the early days i was
kriorwm a% ' Bendel s Cormer, "'

Conidley said thar in the carly days there was no road from
Bendel's Corner to Avenue 62, The two miles were not open
anicl cars a5 well as horse drawn vehicles had 0 go sround east,
pasi the Indian Reservation. Narbonne direcied his ranch men
LT AT |||p:;'|hrr 3 vrew and bosshs off and level e owo male
stpaps e order poopei o din prack.

It wain'y a road, In was a orack,™
highway came through,

In the bare 1950" he left Narbonne Ranch and managed
Sunmipalins, just west of Indio on Miles Avenue, which was
then the cvd of the road agamst the Whitcwater River, He was
st Sunnipalms (Crane Ranch) for abour four yean where he
gl buile @ gennes court and n.'lr'mﬂmp; |'|lu-|.||

The four grandsoms of Charles Crane lived with the Gridleys
berween high schiood and college during ohis gime and omne day
he came wpon one of them digging in the ground.

He asked him what he was doing and rthe lad replicd he was
“digring a samrmng pool.”" Grdley binished the propece and
the bovs had a sesmming pool.

The bovs lived with the Gridleys “one @t 4 vime,”” One in
I8 was teaching mt the Univernity of Colorade and in
Muamich, Germany.

Grridley aleo served on the Coachella Valley Comerery Board
from September 15, 19% to August 8, 193, when he
resigneed

he said, wnnl the sae

Fight Over Schoal Site
He recalled hat ai the time MNarbonne gave 10 scres for the
hisgh schasol sive, Thermal and Coachiella were fighiing over the

L



Bocaninin. The schamsl was ghen located in what is naw the Ther.
wral s

I seemed ke 3 long way out in the country then, bu the
way it purned o i was the best ching thatr happened for the
bigh shiaol, " Gridley declined

As o dape grower, Gridley said he always remaimed indepen-
dent of dare asocmrions, When William W, Cook's father
dlicd the dage :dam‘ii:lmn Jll:pd ﬂri.dl:':.' {1} tn.h;' rl'lll'r.t anl:l he
did so for x year. Leonhardy Swingle was che packing house
manager  and Donald Michell the sales manager. The
associanion had just buili dhe ice plant and siorage room,

“*Mr. Cook was a fine man.” Godley recalled.

He also remembered the firss phone service, Dale Kiler was
in charge of Holtby Myer's company out of Mecea.

“The lme was single wircs on poles. Storms would come
along and blow a pole down and we'd have no service, or poor
scrvice at bost, We would call Kiler's attenpon 1o the fallen
pole problem and he'd reply, "Well, wait until a few more fall

down and then we'll put them all up.’ and thar somerimes
poak several weeks, ™
Early Weckend Viesions

Who were some of the people who came down on weekends
and Sundays besides the Narbonnes? Gridley said that the
mast frequent visitors were the Hugh Prociors, Dr. Jennings,
Chester Spareys, Logan Wilshire and Harry Marshalls, Ben
Teagles, 5id Ickes, G. W, Warerbury, Clifford L. Lintles, Vic
Mcerriers, Leonard Haywards and many maoic

Mrs. Gridley was a native of Wiscomin, She graduated from
Riverside High School and Swanford Universiny. In 1910 she
Mz Beatrice Maine) ught Gt throogh founh prades o
Cooa hella when she mer Truman Gridley. They were married
in 1907 (July 17). She had also spent a vear in Genmany, and
taught five years in the Hemer High School before her
marmiage and comimg 1 Ine on the Avenue 66 Narbomise Ranch
with her hushand

Art Wood Boosted Early Highways

BUILT FIRST EVAPORATIVE COOLER, MEMBER OF FIRST INDIO COUNCIL

One of the men who helped cimulaie pecitions o establish
the Coachella Valley County Warer Distrsce in Movemnber and
December of 1917 was Arthur L. Wood, Indio resident and
valley booster afver coming here in 1914 ) )

He is one of those people, along wih his wife Lais, whao
helped establish this valley as one of good neighbotliness and
I:'mmsi;u.m ancl what follows i their story told in 1EGE:

They came west from Hlinods to Pomona in 1913 to cxape
the bitter wineers only (o witness their grange-growing veniure
frecze out. They were ready 1o move again when Ber and
Kathryn Woodhouse, who had taken up a homestead inothe
valley, urped them to join in pioncer homeseeading,

Boughe Land in 1914

They went o visi the Woodhowse family and caughn the
fever, In August 1914 they bought 40 aores from Jimmy Mos-
thrup near whar s known as Shield Dare Gardens. The land
was already planted o figs, apricors, grapes, dawes and some
alfalfa. MNearby lived other seinlers, their homes hidden by
huirnmocks and dunis, but one of the Borors stimulanng the
purchase was the windmill, 3 waier tank und — indoor
plimbving

Oine ol the (st tnvitanoms Mes, Wood received was to join
the new Almenan Coungry Club which Fager became  the
Woman's Club of Indio, M. Wood joincd and served as
president from 1916-1917 and larer for a two year term 1923-
1927,

Had 300 Souls

“Indio had 2 population of abour 300 amd a0 didn’t look
very promising for very many more to come here,”” A sand.
“But a chamber of commerce was srpanized and we started io
work, Becawse Indio was a railroad town we had loas of en-
thustastic raileoad men oo help us.

"The summicrs were hot and dusty bug the winters were
warm and wonderful, Mot of ws suck icowe bur a few quie i
go back 1o "God™s Country’ and 've often wondered where
tha ws

YA Fdc prnlp-h: U rl|-|_' Gl BT |:u::|1|;||. (1] tlunik absoun in-
corporanon of lndie, The voae for incorporanion armcd and
the city was established in 1930, Some folks wanged (o disine
corporate but they losi thar ssue, LeRoy Pawley was the first
mayar and he laid 3 dollar bill on the table with the remark!

et

“now the city has money'". (The bill s framed and hangs in
the city council chambers poday, ) Chher memben of the l-lil"'ill
coundil were |, E, Semple, Bud Mamin, C. M. Sinclsir and A,
L. Wosd. Mrs. lone MacKenzie was ihe G cny clerk and
Frances Kochler, chicl of police, Johnny Boarright was ohe
justice of the peace

“Clubs were organizing in the meaniume o work for the
valley ard civic affairs, The Indio Exchange Chab was arganized
JIIII-I:' 11, 1925 an chie lunch roam below wheie ihe Poirer Hoacl
15 novw locaved. Ir was called ohe "Dugoae.” W 5. Myers was fir-
st presideny of the club of which | was a charer member and
secretary.”

The first imporant project was 1o establish 2 cemetery
districe sinee there were only a few defined comerenies and
poetly mangained,

" Another project which all the 'ﬂllrr subscribed (o was the
Boaulder Canyon Project Aot and the All Amenican Canal, wirk
a branch 1o serve Coachella Valley, Ewhangite Tom Yager,
water district counsel, was the pnme booster of thar, Wells
were poing down every year, We had 1o have mione water of the
valley would dey up,™

When the firss ciy cosunal mer, after incorporaton May 16,
1950, A recalled “*we gatherod around & mble in the wown
shack and tncd 1o devide whar we had w0 do. Beng plain
business people, running a city counci] was all "Greek” o us
Bast we locared a ‘Municipal Handbook™ with all the infor-
mation we peeded and went on from vhere, and with some
dignity, | might add. "

Wood gave ], Win Wilson, founder of The Daie Palm a
woekly newspaper in Indio, credit for boosting for roads, the
ey aned the valley, "'We needed a berrer highway across the
cauntry 35 well as through the valley. We used Box Canyon
toute to Blythe for many years but floods would wash it our
almose every year,

“We boomed the present Interstaie 10 over the hills 1o
Blythe and Phocnix which fimally ended up as Highway 60 and
our motto became VStick-to-Sixry, " Wood was 3 member of
the Highway 60 comminee for several decades, suending
naniodmal and regronal gatherings.

Peaple in Palm Springs had unsucccssfully long soughe a
highway up Palm Canyon ro Thomas Mounwan, Several of the

feomirmued on page 66)



VALLEY 'S IRRIGATION WATER TRAVELS DRAMATIC COLORADO RIVER COURSE
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F i L f Colorads, IFy i anid Utal rat W  Coachells Valley traveli a tola
1,300 merles thronph the most spectacular river conrie tn the world. Primespal inssalfations along that rowte controfling the water flou

are fucturea berer [, Giew Canyon Damr, nortfweit Arzons, i widrep Lake Powell: 2, Hoorer Dk, wirh Lake Mead: 3, Parker
Daws, fast storape focaron for C. V. water and diverston pormt for MWD tp Sowtbern Califormea; 4, Tmperial Dasy, wear Yuooa,
where Codehells water is diverted from stream, 1t removal baiiei i rpht center; 3, twrmowt of Coachells Canal from Al American
Camal, acrors bottom fie'n 123 % miles to end of Coschells Cawad from this poing) plani are ymderway fo line the firit 49 mles with
coRCrefe; and 0, v Precions water redcher rhe raliey,
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citizens of Indio including Wood and Wikon and Wilson
Howell moved o pet “Pincs-o-Palma’" highway up what i
niow known as Seven Level Hill and they succeeded :
Charley King, who found the desert climare beneficial, was
an catly aggressive feal estare man. He and Gilletie teamed up
1o subdivide a secoion in the southwest pan of wwn, J. Win
Wilion did the same. King donated a lor to the Indio
Woman's Club, The women purchased an adjotning bot, and
buile the Waman's Clubhouse where w now stands, Gillette
abo developed land west of Indio and in the Palm Desert area.

When the power line came in 1914 it was welcome because i
marked the end of the cra of kerosenc lamps and soves.

Somctime afver Highway 99 was paved through the valley
abowt 1920, D, June MeCareall, the fiest SP nurse and laier
villey doctor, painted 3 white line down the center of the
hiphway past their place ar the norch west edge of Couchella
She ook the marter up with the Women's Club secking 1o gec
STARE SMNHROTT, Ohiher women's clubs joined in promonng the
wdea which was evenoually adoped for universal use

An Wood rermembered leasing pround for %0 vears from
Esten Campbell, and building Wooed's Service Stanon on the
noftheast comer of Miles Avenue Facing Smiurr and Highway
4

“"Oiny this lot many things were starved. The lease began in
1927. The firkt imication of a community Libary ssaned there
unniiu;lnj: ol a baokcase filled with |:||-|.'|. it ERlCICSiIng . Frisecubes
collocted by M. West, firse ibrarian, The firss desery cooler
was made there, consisting of a4 = 4 = 8 fr. frame covered wath
burlap, with a howse fan ar the bottom and the burlap watered
with a hase. The first valley auto camp started there. Bulletins
were mimeographed and sent coast-io<coast promoung High-
way &0, the cassern |m|:|::i|.1|| af which was rl:[!H.'lrIt'd ta have been
surveyed by George Washingion

“P, L. Everett had the first filling stacion i Indio on Fargo
near the junoten of Tingman Stecet,

“"Mr, &, G, Tingman started the orginal Indie Townsie
before the wrn of the century, Mr, John Marshall started the
first water works system in Indio, with William Decker in

charge. Decker wis abio 3 member of the first volunieer fire
depariment, The fire commissioners of the districr organized in
1926 included 1. Win Wilwen, Decker and Wood, Charles
Gireen later replaced Decker.

“We bought an old second hand Ford fire engine which may
have bBeen second hand but it saved the town of Indio many
rimes, 'We found our it ook young men 1o go wp apainst those
bt fires. | rermemiber Muochell Trnsolo ﬁ,;l-..ing the _II'm: Cash
grovery fire, a boilding with burlap ceiling and palm leaves
ovethead. Mich and the boys saved Indio that nighe, Hamy
MacCausland held the tdle of chicf the longest

“Whinewarer's coming!™" That was a flood warning Ant and
Loas Wood heard and feared i the carly days along with other
PIRnCers.

"Th:lt :a|u.r|.'|‘| :u:lrl:\d ﬂu' liFr CHAL |1f||.:|_ We had [ {i] liirch upa
ream andd plow a ridpe around in frone of our places. We'd sir
down 1o rest and then a call would come fram the howse: "Hey!
The water's coming in ac the rear! Then the warer got 1o the
well pir. Then it found a rt hole and began o pour down, and
the only way to stop v was o build a ridge arownd in. One far-
mer failed 1o stop the water from getting into his well picand
i brfeeen minuies it had washed a hoke big enough to bury a
horse and filled his pic with sand,”*

“That's why the Coachella Valley Stormwarer Discnicr was
organized to per some order out of all the indivedual levees the
land owners were throwing up and thus diveriing warer every
which way.”"

In 1924 the Woods built the home they occupied on the nor-
thwest comer of King and Miles, It was a long way out in the
country in those days,™ Lots said, soon the Dir. Smileys, Mar-
shall Peters, Ted Johnstons, Chet Spareys. Harry Moorcs, M,
Abrams, Ted Gentrys, Harry Whintelseys, Ernee Perzolds and
others buil.

Mre. Wood was a member of the first Indio Library Board
which membership she held wnnl the 1950's. Other board
members were Mrs, Fred Becker, Elizabeth Fry, M. Janc
Walker and Rev. Imel. She alio served on the (st India Plan.
ring Commission and Beauofication Committee

DASIS STATION ON HIGHWAY TO IMPERIAL VALLEY

THE BISBEES OPERATED an “oaus”' for travelleri on the Imao io Brawley biphway for smany years, Knowe as the ""Oasis Station
and Cafe’’ the area surrounding 1t soon asumed the mame. Located worth of the county line, south of what is wow Valerre Jean’s, (24
myiles rowuth of Inaia), it war @ popalar rest seop. Photo taken abous 1926, road was fSrir knows ar Highway 99 fwow 86),

Gl
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Cahuilla, Coanuilla, Conchilla, Goachella?

iy Ole ). Moedlandl

How didd Coachella Valley gt s name?

The scarch for the origing of the name “"Coachella’™ is
gllusive, There are many hinis, there are few rooords. and there
ATE IMany Stofcs,

The most popular myth thar makes inveresting elling,
commeanly corculated, bar of uncemam veraciy, B one that
referred o by both Erwan G, Gudde, 19609, Califpema Place
Mames and W. C. Mendenhall, U, 5. Geological Service
goologisi, noa December 17, 1908 letier to the L. 5, Board on
geographic Mames. The story is in the following form

The ward *"Coachella™ came 1:lr|'g;|l'|‘.'|||§' fram the $FIALI.I'II'J!
““ronchilla™ MEsning lithe shells, The Nosr of the desen
covered by the ancient Lake Cahuilla & carpered warh ooy
shells, which may still be found in unculeivated arcas or along
the old sea’s shores. About 1900 maps of the arca were
preparcd and the cartographer made an eror amnd changed
“"Conchilla'® o ""Coachella™ Cor o e s ohar o was @
pringer who made the mistake in printing maps of the area
Or that i was the post office spelling error when it established
the office an Woodspair and renamed i "Coachella™

So whar do you do to trace the name?

You look for old maps, and the oldess are those provided by
the Board of Goographic Names and the wopographic muaps of
the U, § Ceisvdogeeal Service, The scarch ani ludes carly San
]:Iil;l;u [_Zn:lll.nr!.' map as woll as ":l'.":ll.lurlgqun, B.C.. .Ih,.”l.'l,;".

It is peetey well established thae the valley was named carly
far the Cahinlla Indians who were here when the Spanmsh fira
contacted them in the 18205, Gudde says the Spanish missions
teferred o a heathen Cuchunl®' Indian as early as July 5,
1783, He also found referenes i "Cagnlla®™ in 18307 anad in
184S he fownd & in English as " Cahuilla"’

The carlicss map s probably one by Li, G, K. Warren in
1857 im ihe Pacelac KHailroad Hr[mrli it whech the Armv
Topographical Engineens” soudy of potential rail routes wse the
name “Coahuilla’, The U, 5. Land Office, according 1o Tom
Patierson, Hoversicde hoconan, vsed the spelling "o la ™
and in 1873 the Widney (Suare Geologseal) Survey mapped 1he

EARLY WELL DRILLING

I the earfy 19005 thir war ome of die methods ased by well drlien to meet the demands of ser-
dlerr, Thev borse-draun stear well ol owtftt belonged 1o €. B, Fifel and i sbown on Coachells's

Fronr Street wirh the 5. P. Depor in the backgrowd

. V. Hirtorcal Society Pl

valley as “Coahuilla™, An illustrated map compiled for an
1883 history of San Bernardine County shows "Cuahuila
Valley™

The U. 5 Geological Survey repons thar “the carlics
topographic map in the arca was the San Jacineo 1:12%,000-
wale map survey in 189708 and published in 1901, That map
shows the name “Conchilla Descrt” for the nosthwestern pare of
the basin. The name form "Conchilla® was used by sciensises a1
that time. The map was reprined i 1905 and the same
spelling appeared

“The acjomng Indes 1:125.000-wale wpographs map,
:u.un';"!.'l,'ul m 10l and |:-1|h||1'||r:i P, shows oo lalla
Desert’ for the northwestern pontion of the basin and "Con-
chilla Valley' for the nomh contral porteen. However, the stop
on the Southern Pacific was labeled "Coachella.” . . .7

Anogher 1;'::r|_!.' map of the USGS shows the |.lrg~r.' wisreds (Beer-
ween Bradley Canvon and Dry Camp) “Conchilla Diesers™ and
in smaller wype (berween Indian Well and Indio) *“Conchilla
Valley™'. This 1903 map shows the ralroad stavions with
“Coachella™ located between Indio and Thermal. All sirmilar
o e 1900 magss

The milwad has no reconds char el why the station was
named *‘Coachella’. We know that the siding ar that location
oy thie ratlroad was DEIHII:III |:|.'1. alled "‘ﬂ?mhpur".

Walter C. Mendenhall in his 1908 levier 1o the U. S, Board
an Crenrraphse Mames o referende 1o the V'Coachella’” siation
wioee: | do nod knsoow the mi;qin ol ths g, bidid o = ||-muh|r
that it s a corruption of Conchilla. Whether or not thar be
prue, the wim Coachella, .'lp|1|i1.'|.| farst oo the station, and af-
serwand g the entire valley abour i, has become fioed in bocal
R, and canned now be dnl:-lnt'l.l. It APEeCans uni\'-rl"-ﬂh.' 1]
current fews lieermure and  showld b reoopnized on our
maps, "

And 1w INICTEMENE 1o Noie thay Mendenhall's Water ."iup
ply Paper Mo 225 in 1909 conforms o the use of the word
Coachella®’,

Henry Gannert, in 2 lereer daged December 19, 1908,
r||ugm|l '-I-'il|'l quirn!‘u[l :|.r|:| p-cnr'rin:nn mapy m:al:l_'r:l. il I:||r|;

GEORGE WHITE

Attended a wwwrmer meefiny
i 10l ek A et whiear
e pard seiilery an the develaf
wrewi compary mamed " Coa-
chells™ leanlimp to Novesber 30
extallivhment of & post office Iy
LN AR,
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LESCis, Adver Binsding on iveape the name of “Conchilla"™ valley
aned oy 1w serongly of tee opinson thar “Conglulla”
whiglh he [Mrl'ﬂ.h‘lll'ﬁllli siys means small shclls’, 5 proper
wanee, wined chiat thie name as he Tils i ,||1|||ir;t tov 8 raslroad
wh sl l|'|rlj.:IIlJ|L1| LI I:].'[H.l-l::l..lirhual eitad . 7" S0 Ganneed.
wime Ciengraphor i charge of opographic sumveys, shows his
Fak o apreemaent b adds to the myth and conproversy,

[T any vase thie LSS frjporis it “"the "-[H.'Eliﬂﬂ "Coachellx’
wars aprpioved By il Basard on Geographs Mames on January
i, 1909 after the same form was found 0 be in che current
Ramed and McMNally Adlas and U, 5. Posgal Guide. The Board’s
-dl.'l IRinkEll Wiis n.'”n ||:1I LK Iht' NCKE II.'FI-I'II!I!IIH II-I-II'II" :'Iﬂ.l] JJ. ill[l.l
{100y anad Indue (15990} ropographic magps " (To confuse
mwieg, the writer has seen an Indio gquadrangle map by he
USGE, prinwed an 1904, vsing the spelling *““Coachella
Vallev'".)

Ingquiry into the local hisory reveals severdl other facs that
led 1o the name ""Coachella™. An Apal, 1902 map by
Engineer George Pearson reveals the name of a developmemn
vomnpany by the name of " Coachells Valley Land and Woaer
Company'”. This is the group thar began subdivision of
Covaghiell, i has been repomed. The company Tad  Fand
lircsang bmar whie valley and o Coachella and Inadss ameas aod
thies avaumie crops up on title reporis cven ioday

Thar 1902 map sappons the following sios

George White, a pioncer of the valley, pave a (e handd
suthemic story both logwal and believable, He wld Paul
Wilkielm, valley historian and Ole Nordland, then editor of
The Dare Palm, 3 semisweekly nowspaper in Indio, an idengical
Loy Uu'lin R E{U‘Irﬂj'-l.". rJ.fl!- well drilles, h.'lmrlrd the same
stary, abso.} The land and development company backed by
the Southern Pacific Radlroad was sclling valley lods and Farrm
land. The Coahwilla and Coachills aames L I:rn'ﬂrnl:
A G Tamgmean., Indws poosscer and rasleossd man and merchan .
Favesred ihe naeng Cownhalla aid Biael prosvesicd o0 for several
veurs, Bun pon overyone lked the pame so che land company
called a Mg i W1'Illl1l-|ll.|| '|'|'||.'g.' W |'.|1.'|I1|.: ouii the new
twnsite. They wamed opinions on 2 name for the plar sheers
andd, because ghey were going o peoiion for a post office, they
wanted o recommend o name. No one like the name **Wood -
s paer

White was a bov when he arended 3 1901 mecting with s
parcms. He said one group wanted (o call the own
"Coahuilla®™ the name the bnd company was then oon-
sidening, another group supponed ihe name " Concila®, and
“the dispure was spinieed ™, The carly summer Sunday after-
noit mecting at the land company’s office was well agrended

The senilers argucd thar wharever the name i oughe o §
casier to pronotinee than " Coabilla™ and the final agreomon
was a compromise — thus COA(huilla) plus (Con)CHILLA
became ""Coachella™, {which mcait nu:}ll:hg.:l So the namr
was submined 0 the post office depanment. Woodspar
duappeared and “'Coachella™ was born by being given a new
LI, 5. post office of thar name on November 30, 1901, Elmo
Procvor, a clerk in Tingman's swore, repomed Tingman s
exlaiming: ““They have given our beauriful valley a basiard
namie without meaning inany language!*’

Thie it edipon of *"The Submarme”™, a 'llrl:l:h:t!.' nEwspapct.
publishicd in Indie on November 27, 1000, refers o "the
people of the whole Coachella Valley™

Maps now carnied the name for the railroad statien, the L, 5.
post office, a newspaper reference, and the land company
Isied s pame a5 “Coachella Valley Land and Water Col'’

Bast i1 ek vl Janaary, 1909 o ger " 'Coachiclla Valley'" on
all odFaceal povermment maps

8

How did “Coaclella'” and "Coschella "r'.;l”l,'!," gei thedr
niames? At a meenng of sewles aod ihe deveboper, of by a
mistake of 3 cartographcr, prnier of peocie alface? The firse ap-
pears mosy plausible

Lahoratory Makes
Daily Water Check

Since the districr s warer gquality laboratory opencd in 1973 &
has become respecied by the UL 5. Geologeeal Survey, Califior.
nia Warer Quality Conirol Board and county and state health
deparyments under the guidance of chemiss Georpe Miller,

The laborarory refleos the modem soentific rechnology
nevessary o opcrate a sicable waner disarecr eoday

CVOWD warer resources engincer Bob Spencer, now retired,
first requested ihe lab in 1962,

The minal lab, opened 3 a cost of $36,000, was paid for
with B0 peecent stare and federal *clean warer™ grane funds
lis primary funciions are the consgane monitering of reclaimed
wasie water amd domosiic water for bactenal conmamination
and meeting mincral requirements for public health.

Druta whs aid sremvment plam operagors v moee clficiens use
af thewr faclings, The lab akba 1s wsed o make many wess on
agticnliural, domessic and wasie warer, Tesis inchude analkvaes
tor moee than 60 clemenes and compounds,

The 18 by 50-fooe lab was designed by Spencer who had
laboratory expericnce before coming 1o CVCWD as dminage
engincer i 1951, It was necessitaved by the disirsct’s expan-
sion, especially after it moved into the wastewater reclamation
fichd,

Soave health deparnment requirements make it necessary 1o
chieck reclaimicd waste warer daily for coliferm bacienia and 1o
make other water quality checks periodically

T federal Safe Drinking Water Act. which ook effect in
Junw 1977, ser monitoring requirements which added a heavy
demand go the lab's cime and resources,

WIDE VARIETY OF TESTS

The Duardcs's loboratory mabes many testi on agriculinral
doemenire awd weasienstier dely, Mowstoring requiremenic have
aulifed demanids o the rechmology mecersary. Robert Spencer,
Warer Resowrcer Engineer stnce 19351 umit be resired in March
1978, awd Greorge Miller, laboratory cheaniss, are shown check-
Inp & water sanple.
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OLD BEACH LINE NEAR CORAL REEF

(South of present Lake Cahuilla)

Coral Reef Marks High Water
Beach Line of Lake Cahuilla

Ancient Lake Cahuilla’s shore line was firit reported by
Blake, 3 member of the Army Engincens” expedition surveying
for a railroad roune in 1833, The line, approximarcly 40 foet
above sea level, southwese of Thermal, marks che high tde line
of the fresh water lake which lase exisved absour 500 o 14
VEAIE A0,

The shore line s not at sca level as some people would
believe. The line marks the height of the delta built up by the
Coloracds River which for eons had carved our the canyons of
the main river and tributaries and deposited the sl 1o form a
riclpe separating the areas in the United Swates and Mexico,

The deha ridge is abour 8 1o 10 miles wide on top of the
delra with 3 thickness of abouwr 60 miles at the sea bevel mark.
The delea restrined the Gull of California and the sile deposis
extend west from Yuma o the Cerro Pricto Mouniaing on the
wiest where the warer of Lake Cahuilla spilled over and Mowed
into the gulf, The sl defra also exvends south roward the gulf
and north well into the present Salon Sea,

At Traverine Point in Imperial County is found thick
depotis of travertine, most accessible wo the public.

(See Salvon Sca Swory Page 40).

gea Rise Fringe Benefit was 1487 Salvaged
Telegraph Poles for GV Telephone Company

"There 8 no doubrt thar the carly development of the
Coachella Valley Home Telephone and Telegraph Company
was given great impetus by the formation of the Salwon Sca ™

S0 declared J. Curis Newman, who became president of the
company in 1930, now revired oned o resident of Newpor
Beach, He has written a brief hiswory of the carly days of the
phone sysiem.

The begimnings of telephone service in the valley can be
credited o K. Holthy Myers, an attorney whao helped Eund ihe
Redlands Home Telephone Company in 1905,

A developer of a dare garden in the Mecca arca and the
community of Mecca, Myers named Mecon, The community
wits known as Waliers, from 1877 when the railrosdd builr a
siding and depot there, until Scptember 26, 1903 when Myers,
founder of the Mecca Land Company, was successful in his ef-
forts to change the name,

A early pimative line conneored Tingman's Store in Indio,
Humneingion's m Coachella, Keith's in Thermal and Hill's
Caravansary in Mecea. It was used mainly for local messages
Charlie King, later a real estare man in Indio, contrived the
ling in 1903 by wsing the top wire of the fence along the
i |l'||u||:E as the mnr!llh.

According 10 Newman, through Myers' effons and with
same capital from sharcholders in the Kedlands company, the
ickephone company was organized in cady 1906, lis s office
and switchboard was located in Thermal bocause of i ceniral
bocation beoween Indio and Mecca, Incorporation was gramed
March 6. On May 10, ]. Turmbull was cleced finn president
with Myers as secrecary and oreasurer,

At the ounser of the company, t':'liﬂ al was raned by sale of
stock, Subscnbers wanting telephone service had to buy one
£ 100 shaie af stock. A poral of 111 and 1/ 10eh shares were sub.
scribed at the organizational meeting with Myers the principal
stockholder,” " Mewman said,

“At that meeting, Myers was authorized o buy 1,487
telephone poles a1 a cost of $1.%0 cach delivered, They were
salvaged from the milroad righr-of-way thar was being aban-
doned because of the formarion of Salion Sea . . . The original
system linked the communities of Thermal, Coachella, Indio,
Mecca, Flora del Valle and the Martinez Indian Reservation.

1. W MNewman Buys Oane-Hulf Share

“In 1908, J. W, Mewman, who laer was vo beecome the chief
foree behind the company's expansion, became a sharcholder
by purchasing one-half a share, then the cost of installation of o
w:rnn:. As money became harder to taise and the company’s
debu higher. thhe installation charge was onc-quartier of a
share, " Newman came to the Thermal arca o farm m 1905,

In 1912 the company boasted 118 miles of bracker pole
lines, 120 Kellogg instruments, and the Kellogg magneoo swir-
chboard, and local connestions as well as toll connectsons with
the Pacific Telephone C v, California Sunsee Telephone
Company and the Arizona Telephone and Telegraph Co.
Operating revenues were $3,051. 84, Myers was presaden, LD,
Mallory was vice-pressdent, and Diale Kiler was secrerary.

Truman Gridley omce recalled ohan Kaber also acted as
manager and line crew foreman. Spring and Fall rains would
regularly cause floods in the Narbonne Ranch and Oasis area
washing out pole lines. Subscribers would tie the lines to fence
posts until new phone pales could be installed

*And they would only come when there was enough work to
make it worthwhile,” Gridley declared. (In 1917 an Indio
Mutual Telephone Company was reported building lines
toward Palm Springs under the direcvon of Will Hayhurs,
Dare Palm June 29)

“Company teports note thar the number of phones in ser.
vice berween 1906 and 1919 varied between 100 and 120."
Mewman sid.

feontimyed on page 70
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W. I3, Gibbs President in 1919

Deterioration of service, cxpanded population and
development of agriculiure duning and following World War |
brought many changes to the company. W0, Grbbs, an Oasrs
rancher and asociate of )W, Newman m a Thermal bank,
became president in 1919, The new manager was M. B, Stradle
succeeding H.G. Woods, who dicd in Banning in Ocrober.
Myers and Charles MeDonald of Coachellsa were princigal
stockholders. The valley's agricultural growth caused Newman
and Gibl wo seck improved service,

In February 1921 Mewman was elecied Presidens, a position
Ive held wanil 1959 when he beeame chaimman of the board

By 1928 the number of customers had grown o 373, In 1936
lines were exicnded (o the Palm Deserr arca and the number of
subscribers was 677, Thousand Palms was added o the service
arca in 1040,

World War I and the approximacly 500000 mikiary per-
sonnel crowding into the Iﬁtrl arca increased demands, new
plant and equipment mcluding a replacement for the Thermal
switching offsce.residence which had served simee 1906, In
1943 |. Cureis Newman was clected vicee president.

By 1944 all bastery telephones had been converted o dial, In
1956 the words *"Home and Telegraph™ were dropped from
the company’'s name, the welegraph service having been drop-
ped in the 1930°s. The MNewman family owned 80 poroene of
the sk

Mepotmions o merge with the California Water and
Telephone Company were complered December 31, 1960, |.C
Mowman rermoncd o 'HI:I.' presichent with Chester Lovelana as
presideny, and the name "Coachella Valley Telephone Com-
pany’" went ot of cxsrence,

Amang early elelphone serace poople wene Wil Hayhurs
and H.G., Woods, Gilberta Alderman Harmon was an early
chicf operaor,

Trained Many Early Operitors

She trined new operatons on the tny switchboard and saw
many improvements made o the system over the years, One of
her recruies was Mary Ann Bundschuh Trager, Mary Ann was a
Thermal headquaricrs operator from 1914 1o 1918 when she
wa 3 freshman i high school, 14 years old, and the pay was 25
cenes an hour, She admits she f’“p:td on my age o get the
ob. "

M. Harmon was operator during the pime the Fleerwood
Hosel, the Town Hall, and several oqher siroctiures wene
destroyed by Mames in Thermal, She recalls calling and alening
all available people and “even pleaded with the railroad st In-
dio 1o send 3 sweam engine, warer tank and hose 1w Thermal

“Bat Thermal cachy ume rose from cthe ashes. n was always a
leading veperable producing arca,”' she sagd

She :Il"lj‘ Mrs. Trager remunisced abour the carly swoch-
board days, and the multi-pany lines. Although the company
had scimie lines listed as 10-parny lines, in realicy the nomber of
parties depended only on the ingenuny of the operaors
determining new code nings 1o idenufy customers. Sometimes
us many as 16 or 18 were connected to one line,

“Boy, thar was a job remombering cach subscniber’s oode
rings.'” Mrs. Trager sdmited. (see pdote page 90)

Tom Yager, Go-getter

Leland Yost, Oasis rancher, whose family came o the
present place in 1902, recalled Thomas C. Yager, waner
districe™s firsy counsel, a8 3 “posgener with lows of visson, |
wiolild consider him a3 a man in & place ahead of his tume,""
Your lived ar Avenue 79 and Picroe just east of the onginal
haome.

Fii}

MO SWITMMING N THE CANAL
Karkryn Gareea, fosrnh graofer ar Exrenbomwer 'i:j'nu’.mﬁaﬁfqrém

of Coachella Valley Cowmty Water Dittrict irmipazion divriion
imperintendent Ray Careia, avky that peaple itay away from the
canal for safery’s sake, Because of the disiret 't intemirve camal
safiesy program m the choods, children rarely diirespect the signs,
Bt ax can Be seen by the alict bole in the imtermational rymbol,
bt i3 mos afuwarys the csve with aofults.

District Information
atresses Safety and
Educational Services

Warer s something most people tend o ke for granted un.
til there 5 a shorage. The delvery of warer from where it is
abundant o where = needed i, however, 3 tremendous
pojecE,

I an effors wo educare the community in the importance of
quality water and the problems of s delivery, CVOWD works
closely wrh veachers and service u!!ani:a:ium

Coachells Valley Counny Waver Districe's srmgation division
has avpracied warer leaders from throughour the world, with
dozens of engineers, political leaders and agriculiuraliss from
miany codnines tounng distnict fcilities cach vear vo gather ine
formation to improve their syseems 21 home.

To consolidate public information acvivines and help relieve
i bini '.r:l"l- !.ru;\uﬁu: ol nulrning ||-u|'||l-| 1ol awrn i drn'l:ll:ldh.
the CVOWD Board of Dircowses estabilished ohe posiion of
dussring pesorees dioevior e 1975 and hied  exsicwspaget
reporter Denmis Mahr po G e b

w:ll:rr \.:l[rlg.. .ul'inp il'llll-urlu.l'll 1] I:'.'H'f'.'li.'l'u"l'h i aisonal
presengapions g siudens and sduls, was pramed an even more
cetensive mobe m 1976 woen the CVEND) Board of Derectors
created the position of educational msowrces specialin and
laeredd Manlimn Maion, a certilicated schiool reacher with 20 yrars
clasaroom  expeniemee, o develop a full-sale  classtsom
edwiation program cmphasiging canal safeiy and the smpsar-
tance and value of warer,

In the fise year of operation of the sccelerated classroom
progiam, mone than 8,000 studenis were visied i kindergar-
ten through cighth grade classes throughour the warer disuricr.

For service clubs and other organizations, the dseiicy main.
tains & speakers” bureay and has an exsensive film library on
watct-related subpeces.



Many Have Played Part In Drama Of District

The Coachella Valley Cownty Water Disiricr has had o num.
Beer o wlficers and admurmisr ive exoougives serving i sece s
g in 19EE

I b early abuvs, an bse won] vhe 9990 he Tward geneeally
l.l|'H.'l'..||:r|.| with @ sovnciary whis sorvesd a8 alfe minaper. 14 il
crpilivvesd consulping cogimneers

Antomncyvs who have seoved inalisle Thomas € Yager whs
sepved Trom May 6, 18, unial bis death Decomber 5, 1951,
H. L. Carnahan, a1 one vime Licusenan Governor of Califor-
mig, served dunng ihe laie 1920 and 1930% a5 & |.11||.~.u]||||g
vominsel, Woallase P Boose seeoed Troem Marels 19, 1042 gos (-
toshor %1, 1932, Aran B, Shaw Jr.. servesd Prowan Clopedsecr 410,
1932, uwnnl 19046, Earl Redwine, of Redwine & Shemill, sepved
Fraen 1006 wneil Bis death Oorober 24, 1067 Maurke Shernll &
manw & lcd oo,

Berveeom Wiis Forsa

Many individuals sepved a5 genemal managers o engineers
bui the Fira Gevweral Manaper was W PP Baivnon whio albas served
& spevretary from May 09040 s Choooddwer 40, 19047, Alwer o
bape of several vears Peroy L, Day bovame manager as well as
servind ot secietary, asesor s collevisr from May 16, 1936 1o
ahay B0, 1959, remaining afice bong ooplaved as manager in
the later pwo paosivions wonil Scprember 15, 19539

E. M. Bomberg became peneral manager and secroany on
May 10, 1937 woul May 50, 1042,

Jsmseph H ﬁrl'!.'|.|l.'r was (e Farsa poison iamed e the pasison
ol Cieneral HJlugrr-f.hll,-i Emwprmerr, seoving (rom |J|,"K|_|-\.| 1.
P, wanil _IJlrI-'Ilal:r 1, 191 whon he was hrlrﬂ].' revamseed @
consuliing cogineer,

Flugh M. Callaher succoeded Sawiler and served weonel O
wobser 31, 1952,

Came Froan 05, o K.

Coo 5. Male, sehs bl seevisd as pisgent ongeineee o ihe laier
spaprs ol |.nr|1|:-|1':||m ail ol Qo biwlls Weare b af else Al
American Canal @ soasarvienivay ol e dlsinbwinon svsicm,
was gpaimne] g ahe ol lsie MNovcmiber L 1952 ana served ool
Mlaw 1%, 1950

BOARD APPCHNTED STAFF MEMBERS — Presemd svemlien
af the weaff include: iSeared) Loweldi O, Weeks, Gemerad Mamaper-
Chiel Empineer; Walter B, Whple, Awalror; (Standine) e |
L Necretary; Maweree C. Shernlf, Coparted.

Nl

Lowell O Weveks, wha had joined the Disericn s seafd in 19540
s 3 wivil enpaneer and had beoome asisian general manaper,
was namied poeneral manzger amdd chief engincer an May 16,
19%6, He s seill serving an el capaciry. Kol H. Amswonh
has been assistane general manager snee 1998, afier coming 1o
ilic [hsiner as hydmprapher i P28 W HL Longenodker bas
P Dlepuny © el Engroseer suwe 1957

o ehee carly years of the dissnice A, L. Sonderepger was von-
ailting engineer from carly in the disrce's firsa vear of 1918
ihesiigh ahie laie P00°s, W, P, Rowe, 3an Bernardio,
e ol cogrneer and Califirne sanee cxpsen, was o il
the Disteict's engincers through the time of the frs comsarus -
non of the canal and became a consuliing engicner, a position
which he held on eetamer wanl his death m 1969, Gearpe N
Adlams was an engmeer with the disonco i the middle 1920's
throag by thei: 154505,

Sepving as carly rlj:, H'n.r-:'ur:r-u[ﬁ;c managers weie: W, E,
Motzler, was ihe firsg, serving pro-tem anol Harey Dsbell was
mamed on June 15, 1918 Cohers were Edna M. Cardwell, Cora
M. Long, V. E. Skiles, F. W, Zabler, Mina Welcome who ser-
wiel From Seprember 1923 to July 13, 1923, Margarer Kessler,
Mable Crag, Margarct 13, Tumos, Comela Fock, Heben
Bunyon, Elcanor Caswell, Thelma Schissler, John Heine and
AT, VanChrnum,

Serving @ seveeranes wore: Helen Garmsean, Lucille DeubPeaee,
Margares Malntsh, Borowe MoCovern. Barban Kemstemer
ﬂilimld:l, Ires Kramer amad O, _] Mordland, who also serves as
Fuevuseiwe Assasaanit to the General Manager,

Seromg as assessors, colleciors of apdioss have been: Percy
[av. Helen Gammson, A. T. VanOmom. Lucille DeuPree,
Kenmerh M, Kellar, A, 8, Wiesierficbd 1‘“1‘:’.: 1I.ll'J.i11lr]-, B. W.
Harrison, lames E. Lawson, Hardy H. Holfman, Miriam C,
Hale, Eugene Elms, Maloolm |, Crawford {whee was alse the
fisp watermasaer in DER), and Walier B, Wraphs, wlhis i
May 1%, 19%, was the fist 1o be named Avditor-Controllcr
(W righe was gooreniee Teom the Doserice June 0 197H )

Canal Water Magic

feontinued from page 8)

H.l.m.r_':. Fejson i icancd rE1:||; |hr l:ll.ul:F:'A'l“l fodiie  was
povsible for irnganimg large arcas infouding Coachella but thas
the lify from Hayfield o the Valley made i prohibirive,

Posier . Presion, U, 5. Burcaw of Reclamacon, mer wah
Yager reparding the |!r|.1p|:M£i withdrawal of public lands for 2
spreading grounds water reserve and a proposed contract for
consiructen of the All Amencan Canal with o branch o
Coachells, he appeared favorable 1o both mateers

The Board wax petitioned by a group of Indio citizens and
the chamber of commerce 1o ser up an improvement discrice,
and e 340,000 in bonds o build a warer sysiem. The direc-
tors ofdered i consulting engincers o stiedy the proposal.,
(The Seprember regquest was finally digposed of in March 1924
when 62 residenes signed a perition favoring the Marshall
Water System, although the chamber of commene was sill
secking public ownership, )

The District sct teleprams 1o President Coolidge asking, s
ELI M ol rver |cgi—|.h|n.|n. befare Congres and agrocd o joan
the Boulder Dam Associston if the Districe could have a
member on the cxecuive commitice, Boand reprosentanives

feomtinaed page 72) 7



el arips o Bl Cemerg, Riverside, Los Angeles, Phoconis and
N ashimgion

From Washingeon, Yager telegraphed repons on progres of
the second Swing-Johnson bill. Director Blackbum invited Los
Angeles chamber represemanve Frank Simpson w appear
before the Board (o hear this Valley's problems and 1o seck his
suppon, All of Southern California was again being aroused o
boost the new dam and canal legislaton, and copics of
telegrams from coast cines, counties, chambers of commerce
kept the wires hot, The Coachella Farm Center was permiteed
tov wese the Districe's offices for meetings.

A note in the minutes of Feb, 6, 1924: " Authonize purchase
of one case of dares from Toeman Gridley o be sent g0 Thomas
C. Yager for advertising the Valley among Senators and
Congressmen. " (Thus even 52 years ago the value of California
dates wo sweeten the polivical offices were employed. )

Power ourages and shorages plagued the valley as well as
Southern California, The need £r mare gencration of power
was apparent. The possibility of Boulder Dam providing thai
standby hydroclecunse power was tempring. Southern Sierras
Power Company was asking through advertisements for con-
sumers to reduce current uses by one-third during March and
Apnl ol 1924

President Coolidge was urged 1o ger Colorado River legisla-
tion out of commitice, The power shortage was referred o as
adding 1o the need for the Boulder Canyon Project. Hardships
on pump irrigators and crogs were called o the President's ar-
ECTHLG .

On April 12 the Board poined Imperial’s directorns in presen-
ving the necd and propricwy of the Boulder Canyon Progeor and
All Amecrican Canal to a commintee of 3% of the Californta Keal
Estate Association who had been adverse 1o the projec.

Anather Water System Probilem

In Coachella a 48-hour power owtage brought a request by
the chamber of commerce thar the Dosaricr take over the
Coachella water system. Wm, Kerseiner sad his Coachella
svstem was willing 1o make improvements if the milroad com-
missien would approve maee increases,

Sonderegger urped the Disinice to updaie s well readings,
tecord amounts of water pumped, and establish the position of
underground rables and orop water necds

Palm Springs reporied a water shortage from Tahquitz in
June, 1924, A delegavion including Mes. Mellie Calfman, Cot-
melia Whire, Alvah Hicks and others sought relick, objecong 1o
the District’s protesting of Prescont Stevens piping water {rom
Tourain Ciencga in the Whitewarer Rover, The boand poinied
out it protest was against appropriation of water for power
usges, and thar it was in the bea interests of all people of the
Valley 1o object 1o any new diversions,

Yager reurned from another rip vo Washingion o repon
on the progress of the Swing-Johnson Bill hearings bur saw lie-
the hope for passage at this term. The final proof of adjudeca-
wien of the Whitewsrer warer shed was reviewed, and $3500 s
up {in addvoon o dhe $12,000 budger) for Division of Warer
Righis procecdings.

Through the effors of B, W, Blackburn the California Sgare
Farm Burcau at 3 meeting in Orange endorsed the Boulder
Canvon project. The Distron became a membser of the Boulder
Dam Assasciation.

Members of the board kepr abreass of all developmenis nos
only in legislation but in cngincening. sites and routes for the
varous works, In Ooober Directors Blackbum and Clary and
Counsel Yager and others from Southern California wenn over
the route of rthe proposed agueduct live and the sie of Boulder
Canvon Dam,

-
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Watershiedd Soreims Adjudicaned

The same month the final papers for adjudiation of the
Wihnrewarer and rriburanes was .'ln;hpqﬁi alict appaaoval by the
state, The cost of the entire procesding was $2010,

Amendments w the Swing-Johnson Bill 52903 and the
Metropolitan Warer Dustrice legislation were discussed bur ap-
proval was doubiful again this session,

In March 1925 Yaper was named wo represent the districon on
the new Six Staves Compact comminee. On April 2 he advised
the board that the compace bill had passed the Senate, The ad-
visabily of filing on the Colorado River was refermed o Yager
and Sondercgger. Ar the August 3 meening of the Board Yager
treporied Imperial Irrigation Districr had filed for Colorado
River water, *"a portion of which is for Coachella Valley, ™

At the msistenee of Coachella, Directors Sparey and Clary
were named 1o work with a2 commitice comprising
Woodhouse, Mussbaum and Jones on the Coachella Warer
Syscem maer, in Movember. (In Apnl 1926 George Kellar
preseated a petition from 6% citizens for and two agaimst. An
Thomas presented a perition with 51 agains the district taking
over the Coachells system. D, Jennings weged the prowps o
get topether. A straw voie in June was olmained by the disgric
which sndicared thar mose abjections o the presenn aeperanion
had been withdeawn and the board ardered the Biles closed )

Congress Told Needs

Sondeoegper and Yaper went o Washingron lare in 192% o
appear at committee hearings and to lay before the Secrctary of
Interior repons on the Colorade River supply and the valley's
requirements based on Rowe's reports on wells and irrigared
arca which set foroh estimarcd warer ducies.

By March 1926 Yaper had boen in Washington theee months
meeting with Secrciary of Intenor Work, The coasal plains
would work ot domesic water needs with Aqucduce
Assoctation, and cffons planned 10 reconcile adjudicarion of
warer riphis with Arizoin,

Im Murch the board was re-clecied and _Itmlil:lgl. was :g:in
mamod president

Dunng these vears 1918 1o 1926 and bevomd there were
many sssociations and groups working, somecmes not exacely
i harmony nor in agreement on principhes, for developmen:
of the Colorado River and its various projecrs: For exam-
ple—Boulder Dam  Associateon, California  Development
Ao, Colomdo River Aqueduact As'n., Califormmn Waer
Resources Ass'n., Leapue of Sourthwest, chambers of commer-
e, citics, the Farm Burcau,

Men Possessed Vision

In a land such as Coachella Valley whete it ook a month o
clear a quarter secon and gressewood and mosquite bushes
were pulled out ene at a vme with horses and a chain, the men
were rugped but with vision. One man trusted an-
other and ncicher were marely fooled. It was a land where ice
was beginning to make the days habiable bug all could re-
member when there was none. ZF'N.‘,’ remembered when fresh
foods were eaven at once, canned food was staple, butier was
ligquidd and freighe prices high. John Westerfield, Coachella
banker, says it was a time when bankers gambled on human
htin%:’- and seldom lost. A loan mighe be for less than $100 but
a dollar bought maore,

In August 1926 the disarict board’s $27.000 budger called
for §5000 for new warer, $2000 for furure filings, §2500 for ad-
judications, $2500 for water rights, $3000 for engincening and
£10,000 for begal services, indicating through figures that the
banthe for warer was the prime cffon,

The reckless use of water for duck ponds and wasting of
water deew continual frowns and chreats of acden. Even the



DISTRICT ENTERED SIXTH AREA OF SERVICE IN 1968 — SANITATION

Tivir modern wartewater reclamation plant serves the widely dnown Falm Desers Coumiry Clud Eisates arca, Water from evapuoration
ponds is used for imipating the couniry elud s polf conrse. The Disires took over this systeesr carly in 1968, Siwce then sty miles of
waitewater collection limes bave been construcied and three plangs built to reclaim water in Bombay Beach, Nostk Shore Beach, the
Palm Desers-Rancho Mirape arean, phe farcer with @ magor repronal reclamanion awd ireatmeni feenlity af Cook Sereey

shipments of water owr of the valley from Thermal were
questioned, Indian claims were reviewed as they perained o
the withdrawal of lands around Salon Ses

In Janwary 1927 Yager and Blackburn were named represen-
tatives 1o present the valley’s case before hearings on the new
Swillg:]nhlﬁuﬂ kill, and Blackburn apended the Jrrig:liun
Districis Assoviation mecting in Sacramento 1w seck conoinued
SUPOIT.

In June the Ciny of Los Angeles had filed on 1500 acee focr of
Colorado River waier and San Diego had also made 3 filing.
The new Calitormia Coborado River Commussion proposal was
studicd, the Imperial Dissrice asked Earl Pound be recommien-
ded @t a member,

Under Impenal’s Filing

"I"'i;l_'f reported in July of negotanng with the Imperial
Dhistrict " looking forwand 1o this Districr coming in under therr
ﬁtil:lp; o 10,000 second feer of Colarado Raver waier, ™'

Yager, Blackburn and Jennings went to Denver i August to
present proposals to the Burcau of Reclamasion and Interor of -
ficeals, In Dciober Blackburn was delegared to apend Imperial
Valley and Los Anpeles meciings and in November accom-
panicd Yager back ro Washinguon once more. The Calel Farm
Center discussed the duck poncds.

Dutil:p; Fﬂ;hl‘u.\r}' 1928 the ‘E’:ﬁlngum Aaganad iwih rr;;arclmg;
the fourth Swing-Johnson Bill became critical. It appeared char
the bill had s best chance of passapge. The bills HR 5773 and
SB3177, were feviewed and insrneconns FIII‘II.'IIH;'III. "I"'.l.gvl.'l. Mcws
clippings from coase papers were avidly read by the board and
citizens of the valley, The Coachella Valley Submarine and the
Indio Dace Palm were headlining progres,

The Coachella '|.":||Ir:,.' H{:rsn;luim Abharement Disiecr was
organized with support of the water board.

The Board mer 20 rimes during February and March o kecp
posted on progress in the nation’s capiol. The canal feamuees in
S50T28 were examined . the Ashury smendment, the Pirtrman

CVOW L Ploro
amendment, and other legislative moves puzzled the board
whlrh wWas |r:;ing io I.rr.'p- abgcasi of f:ls-l-l:nuring CRCTiEs The
fingl committee print of Senare Bill 728 was received amd
digested

Y .‘I.r“i;'lp;.l.;in; Dhemmagucls

W. P. Rowe was direcied 1o saudy water filings on Colorade,
the All American Canal costs, the survey route, sudy 1he
profile map, and repon en the coonemic faciors, The Disone
was trving to anticipare funere povernment demands for
feasibilicy.

The problem of the Palm Valley Waer Company was
discussed  and  the Disiricr  dircceed  agtorneys o draw
stupulation giving the water company unhampered develog-
memt of Smow Creek, and vanous othee considerations, Phil
Boyd, sccectary of the Palm Springs Chamber of Commerce,
and Cole and Teitley of Palm Springs examined the districe’s
books and expressed the wish of that communicy o withedraw
frovm the districe

Yaper advised the districe in June thar HE %773 had passed
thie Hisasse goad woidd g0 B0 the Senaie in December. He was in.
structed to write the Secrerary of Interior regarding progress to
dane of the proposed reclamation project. In November an
engineering statement of the districe’s needs were prepared for
the Colorade River Commission, Yager was senr o
Washimguon 1o warch over progress of the bill in the Scnaie,

D, Jennings Disagrees

[Jr. J:nninp;': diug:l:t'r] an the nced o send 'l'lﬂﬂ‘,"l:f il
Congress convened. On November 22 he presented  his
resignation to the board, which was accepred with regrers. K.
W Blackburn was named hoard prnidcn:, On December 3
Blackburm was urged to extend his tip o Chicago and con-
rinue on w Washingion to assist Yager if probloms arose regar-
ding the Senace action on the Swing-Johnson bill

On Decomber 22, 1928, a telepram was senn D Elwossd
Mead, commisssoner of the Bureau of Eeclamanon, reading:

73



"The Secrctary of Interior as of the Aot of May 18, 1920, sur-
veyed Coachella Valley lands and found them feasible of
ceonomical irmigation. Nov, 20 Coachella Valley pave asurance
of participation if development carmied owt. Assure sull desire
to participate, Deparement asked 1o include Dienicy m all
plans and surveys oward coniummanion of project; have
1400, (M0 acres irrigable lands; 19,000 under cultivanion. Present
development causes overdrafn of 40% of available warer sup-
ply. Assessed wvaluation is over $%.millions, Urgency of
adeguane supply of water to preserve invesoments and exien-
sicus 15 apparent. .

D, Jennings, shthough having resigned. conoinued 1o @-
ternid board mectngs as an mnicresied cinzen. Yaper returned
from Washingron 1o repor the Swing-Johnsan Bill approved
December 21, 1928, and signed by President Hoover, Yaper
pointed out thar the “Boulder Canvon Project Act™’ had ac-
complished three things: (1) ratified the Colorado River Com-

ace and provided if only six saves rfied ic would become ef-

ective providing Califermnia was one of ratifying parties and
provided thar Californiz should agree wo limin ber use of warer;
(2} muchorized conscruction of 3 dam ar Black or Boulder
Canvon: {3} provided comssruction of an All-American Canal
conncoting Impenal and Coachella Valleys,

The construcoien of the rwo works was authorized e a cost of
abaut §165,000,000, The act zho authorzed 4 subordinate
mmp:u between Arizona, California znd Nevada for division
of apporioncd warces under the Colorado Compact: the in-
vestigation of the Parker-Gila project in Anzona, and future
agrecments among the seven basin states for a compichensive
river developmens program

The bill provided o unique construction financing methed
for the dam, sewing up o special fund designated as the
Colerado River Dam Fund.

"Orne Diasaesct ' Proposal

Yager urged the board 1o begin entering inte a conmacy for
the canal construction with the Depariment of Inicrior, M, |
Diowd and Counsel Charles Clulders af the |mp:.'t|=| ||‘1'|g.l||nn
Diistrict ancended che January 7. 1929, meeting t:p{mlng their
belicl that “*the two valleys go in a5 one distmct.” The board
dgr-rl:'d o confer with Imperial on this proposal. Engincers were

rected to proceed with a topographical map of the valley, 1o
include kands
pumping, an
the arca,

By March Sondercgger had surveyed the route and was

geing it. The Deoncr aurthorized signing a conrscr poinely
with the Impertal Dissrict for the U, 5. 1o make a survey and
investiparsen of main canal conneceng Lagena Dam o Im-
I:n'i:l and Coachella Valleys. The gross survey costs were to be
imiced 1o $100,000, and the basiz of payment was 1o be four
parts Impenal and one part Coachella, as their shares, purssant
1 Article 8 of the Boulder Canyon Project Act. The mnicial
paymcnt was setat S10,000, with $13.000 1o be paid by Jan. 1,
1938, and the remaiming amount of 523,000 1o be paid on the
basis of notices from the povernment who would share snc-half
the gross cost, The board heard Engineer Sondercgger urge
that it file on 2000 sccond feor of the flow of the Colorado
River.

The Tmperial dserict representatives advised the Coachella
board at its mecting of May 6, 1929, char it had adopred a
resolution asking S10,000.000 for the All Amerscan Canal and
the Coachella board adopeed a similar resolution. Exploring an
"understanding  between  the two diros” Mark Rose,
speaking for Earl Pound, B. D, Blair and M_.J. Dowd, also ag-
tending, sud: “Eventually the two distnices™" would cambine
under one head. an amendment o the contracl proposcd by

™

|h|i-:' of irngation from the canal by gravary o
tirrrate the cost of the drainage system o scrve

CRIME WAS RARE

Constabder in the Iwio area weed this provvitive fa made of
rarirond fres fo boste mesereanis. Tiis 19006 ghato shows fimberead
sl mear Fargo and the radfroad. Juiiree Vwan weally swifi and
Darsh bt crme st rave”, pomeers pormted out,

— €. V. MHistorcal Soctesy Phote

the Burcaw of Beclamation was read by Counsel Yager and ap-
proval was vored, A payment of $2000 was authorized o the
Hureau.

Soudy Copees of Contracts
By June 3 the distncr had contour maps preparcd by
Engincer George N, Adams. Blackburn had been named a

dircctor of the Boulder Dam Association. Sonderegper saw
need for a drainage ditch and the board was studving a cer-
tified copy of the Coachella and Imperial contracts with the
u.s

On July 18, 1229, Robbins Russel was appointed 1o the
Hnﬂpih:d tetim of I!Ir._lmninp.

Sparcy, Blackburn and Yager went 1o El Centro v meet with
Commissioner Mcad where it was bearned that the point of
diversion for the canal would be six miles wpsiream from
Laguna. The canal capacity would be 13,000 second feet to the
syphon drop, 13,000 0 Pilos Knob, w can side of sandhills
10,000 feer. A study underway would include the main canal,
bareral canals and distribunion sysem on new lands broaght
under development in CV as well as virgin doscrn lands. Tme

rinl's dirgcror Blair was imvired 1o auend Coachella meetings
in order to bring the vwo districes into closer undestanding.
The board on Novemnber 30 repealed i April 25 filing on the
Colorado. Another payment of 3000 was made to the Burcau.

The semmer of 1930, Blackbiirn, fepicsciing) Coachella,
Rase and Pound of Impenial, afier a long Ad-day session in June
with the Mevropelitan Water Dsioer Board on division of
waters managed to convinee that board that che agriculoural in.
teresis had prioe fighes o the Coloracdo River. (A serics of
mectings ensued, with the vamous water apencics involved,
leading wo che Seven-Pary Warer Agrecment of 193] )

Oy February 21, 1930, the MWD agreed o an allocation of
1,100,000 acee Ffeet, this was subscquently amended afier



ROBEBINS KLDGSEL I W MEWMAM T.E. ALLEN JAMES E, PIPPIN
Warer Dasirsce Darecnar Water Dasieict Dereciaor Warer sy Dhgecon Warer Dhisericy [Dheectoe
192832 AR N=505 1952-54 (UL PSR ]

DIRECTORS
WHO HAVE
SERVED
THE
DISTRICT

CHARLES E, FAULHABER A, ELIZABETH MELSCHN SIDNEY WITHERONY
Warer Duserice Direcios Warer Disence Divector Waier Dusenice Direcior
15V 5054 10%4-58 1968=7 1

GEORGE AMES GEORGE H. LEACH WILLIAM F. LESTER A, HAKOLLD BROMLEY
C. V¥, Stormwarer Board Water Diserion Direcoor Warer Dustncy Dhirecvor Waner Dasirect Dirceror
1528 30) 19%4-1977 15F7 1= 147 1S NIMGE

T3



incetings i March by the agencies which allocated the firss
SE0 0 avee feer o the agnculiual group, the nogn 350, 000
ate Feet to MWD, ghird 550 004 feer o MWD and all warenin
river available for California use in cxcess of 4,950,000 feer per
arnum 1o the agrculbiural grosp,. Pals Vernde Valley nceds
requined 3 subdivision within the group, and San Diego
presented an application for a contracy.

On Movem % the Scoictary of Inictior saw need for the
Svane of Californis effecving che allocacions, and BEd C. Hyan,
California State Engineer. held a series of conferences thar
brought abour setelement (August 1B, 1931) which pave firs
prionny o Pale Venle Imigateon Districe for uie on 104,500
acres, second pronty 0 Yuma project not 1o exceed 25,000
actes; third priotity {2) to Imperial Irngation District and other
lands under or that will be served from the All Amernican Canal
1 |mpqri=.1 and Coachiclla '||I'=|.|r:|r|.. and {b} to Palo Verde
Ireiganion Disericy for use on 16,000 scres on Lower Palo Verde
Mosa, with the wotal beneficial comsumptive use not to cxceed
5,850,000 acre fect per annum, Founth and fifth prionices of
550,000 each went 1o MWD, city of Los Angeles, the coastal
plain and under the fifth, the 102,000 the cuy and councy of
San Dicgo were 1o share, The sith prioritics were 1w the Im-
penial and Coachella Distncs in the same manner 25 under che
third with Palo Verde also sharing in the same manner. The
seventh priory for rematning water went 1o agnisulbure,

Sparcy, Mcizler, Russel, Blackburn and Yager made a unp
ower the proposed route of the All American Canal in Apnl,
1950, They drove two Model T Fords with wide-belied rims
replacing the vires on the wheels, The wour ended 12 miles
southeast of Mecea, A make survey was also made from Das
Palms and Spindle Top 1o a point nontheast of Thermal during
May,

i First General Manger

W. P. Bricvon was emploved in A pril as the gencral manager
with full charge of the district”s personnel, He also served as
seoretary. One of the st maoers for resiudy was che proposal
theat the Coachella Branch of the canal continue down the west
side into Impenal Valley south woe Fish Springs. The main canal
was (o biscer the valley bevween Indio apd Coachella, Surveyors
were already running stakes around Indic and to the wese. In
June the board agan authonzed Yager o obiun a contrac
with the Secretary of Intenior as soon as possible cither jorntly
with Imperial or separately.

May, June and July were busy months, including meetings
with Imperial‘s board, with the Secretary of Interior Ray Lyman
Wilbur, Commissioner Mead, and other nri::‘ﬂi:-:rinns. The
dedication of Boulder Dam was slated Seprember 17, 1930,

A drafr of the canal contrace was under sudy on Oaeber 27,
The Imperial Districe expressed reluctance 1o serve Coachella
under Imperial’s perfoctod water rights and urged a contract in
cooperation with Coachella on assumption all lands 1w be served
from the canal be in one disrice, Commisssoncr Mead was
Favoring an intermediane cross valley canal besween Indio and
Coachella, with a smaller canal o conuinue north. A
drop was 10 be locared a1 the point of vake off of the cross valley
secrion cast of Coachella,

The attorncys of the agriculiuml group and Mewopolitan
Warer District met in Ocrober 1930 o propose amending the
MWD cantract with the U.5. o conform with thar of MWD
and the districs regarding allocation of California’s share of
the Colorado River warer,

pings Wins Appointment
County Su rﬁ:ar Sﬁ:wr nh-l';Elred appoinmment of Dr.
Jenmings o the waner district board by the county board of
supervisors in April 1931 under che water code which permin-

Th

ted such appoiniment. Jenmings thus reiurned 1o the board o a
sixth direcror. He had been Babthiul in snendance s an olserver,

The House Approprations Comminee visired the valley,
dined at the Indic Woman's Club, and were reporred by
Directar Sparcy to have been *'Tavorahly imPn:m-:I alier secing
the necds and development of the Dassrict, !

A delegation of Coachella Valley Land Owners posed a senies
of questions May 11, 1931, regarding the proposed conrac for
constraction of the Al Ametican Canal and were promised an.
SWETS I 'nrilinF A5 $000 35 2N CAEINCCANG repor was received
from Bureau of Beclamation. Blackbum was authonzed to s
up an advisory committee on matters affecting imponation of

olorzdo River warter,

The engineer's repornt was received in June and the board
namcd Blackburn and Yager to anend mectings with Siane
Engineer Hyat on Calfomia’s limitation o Colorado River
water. Jennings ufged the dissnc to get 3 speaific amount set
out in allocaion for Coachella since drafts of the contre had
reached final stages in mectings in Los Angeles between lm-
penial, Coachella and the Bureaw of Reclamation

About this vme the Land Owners Associavion  with
Postlethwaine, Lee Anderson and T-:]. EI‘I':HI.T bejgan antencdimg
scasions of the board asking questons regarding the valley's
water rights, priorities, cost of the canal and the cffect of being
encluded in the Impenial conorace, A nsmg ode of oppasinsen 1w
inclusion was apparcncly developing, and tensions mounied
through 1931 reaching 3 climax late i 1932, An All Ameroan
Canal Club also became scove.,

The Seven-Pany Agreement was reached Augus 1318 in
Los Angeles on the allocsiion bases outlined carlier,

The Land Cwners Association urged the board o invite the
Secretary of Inveniof 1o hold 2 meeting on the propesed canal
contrace and dis provisions in El Centro mscad of in
Washington. The board agreed 10 make the request. However
the Secrewary did not comply and Yager wenr 1o Washingion,
returning to repore that a number of proceses and affidavies had
been filed with the Secretary opposing incluson of the valley
with Imperial.

The board adopred an ordinance (Mo. 306) Moy, 9. 1931,
approving the canal contract in principle and recommending
that the people of the valley endorse it. The ordinance provided
that the Sccretary of Interior and Imperial Imigagon Disarice
had approved the contracr; pointed our thar it is feasible for
the valley 1o receive Colorado River water; thar contract would
be effective only when major pan of lands of Coachella Valley
arc included in Impernial Irrigation Districe; chat in order oo ac-
complish incliston a peonon must be signed by o majosiny of
the property awners representing a magority of the acrcage of
that arca praying for inclusson; that people of Coachella Valley
should become conversant with terms of the contrac,
engimcenng repors, and costs oo lands. Thie board approved
employing of a person 1o circulare and publsh informarion
concerning the contract and repores,

Met With Imperial Board

Members of the board mer with the Impenal board the nen
day in El Ceniro and advised the Impenal board thar it was
willing to proceed under the contract apperoved by the Depan-
ment of Interior and that a very large majority of the propeny
owners in Coachella Valley would petiion for inclusion in
event petitions were circulated. The anomeys for the two
disteices were divected to draw arvicles of inclusion o prCsent i
the boards. Yager presented these articles ar the November 27
meeting which articles Jennings requested be pven each board
miember 1o study.

The community was shocked by the untimely death of



voung District Counsel Thomas C. Yager December 2, The
board at it December 19 mecing adopred a resolution ex-
pressang iis regrees to Yagers widow, commending his *“pood
counsel”” and reforred o the task be has *'so Githfully cham-
p‘l"ﬂ'ﬂd. L

Directors Russel, Metzler and Clary were named o a public
imlormation comminee. They recommended o emplovees of
the distnct be permitted o make sarements regarding the
proposed canal conrrace, that all szatemenes be checked, than a
scrics of official statements be disemimared covenmg the water
questions. H. L. Camahan was named scoing counsel and
=TF=I:_I1 to stedy the proposed contrac and conditions of in-
clusion,

Counsel Carnahan an the January 8, 1932, meenng focoms-
mended the board formally ratify the contract before taking up
the conduwrons of inclusion. Blackburn was absenr. Jenmings
vored apainst manficition, the conditions of inclssions were
then mken up item by iem and the counsel was direoted 1o ger a
fimal draft reacy. A pamphler o describe the conerac and er-
ms was proposed, On January 18 it was agreed 1o include a
copy of the contrace witls the mailing,

The board held a series of meetings with Counsel Carmnahan
in Riverside and Los Angeles regarding the inclusion conditons
ot which Impenal representatives and counsel were present.
Jennings voioed opposition (o siatements on waber ngs and
condition

Fotbes Anends Mectings

Dunng March many of these executive meenings were atien-
ded by Dr. Harry Forbes and his attorney Arvin Shaw of Lis
Angeles. Final boundaries of the service area were revicwed.

Wallace P, Rouse was appointed District Counsel March 19,
The Land Owners group met with the board 1o discuss the cons
tract, inclusion verms, water rights and other canal martens,

In executive session March 28, 1932, the board voted ap-
proval of the contrace and inclusion provisons. Jennings voted
“no”". The form of petition for inclusion was approved., and
proposcd boundanes were held over foe stedy. _ _

A mass meeting was held by those opposing the mclusion
and advocating that Coachella Valley obrain a separate con-
tract. Ac the Apnl 9, 1932, mecting of the board Dr. Forbes
read a resolution adopred at the mass mecting the previous
evening. The board agreed 1o sudy the resolution and agreed
thar the commines ca negotiations should mect with Avomey
Carnahan, and Stace Engineer Hyan in Riverside Aprl 146
Blackburn snd Carnahan were authorized o proceed 1w
Washingron along with a representative of the land owners
group, On Aprl 16 the board was asked wo accept the terms of
the resalution of the Land Owners on motion by Jonnings bu
it bose for want of a second. A motion by Sparey thar it be rejec-
ted carried with Jennings voting **no.”* The revised boundaries
for the service ares were approved. The board dirccted the
general manager to circulate the peritions for inclusion along
with 2 statement by the board.

A-A Canal Club Heaed

Sixty members of the All American Canal Club wrged the
petitions for inclusion be saned. Spokesmen for the inclusion
action were W.D. Gibbs, Lew Wester, Harry Whintlesey, 4.0,
Hayward and ].E, Pippin, The lateer declared it was cosping
£19.6% per acre on power bills alone, He said his water levels
had dtugﬂp:'d from 46 foot to the 67 food level in past 12 years.

The board leamed thar Seorevary of Incenor Wilbur and
Commissoner Mead had stared their opintons thay before the
Department could consider o separate contract for Coachella,
the questions of power and other matters would have to be
resolved bevween the disirios. Letters from Gridley and Forbes

regarding the inclusion were referred 1o the anomey Tor reply,
Jennings proposed & number of legal questions which were alio
referred 1o the counsel,

This prompeed a mecting in Carnaban’s office winh D, For-
bees present 1o request that the board name an official commir-
toe to help drafi a separate contract, He proposed dhar the ob-
jections of the Deparmment of Intcrior (o a scparaie contr
could be overcome.

Blackburn reported thar mectings wath Wilburn were being
sought, The Land Owners also made o similar requese, B, |
Codfev, the Burcau of Reclamaton’s regronal counscl, was
studying briefs filed by Camahan and Dr. Forbes,

Urge Separate Contract

On Ocrober 27 the Land Orwners ser a ul:fmm (o Secrerary
Willbur, a copy poing to the Dsincy board, in which thoy
urped a separare conraos and requested 3 heanpg o cones
the *‘unfounded, cxcesive claims of Ilmperial lrrigation
Dastrect an regard o o perfeceed warer nghes . . " urging
vermis of Coachella contran be concurrent, and that “'no con-
tract be signed by you with the Imperial Imgacon Disince dhar
will foreclose Coschella Valley's rights po inclusion as provicded
i the present coantract unless and unol our propeny ownees are
firse informed of the werms of any sther contrac qu'q:ru.l with
|I'I'Iprri.l! and alsa 'pusl.r i:lrll;'l:rrl'mnﬂnn rﬁmrinn [';lu'hili:}' nd'u
separate contrace with Coachella Valley. ™

The board, which had been umable to obin signatures of
owners of 30 per cent of the acreage for inclusion m the Im-
Fﬂiﬂ Districe, had refused 10 recode from s posivion of

avoring a joint contract with Imperial, whose voters had ap.
Em-rd their contract with the government the provious

bruary. The Land Owners had suggesied the board resipn
and threatened 10 break the deadlock by recalling the board
and elecving candidares pledged 10 canry our the separate con-

EFACE PROgram,
Climax On Ocmober 28

The contmoversy came 1o a chimax on Ociober 28 and the odif-
ferences of opinion were put at stake ar a special clection, even
though recent leaters from the Seoretary of lntersor had in-
dicated a separate contrace would be accepuable provided
Coachella could establish ws ability 1o repay a governmem
loan, and a sapisfactory agreement was made with Imperial
Valley for division of the svailable water.

The Friday elecuon recalled the five eleced members, (Jen-
nings was appointive and his scar was not a1 stake.) the Indio
chi.rln which Hed 509 voies, voicd ocarly thice o o
against recall of the board b the lower wilr,r's Vo Wil
stromgly for the ouster,

The new board raking office and holding its fist meetng
Ociober 31 ai the home of D Jenmings included Jennings,
H. W, Forbes, T. E. Allen, Lee ). Anderson, T, ). Gridicy, and
Alvah F. Hicks, Arvin B, Shaw, Jr., was in apendance and was
named Distnce Counsel. Allen called the meeting to oeder and
Forbes was eleoted president of the board. Gndley was vice

presudent.
Baard s First Actions

The farst action was thai all rules, regulations and by-laws
established by the board be repealed and nulified, nexe all em-

loyoes of the districr were dusmissed cxcept the Auditor, A.
Wesserdield. Helen F. Bunyon was emploved as acing
secretary.

At the first regular meeung November 5, J. E. Pippin, In-
dio, became a membser of the now scven-man board, being ap-
gzint-:d by E. W, Johnston, Mayor, to a3 six-year term. The

ard adopred new rules, regulations and by-laws presenced by
Shaw,

ki)



Mn’lmp; the ext duy the bodard was advised |:l:r the Assistani
Sccrerary of Ineepor thar the Imperal conrace was under
discussion by the Burean’s aromey K. . Coffee in Los Angeles
and mﬂrﬂ;d thie board subme s Fmiru;u,lh w Coffes. Amn
appoinument was immedimely obasined with Coffec. Secrevary
Wilbazr cxpresied wallingness 1o meer with districe representa-
irvcs an Palo Alio of Washingron on November 16 when both
districes would discuss scparate conpraces

A |'|'|rr'|ir:|: wask hﬂ]rl it Cowunitel Shaw's Lot dngr]n ufﬁ;:'
Movember 11 with all of board present, The following pasins
were agreed upon: (1) Coachella does not desire any provesson
in contract for inclusion with Impenial; (2) The District desires
a separate contrect; (3) There B enough water allocated even of
Imperal takes S<mullion acee foct ourn of the third pricooy; (4)
Caoachella will mot acoept any subdivision of water nor accepi-
able w the Bureau of Beclamation; (3) If necessary Coachella
willing thar warer rights be adjudicared through Stae Waier
Commission; {6} Coachella willing and ready w rarify so called
Palo YVerde reservarion to 7-Pany Apreement of August 18,
19315 {7} Coachella ready 1w file :ihlplintil:ln wnder 7-Pamy
Agreement with Stare Warer Commission; (8) Forbes, Jennings
and Shaw 1o go 1o Washingron Nov, 16,

20-Year Geowth Seen

Forbes on his reowrn eeported that the engineees and counsel
wolld prepare studics and vake steps 1o see that mareers alfec-
ting Coachella are adjudicated. The board saw “'an assesed
valuarion of $50-millions in 20 years after canal water 15 ser-
weel ™' and lisced present "{l[pil.ll now invested of $10.mullions
with & bonded debt exisuing in the Diricr by swhool of

74y

Frerbies |l:p-:|¢r:1| ihii Commmotioner Mead Feworesd  one
disericr and one contescr bur was “aware of the Coachella land
aowncis boing adverse 1o assurming cxisiing ndchbicdnes of Ime-
perial Do during period of execution of the contract and
ithe teme woter was available for rJfln'rr:. T He hsaed
52, 240,000 as Coachella™ share of Imperal’s present mdeb.
icdness that would be assumcd afier six years. The board was
anxipies 1o petfect Coachella’s rights and when the Al
Amerecan Canal contract was presenied, a5 consummated by
the Imperial Imganion Disinor, the board authonzed the
secretary 1o mail ourt copics of it 10 the voters for their infor-
aisn

Meaiwhile the ||:|::i:|J=.1IJI|:' hll.'F:Ih st nd-.tn :n}l:m:lm{'nr
o the County Warer Distnict code which would eliminate ap.
pointive board positsons and peomii scoing up an ascisor's of -
fiie.

Rarify Canal Contract

The Impereal Diistrice’s voters ratified their canal contracr on
January 12, 19335, The election prompeed the Coachella board
e order Counsel Shaw o go to Sscramento and file for 2000 ofs
of Colorado warer under the agreement of Aupuss 18, 1951
Shaw went immediarely o Sacramente and reported 1o the
board he had fled ae 1:30 pom, on Janwary 10, 1935 but thar
he had learned thar Impenal had filed s application ar 11:%1
a.m, the same day. Forbes charped thar sameone had informed
Impermal of the Coachella Disinct's plans

A hill to st up the Colorado River Commssion was before
the fegislppure. The district insssted that one member of the
Coachella board be 3 member of the board.

The board sought 1o reconcile differences with the Imperial

ST
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OUT OF ASHES ROSE THIS KEW DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS

The fire of 1964 razed the ofd buildinps from the Metropodivan Wager Districe s avguediuct camp in Beradoo Canyon. From the atbes
Frrl i ]'.u‘.r.lj' mmfrm, F .n'f:m' .ﬁlrdrqul.r.lrkr: .Elu.rl'd":ng. J'-Eu' BETTE rﬂ.l.frrﬁ}.r f:mr.ﬁr.ﬁ".d' I"'.H'u‘lfj f:uﬁ'n'rj' Water Phirret ql'!lrm.rmm- .fn'l:'n.r.'irr

Jrom he eitaie af §

Direrict s gl preesialens, Dr. Harey W Forler, wibich wai Segueatied 1o rbe Dictrc, retred N coud of

Surlarmg. The mew storedi, J".r.ﬁlmrurj- it warreosore Sy complex war largely Swely ward _.I"..i'.t.nl".r r.u'fl'.r.nr.l'#.rr.l"_."‘."um sades of fawrals ol
tarwed throwph delinguent taxes, The above butlding bowses the Forbes Awditoriam where hwice mrontbly wmeerings of vhe Disrres

H‘:.un.l" nff}d'rr.rfun are .|":I|.'|I'r.|".
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Irnipanon Disarwor board pnd asked Siaie Enginecr Hyatg 1o
arrange & mecnng "o resolve binemess. " Meanwhile, ihe
Board discussed opposng valedagion of the Impenal contrac
for ithe All Amencan Canal. The maove was a bever 1o obiam
I|||.|1rr|.1|'\. AEACCMICNE (0 3 separae CV condract

). . Jowwes, president of the Land Owners, fearful of any
compeomise with Imperial, wrote the board in March 1933 that
hie '|-'.||I.I|-.l RLLL Y vl @i AN g lasr 2 [ RIa] Ha T | ,J.Iu.i l|_--|||lr'\-1l || ||"I1i:-l |I'
thie disercr coudd ssbiain Cokrslo water i oa juss, eqguigabide or
coomamical manner under @ conerace with Imperal and
threavened than any such compromise would be rejecied by the
“'same Moy that fefuicd o 'p:u:n lnlprri:l undet the fofmer
donir

The dhisgricn bene s elfores 1o obiam the reopening of the Fir
it Mational Bank of Coschella which had been chosed by the
Bank Holiday. The bank was reopening in April. Valley cham-
bers, women's clubs and service clubs were invited 1o send
repwesentatives to board mectings but most of them declined

Daily Meenings Scheduled

Dunng May, Junc, July and August the board held 4%
regular, special and adjourned meecnings. indicatien of the
hewgheening imeress in the illusve separate contracy being
drawn for the District for the Coachella Branch of the All
Ainerwan Canal, Shaw weni o Washington o help propare
the ¢xneract, aed the Washingron finm of Vopelang & Finney
wen employed s Capitol representarives

Toe cauney water disince act amendmenis were passed and
signed by the governor, Assemblyman John Phillips reporned.
The Coachella dasirsct was maaining ressure on Jinprrlal T
contnuing opposition, thus holding up validation of the Im-
peral contract

In June 1933 the firse deafy of the propesed Coachells con-
pract was sudied h'|.' the board, Ag the ||'|1.'|:Ii:|1;,; oi the 24th o
resolunion was presented authofizing execuon of the conprac
The matger was tabled wneil July 5 when it was approved over
n|.1;|n.'1||:rrn. ol I'-'ip-pln The board authonsed %5000 for
preliminary plans for the camal

The benard was on daily call, mer and adjourmed daily, on the
miatter opposing validatien of the Impenal contracy and on July
20 voted o file notice of appeal of Judge Emmet Wilson's fin
dings in favor of validason. On July 22 vhe board agreed 1o
take the maticr to the Supeemc Couwrt, Shaw was advised 1o
supplement the feasibiliny memomandum e the Secreany of In-
tenor. He '.-I.'IIJ].!,]!II I:ﬂglJag: in the contract that would assure
the valley 2000 cfzx Coborado River waier and make Coachella a
bencficiary of Pilot Knob power as well a8 other canal power,

The Hrlrur.lulil an Water Diserict™s tunnels were LlEkT Rl il 1:.3,'
Pippin and Engineer Rowe 1o derermine if the San Jacinto tun-
el was cdiven g water from the warcrbed

Duning daily mectings in August 1933 pwo pepresenianves
were suthorized 1o go o Washington to anend heanng of op-
panents to All Amcncan Canal. On Augusi 20 the amendments
1o the water code sook effect and Pippin and Jennings anended
their last meeting. (From thay date the board comprises five
members clecoed From divitione )

Dios Palmas Beservair

Duning discussions on the proposed canal conracr, and
toure ol the camal, the board had “W.P. Rowe, ol enguineer,
investigate the possibility of a reservoir site near Dos Palmas,
Rowe made the teconnasance survey,. An applicanon wad filed
secking approval o approprate water from Salt Creek o be
stored wemparanly and later 1o be applicd benclacmlly {10,004
gcre fect per annum) o be diverved in SE% of Section 28, TS,
R11E. The proposal was later abandoned.

Mreanwhile the baard rmp||11'-rr| l."-rnrgl: M, Adame cnginect
for the Garner and Deep Canyon spreading works and levee

project.

On December 30 the board cxecured s All Amencan Canal
endutract which it had spproved eardier. At the same time the
Coachella board agreed 1o supulate o a dismissal of s suin
before the Supreme Court, and Impenial Irrgation Dsona 1o
'|.r|p|ll:||q that the contract as validated woubd be amended as o
power possibilities o benefin to Coachella.

This broughes about a Jan. 13, 1934 meoung winh fl'np-li‘rl:t|
officials, Hewes, Kose, Anomey Childers and Engineer Dowd,
lar prurposc al EI:HI'HH'.II‘IH:: an agrocmmcoiil berween the wo
dustrscts on division of water and power procoeds and propaor-
pronate contributions to be made by cach districn wo the capual
costs of the All American Canal project. Attorneys of both
dustrecis were authorized o file an appeal boel limied o dose
things i the Impenal contracy which maghn impair the nghies
of the Coachella District under a separate contracy and declare
:h-[' CoHnEraEct wrvalid 'll:-l'l; dnn, '|.1|i|:| i!’ ni righli impii!tﬂ.

On Feb. 14 and agreement was reached with Impernal 1o
compromise the contfoversics and the agreement embodicd an
approved form of contracy for consurucnion ol the canal be-
rween the U, 5. and Coschella wdentificd as " Annex A" wo the
canal contract. On February 17 with members of the Impenal
board and its secretary and auormey, minor differences were
approved by Impenal, and the f.-.mn-plnmi‘-t Apreement was
adopted by both Districts. The Coachella board asked the
Secrevary of Interior to execute a contract provided he was in
agrecment with " Annex ALY Forbes, Anderson and Shaw were
Lmln:durri:,.' authornzed o B0 L0 Wahungion (0 REgolale a
separate contract for Coachella

EXCTIC CROP

Coachells Valley proaucer more than 00 per ceni of e darei
growe v the United Sraver. The wnigie amd alwrosr exclantee
crop, first planted v the valley before the turm of the cemary,
datei, trpied sl aiteacted early JIONEEr growers, Abour 4,000
acrer of pariows sarehies are grows, the Depler Noor berng the
wrasd popalte. A prapefrit prove i on the rgi.

— CHCR DY PENOTTY
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Diraw Lots For Terms

May 5, after the March 27 clection, the board, all re-clecred.,
drew lods for terms of office. Forbes, Allen and Andeson
reccived foursyear serms and Gedley and Hicks swo year terms,
The board ar this meening advised Dale Kiler of Mecea it was
not empoweeed to enjoin the state division of highways from
building the Indio-Blythe Highway &0 cuwfT,

By June the Dastesct had l'f?tl’l‘ﬁ!l lans and specificacions for
the main All American Canal and Coachells’ Branch o the
engineer for study, filed a report on the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs on Indian lands, imiganon, sudicd opics of the Coachella
Service Area maps, and asked Engincer Rowe 1o check possible
ingerception of underground streams by MWD winnels.

The copies of the All Amerscan Canal contract were spproved
by the board ar s July 28, 1934, mecning and ordered it sub.
mimed to the California Diserict Securiies Commission. A
public hearing was set on the conteact for the district's share of
the 538, 500, 000 cose and whether all or only pan of the diserico
will be bencficied, and if so what portion.

Washingron Mclntyre identified the arca to be served by the
canal at the adpourned Seprember 1% heanng. Bartlent H.
Haves opposed inclusion as did Robbins Russcl. Russel fearced
the loss of estheric values, the cffect of humidity on dates and
humans, snd feared that canal water availability mould increase
dare plantings beyond economic level of 300D actes, a5 well as
for grapses and cigrus,

Improvement District Mo, |

The arca o be benefitced ordered by the board “'was chae
outlined and shall be known and comssinue Tmiprovement
Dristrice N, 1'° which was the first time this designation had
been placed on the service area, A specal clection was ordered
Oerober 9, 1934, on scceprance of the canal connract,

The contract voted upon by the people of the valley stared
that it "5 o provide for construcnon for the Districe of
capacity in a diversion dam and incideneal works {reforeed 1o i
saud proposed contract and commonly known a8 the Imperal
Dam) i the mainssream of the Colorado River and a main
canal and appurtenant strectures (referred o i said proposed
contract and commonly known as the All Amencan Canal)
located entirely within the United States, connecting said
diversion dam with the Imperal and Coachells Valleys in
California, 1o supply water from the Colorado River and the
reservolf to be created by Boulder Dam for the benefut of lands
now of hearafter within the Districe and lying within the
Coachella Service Area . . . ”" The contrsct referred 1o "' capacity
provided for the Disarier therein . . " and thay the Districe
“pay its share of coss relared 1o thar capaciy of said works
bears wo the wotal capacity thereof, | "

Voters in four precinets in the Improvement Desericr case
P225 ballogs of which 1207 were “yes™ and 18 Vo™,

The board made ial note of the suppon given in the
campaign for approval of the contao to Cheseer Sparey, James
Pippin, R. M. Wood, E. W. Johnston. Russell Nicoll, Henry
Briggs and others.

Looking shead to the time the District would necd mose
space for s headquariers than the former First National Bank
building on Cantalowpe, George Schisler proposed that the
board purchase for $1922.%0 Loe 17, Seceon 5. TéS, RBE, a
parcel of 29,3 acres nonth of the milroad and norih of Avenue
32 off Tyler, The board 1ok an option on the propeny for
8500 on Dec, 1, _

The canal contract was received Jan. 3, 1935, the board or-
dered it recorded and  validation  proceedings  instituted.
Legulation validating the canal contract amd the apreement
berween Imipenal and Coachella on Feb. 14, 1934 was passed

and sagned that same day by Governor Frank Meram. Thanks
were extended Assemblyman Phillips and Senator L. ). Difani
for their help.

Arizona had not been idle, besides suing o halt construction
of Parker Dam, it had also proposed a contract for Colorado
River water that met with objections from California water
users, The board authorized sciring up 3 wax assesor and collec.
tor's office,

In May 193% Anderson reported on a np over the roune and
at the same time checking start of construction of the canal,
from near Por Holes and Pilor Knob abong route of man canal
and proposed route of Coachella Branch. Accompanying him
were Attorney Shaw, B, B, Williams, E. . Sullivan, and John
Graham. The U. 5. Biological Survey discussed making a game
refuge on Salven Sca below the minus 230-foot contour,

In August Dr. Forbes was in Washingron 1o discuss the Dis-
et s application for financing 1s capacity in the canal. A
proposal to establish a Desert Plant Historical Monument

ua Tree Mational Monument) included District lands and
the Diistrict protested asking exclusien of lands in which the
canal would be located. A resolution was adopied in Seprem.-
ber that the Salvon, Dios Palmas, and Fish Springs Arcas be ad-
ded o the Distrsee.

Dr. Mead's death was reporved in Janwary, The distric in
February joined representatives of upper basin states touring
the canal and stodving uses Califormia planned o make of
Colorado warcr, the MWD sccpage question came under
discussion again,

Five Divissons Set U

Voters in the districe reumed Gridley and Hicks 1o office
and agreed that five divisions be established with the boand set
up 25; Palm Springs with 190,894 acres, Indio wath 191,235,
Coachella with 195,574, Thermal with 189,993, and Meoos
with 184,303 acres,

Aunorney Shaw representing the District in the Anzona sui
in Washingron was to urge the Secretary of Inenior 1o carry our
plans and location surveys for construction and completion of
the main canal to Coachella, completion of Imperial Dam., and
carry out ficld study of drainage, and laterals.

In July, 1936, the board adopied a resolugion, after a hear-
ing with state division of highways, county road depanment,
the United Statcs Corps of Engincers, and the Stormwater
Dristrice, calling for a plan o develop a flood provection and
WALET CONSEMVALION Program.,

Hicks reponed thay the Southern Pacific was willing 1o sell
kand in the Whitewater debis cone for spreading purposes for
£3,378.75, with one-fifth cash, and onc-fifth cach year at six
pecr cont wneil paid.

The Distnict .::\Ppmprhltd $20.000 for the Burcau of
Reclamation for final plans, designs dnd location surveys of
main All American Canal 1o Coachella Valley and for construg.
wen of capacity for Coachella in the main canal, It was reponed
that 75,000 was available fram the government to the Bureau
of Reclamation for this work, prompuing the Distner to again
irnsast surveys s1an before Dec, 1

Phil Swing was employed as special counsel o asis in ge-
ting the final plans started. On Seprember 26, 19356, the board
met with John C. Page, acting Commissioner of Reclamation,
E. K. Burlew, executive assistant to the Seorerary of Inicriog,
and Swing to dizcuss the progec.

Dr. M. R. Hubbery, assisiam professor of Department of
Ierigation Investigations and Praciees of the Unviersity of
Califernia, and Professor Arthur Pillsbury of ULC. LA, soughi
the Diserict s cooperation in preparing a cooperative survey of
the valley. The board authorized the project which plated



rl::ﬁ::nd wells on 2 map,

Dristescr, which had been asssnng in many of the fun-

crrond of the wite Abaternens Districe, heard a repore by

E. P. Carr and H. W, Elliote and ar the July 11, 1936, meeting

expressed pleasure in work of the district as a separate cnny.
MWD Tunncl Study

Engineer Adams was direcred 1o report on amount of water
flowing into the MWD Cabazon tunnel and its effect on the
Diserict’s watenshed flow. General Manager Percy Day and
Direcvor Lee Anderson went to Yuma and reponed '“some sur-
veying in progress this side of divi;iuntroint ncar Calipatria,”

In Movember discussions were underway on the merger af
the Coachella Valley Stormwater District with the Coachella
Valley County Water Districe. A ball was inteoduced by Senator
John Phillips 1o accomplish this merger, SB806. The bill passed
in June and Gov, Menam signed the ac. The noxt step was an
election set for October 11, 1937,

A federal cconomy program threatened funds o sart con-
struction of the Coachella Branch. President Forbes reported
thar £1 % -millioms needed “had been divened from the canal
fund last year w Harry Hopkins relicf program.”™ Because a
mimmum of $1-million was necded 1o stan the canal, the
board wrote Washington fepresentatives 1o 5:1 the entife
amount restoned . The appropration was obaimnecid.

The orcation of the Colorado River Commission and river
commissioner was endorsed by the board. The Districr was 1o
have a representanive,

At the July §, 1937, mecting the board learned of the illness
of J. Win Wilson, publisher of the Date Palm in Indio, and by
resolution urged speedy recovery, . commenting upon  his
“sralwant and sturdy service rendercd  ths community, ™
Wilson died the next day.

Mayor Harey Moore asked the board to ssudy the Indio water
system and appoing a commmitee o repon on the adwniages of
the Dvistrict taking it over or the city asuming control. Walter
Dodge, however, presented a straw vote showang 225 in favor
and 8 opposed 1o removing the system from private ownership.

Stormwater Districe Merger

On Ocrober 11 the 'Coachella Dasirsct Merger Act”” went
before the Districes” vorers for ranification, In the water disoricy
vorcrs casi 228 vores in faver and 9 against, in the Stormwarer
Distrace the voue was 200 for and 8 against. On Oowober 16 2
joint sessaon of the two boards was held 1o canvass the vores. T,
E. Allen, fohn A, Colbern and Lee Andeson of the Stormwater
Board were in attendance, Validation proceedings were or-
dered.

The Dstrict recommended the initial capacity of the
Coachella Branch of the All American Canal should be 1300 ofs
at the paint of entrance 10 Coachella Valley. The acreage in the
Whitewarer Spreacling Area under filings was reponed o be
6900 acres. The proposcd Deep Canyon Project was inspected

by the board.
Parchase MWD Buildings

The districs purchased for 4500, from MWD, the former
hospital, warchouse, shop and garage baildings ar the Berdoo
Canyon construction camp and pro ta mave them to the
25 acre cract cast of Coachella where headquaners were 1o be
located.

The board appointed E. B. Romberg, General Manager and
Chiefl Engincer; A. T. Van Orniwm as secrerany, audicor and
eollecnor, and Percy L. Day, assessor. The board reported o the
Ciry of Indso that it was willing to proceed with installaton of a
water system for the city and vote sufficient bonds for an im-
provement districr and after five years turn the sysem over o
the city if the presens baws could be amended 1o permit such

action and transfer to Indio of unpaid bonds, Complaimts of a
flowing well on the Strawton 5alt Co. on the north shore of
Salton Sea were ordered investigaced.

F. C. Nash, A. |. Shamblin, Berr Ripple, H. L. Cavanagh,
D. H. Mitchell, B. W. Webb, ]. W. Stevenson and W, W,
Cook property ownens in the Deep Canyon assessment distria
appeared to discuss the levee plans. General Manager Bom
was direcred to present o the War Diepartmene in Indio, Mare
4, 1938, a list of projects for construction by the Army
Engineers for flood control and erosion protection in Coachella
Valley and the Whitewarer River system.

Plans for stormwarer ditches in the Oasis arca were owtlined
for a delegation appearing before the board in February 1938
consistng of Syl Sl:.nd-m-nn. ohn Laxurka, H. L. Ramsey, Ira
Goodpasiure, M. T, Broaded, and Joc Moreno, Applications ro
the Indian Service for permits for channels had been made.

Max Cawthon was contacted to sink the domestic well on the
Dastrece's mew property. At the March elecoon Buck, Anderson
and Forbes were re-clected. A deed for 2703 acees in the
Whitcwater debris conc was received from the Southern
Pacific.

The flogd of March 2, 1938, caused considerable damage 10
stormwater chanmels and the Distrsce applied to the aae for
§80,000 in emergency flood relicf funds, to repair, relocate and
reconstruct the channel from Indio to the Sea. The state ap-
proved 10,000 in July,

First Canal Bids

Specifications for the first 43 miles of the Coachella Branch
of the cana! were ready and studied by the Distrce. Bids were
opencd i Yuma on June 3. It was reporied that the Impernial
Drisericy has purchased 104,000 acres of Southern Pacific lands
below the 2 30.font cantour.

In prepaning to move w new headguarners July 1 the Disrice
sought 3 new railroad crossing, which the rmilroad commission
approved, In the meantime the Hinkle crossing was 1o be used
with an aceess road built. On April T 3 temporary stormwaner
protective works permit was obtained from the Indian Service
for the Tores-Marunez Reservation and a final peomit was
agreed when consent of allotees was received. Can and Ramon
Creck protective works in cooperation with the staic were ap-
proved bt stave funds were not available,

The Bureau of Reclamation’s Counsel Coffey and District
voumsel began drafung the contract for the water discnbuotion
system and draimage and protection works, in June of
1938, Meanwhile on advice of Burcau engincers the proposed
Salt Creek water appropriation and reservair plans were aban.
doned. Cost of the new administration center, manager’s
residence, well, pump and other improvements were estimated
at §24.698.19.

Imperial Dam was complered and dedication was held Cie-
tober L8, 1928,

The Dustrice was asked 1o study the feasibiliey of installing a
Thermal warer system or taking over the present one owned by
Mes, W, E. Aldeoman and her daughier Gilbena (Hanmon)
by K. M, Wood. Mrs. Alderman had cxpressed an ineness o
dispose of the system, The district decided against a com.
petinve system and the sale was not consummaced. (Tr was noa
until 1966 that the Thermal system was added a growing
distrsct domesoic warer system. )

_ hasis Propect Bid

The Casis flood control projec bid was ket 1o V. B, Dennis,
San Ducgo, for S$104.401.30, which amount was deposiced by
the Sware. Shaw advised board papers were complere on Oasis
rights of way except for 26 and thar John Dody, Indian Super-
ntendent, had reponed sienamres on individual releases and
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FIRST MATIVE CITIZENS OF COACHELLA VALLEY

Taken abowt 1913, tbis photo hows Cradarelle Conrtwey, lef, firit baby borw i Indio v 1898 awd wext to ber the fiest bay, David
F.u"gm. Farm 1500 Ik phemr dre oo Giierii u..lr Crndarells, Lueelle smidl Vinds frau;!n:] alf bevrm o Twafic. The _If:-.lfr.-.-_r;.a way faken iw
Jrowi af the Conriney bowre sanily of Mifer on Towne Streer abont wheve the Sonshern Caltforms Gan office i focavred

CAMTINCN

By December 12 the supplemenial comisor for larerals was
feparicd ready by the Burcau of Reclhimation's Counsel, Colfey,

Thc maer of the canal route which proposed a power deog
cast of Coachella which would develop an estimared 2734 hoase
power of 12,350,000 KWH per year and produce 3 revenue of
£61.750 [PCT year at a drl.'rln:rprnrm coit of 5218, 700, was grven
new siody. Manager Komberg recommended i, Bowever
J.h.a.nllnl:llll.g thic Fl:n wasttle save $2 14, 8O0

The low bid for seovan pwo of the Coachella Canal went to
Maormson-Knudsen Co, foe $2.279,.212, 51 i Juie 1935

In July 1939 the coss of crosing the flood channel and
railroad and highway twice with the two canals proposed dicw
doubis if the savings in building the rower FENCTALING #0C
wiould warrant costs, Burcau Engineer Foster urged distnicr 1o
iil'll:lll'lll IH.'I.':I.II-" II'II: |n-'|.'|. |'|[ WALTT 'H'DIJIEI EI.'FI‘:I.![ 1% DOsy

The Districe was asked 1o rake over the Lo Quinea Storm
[irarnd and the boand fook the matter under adviscrment. Carl
Zimmerman woote the board that he was unable 1o work his
wingsten deposit because of weather. The continuing decline
in the water table was reported at 1.6-fieet in lower valley, La
Ouinta to Traverune Poant. Some 57,000 acres weie on the
delingquent tax rolls, and che firse wax resale plan was proposed

H2

. V. Hutorical Society Colfection

In Jamuary 19490, the Budget Burcaw cur the $2-milflions m
budget appropriation for the canal in hall, But the Burcau of
Reclamanon say ne ket up in work wanl chird contract nme,
which, according o0 Commussoncr John C. Papge, would be
rcady in owo months. Congressman Harry Shepard  had
restored $500,000 o the canal fund, bur further cuis were
fearcd becaise of deflense propram necds, Mr. Cronhalm of the
L. 5. Corps of Engincers proposcd a nine-mibe long dam in the
upper valley 1o Lm[mumrﬂaih flooads, An carthquake in May
1940 damaged che canal under comstrucrion in Impenial YValley,

In Aupust the annual groumdwater repon showed waner
levels falling at the average rate of theee feer a year, The first
section of the canal was complesed in June 1D, 43,4 males
frosrn mugin camal vo Miland . Thie second wecrion fram Miland o
Mormar was under constructon, The government repotned
the canal 31 % compleved on June 30, but doubaed if any new
coniraces will be let for some time, since u|1|:.' A0 D00 wak in
the canal fund

The Disarscy and Burean engineens were checking over plans
for building employee howsing on the Districc’s propeny and
the oard approved the project. Enginece Romberg authorized
1o proceed by condemnation to acquire necessary lands for
building Deep Canyon spreading grounds, The project was



50 % complese by Dec, 9, 1940,

Halwville planned a celebration wo mark the first delivery of
canal water on Ocr, 12 and members of the board arended.

In January 1941 the board decided 1o make delivenes of
canal warer to cach 40 acre parcel instead of cach 80 acre parcel
and use an underground pipe delivery system. Classification of
the soils was ordered preliminary ro investigation of the under-
ground system design.

Palm Sprngs presented o pettion and withdrawal form
secking exclusion of the Palm Springs area from the wacer
deerict and stormwatee districe, An omendmoent o the warer
oodde was passed by the lepshanure and the Distrior turmed over
tax assesung and collecting 1o the county excepe for water taxes.
Another bill permiting improvements by special sssesmene
dmtrict, such o Deep Canvon Project, to be assumed and
maintained by the District had passed the legislanure,

Final Laguna Payiment

The District’s annual report showed the final payment of
§77.287.68 made on the Laguna Dam Contract. The Distrace
was pow “free of debn,'” with no bonds or obliganom
Cathedral Ciry stormwarer channel improvements completed
and cooperation of landowners commended,

A report on the Valley's Indian lands showed a toral of
14,041 in Improvement Disericr Mo, 1, of which 8,740 were
irrigable, 4,223 wemporarnly irngable, and 1078 non-rrigable.

The District wnitiated 2 hearing March 22, 1941, on the cx-
clusion of the Palm Springs arca from the water and stormwaner
districes, It was pointed our thar while cessation of pumping for
irrigation m bower valley would decrease :m:rdral':. the lands
only in Improvemnent Districe No, | were benefined by the
canal.

Dhirector J. W, Newman outlined the reason for the large
Dhstrice boundanies established in 1918, saving: ““When this
district was first organized there was no allocarion of warer.
There were diversons being made in the apper eod of dhe
valley: the one which started this was the diversion of warter
from San Gorgonio inte Banning Canyon. This waret divesied
into Banming Camvon was water which would have come down
i the Whitcwater Bwver. Under the imperus of thar, the
County Water District was orpanized to conserve and do
anyihing we ¢ould 1o bring in more water to the Valley ragher
than o have it divened our. These water sights have all been
adjudicated and that 5 all now sertled. This accouns for the im-
mense spread of the Districe o stan wih, ™

Direceor Alvah Hicks, Palm Springs, poimied out that the
water filings 1o be used in this valley, as shown by the Division
of Water Resources, *is 119,000 acre feer per anoum . . . Palm
Springs domestic use was 3] inches or 1400 acre fect per an-
num. " The direciors vared o exclude the area,

Ditecrar Hicks resigned Aprl 24, 1941, and new Division
boundaries were set up for the direciors, E, Keith Farmar, Indie,
was named o sig Hicks on May 22 in Divisien Ma, 2, The
Depariment of Interior reported there were 160,000 acres in
the irrigable area of the Districe with 300 farms now supporting

13,000 people. Talks opened in Washingion 1o obtain scparare
contract for serving Indian lands,

Augusr flopds in Mecca area prompred firss ssudies leading
to plans for the Eag Side Dike to protect canal,. highways, and
valley propernics.

Bids far the third section of the Coachells Canal were
opened Ocr, 27, 1M1, but becawse higher than estimanes and
because of inability vo insure priority of materials due to the
defense program. the bid of Morrison-Knudsen was rejecred.
The Corps of Engineers was requested 1o make a ssudy and sur-
Wy ﬂflhr nnn-d contial Hqui!rm:n:; an |;I'|.-|: Whi:mtn’ R:i'ﬂ;‘i‘.

The board by resolution asked the Depanmient of Intcrior no
to commsacher bilding any distnbution works to the Los Palmas
arca after learning that the Burcau of Reclamation’s soil survey
resonmrmcnced agarnsg sefvice.

Thie rejection of bids on the thrd section brought new and
inensive cifors on the e of the board o obeain wp-
propriavions and prionnies for sieel to permit work to go ahead,
The events on Dec, 7, 1941, dashed those hopes for many
vears, although the board made many efforts through many
channcls 1o get emergency approvals, Lee Anderson was sent 1o
Washingron and Phil Swing was contacied for supporr. Com.
miteees of the stane legislature supported the continuance.

The Districy sdvised the government thar 13,000 dcres were
being irngabeed with @ crop value of $1, 800,000 and thar i was
estimated thar 125,000 would be irmigated under the canal thai
would have 3 crop value in excess of 15,000,000 if the canal
was completed

The growing of guayule, rubber plants, was given intensive
study and promoticn with the valley proposed for such plan.
tng in otder 1w inctease its priofty posstion for complevion of
the canal, Growers listed 5000 acres svailable for puayule. The
Deparntment of Agriculiure agreed with this proposal, but the
canal project was hels” up through 1942, First discussions of the
proposed Mexican Water Treary began. D, Forbes argued thar
600,000 acre feer of water for Mexico from the Colorado was
sufficient based on present use than the 750,000 acre feer un-
der comderanion,

Snyder General Manager

During the summer of 1942 3 number of resignations of of -
ficers of the district occured and |. H. Soyder, civil engineer,
was employed August 1 a8 General Manager and Chief
Engincer. The Army leased the District's warchouses for the
Camp Young, Desent Training Center, and the District learned
that the Army was proposing an Air Support Command Base a1

Thermal, The government condemned 2540 acees ar Thermal
June 2,

Phil Swing sdvised che dustrice $3,000,000 now available in
canal funds bur only when materials available will the Bureau

of Reclamation ler the contracy for the Morimar o Indio Sec-
vion, The Diricr filed an applicanion with the War Production
Board to construct 22 miles of canal. The Districe advised in has
10,000 acres available for growimg guavule bue only water for
300 acres. The 4000 tons of steel required for the canal proved
a grear stumbling block, however. Repeated pleas were rejected
including that :Flhr impottance of providing food and fibre 10
B NALBON 3L WaT.

The Mexican Water Treaty conferences by the Commirtee of
Snereen in Santa Fe in Aprl and May, 1943, brought growing
concern 4s o the treaty which would grane Mexico warer thar
would take future priorines. California waged the strongest
fight and was highly crincal of Arizona for not raking a stonger
siand agains the proposed rreaty. The Army Engincers made a
flood control study of the east side along rowte of canal con-
tour. The Demicon gave the Army permission 1o use lands in
Deep Canyon for Desert traming, President Forbes went 1o
Washingron secking War Food Adminperation assistance in
getting canal work staned again, pointing our the canal was
within five miles of area to be served, The Nevada California
Electnie syseern i the lower valley was sold w0 Impenal
Ierigation Distrsce in Seprember 1943,

Win WFB Approval

In Ocrober the War Production Board approved the canal
Frﬂil-‘:l from Mile 86.5 o Mile 133.3 (27 miles) with provisions
of eemporary umbening and other devices.

The board incorparated a5 8 War Food Project and discussed
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secking financing for leveling 26,000 acres in project, of which
17,000 could be broughe inwo i, Forbes and Shaw went 1o
Washingron to request the Bureau (o stavion 3 ressdent canal
engincer in Coachella. 1o speed up land classifications, and 1o
scek funds for leveling lands, Bids for the canal were o be
opened Jan, 15, 1944, )

In January 1944 the Burcau of Reclamation was authorized
o proceed with 25 houses on the Districn headguaners area.
On Feb, 12 the Districe adopred a formal resolution calling for
an underground disinbuson system 1o each 40 acres of
ierigable land, Iy was poineed our thar surface deliveries made
land leweling mare dil%:ult. took more fand out of production,
would permit more accurate measurements of wager use,
provide beoer weed control, and would be most economical 1o
operate and maintain. The Burcau of Reclamartion was
suthorized o complete the East Side Flood Conrral Dikes for
the Army Engincers but held up work more than two years,
Priority permis for new wells drew Dustrice obpections.

Include Dieminage Wioeks

Dielays in the canal construcnon b for under the War
Production Board sent Presidemt Forbes o Washington, A
cooperative disinage, land wic and cxpenmenial staton
federal agencics, the Salinity Laboratory, Extenston Scrviee an
District was discussed in April 1944, a3 need for drainage test
welli was seen, Inclusion of drainage works in the distribution
contract was authonzed, and the Dustrice advised the Burcaw of
Ecclamation it had been ready wo exeoute such a contract the
past three years,

Californa voted 550,000 1o fight the Mexican Warer Treary.
In July the Discrict refused to permat cancellation of the ). F
Shea contract for canal excavavion, 'Well levels had dropped an
average of four feet the past year and the board was adamant in
its sgandd that Shea complete his contract, Since the Districe had
the final word on whether Shea should be released, the Board

revailed and Shea was obligated to continue work. It deman-
ded he get work underway in Seprember, 1944,

In December the board and Burcau discussed possibilinics of
purchasing the La Quinta Hotwel property for $250,000 com-
prising the hotel and grounds and 400 acres of agriculrural land
of which 130 acra were under culuvanion. The proposal was
abandoncd because of the time it would take to acquire the
land and the nced for housing was present now. The soils
classification preliminary figures showed 92,000 acres irrigable.
The board was successful in reducing a proposal thar would
have set up o countywide flood control district and with Palo
Verde lirigation Districy were able wo exclude the owo districes,

Because of insistence of the Burcau of Reclamation in in-
cluding the 160-acre limitation clause in the proposed
distribution and drainage contracy, the board explored means
of financing the construction of the distribugion syszem
through bonds. Leland Kaiser expressed an interest in the por-

I,

o Forbes Death Mourned

On January 31, 1945, the valley was gricved 1o learn of the
death of Dr. Harey W. Forbes in Washington, D. C., while
secking action on the canal project and dinbugion system
contract. The board s resolution referred to him as **a leader, a
wise counselor, a kindly man. and a dear friend. During the 12
years . . . he saw visions of the valley of the future slowly bu
surely become realivies.”” Similar resolutions were adopred by
the Colorado River Board of which he was o member many
vears, His dedication to the District was evidenced when the
board was advised by the amorney handling Mr, Forbes' estare
that Dir. Forbes had made the Distesce the ultimane beneficiary
under his will, Two-thirds of the income from his estare was 1o

b

go w his wife durning her lifcume, onc-third 1o his sister. On
the dearh of Mrs. Forbes two-thirds would go o the sister and
one-third 1o the district, and on the sister’s death the estate
would go o the Disorice. J. H. Snyder was named as one of the
exceutors and trustees as well as special administrator,

On March 5, 1946, Haery L. Ramscy of the Oaus arca was
named 1o replace Dir, Forbes with Division 3 on the board. Ted
C. Buck was clecred president and E. Keith Famrar, vice
president, ar the ame mecting,

Rumblings of Discontent

Rumblings of discontent were heard in the Disorion in 1945
and 1946 againse the Burcau of Rechamaton™s “‘often im-
possible cerms”’ and "unwillingness'' 1o keep the board and s
staff advised. The Bureau was considering secking a second
repayment coniract because the cost of the canal was going o
be £2,300,000 more than the onginal agreement. The districe
made a prescntation to members of Congress; it asked
Representatives Shepard and Phillips w get action on the

distnbunion contracy, and reduction of what they
believed were “excessive overhead”' charges, Eleven years had
passed since signing of the 1934 contrace. The Bureau was in-
sasting that no mare work be done aficr completion of the Shea
contract unless the supplemental contract was approved, and
thiar the land lmication clause be .

To facillicate soudies of privare financing and studies of cthe
Burcau's records, the firm of Leeds, Hill, Barnard and Jewett
was hired as copsulting engineers through December 1945,
The board decided, also, to build 3 high-presure line acros
the valley 1o serve Casis anca, abandon the plan for a power
drop cast of Coachella and build one canal around Indio o the
West Sude

The volume of acovity required the board o hold wo
meetings a month, which it had done since August of 1945 A
memorandum of agreement was approved Nov, 1 in which the
Dstrice agreed 1o seek legolation (o make the east side dike
construction  non-reimbursable, and thar the  160-2cee
limitation would be a pan of the proposed dsmnbution con-
wract. By the end of the year contracys had been proposed for
completion of the canal w Avenue 57 on the west side of the
valley.

In January 1946 the Cathedral Ciy area was excluded from
the warer detrict and stormwarer dmarsct ar a public hearing,
the exclusion included all bur 40 acres of Section 33,

The dustrict in cooperation with the Salinity Laboratory and
the University of California was studying the value of drainzge
wells, one being put in operstion on the Easley ranch, A
Coachella Valley Test and Demonsiration Plod agreement was
signed, in which the Extension Service would oversee the plor
later obrained on Highway 99, The problem of housing the
employes of construction firms building the canal prompred
the Dustrict vo wrge 2 Coachells public housing project,

By May 1946 work on the canal completion had progressed
at such a “'show rate™ the board adopted a eritical resalution
forwarding it 1o the Bureaw and membern of Congress, Counsel
Shaw carned the district's protcses back 1o Washingron.

On July 1, 1946, because of 2 conflict of interest of Councsel
Shaw, the board asked County Counsel Earl Redwine to handle
the Districe s legal affairs until permanco armangements were
made. Redwine presented a draft of the proposed distribution
contract he had prepared prior to conference with the Buearu
of Reclamation July 9. On July 22 Redwine was rerained as
Diserien counse| retroacuve vo July 1,

At o special meeting January 6, 1947, the Board approved
the final draft of the proposed $10,500.000 contrace for con-
aruction of distribunon sysem and drainage works, and



Avenue 57 was agreed as the terminus fior the canal, due 1o the
lack of a supplemental contract, The contract was submioed
the Dusarict Secunies Commission,

Meanwhile the Secretary of Interior wiote that while he ap-
proved of the contrace as 1o form the Districr would have 1o
sign a supplemental contract i lhr; amount of £1%_ 506, 168,
which the Distrien refused w0 sign. After conferences in
Washingron, the District and Burcau came 10 an agicement on
a 513,500,000 distribucion contract which would elminare the
cross-valley drop lateral, and delivery to lands on the Wese Side
below Avenue 37 would be made by a high pressure line from
the cast side of the valley. The Wien Sede dike pmjm was
dropped. The East Side dike was 1o be non-reembursable, Since
the contract approved carly in Janwary was unacceprable the
District withdrew its application for approval 1o the Securitics
Ciommission

On April | the board formally approved the $13, 500,000
comtract and resubmitted ic o the Commussion. President Ted
C. Buck resigned May 5, 1947. Mectings in Washingion, the
suppor of Senacor Knowland, and conferences in Boulder Ciry
began to get Burcau of Reclamation action. Landowners in
Mecca area were propasing wemporary delivery of water through
CMCIgency canals or spructures but the Districe was reluciant 1o
give permission in view of the unsable appropnaion problems
and the Burcau's aptitudes.

In June 1947, the Dustrien had again reached 2 salemace
with the Bureau of Reclamation as to terms of the contract,
refusing to amend the 1934 conract, refusing to bear the cost
af the &4, 500,000 Eaw Side dike and drrﬁ:.ﬁdi:hn that the 10-
year development period be desipnated. However, the Distract
gencrally prevailed and an Auguss 7 approved as o form a now
draft of the contracr. Bids were called on the East Side Dike
Seprember 10, On Auguss 26, G. L. Richey, Indio, was named
to succeed Buck on the Board. Farrar, whoe had been vice
president, was elecied president of the board. Lee Anderson
was elected vice president. The final revised draft of the con.
vrace wis 1o be subminted 1o the valley vorers. A public hearing
was held Ociober 11 on the lands 1o be benefiited.

The special elecion on the distnbunion contract was held
Diccember 17, 1947, and voters rarified the contract by 3 vote
of 1137 w 19,

Indian Lands Repored
In 1948 a repont lised the Augustine, Cabazon, Torres-

Martinez Indian lands totalling 32,341 acres (8.21% acres
alloacd, 13,400 wribal lands of which 12,775 were agreculoral,
230 now farmed in Improvement Discricy Mo, 1, There were
230 enrolled members, OF the lands 21,61% were in the Distrio
boundaries and 7,310 in the Salon Sea Rescrve, )

The District’s officers made trips 1o Washingron regarding
getring water 1o the Indian lands and geting contracs ler for
construction of Units 2, 3and 4 of the |f!-1 ribugics SySEem.

The Districe was studying flood protection for Car and
Ramon Creeks. A June | recall election resuleed in | W
Mewman reramming his directoship, defeanng Howard Jen-
pings. Board members were Keith Farrar, Presidens H. L
Ramsey, G. L. Rirchey, Lee Anderson and Newman,

Cement Plant O

The House Committee on Indian Affains visived the valley
the District’s trailer howsing projece was completed. A
proposed cement plant near Windy Point and Whitewater
drew the board’s opposition. In July the furst applications for
::'mpnhr:.' r;nal watef dcllvrﬂ' Was l'l:"l:'n'lt'l'l I!'mm Shell Bamch
at 111 and Madison: Albere Keck 111 east of canal; Kennedy
Bros. Ave. 54 and Jefferson; W, H. Kersteiner and Tom Sakai
Ave. 48 and Madison, and George Keller Ave. 50 west of Jef-
ferson, other applications from Russel-Alexander, Soevning
and Bowlin, Mcl Kent, George Gonzales, Eddic ﬁpndit. Wom.
F. Carey, Ben Marrs,

July 22 3 beavy rain in Ls Quints and Bear Creek caused ex-
tensive damage to the Coachella Canal and farm lands.

From August through December 1948, the completion of
the canal brought a number of additional applicatiens four
cemiporary deliveries even as the Birst unies of the desnbuton
syanem were under construction: Leonhardr Swingle, Crame
Ranch, Ralph Lucci, W, O, Tyson, George Applegarth, Chi-
ford Burr, and C. H. Hill applied.

The Ellioe Report “*Plans for the Coachella Valley™™ were
being dusaributed i December by the Dhistnce and County
Planning Commission, in what was the forerunner of valley
compechensive land wse plans.

The Disgrect abandoned 18 mx assesor and collecior’s office
and agreed that beginning in 194930 1ax year the county
waotld asiess and collect Diserice taxes

Citing the necessity to asswre the quality and quantity of
witer in the more than 8,000 acres the Districy held for flood
contrel and water spreading in the Windy Potne-Whitewarcr
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“LEVELING LAND
Riversicle County Supervisor, when be

. . &y the Sweat of one s Brow, mecluding the borer™ |
seribed rhis phote of ba farher, €. E Cook. Valley leader and early planier of imporied

. - war pive phraie e by Welftam Cood, forsrer

date offihoots tn the area of Cook Road morth of Highway 111, scene of thix phote war taben in the carly 192075, Node cifras free
Im:.m.rmg.i. The ranch Jlﬂkn-#u'.rmm damage iw the 1927 Rood from Deep Canyon ana the \Fhiieivdier River chammel,

atea, the Disrict opposed the construction of a cement plant
which could pollute the underground and retard and impair
the spreading operations.

Diesgrer Takes Operanion of Canal

In February 1949 the Districe and the U, 5. Bureau of
Reclamation agreed 1o a proposal 1o wirn over the operation of
the Coachella Branch of the All Amencan Canal from north of
the lowest wurnout for the East Mesa 1o the end of the canal ar
Avenue 37 s well 43 the protective works and the compeeed
distribution laterals for temporary operations and mainienan-
ce, Regional Direcror E. AL Motz agreed wo ourn over the canal
in 60 days or sooner,

Requests for flood protection for the La Quints area were
received by the Discrict. A water rave of $1.30 per acre foor
with a 50¢ gane charpe adopred in March.

Warning signs were placed on canal roacds to discourage use
and trespasing signs also ereceed on the canal when it was ac-
cepted for operation and maintenance on March 23, Plans for
the Palm Valley szorm channel for water from Car and Bamon
Crecks approved by the Diserict and Seace. Rights of way were
being obtained. As dusribution laerals were completed they
were tumed over 1o the District for operation and maintenance
by the Burcau of Reclamation,

In June the Dt fequested the Burcau o tum over
£2%2,000 in equipment and howing soguired and used by the
Bureau for mavniaimng the Coachella Branch of the canal since
the equipment had been obiained and howsing bt under the
1934 and 1947 contraces. On the 20th the Bureau transmitied 2
copy of the Int of available equipment. Wasteways 2 and 3
were complened.

High Pressure Line

Unlll Mo 1 Hi%: Fh:nurc l|E||'I.l: WS nult'lplcln:]. [ ﬂ'::.'li. the
tower wai wer o be complered m July, Unis 2, 5 and 4 pope
laying was ncarly complete except for some structures. All but
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— €. V. Mriroreal Socrety Colfeciton

three miles of Unit 3 was complere. Pipe was beng lid in
Linie 6. Unne 7 bids were 1o be opened in August, All over the
valley disuribution lines and laterals were being laid. To house
workers the Distrsct was operating a 50 dwelling unit and a 36
unit vrailer park in Coachella. A request for five fish ponds ad-
joining the canal was presented the Districe by the C. V.
Wildlife Propagacion Club and the Siare Fish and Game, one
near the storm channel west of Indio. A valleywide recreation
districe was also being proposed.

Diistratt Presiclent Keith Farrar and Counsel Earl Redwine
went o Washington o press the Dsaniet's claim for the
housing on the Dusirice’s beadquaners grounds, A week of
mectings ensucd, mostly spent in trying to see the Seeretary of
Intenor. The Districr insisted the housing and remaining
cquipment had been purchased from funds appropriated for
the eanal system.

““The Secretary fimally came out of his office and said if we
would draw up a resolution he would accepr it. We did it by
ielephone. Redwine dictated it and the Distoict board in
Coachella adopted it, and [ signed it as President. Tt was accep-
ted and the Diestrict got to keep the $252,000 in housing and
equipment,” Famar recalled,

In Ocrober the Disncr board adopted a policy that it would
build the main drainage lines to benefit arcas not individual
land owmens.

The year 1930 opened with the Palm Valley Storm Channel
complered, Seate Engincer Ed Hiap was sent best wislies on liis
retirement. An agncultural cest plot was being operated by the
District in cooperation with the Agriculiural Extension Service
on Thermal Airport lands. The University was being unped 1o
gssume operation. The delay in completion of Unir 9, Mecca
ArCa, Wis CAUSHE CONCCTn

Flri::linu Water Rules Adpicd
Rirchey and Anderson were reappointed 1o the dissrict board



and Charles Faullaber was appoisted to siccced Harry Ramsey
in the Oasis arca, Farrar and General Manager Joe Snyder wene
o Washingron 1 scck appr frafIome B :nmpl-:'lt' the
£13, 500,000 distribution system IJEﬂjul'l.' 1 Farrar resegned and
L. F Clause was ;.frl;!mm;pd to the wacancy on the hnll'd Th:l.t
month the firs and repulatiens for delivery of migation
warer were adopred. The Senate Intenior Committee approved
£1,64%.300 for the Coachella Progecr. In August Company A,
Californis MNational Guard, was given permission 1o use the
arca nonh of the derenuon dike from Monroe o Dillaen Koad
for training purposes, The Distnice was proceeding to obtain a
right of way for a dike and reservoir between Avenues 56 and
%9 and for an evacuarion drain for the proposed wess side dike
along Avenue &4,
Protected Adjudicated Water Rights

Several vimes duning che past several yeans the disinc,
protecting the adjudicated rights o surface flows from the
Whirewater and San Gorgonio River watershed had oppoted
new of increased 3 lrpmpn:umm. of wager. In Augrust the bill 1o
provide thatr the United Stanes puaranece extension of lawcrals
to Indian lands, provide for land classafication and contraces for
water deliveries was passed and went o the President for
ugnature. The District filed application for a radio station and
lisense 1o serve Distrion vehicles.

In September the District obtained ownership of the Districe
housing on the headquarters sres for use by Distnioy personinel.
The Bureau of Land Management was urged pot 1o withdraw
public lands in the spreading area for five-acre homesieads,
Hugh M. Gallaher was em s general manager and chicf
engincer 10 succeed Joseph Snyder who remamed as a con-
sullting coginecr,

Durning the years 1948 through 1930 landowners sought
temporary of intermediate deliverics of water from the canal as
lacerals were bauilt amd extended, being anious oo gen land un-
der cultivation, The board, deluged by mg,u:ﬂ. often could
make no promises as 1w delivery daes and were stymied by
many factors, inleuding the slowness of federal fund ap-
propriaiens and problems of surging in the water lines, Lan-
downers outside the disrict bnunrﬁznn were being continally
advised thar there was no canal warer available, no lines would
be buile 10 mon-agriculiural lands, and admonshments of
patience were often expressed,

Secpage studics on the Coxchella Branch, drainage studics
on Shady Lane and the Airport, and operation of the canal and
the disgnbution laterals occupicd the Dot duning 1951,
Snyder and Redwine, Distnice Counsel, made tnips o
Washington seeking complevion of the distnbunion sysiem in
Unees & and 9, la Qumrl ancd Mecoa areas, Sovder rengned as
comsulting engincer in July to go to Hanford, Washington, Lee
Anderson, vice president, was named prcndrnl. on May 8 with
Mewman as vice president.

A Greyhound bus collided with a Distret vehicle ar the jun-
ction of the highway w Blythe and the canal road and ended
up in the canal on July 27, The same month water fates were
raised 1o £1.90 per acre foor, and a mdi communications
system was authonized, _ :

By Ordinance 855 the Distrece established a policy o cxiend
irrigation distribution lines on the basis thar the applicam
deposin ane-half the cost, the balanoe on complenon, and thar
these coses would be refunded to the applicant on the basss of
one-half the warer charges semi-annually,

Surplus Land Dirawings Planncd

The Dwvisson of Beaches and Parks made an ingquiry regar-
ding water service for the state park on Salvon Sca and the nise
of the Salon Sca also brought quenes from the propery

owncts, A moss screen on the canal had been undergoing 1ot
andd o sevond screen was recommended. Faulbaber was named
representative o Land Scttlement Board to schedule drawings
for veterans for government and surplus valley lands.

The Burcau of Reclamation's request for a supplemental
contract 10 complere the disiibution system opencd a series of
mectings that exvended over many moenths, The Diserice’s at-
rirwde was that the original contract called for completon aff
the works and the couns must decide the Baue,

The year 1952 saw many laterals extended under the werm of
Ordinance 8%%. In Janwary the 50 trailers in the Coachella park
were ordered sold o highest bidders and the Disirict agreed ro
cnter into contracss o sorve Indian lands with the Federal
government when the dissnbution system was complete,

The Districe called for monchly repors from the Bureau of
Keclamation on progress of the distribution sysiem, made trips
to Washington in an cffort 1o resolve the need for funds for
completion. Moss control in the canal and lines was in-
ercasingly causing problems of overtime and manpower.

The Edom area requested flood conirol works. Desem Beach
{Roy Hunter) and Ralver & Co. filed suit for damages due o
rising sea. Leland Yost was named w0 excess lands appraisal
board, Diirecvor G. L. Ritchey dicd March 1%, Ted Buck was
mlmd o the vacancy July 8,

ré:mhh:m.-:_ capacity, delivery and exterion problems
mounted in the lateral distnbution system, On Apeal 22 waer
rancs were inorcased mo 83 per aore foot for fise Four acee feer,
£3. 50 for nexe owo and $4 for all over six foer,

The Ddstrice considered 4 $260,000 projece for a nent
bridge across the canal, detention and dispersion dike om the
Meoca-Blythe highway as an unwarranted expenditure.

A deleganion of farmers protesaed the prablems of moss and
wiles clogping irngavion lines and soreens and u a $3.30
water rate, which the board adopeed, $3.00 i paid in advance,

Government lands in Decp Canyon were purchased for
spreading flood warer and  providing  stormwaner
Congress approved funds to complete the dissribution system
and Prendent signed appropriation of $1419,000 on July 9,
prompuing the Board o ask for release of Unit 9 for service,
Anderson resigned as president and Ted C. Buck was clecied 1o
succeed him.

Imperial Dam Board Initiaged

The Imperial Dam Advisory Board was see up by the Burcan
of Reclamation made up of agencies receiving water from thar
dam. Salwon Sea level was minus 238.4 feet. The Dustricy
acquired title to the C. V. Test and Demonstration Plor on
Highway 99 and sought terminacion of the agreement with the
Extension Service on nIPrml'nm- Hugh Gallaher resipned as
General Manager-Chiel Engineer and ©. 5. Hale, who had
been project engincer for the Burcau on the canal and
distribution system, was named effective November 1. W, B
Wright became Fimance Officer-Auditor, Davis Dam on the
Colorado was dedicaned in Novemnber,

The Disgrect was busy with stormwater squdics an Dead In.
dian and Deep Canyon, and on May 2 public auction disposed
of the Coachella Housing Projeot, the Test Plot and
Whitewarer strwcoure. The Division of Warer Resouces
pr-u d & study of the umlugmund basin with the Dsorici

Palm Springs Water Company sharing one-half and rhe
S:::r picking up the other half of the study coss. Water raies
weee reduced in Diecember oo §2,50 per -14;:': foot. The Distric
discussed the U. 5. Corps of engineers studving West Side and
upper valley flood protecrion and controls, The work of Arthur
Pillsbury, University of California, was commended by the C.
V. Drainage Cooperative Committee. Palm Canyon flood con-
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ol studies were discussed including the problems ar Araby
Paant.

First discussions were stared with Link Belt regarding
traveling screens on the canal for mess conerol where canal en-
ters the valley system. Other studics included a Mecca anca set-
tling basin reservoir 1o settle out debris, Seepage in the unlined
canal was 3 continuing problem. Excessive imigation warer in
strects and borrow pits drew commenss.

The Palm Springs Desen Museum approached the District
regarding leasing of 230 acres in Section 28 at the mowth of
Dicep Canyon for creating a restricted desert preserve for resear-
ch. Present suppomting the proposal were Hilion McCabe.
Winficld Line, Lloyd Mason Smiath, Philip Boyd and Randall
Henderson. A lease ac 31 a year was signed January 27. On
January 20 the Districe learned of the death of former Counsel
Arvin B, Shaw,

The Burcau approved construction of the Mecca arca sentling
basin. The District expressed serious reservations abour the
Palm Canyon flood channel and protection at Araby Point.
The Burcau refused w0 wurn over the “padlocked™ Unit 9
distribution system in the Mecea arca pending o count decision.
Farmers and Dustrice agreed water wasted from uripation an
farms was the responsibility of farmers not the Disericr,

Drainage problems and rsing groundwater 1ables were
being broughe before the Board as the District began providing
master drains with farmers construceing cheir own on-the-farm
tibe dirain systcms.

On May 22 the Department of Inierior agreed 1o abide by o
U. 5. Districe court decisson, with a memorandum of undet-
standing accepied by the Do for operanion and maimeenan-
cc of Unit 9. Mecea Farmers and bocal media had been erivical
of the refusal 1o permin use of the system. The county was
urged ro set up a branch of the Coumy Assessar’s office in In-
dio, On July 1 a standby (avatlabilicy) charge of §5 per acre was
esablished on all lands served with canal water, The same
month a new irrigation hazard was becoming increasingly
serious — freshwarer clams — especially an the ends of lagerals,

Court Bules “Contract is 2 Connracy”

On Seprember 14 U. 5. Judge Harmry Westover decreed chat a

contract is 3 contract whether berween individuals or dhe
governmenr of an agency and thar the Bureau of Reclamanon
was obligated o complete the canal water discribution sysiem
for the original contrace price of §13,500,000 and no sup-
plemenital contract was required.

The District for many years had been making high water
table readings and investigations with contour maps as well as
other reluted drainage studies, designing farm ule layous,
master mains, drainage outlets, leaching, soil sampling and
well studies along with stormwater studics in La Quinta. Oasis,
Palm Desert, Rancho Mirage, Edom and Palm Canyon arcas
with topographic surveys, rinoff studies, need for dikes, and
other engincenng considerations, Groundwarer studies were
abso continuing. The 1953 crop survey showed an increase of
11,268 acres farmed.

The year 1954 saw five 1o ten new irmgation water deliveries
being made each month, in February warer orders were repor-
ted 10 have increased 300 per cemt in 30 days, The new
equalizing reservoir was built on the west side. The District
agreed to pay part of the cost of a weather forecasting station to
assist Farmers during the firost season. The Burcau advised che
District in February thar it would complete the diswribution
systemn and appurtenant works May 30 and would vacare their
office building on the headquarters site. March 20 Anpa
Elizaberth Nelsen of Thousand Palms defeated Ted Buck for
Directorship on the Board. Leon Kennedy was elected 1o
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replace Lee Anderson, who did not choose to seck reclection,
and George Leach was elected o replace C. E. Faulhaber. On
April 13 Kennedy was elected to the presidency an office he
held unril his death in 1976,

The Board asked the county 1o employ state laws to hale
WILET USCTs wasting water into county road sides. An emergency
tephacement fund For the All American Canal was ser up by
agencies served on a ten-year contribution basis.

Arizona vs California Suit

June 8 Director L. P. Clause resigned effective July 1 and
Raymond B, Rummonds was appointed 1o the vacancy July 13,
Unit 8 was completed and wrned over to the Districe for
operation and mainenance. Final design of the Palm Valley
storm channcl was completed. On July 14 the Sceretary of In-
verior advised the Distriee char 513,410,004 was the amount o
be repaid for construction of the distribution system under the
1947 contrace. The special masier appointed by the Supreme
Coun o hear the Anzona vi California Colotads River water
dispute held his organizavional meeting.

The Board rabled indefinively all applications for canal water
to Class VI lands. Dale Harrs was named forccasier for weather
station i space provided by che Districe. Differences of
opinion and engincering brought new proteses by the District
regarding interference with natural flows from proposed Coun-
t¥ Flood Control works for Palm Canyon.

The County supervisors joined the Distnct in requesting the
Corps of Engincers o complete the survey of the Whitewarer
River system for purposes of controlling the surface and flood
waters as the year 1954 drew 1o an end. Lake Small Fry was
sbandaned and parcel sold.

The annual cop repon showed necarly 8000 more scres
opened for farming in 1954,

Migrants camping on storm channels and drains promipred
the Disgrict wo ask the county to cxtablish a migrant labor
camp. The Controller General objected o relinquishing the
"povernment camp” of housing on the Disrict's hudqu:u-:u
to the Districe, The Districe contending the houses were buil
with funds for the canal contracts pursued the mamer in
Washingron, and was laver successful in obtaining postesion.
The Interior Deparement’s propasal to sell the property was
held up,

¥ Palm Deesert Surface Water Studies

Palm Dicsert surface water flooding prompred studies by the
District. General Manager Hale pointed our thay the county
planning commission consider subdivisions in Palm Desen
“only if the subdivision itself is protecied and does not go any
further."” The Board asked that adquate flood protection warks
be required for new subdivisions as 3 “'precedent condition, "’
P:;pm}- owners requested thar Deep Canyon storm channel
and Palm Valley channel be extended. Addivonal flood
protective works were estimated to cost 60,000, The pr ¥
owners agreed o acquire rights of way for extension nl the
f‘!ﬂw&l dikes, Hale took leave of absence and the board named

ell O, Weeks acting general manager and chief engincer on
May 24,

The Dhstrice entered into negotiations with the Burcan of
Land Mangement and National Park Service for exchange of
Districe’s tax deed lands in the Josthus Tree Matonal
Monument for lands ouiside. The Burean’s canal project office
wis moved o Yuma June 15, 19%%. Acting Manager Weeks
reported he had advised the Palm Desent commuteee afier a
foedd meering thae the works they were proposing for floed con-
trol were not adequate, All parties to await a Districe
stedy and completion of plans before obaining necessary
rights of way, Maps and easemenis necessary were delivered o



Palm Deseri committee (o obimin signatures. Congressman
John Phillips advised the Corps of Enginccrs had §30,000
allocated for Whitewater studics for 1956 which included an
aerial survey. July 19 minor flood hi Palm Canyon and Chasis
arcas. Dramage was dane to the canal in worse storm since canal
complered, from syphon 22 vo syphon 7. Auguse 17
Flood Contral Plans Pushed

In Scprember the Board authorized procecding 1o acquire
fee titles 1o band ncccssary for comseruction of proposed Dead
Indian Canyon stormwater protecnive works. Propeny owners
expressed approval and plans to cooperate. The District con-
timied its canal safery programs with large "'danger - no ores-
passing’” signs on canal banks and on concrete lining every
quarter mile, During the yeam, and 1935 was no cxception,
engincering and plans for the Coachella Valley Siormwaner
Drain and Whitewater River Channel continued. The year's
tepon showed 78483 acres under the distribunion system with
22,901 undeveloped and 9,182 acres pasture or fallow.

Eaily in February 1956 the District authonzed extension of
Dead Indian dike 1o Deep Canyon. Congressman Phillips ad-

EARLY INDIAN WELLS SETTLER

William P. Blasr, early Indian Wells area seitler, i photo taken
abous 1909, i thown calnvating melons on b bomeriead north
of what it mow the Erswaw Horel. The blairs led by R, P. Blsir,
were afro early well drillers in the area west of Porm Happy,

— C. V. Hitgrical Society Collection

vised the Disricr it could take posscssion of the Dstrig
housing and urged immediate tranafer from the Bureau. Tran.
sfer was made effecove July 1. ending long dispute. In Apnl
Harold A, Bromley was cloced to succeed ). W, Mewman,
from Division IV, waking office on the 10th.

On May 15, 1956, Manager Hale resigned after 3% yean
and Lowell O, Weeks was named acving general manager and
chief engincer. On May 16 Waler Wright, finance officer,
became Disinct Auditor, The same month Dead Indian Dike
Mo, 1 was completed and Dike Mo, 2 was nearly complete with
rock rip-rapping being placed.

In October the Riverside County 'Water Assonianon was
organized. On Ocwober 23 Mr. Wecks was named gencral
manager — chicl engineer effective November 1. He was
authorized 1o add new screen wnits for moss control on the

canal cach vear.
Eummands on Colorado Board
The county planming commission was invited 10 wur the
valley and see need for flood works before subdividing comain
afeas, nP-ni:II].- in fload prone arcas. J. W. Mewman resigned
as the Dasarict’s representative on the Colorado Kiver Board of
Califormia, after 10 years and on February & Dirccvor Rume-
monds was named o represent the Do by Governor
Goodwin Knight. Due o the absence of the peneral manaper
anending Arizona vs California water suit hearings, the board
appointed Keith H. Ainsworth, acting general manager. Link
Belt was awarded the contract for five verucle travelling screens
and the District authorized construction of & canal by-pass 1o
be buile at the scecen sarucoure. The Palm Valley Storm Chans
nel extension and rehabilitation approved. A bill was passed
suthorizing Indian Lands water contraces. A state warer plan
was TE:ning increased discussion.
Rancho Mirage storm channcl design was authonzod,
The House Intenor and Insular Affais Coramittee toured the
valley Ocvober 3 and met valley leaders ar 3 dinner at the Elks
Lodge in Indio. The Frying Pan-Arkansas Project was opposed
because it would diven Colomdo Warer from the nver basin,
At the same me the Districe opposed uses of Colorado River
waicr by unauthorized persons who had no contracs for such
water in the lower basin. Some Joshuz Tree Naoonal
Monuments lands were cxchanged for lands locared in the
Whitewater River warer shed and public reserve Mo, 56, the

spreading area,
First Blow Sand Conference

Scepage in the unlined porion of the Coachella Canal
prompted tests of wsing sediment and clay. Improvemenss o
the Palm Valley and Decp Canyon channels were made. The
Disersce participared in the firt major conferense on blowin
sand, (a3 problem that has incurred many meetings, studies an
thouwsands of words since), The Dinsion of Highways and
Senator Nelson Dilworth traded comments on the building of
the new interstate through the sand blow area, Mearly gwery
month in 1947 through 1960 on-farm-tile drains were insalled
on from 100 to 300 acres. Discussions were continueng with the
LI, 5. Corps of Engincers, a5 well as studics with the Sodl Con-
servation Serice, regarding flood protection for the west side
of the valley, with the District exploning every possible avenue.

In February 1938 the canal by-pass was completed and two
screen structures installed. The Feather River Project
Assoctation was gaining interest of the Dustrice with 3 member-
ship. The State Deparrment of Warer Resources was asked to
study the valley's need for supplemental water from any
pro state project. In March ©. ], Frost was cleceed 1o suc-
ceed Anna Elizabeth Nebion as Director of Division 1. Kennedy
and Leach were re-clecred from Drivision [ and V.

In March and Apeil storms cawsed flooding of channel
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crossings by maens in Deep Canyon and Palm Springs. The Soil
Conservation Service suggested that the District pursue Corps
of Engincers assistance for flood protects, The Dastricy joined
the State Emplovess Betirement system, in May, In April the
Dasarct delivered 40,697 acre fect of water, a new monthly
record, In August 1080 acres of Joshua Tree Monument lands
were cxchanged for 1480 acres of Whitcwater Kiver apreading
grounds. The Distoce adwvised the Riverside County Planning
Commission there should be no construction permitted below
the minus 220 foor contour arsund Salion Sea. The resericied
Indian Lands irrigation bill passed approving conteacts with
Secretary of Intenod providimg an irviganon syseem to valley In-
dian Lands, Lage i the year ghe Palm Canyon scormwager
channel was completed and the Rancho Mirage chanpel work
was authonzed. The Dustrict convracied o pay 19.3 oonis a
gallon for regular gasoline and 23,8 cents for premivm.

For scveral vears the Diseriet had been making improvements
to the compleved distribunion sysrem lanerals with gates, valves,
raming baftles, exchanging line meters, replacing split pipes in
cold weather, and extending Disticr mains o umprove
srigation. Farm drain gile systems were increasingly installed,
in December 1958 more than 400 acres of on-farm lines were
mnatalled and during 1950 the AVETAEE Wi between 250 amd
SO0 scres 2 month.

Supplemental Warer Needs Scen

During 1939 the District’s representatives appeared before
state waker project hearings pointing out the need for :iu]|:-
plemental warer bevause supplics were diminishing, at the
Eme u'n:u;' nprr:.ring before local agencies and r|:|||_'|.'rl'|uu'||:]r
proups discussing fueure needs, Whitewarer channel alignment
completed from Date Palm Drive to Crossley Tract in May.

e Diswrict held a seres of salinity scudy meetings with area
farmers on how to deal with and reduce soil salinity. The Ban-
nming Warer Co., Palm Springs Warer Co., Desert Hot Springs
and Coachella Valley County Water Dustricts jained in em-
ploying Bookman and Edmonsion 1o make a survey on impaor-
tation and destribution of Feather River Project water lace in
1954,

Several projecs o reconseruce of build the Whitewarter River
Channel were completed in 1960, one was the storm drain west
of Indio and north of the Blythe Highway orosang. another
above and below Ramon Road.

The Dasarice initiaved plans 1o seek a voter-approved loan for
rchabiliration and berrerment of the canal and construcuon of
westsaade dikes, and a cerminal reservorr, in March 1960, ap-
El}-ing for the loan in June. (A proposed contrace was approved

y the Board in April 1961.)

The Department of Warer Resources estimares of the valley’s
supplemental water nceds by 1990 were belicved low and the
Dustrict Board asked the Depanment o revise its estimares.
The Board signed a $%0.000 cooperatve agreement with the
Deparument to study water resources and water problems in the
groundwater basin, which could determine hydrologic charac-
tetistscs, waner quality, amount of groundwater in storage, the
delinearion and geology of the basin.

The District provested Salton Sea Community Services
Dhstrict drilling wells in Secoion 31, TS, R9E, and proposing
to transpon water from the Coachella Basin wo Desert Shores
and Salton Chy developments, pointing ouwt Improvemeny
Dhstrice MNo. | and the valley was in a state of overdraft and
there was no surplus water for export from the basin. A legal
action enpoined the exportarion plan,

Speaking before valley groups and showing films, Districe
representatives explained the Stare Water Plan which was on
the Movemnber 1960 ballt as Proposiion Mo, 1. Norman Fir-

i

ORIGINAL SWITCHBOARD
USED IN THE COACHELLA VALLEY

Thar i she lepend on the nestchbosrs’ shaows abare. The 1906
1924 bosra wan domared the Coachella Vialley Hrvtorical Society by
3. W, Newsman and & stored in the Water Divirrct 1 warebosie
auarting & valley msenm space. Flamkimg the board are M,
Gulberta Alderman Harmon, & owe-time chief operator, and Mary
Aww Bundschub Tazg renewrny scquamiance with the bogrd m
T977, and recalling they reiponded fo tidhcriberi,

fiee ifary page 69) = . ¥, Heitonea Soctery Colfeciion

tHenry was valley campaign chairman,
First Domesoe Waer Plans

The District had been studying the praciicality, necessiy
and feasibiliny of entenng the domestic warer service ficld. The
opponunity presented iselfl when the Rancho Ramon Water
Company was offered and on Movember 8 the Board
authorized the copdemnation scuon filed for scquisition,
Holdings were spread from west of Indio and from Thousand
Palms to west of Desert Hot Springs.

In February 1961 owners of 771 acres petitioned the Districy
for annexation as Improvement Diserice Mo, 10, The ares was
served by the Chocolare Mountain Mutual Warer Company.
Formal anncxation and formation began February 28, The
Salton Sea Community Services Distrace was also exploring
means o anncy the arca v the District for domestic water pur-
poses. On February 28 the Counsel and General Manger were
authotized to procecd with negotiations wo purchase the La
Cuinea Palms domicstic waner system. Two residential sysiems
developed by Macco Corp, were transferred o the disirici and
the area was organized a8 Improvement Diserice MNo. 12, ], W
Silverman and Sam Manchell of Palm Springs Panorama ac-
cepted Districr offer and wened over thar tract’s domestic
water system the same meeting. To obtain information on
proundwater in the lower valley ?ﬁrjpci-tﬂmt[tr wells were jer-
ed. The Corps of Engincers studied a proposal by the county
Mood contrel distrect for two dams, one on San Gorgonia River.

The District agreed to a legislative proposal April 11 to lorm
the Desert Water Agency a3 a special Discrict providing the
arcas served by the District were excluded, noting that all
natural waters in the valley had been *“herctofore ad-
judicared.™

At the same board meeting the Districe approved the fin
domestic water system for Palm Springs Panorama; heard a
proposal thar Cahuilla Hills become a pam of the Disoricr for
domestic water purposes; leamned than the State would contract
only with public agencies for contraces for water from the State
Warer Project; proceeded to annex all lands within the Rancho
Ramon Water Company, (and at a hearing May 23 approved



the program); compleied the fiest laeral o seeve Indian Lands
which was wurned over 1o the Districe by che Bureaw of Indin
Affairs in Section 32, T58, RSE, and learned thar cffors o
remove the Colorado River Board had been defeared because of
the opposinon of the nver water contracuing agencics and
prople served.

Dusring 1959 through 1961 contiacis were bei for alignment
of the Whiewarer River channel from Washingron o Ramon
in varnous segments including Wonder Palms 1o Country Club
and Monroe o Washingron, and the sorm  drain from
J‘:;'kmn St. west, Avenue 46 to Jefferson, Avenue 38 1o Avenue

Philip Boyd and Bandall Hendeson appeared before the
board 1o review progress on the wildlife sanctuary and Decp
Canyon protection. In June Improvement District No, 11 was
formed including about 110 sections in Riverside, Imperial and
San Dicpo Counties and annesed to the District in Aupust, An
application with the Depaniment of Warer Kesouwrces for Seare
Propect warer asked a 60,000 acre foor entitlement by 1990,
The asscrs and proceeds of the estare of Harry W Forbes, carly

residene of the Disarict, were turned over to the Diserice. The
wirict complered s first month with 8 domcitic water
department, In Seprember the Bureau of Indian Affairs com-
pleted eighe Jateral excensions o 240 acres. Anncxation of
Cahuilla Hills in Movember and other annexatons required
realignment of dirccrons divisions to make equal in siec,
Colorado Biver Water Decrion

""Expansion in Southern California based on vse of Colorado
River water is ar or near 3n end,"” the Distnicr directors come-
mented upon receipe of the US. Supreme Court decision on
the Arizona vs California suit in January 1962, Sky Valley
residenis approached the Districr abour anncxing to the
Diserict =ru:r formimg an Improvement Dusance for domesoic
warer in February. (A year later proceedings were nstituned for
Improverment Districe Mo, 8.} Stormwater dran alignmen
and construction was completed from Highway 99 1o Dune
Palms Road and then Washington, The Division ot Highways
and the Deserict agreed 1o recomtruction West Rancho Mira
soem channel, Corps of Engineers completed plans for
flood diversion works in Chino Canyon with the county and
District agrecing to cooperate in the project. The Districe also
agreed ro provide a residence and quarniers for the Coachella
Valley Frost Watning (Weathet) Serviee fotecasting FATTS
beginning the fiscal year 1962-63. The Disarict opposed the
plan of Salton Sca Warer Districe on the cast side of the Salwon
Sea 1o export water from Improvement Dusirict No. | and the

valley’s basin,
; Dieep Canyon Expansion Ser

Early in 1963 the District began nepotating with the Bureau
of Land Management for purchase of 480 acres in Deep Canyon
and 160 acres in the Whitewarer spreading area. Warer agen-
cies contracting for State Project water from the East Branch
began holding meetings and the projece’s audic commitiee was
formed. Weeks and Woght appointed o repecsent the
Disarect. Irunial calks began with Meiropolitan YWater Disinc o
exchange District cngitlements 1o state water for Coloracde River
water From an oudder in Whitewarer Canyon,

On July 16 the voters in Improvernent Disarce No. 1, the
arca served with Colorado River water for imigation, approved a
Hehabilitation and Beiterment Loan with the [f 5. for
87,160,000 wich 1434 vores cast and 1204 in favor, which per.
mitted the Distrct 1o proceed. The project would include canal
improvements, telemetry, a remrinal reservoir, dikes on the
west side, annexation of lands to be protecied by the dikes,
Subdiveion tricrs were being complered with domestic warer

systems installed and rumed over 1o the District for operation
and mainrenance. The Whirewater realignment work was con.
tinuing in 1963 with the completion of the channel through
the Thunderbird Golf Course, and from Avenue 40 to Rio Del
S0l Road, While new farm drains were boing completed and
240 acres of farm vile installed in Ocwober alone, the Districe
was busy in domestic warer ficld, too, dnlling new wells and
building new reservoirs, In November the engincering, ac-
counting and operations depariments were feorganized. Iris
Kramer was named o succocd Barbara Schmid as Disorice
Secretary January 16, 1964,

On December 7, 1963, the Doericoc’s  Adminiscration
building was destroyed by fire. Many valuable papers were lost,
bur many saved, too. Temporary facilivies ar the Imperial
Ierigavion Districe were wrilized, [mprovement Doserict Mo, 6
{Cahwlla Hills) orgamzed, a bond clecoion carmed, and work
started for a domestic warer system.

In January 1964 the District asked the seate for an annual en-
vitlement of 23,100 acre feer of warer and an additional 15,000
acre feet of unpreemptod water from the stae projeat. The
Dristricy asked thay warer diverved from the Central Anzona
Propect be junior to all senior existing nghts. incheding presem
perfecied rnghis.

The Disrict’s protest of Sakon Sca Warer District’s requent
for authorization of 1,040,000 w0 buld warerworks raised
question of water rights and boundaries broughe delay o the
plan and conference berween the two districts. Five new
demossing screens on the canal were purchased wnder the
Rehabilicanion and Benerment Program, Many detcrioranng
water lines replaced in Palm Desent. A comprehensive Warer
Resources Management Study was contracted with the world-
famed Bechitel Corp. which included a stormwater protective
plan for the Edom Arca. The Nairobs Estaves Water Co. was
added to the Disteice s domestic sysem,

Improvement District § Formed

Improvement District No. 8 which included Sky and Fun
Valleys and the B-Bar-H Essates cast of Desert Hoe Springs was
annexed and formed. At an eleciion May 19 $4.750.000 in
bonds were approved. A contract was signed with the Depar-
tment of Warer Resources calling for incremental increases in
water deliverics from the state project from firss year of 5,200
acre feer (o 38,100 in the 20th year. The Dastricr began
negotiations with Metropolitan Water Disno for exchanging
state  project warer enotlement for Colorade River warer,
viewing the long term benefits as including delaying the dawe
when bonds must be voted 1o build an aqueduct 1o ap the
stute project. Filling of Lake Powell behind Glen Canyon Dam
brought a u-qurst.ﬁmm the Bureau of Reclamation to reduce
warer orders by 10 per cent. Bechiel apreed 1o make a study of
alternative rowtes 1o bring state water o the valley. Several
agencies that would be served were ssudying rouics.

In May 1964 the Salvon Sca Warer Distrct and the Coachella
Disarict negotiated an agreement 1o anncx thar distrsct 1o
Coachella, Coachells 1o withdraw objections o bond project,
Coachella to approve all plans and specifications, Salton 1o
convey all property, facilitics and bond money o the Districe
who would operae the facilinies. Salion would levy assessmenes
anly to pay off the bands, and dissolve the districe.

Constrection of the new adminisrarion balding was sgar-
ted, The $288,000 funding to come from Inserance proceeds
on the old building, and District reserves to be reimbursed
from anmual dividends of the Forbes Estate, A study of the
Orasis flood provection was added 1o the repont 1o be made by
Bechiel Engineers, the area included was to be Marine:
Canyon to Desert Shores

o



January 196% opened with the agreement with Salion Sea
Warer Disnicr, annexation of the arca including the Hot
Mineral Spa sccrion and Bombay Beach, R & B work underway
on the Avenue 64 evacuavion channel, canal improvements,
telemetcring, rights of way for Terminal reservoir, and plans
for dikes 2 and 4, The new administracion building was com-
pleted and occupicd February 12 with open house held April
15%. Purchase of nghts of way for the alignment of the
Whirewater River Channel above Washington streer was con-
tinuing. Subdivisions and traces were being accepred ar almost
every board meeting from Salton Sea area 1o the upper valley
ncluding Palm Deserr and Indian Wells, Developers construc-
ted domesiic water sysiems and wumed them over to the
Dastricr. Another effort to abolish the Colorado River Board
successfully drew Districr objecrions in May, Improvemens
Disgrice Mo. 30 formed ar North Shore and 1,250,000 bonds
spproved July 27,

U.5.G.5. to Study Basin

In August the Dusrece entered into an agreement with the
U.5. Geological Survey to investipate the valleys water resour-
ces. The Palm Desert Chamber of Commerce and the Palm
Dresert Commuunicy Senaces Districy asked che Dastric 1o survey
the need for a sewage disposal system for the arca, prompring
the District w0 authonze 3 sudy and repon on sanitanon
facilivies from Cathedral City to La Quint. A new proposal 1o
abolish the Colorado River Board as part of a plan to reorganize
state boards and commissions again drew op

A Movember minstorm caused considerable damage o the
Whitewarer and Swormwarer Channels, State disaster assistancoe
was sought and obtained, Happy Yalley propeny owners and
residents heard 3 discussion of water needs, feasibility and
cosrs. The District n negotisting exchange of 555 acres of
Joshua Tree Narional Monument lands, which it aoquired
through tax delinquencics, for 672 acres of government land in
the Yerme area, which i would lager sell.

The Palm Desernt Chamber of Commerce requested the
District to make a survey of needs for an adequate surface
drainage masicr plan for Del Sol o Washington, and from the
moungains on the south to Avenue 40, Wesley Hylen was em-
ployed 1w make the study, After the Movember sorms the
Diistrict rebuil the dikes in the mouth of Dzep Canyon, the
Desent Sanciuary. and the spillway near the poio grounds.

Vice President Rummonds was complimented on his effons
as chairman of the Colorado River Board o promote peace
between Arizona and California. The Board supported a
Burcaw of Reclamation siudy and investigation of the
Morongo-Yucca Valley upper valley facilities needed to impon
water of the State Project from Hesperia Tumout on the
Californin Aqueducr. Dale Harris, weather forccaster, since
1994 was commended. Dikes 2 and 4 and the Evacuation
channel were under construction under the B & B program by
mid year

In an efforr to inform farmers, educators, and business
people of the value of the Colorado River irrigation program
and the complexities of the Diserice, bus tours began in 1965
were stepped up in 1966, Annexanions o Improvement
District Mo, 8 were approved. A plan by Borabay Community
Scrvices District to form an improvement district for water and
sewer was siudied. Desent Hot Springs and Coachella Walley
County Water Dustrscts moved forward to ulimately revise
overlapping boundarics and mern over water sysiems o DHS
District. The Department of Warer Resources in July 1966 ap-
proved an exchange agreement berween Metropolitan Water
District and Coachella and the Desert Water Agency. Mid year
the Palm Descnt surface water spudy was completed and a
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reconnaissance report on La Quinis swormwater and domestic
WRLET systems was reccived.
Surface Water Siudy Beviewed

At the dose of 1966 1 December 6.7 storm caused an
estimancd $600,000 damage o flood channels. The U. 5. Cor-
ps of Engincers began a reconstruction program in March,

Meetings were held in Palm Deient 1o desciibe the proposed
surface water drainage program, cosis and feasibility of for-
ming an improvement district, Requirements for seming up
and funding such a disricr were explained (o citizens at a
December meeting but no funther action enswed. Vice
President Bummonds was named 1o the Western Water Coun-
cil along with State Scmator Gordon Colgone, A proposal o
delete funding of the Colorado River Board again brought op-
position. Farmers Home Admindstration made a grant offer for
Bombay Beach domestic warer system which was approved by
the Board s well as execution of an applicarion.

The Diserice™s *"“Whitewater River Basin, Coachella Valley
California™ floodwarer study was approved and presented the
L. 5. Corps of Enginecrs at a Palm Springs hearing April 4. Ac-
tion was taken to clear the way for sale of some 2, 5900 acres of
Distrsct-owned lands, Senator Wash on the Colorado River
above Imperial Dam was dedicated April 20, In May the Corps
of Engincers reported plans o resume studies of flood conmol
in the Whitewater River. Record lows in storage behind dams
on the Colorado were repomed. June 13 the Distnict execured
is agreement with Metropolitan Water Dustrict 10 take e«
change water from the Colomdo River Aqueduct an
Whitewater, A joing powers agreement was executed with the
cities of Indie and Coachella to make 3 surface study and in-
vestigation in the center of the valley. Realignment of the
Whitewater Biver from Avenue 40 to Cathedral Dove and ean
and west of Portola was approved.

On Ocwober 24, 1967, the District mourned the death of
Coundel Earl Redwine who had served since July 1, 1946, He
drafted and obtained cnaciment of many water laws in the
state relating o warer districes and importation of water, he
assisted in negotiating contraces for water and represenied the
Diiserict in the monumental Anzona vs California warer suit.
The Board named the firm of Bedwine and Shemnll as counsels
with Maurce Sherrll as chief counsel. In November the Board
set plans 1o obscrve the 50th annversary of the Districy (Jan
16, 1918) and meering of the firse board of direcyors (May 6,
1918). The same month the county revealed plans for bridging
the Whitewarer ar Dl 5ol; the Districe purchased the Palm
Dicsery Country Club water and sewer systems, marking its firn
entry into the wastewater reclamation and collecvion feld. Sid-
ncy Withrow was appointed Dirccror of Division [V when AL
Harold Bromley chose not 1o seck clecion. The Corps of
Engineers completed revonstruction of the Whitewater River
channel above Indio, wat completing 3 stabilization structure
ar Paxton Road 1o reduce erosion, and planned another a
Fillmore Steeet below Thermal.

Coachella Valley History Aurhonzed

Assemblymany Victor V. Veysey supponed lepislation ser-
png up 3 Salon Sca Salinity Commintee with membemhips
from the rwo imtganion distrces. both counnes and interesced
persons 1o h for a solutien 1o the increasing salinity. The
Drisericy authorized o history of the Disvrigr and valley 1o com-
memorate its S0rh anniversary, An expenmental dranage 1est
plot in cooperation with CV Dminage Cooperators was ap-
proved to vest experimental farm drainage sysiems.

The Stare Legislature honored the Destrce with 3 resolution
in observance of its $0 years. many cities and wvalley
organizations congratulated the Districy carly in 1968, one
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group was promoting a historical festival “Jubilee ‘68."" The
Districe”s automotive center was comseructed. Myton Holburn
was named chiel engineer of the Colorade River Board of
California in 1968, succecding Dallas E. Cole, who had held
the position six years and had served the board 37.

From the lare 1960's and since many groups wisied the
District 1o observe irmigation and farming practices, the
relemetening systems and warer delivenes from the stare, West
Europe, Australia, Meduwerrancan, Brazil, luacl, Egyps and in
fact most of the castern and Asian hemispheres mcluding
R,

Congressman John Tunney and Asemblyman Veysey repor-
ied funds obiained for reconnaisance study of the ;i?:m Sea
and the Salinity Comminee organized under state legislation
with Disericr Presichent Leon Kennedy, chainman, and General
Manager Weeks as representanve of the Distoice, Direcron
mecting foom  named “Hary W, Forbes  Auditorium.™
Districy emplovees organized a Federal Credie Union, Districe
headquarters marked as Stace and County Point of historical
interest with a historical marker. The Living Desert Reserve was
leased addipional Dhsicier  lands o ﬂ-:'-q.! Eln:.-.:m. The
£1.276, 900 rerminal reservoar was under comsainuciion in Sep-
tember, and in November it was designated av a public
recreational Facilicy.

Warer Systems Acquired

The acquisition of Tamarisk Water Company and Palm
Valley Warer Company was authonzed in Seprember 1968 and
3 comprehensive repon on 3 sewape collecuion syseem and
rrearment facilities for the City of Indian Wells was ordered by
thie Districe.

Early in 1969 the Disiney, Desene Water Agency and Desen
Haot Springs County Warer Districr reorgamzed boundaries.
O January 23 fload :!:nugr.':. totalling 52 Vi «millions dane to
the Whitewater channel, a subsequens flood in Febuary added
to the damapes and federal disascer funds were sought to recon-
struct thie damaged porvons from Palm Spoings to cthe Saluwn
Sea. The dearhs of L. P. Clause, dircctor 19%0 1o 34, in October
1968 and R. W. Blackburn. ditector from 1921 to 1932, and
president his bas four years, in March 1969 were marked by
resolutions (o the famihes, Improvement Disaricr No. 14
(Bombay Beach) omganized, vored 3075000 in bonds for a
domestic waicr system and Farmer Home Administrauon of-
fored a S110,000 loan,

Under werms and conditions which included a recordable
codntrace, adequate well warer, |.|-|:l:indit teses, and availability of
surplus supplemenal dmigation water, Class VI land owners
were permitted order canal water at the regular irrigation rates
phas $4 an acre foor for 3 maximum of three acee feer per year.
Venus Banches was the first o ly. The wermingl reservoir
was officially named *'lake Cahuilla™ Auwpust 12, and the
Assismant Secretary of Inicrior James R, Smith, was on hand
when dedication ceremonies marked the fersy turming of water
into the lake Ocrober 31, 1969,

Implementaion of Flan Urged

The Distrier officially sccepred the Palm Deert Surface
Warer Study by Engincer Wesdley Hylen, dared August 1966,
on January 24, 1970, with recommendations. The plan was
adopred by the County Supervisors for the arca. Presidem
Kennedy urged that ““the people in the Palm Diesert arca work
vowards the full 2nd :mpm implermnentation of this plan®™ in
developmenis, land vse and planning commission mectings.

The Bombay Beach domestic water system was complered
and a community celebration held, The Bechiel Corporation
was authorized to make the La Quinta Stormwater Projecy Plan
report. The Corps of Engincens was completing rebuilding and
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restoring of the Whitewater River Channel and Coachella
Valley Storm Drain from Ramon Road to Point Happy and
below Thermal. Four drop or srabalizaton sorucnares were buile
or restored at Paxton  Road, Monroe Sereet, Lateral Crossing
cast of Indio, south of Thermal and north of the Erawan Hotel.
The exchange of Colorado River Water from the Mewropolitan
Agueduct for Stae Project Waer was approved by MWD,
Dicsert Water Agency and the Coachella Dustrice. Early in the
year reconsrucnon of the Deep Canyen channel for 1500 feee
wal :ll'lph;rw:ﬂ

A waer cfficiency use repont on Lower Colorado River
showed Diserict delivered 94,7 per cent of the water o the far-
ms in 1967; 93.1 percent in 1968, and in 1969 had delivered
90,6, The average for ather agencics was 84 per cent in 1968, In
Mav 1970 the Dhstrsce made is firse formal request w make
a frasibility seudy of lining the Coachella Branch of the All
American Canal,

Waseewater Study Plan Appeoved

The Palm Descrv Arca Wastewarer Study was acoepred as a
genetal wastewater master plan for the area from Cathedral
City o Ls Quints and requested the Board of Supervesors wein-
corporate the ssudy in the county’s master plan for wasicwarer
facilivies. A mile of the Palm Vallcy Stormwater Channel was
reconseructed, The analop model of the valley’s undergound
basin was demonstrated by the U, 5. Geological Survey ot the
College of the Desert by the DWA and CVCWD. A new 30
year lease was executed with Palm Springs Desent Museum for
the Living Desert Reserve totalling 284,70 acres. Improvemeni
Distrset Mo, 16 nomh of the Whitewater River in the Palm
Desert-Rancho Mirage arca formed with bonds voued February
16, 1971, Improvement District No, 33 also formed in Palm
Dieserr arca. In December 1970 the Diserict and the Bureau of
RKeclamarion exeoured a lease vo the County Parks Depanmem
to opcrate the reercational facilitbes ar Lake Cahuilla.
Coachella’s crop value was 071,79 per acre, one of the highes
i western reclamation areas.

Early in January 1971 the Dustrict acquired the Rancho
Mirage Water Company. A new maintenance and warchouse
building was authorized. The Districe took over operation and
maimtenance of the Mssion Hills, Flying H, Thunderbird
Water Company and other tracts warer svitems, Design of the
Cook Street Wastewater Reclamation Plane and Bombay Brach
Plam began, Bombay Beach Improvement Disrict No. 31
vored $4635.000 bond issue for scwer facilivics, Improvement
Districe No. 17 formed on Middleton Road, with the Farmers
Home Administration purchasing the bonds of 51 and 17 with
granes amed boans.

The Daserice's firse assessment districes were formed along
both sides of Salton Sca, Mos, &0 and 61, In July the
agricultural water rate was set ar §3.25 per acre foot. Desen
Giteens and the Desert Idand sysiem were turned aver 1o the
Diserict, Ironwood Countey Club leased Dieep Canyon lands.

Lake Cabivlls Deaws 2500

Early in 1972 Assessmient Districr No, 62 brought a domesic
water sysicm 0o the small arca near Desen Shores. Eamhwork
for the Cook Streer plam was undernay and the cast dike of
Morongo Creck stormwater channel was authorized. On
February 12 the formal dedicavon of Lake Cabuilla’s Couniy
Parks Department recrcation facilities brought 2300 people.
Improvement Districs 33 and 16 were completed bringing
watet and wastewater collection lines to Desert Greens and
Eisenhower Medical Center. On the Jah Chester A, Sparcy,
the last remaining oniginal membser of the distnict's beard, died
i Port Towmsend, Washington. The Distnce was wrging ac-
celleration of the Colorade River Basin Saliniy  Comnerol
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CHECEERBOARD OF RECLAMATION'S MAGIC OF WATER

Froe #he Coloraay Rrrer, 163 meder AWy, COMNT adler ﬂl;’ canalt fo HFIEdfe e fotiver Cnaelredla I-'"..rn‘.ul'r]'. Thes vrew phows phe crofr
plawrings, daved tn she forepronnd, citrus fower feft. with water for abont 67,000 acres, the ralley produced crops with 2 grocr ralue

of alaws $1870 peracre tw 1977, T eevw i fooking wowth of Ieafio,

Program st La Verkin Sprngs, Grand Valley and Paradox
Valiey

Medsuimmer 3 dual program of 55000000 for Beosd contel
amd &2,000,000 for wastewarer collecuion and reclamagion m
the Ls Quinea arca was tabled for the bk of financial
lessallipy, amil a prohibitive tas e, Ara puhln leating meed
fir the pryecis was vored, especially scormwater proaceoion
Mast ol the funds for construction of the shop and wanchouse
benldimg came fsm existing land sales on tas-deed exchanped
laned waned oehver valley pancels,

ll'lll'llhll'l.'ll”.'lll iji.‘\llil,'l l:"':.ll 1-] L R R | lI.ﬂiI.'l‘l'aHI tJ-I Illlrlfl
e Palm Divsen wiere authorieed :'I-|:|I.|1“|.-|-|1r| Hiai water svsicin
was compleied in December. The Bureauw of Reclamanon
report showed the salley™s agriculiural  production  of
&1, 14044, firse 1 propeees of s see

ik Warer Meacts a Month

Water moter installavions were proceeding ar the gae of
bevween 4 and 100 3 moneh. Lake Perre of the Sitate Warer
Progest was dedicared May 18, 1974 Works in [IHBETCss wene
many with the Districe commencing the Boambay  Beach

— CVCIWFD Phora

wastewater system, Improvement Dsonces 53 and %4 sewer ling
r!ﬂlninrn. a |.1.r|:r foscrvoel  af '['huﬂl_‘lr!hlrl:l., Asspismeni
Diasarect 62 waorks, deop stmsctufe at Avepue 62, stofmwaier
channel dike work, the Visa Chino project, a North Shore
Beach syseem. On March 12, W, F. Lester, Meooa area, direc-
ok vince Movember 26, 1971, died

In March of 1973 142 new water meters wene installed, in
.ﬁ..‘ru:il 10%, Mu.g,' 153 and Jul‘m 171k i:lrliL'uIirll,: the Jmlning
divelopimenis in the service areas. Connednon complewed in
Apnl o permit MWD o deliver Cologado Biver water from
squeduct to be spread by DWA and Coschella, On May 22
Wm. B Gardner appointed 1o Hll the vacancy camed by the
death of William Lesser. He took office June 12, In August the
East Ram ho Mirage stoem channel reconsamdison amithaorized
By Seprember domestic water serviees wotalled 18,471 connee-
pios af whisch 0415 weee fesiddeniig]. The Creslapical Sureey
CORPETALIE ARICCINCTIL On um'.ltrgm-uml IMVCSCOEET IR WAs o=
pnucd, In Movember an aquatic weed control program
ARTCEIENE Wils sigmicl, PrOpEIng 10 use weed-caiing fish,

An cnvimnmental impace eeport on the propased La Ouinga
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stormwater project was reviewed and a public hearing was set
December 13 for comments. The final repore was adopred on
January B, 1974, The year closed with authonizacion fer cen-
struction of a Sky Mountain Feservoir and RKanche Mirage
Reservair, for a rotal cost of $530,000, The Saate Water leitt
Contral Boiard approved the comssruction conerace for the
Sureet Wasewater Reclamation Plan,
Hot Mineral Spa Ansesed

A resolution :.u'ppminF the Salton Sea Advisory Commat-
tee's request for federal funding of a projeer to remave sal
from the Salvon Sca was adopeed in Februapy, The area around
the section containing the Hor Mineral Spa was annexed 1o the
District, about 23 secrions, an Improvement Dusanet was for-
med and bond clection held. the El Pasco-Highway 111 sewer
lime Assessment Districe (90) was establuhed in May and
Assessment Districy 64, water line and Dive hydrang project in
Rancho Mirage, was esrublehed in fuly,

In Ocrober the Districr learned the federal povernment was
proposing to line the firit 49 miles of the Coachella Branch of
the All Amenican Canal to reduce secpage losses and provide
Mexico with better qualiny water from the Colorado River. The
valley's civic organizations supported the Peripheral Canal con-
cept for the sate warer project, The Panorama Mutual Water
Company was acquired, and Improvement Diserict 15, Hoe
Mincral Spa area, voted bonds for domestic water system on
November 5, 1974,

In January 1975 the Distiice again reaffirmed by resolucion
suppon of the desalinization of the Salton Sea and urged the
Secrctary of Interior to consider the prisrty, Feasibility and
benefits of the project.

The effort of the han Indians to give new interpretaon
to rights o lands and waser of the Colorada River were opposed
in Washingron, D. C. by District officers. A Solicitor’s opinion
would hawve granted most of their daims. Another pro
rock festival in Box Canyon drew objections because of canal
and strucural hazards,

In March the Deep Canyon Water Company in Palm Deserr,
and the San Jacintoe Mutual Warer Company in Rancho
Mirage, were acquited. Acvion began that led 1o formation of
Improvement Districe No. 18 in the Happy Valley (now Indio
Hills) arca, domestic water bonds were vored in Seprember. The
. 8. Department of Interior declared ““Salton Sea project
should not be federally funded, " The Districe approved con-
nection of Indian Wells sewer system 1o the Cook Streer Plant
pending agreement in 90 days as 1o handling and funding of

rhee efflsent,
Seage Warer Roure Studied

In November the Distocr joined the Desert Water Agency,
Mohave Water Districe, San Bernardine Valley Minicipal
Water Diginet and San Gorgonio Pass Warter Agency
apreement with the Deparvment of Water Resources for a
feasibility swudy of cxtending the state warer project w the
Coachella Valley,

The Diserict authonzed the purchase of 350,000 Tilapaa Al
fish for biological conirol of weeds and moss in the canal and
tele outler drains,

Early in January Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. proposed
to do away with the Colorado River Board and make it a func-
pon of the Depanment al Warer Resources, Thu led o
strenuous objections in Southern California and legislative ac-
tion. Widespread media and local governmental supporn for
the Board led 1o 2 compromise in which the Governor would
inceease the Board by five members, [hr:rdpuhli: members and
a member each from Fish and Game and the Depanment of
Warer Resources (the daccer two o be ex officio) Many

i

meetings were held with area leguslators {Asemblyman Tom
Suitt and Senator John Swll) by Colorada River Board Chair-
man Kaymond Rummonds and others including Districe digec-
tors and staff. The Governot relented to restore the stare's por-
rion of financing of the Board®s activities, and the river agen-
cics agreed to the expanded Board.

The iTlI}Iliﬂ'ﬂ water rate was increased to $4.7% an acre foor.
The Board epposed the I v haly butlding of nuclear
power plants on the June ballar. The proposason lose, In March
a Rancho Mirage proposal wo create a “"Whitcwater River
Regional Park™ was approved by the Districe. The rise of Salton
SC1 WaS CHUSINE COTCTn.,

In May the DA and Distreor sipned & warer agreement to
contrel the imporation of smee project warer, allocation of
costs and the management of the namral and impamed water
from Fingal Point to Point Happy.

22-Year President Dies

President Leon Kennedy died June 11. Rummonds was elec-
ted to succeed him with Leach becoming wice president.
[rrigathon rates were increased in Ijum‘. to £5.00 an acre foot.
Tellis Codekas was pamed on July 13 1o the vacancy on the
Board from Division 3. I July the Bovee.Barham Water Com-
pany in Thousand Palms was taken over by the District.

The Districe began condemnation leading o purchasing of
land for the evenpual La Quinta evacuation channel aking
sermwarers 1o the Whitewarer Channel. The auditorium in
the shop and warchouse building was named the “'5. 5. M.
Jennings Auditorium,”” in honor of the fiest president, The fir-
L1 nl'mm!,- dam claims :I!'i:.l'n.g froen the high{l levels of the
Salvan Sea were filed in bace fuly 1976,

Tropical storm Kathleen released wnprecedented  heavy
stodm wapees in the Martinez-Chasis area and the Dead Indian-
Carrizo Creck areas above Palm Desert. Heavy damage was
repomied in the Seprember 10 flooding to farm lands ano the
residential area of Palm Desert and Indian Wells, The District
immediaely began secking federal disaseer reliel assistance
funds 1o restore dikes and reconssruce damaged works. The
Bechiel Corporarion, San Francisco engincering firm, was em-
ployed 1o make a technical investigation and repon w the
Districe on permanent flood protection works for the cove
communitics. In October a sewage trearment agreement was
signed with Indian Wells. Flood damage expenses o the
Dustrict had reached Mﬂ!g £490,000 the firse monch, che
auditor reported. The U. 5. Corps of Army Engineers was
requested, by resolution, to include in its 1978 budger funds
for reopening foodwater sudics of the Whitewater River and
irs tribuvaries, and to secure funding for and construct
adequate protective works for the communities of Rancho
Mirage, F‘:Tm Deesert and Indian Wells,

An Environmental Impact Report was ordered and a hearing
was 3¢t on the draft ag the February 22, 1977, regular meeting
of the Board for lining the firsn 49 miles of the Coachella
Canal, The Districe was informed that it had received grants of
over $3,000,000 from Economic Development Adminutration
funds for providing sewers to residences now unsewered south
of Highway 111 in Palm Deserr and for sewers for a Jackson
Street subdivision north of Avenue %6, Conteacts for the works
were let in February.

In view of the nomhemn California droughe, the Directors
catly in 1977 approved a letter sent all warer users urging wise
use of warer bur advising that no rationing was contemplated.
An inquiry from the Governor as to the District's plans regar-
ding the drought, prompeed a reply that stated there would be
no reduction of water deliveries, that foresighted planning
made unnecessary rigid conservation plans, that to minigare the
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affects of the drought the stase should repeal wild nivers
legulation, conseruct the Peripheral Canal. conseeve water by
stoging flood warers, chat Stare Project water was being wasied
for Delea fish and wildlife, and thar adgquare works should be
built 1o provide water a3 contemplated in the Stae Water
Project plans.

Congressman Chair Burgener advised the Dusarct in Februarny
the U, 5, Corps of Engincers would include $200,000 roward
reopening continuing studics of the Whitewater River Basin for
flood cormtrol. The Districe releated bs entitlement for Soace
Project Water vo benefin other nonhern state water served con-
tractors in March. The Board protested Prossdent Carer's
proposal 1o eliminate many western watef Conservation,
trrigation and cnergy projects. He p to halt funding on
19 projects, which was later revised. Studics were ordered
regarding a sewage collection and rrearment system at Salion
Sca Beach on the west shore of the Sea. Arthur F. Pillsbary,
who conducted ploneer studies of irrigation and drinage, was
honosed by a board resolution,

In July srrigation water rates were increased o $5. %0 per acre
foot and domestic, meter installation and other water charges
were also increased. The Indio Hills area. as Improvement
Dimrict Mo. 18, voted approval of and saw construction start on
a damestic warer system through 3 grane and loan of funds
from the Farmers Home Administration.

The withdrawal of the Imperial Imigation District from the
Colorado River Board of Caldfornia because of 3 duspure with
the governor as 1o membership on the Board, cavsed other
apencics to increase their support of the Colorado River Board
The Deiert Moon Ranch asca near Thousand Palms became
Improvemnent Disericr Mo, 19 and construction of a domestic
water swwsiem with Farmers Home Administrason funds was
approved. In Seprember copics of the “Engincering Repon of
Preliminary Design and Cost Esumate for Flood Control
Works for Palm Desert-Rancho Mirage-Indian Wells™
prepared by Bechrel Engincering were received and copics
delivered 1o the theee cities and news media. The use of Tilapia
zillii weed-canng fish in cleamung the canal and drans was
found of continuing benefiv for the District. Siudy sessions
with the three cove citics on the Becheel repor were held. The
Dristrict submitted names to an advisory committee to consider
plins for development of Lake Cahuilla by the county parks
deparoment.

Meters were being placed by the District on decp well pumps
in the Disarict in & continimng program of determining pum-
pi from the underground basin and making furure
r:;fminhm:m determinations. The Staie Dibwnet Scouritics
Division approved the contrace proposed for the lining of 49
miles of the Coachella Branch of the All Amencan Canal in
Dorabser. Under the EDA grant program thousands of residen-
tial properties were being connccted 1o the comprehensive
street sewer propect lines being butlt in the portion of Palm
Diesenm South ulP:ighwq- 110, and annexations o the sewer
improvement disgrior were procceding. An cstimare of $83-
millions was placed on the cost of prm"ndl'rj flood control

rojecis to protect the entire valley including Edom {Thousand
Falm:}. Oasis, La Quinta and the cove communitics of Palm
Desert, Indian Wells and Bancho Mirage,

The Movember clection brought a spirived campaign with

incumbenes C. ). Frost and Tellis Codekas winning re-clection .,

Sieve Buxton, Thermal arca mncher, defcared George H.
Leach for Division V. and ook office the latver pant of Movem-
ber. The Baard re-elected Rummands as chairman and named
Codekas as vice chairman.

During the year hundreds of claims for damages resulting
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from the Tropical Storm Kathleen were filed with the Districe
ranging from the rising of Salton Sea o looding in Oasis and
Palm Desere arcas. An eavitonmental mmpact fepor was of-
dered prepared by J. B. Gilbert and Associates on 3 flood
protection plan for an 11,000 acre arca inchading the three cove
communitics. An amended conerace with the UL 5. for
replacing the first 48 miles of the Coachella Branch of the All
American Canal was approved as to form.,

Early in 1978 the Dustrect increased (rmiganion water rates 1o
$6.30 per acre foor, and expanded the Bechiel Ine. scope of
work to include a reconnarssance study of the Rancho Mirage
flood control works. The Discrice added new wager system b::{
up facilities charges for new comstruction including dwelling
unit charges and meter surcharges. New applications for
matwnnl disasier assistance were made because of contnuing
damage vo Disericr facilicies from heavy rains and fooding.

The year 1977-78 not only aw two new faces en the Dis-
erict s board of direcrors bur also saw Walier K. Wight reore
a5 Auditor-Conrroller and Dennis Hackent named o replace
him as Auditor on June 1%

Paliiscal Fm'hlr.:rl'lu accelerated, The adminivwration’s nppmia
mon o warer developments in the Wesern Stanes promiscd
problems in flood storage and hydroclecine projects. Secretary
of Interior Cecill Andrus mised storms of oppoesition when he
announced rigid anc restrictive rules and regulations governing
uit of federal project warer and a 160 acre limiitanon. Mass
meetings, ofganizations of warer, irmigation and agriculiural
interests made their opposition known and Congress began
redrafring the 1902 screage limitation law. State and Federal
Fish and Game and Wildlife agencies sought wo limit necessary
flocd control work on the lower Coachella Valley Stormwatcr
Channel to preserve habitars, Passage of Proposition 13 w limi
ad valorem taxes brought about ccomomics and reorganiza-
s within the Dissrice, placing a cloud on the future progress
in storm and foodwarer protection programs. The Dissric
froze employment, purchases and projecis preparatory 1o de.
termining budgetary constrnings, The Burean of Reclamation
was procecding with calling for bids For construction of the first
A% miles of a lined Coachella Branch of the All Amemcan Canal
The 1976-1978 period may well prove to have been some aof
the most crucal years of the Disonc’s hissory

From June 26, 1948, when the Coachella Branch of the canal
was completed, expansion of the imigared areas was rapad. The
fimm official delivery of Colroado River water via the un-
derground distribution system was wo the Russel-Alexander
Ranch cast of Thermal on March 29, 1949, From 1948 unul
today the years have winessed not only development of
lgri:uhum ared changing crop patterns, but the development
of resons, urban expansion, recreational facilives and wincer
golf has been short of amazing in the cntext of time.

Since the 1930 the Districy has realized a high degree of
cooperation and understanding with the Burcau of
Reclamation. In retrospect and in view of the 1976-1977
drought problems of Nomthern California, the decreased snow
pack in the Sierras and the Rocky Mountains, the foresighe of
the carly warer pioncers has permitied those served by the
Colorado River to harvest the fruits of those investments of
time, agonics and victories in building dams, reservors,
hydroclectrie plants, canals and waer disinbugion sysems,
These systems have made possible the stonng of stormwarers
and release of them year arcumd o generate cleciricity, serve
farm lands, recrcation, industry and bomes, in Southern
California and the Colorado River basin states,

The Districe's foresight in adjudicaning the surface waters of
the Whitewater River basin, the conscrving of surface and
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groundwarers, the replenishment programs, the reclamation of
wastewater, a3 well as the coneracting for Stare Project Water,
are all scoruing 1w the benefin of resdents wday a5 well as
tomarrow, giving us ime to develop new sounces of warer whale
being stewards of the inhenance early valley warer leaders gave
us all

Warer, will and viston have been three great ingredicnts to
the success story of Coachella Yalley. and they should continue
1o be imponant fecets in our hessory.

gtorm Waters

feontinaed from page 20

levees were cur in four places to diain off water. At Mecea the
bridge being two feer bower than the op of the levees caused
the debiris and wrash o lodge againse the bodge, slc was
deosiied and the channel was filled as far back as the concrere
1:|i|.| an the paving. Brown's Bedige (ice Fl.II'I‘I‘ located ar Avenue
67 and Buchanan) resced on mud sills whech cavsed i o collap-
sr and absirect the channel.

O July 10, 1928, the Siormwarer Board recerved a petiton
signed by 23 property owners in the area damaged or
threatened by the 1927 floodwaters from Decp Canyon. The
signers were: Robert Webb, Jr., C. M, Wescon, Mrs, Nettie 5,
Cook, A. L. Cavanagh, REobert B, Murphey, Ralph M. Wes-
wotr, E. ), Lows, Jeancie Brown, Blanche A, Grabam, J. A,
Caldwell, E. Avery Newton, Josephine Carpenter, A, E. Cava-
nagh, Dewey Moore, 0. B. Hansen, Aug. W. Hanson, Peroy L.
Day, D, H. Micchell, Leonharde Swingle, Clariee Leighuon,
Vimcent W, Shur, “"being a majomy of the propeny owners . . |
do hereby petition your Honorable Board (o accepe as a rowe
for said flood waters channel the one mnning casterly and
along the base of the mounim , '

The project inchaded levees, channel excavation and pur-
chase of nghes of way ""to conwrol the Moodwaters of Deep
Canyon and Dead Indian Creek . . . " and referred o a 1922
survey of a similar project, along the base of the mountains.

Engineer George M. Adams quoted a “E: by W, P. Rowe,
Dhisericr engincer, that there was a peak of 4508 second
feet and it reached “the Whitewnter Channel while it was in
flood and built up a delia in the slack water south of Chapin’s
house. The cutting of the deep channels south of Cook"s Ranch
was doe 1o the concentration of the waters by the new seitlers
in this vicimy. . .

The commissioners acting on the orders of the Board Ck-
tober 9, 1928, presented it3 fepodt Proposing a Projec 1o cost
sbout §42,000 1o be paid by rthe propeny owners i the area.
The project was built and paid for by assessments.

Again in 1938 foods visited the desen. maroening Palm
Sprngs tounsts nearly 2 week, and 11 oo was aggravared by
rapadly melting snows carly in March, The warers were nod
supplemented by heavy ronoffs from inbatancs and Indio, ex-
cept for anwsous moments, had called for teams, men and
sandbags when the peak flow threated 1o top the levees. The
misddle portion of the highway bridge below Thermal, and the
cast portion of the Mecea bridge were washed out, The flood
waters scoured the channel two feer from Point Happy o the
sca

In Seprember 1939 the valley had two heavy min periods,

Seprember 4 to 6, and Seper. 24 and 23, The first storm caused
heavy flood wavers from the castern canyons o d?maguand

lace Mecca under water. Railroad bradges were damaged and
sections of track were washed out IE;: more than 20 miles

as far a3 Salt Creck, Water was three feet decp in Thermal and
the disgorge from canyons on the cast side of the valley did
considerable damage at Mecea.

The late Sperember flood ran water in the sareets of Indio
and Coachclla, many buildings were flooded, and warer was
deep enough for boars on Miles Avenue, On top of the carlicr
ramn the valley became a lake with water two feet deep in Mec-
L A il R i) R i e
“The Rains Came,”'

Mecea Under Woarer

On August 10, 1941, Thermal, Painted and Box Canyons
received a eloudburss which caused water to fun 30 inched deep
in Meoca. Buildings were damaged. an adobe building
buckled, mud and debs added w0 the damage. It was this
storm that led to demands for protection and brought
ahout the surveys by the U. 5. Corps of Engineers and Bureau
of Reclamation, Today the 4Vi-million-dollar Eastsade Dake
protects the bower southeast valley from cast Mevea wo nonth of
Madisan Strect on the nofh side of the valley. This dike was
:mliplr'lnl i 1T,

Creneral storms cased 3 flood in August 18, 194%, wirh
most damage concentrated in the Qasis area and putting 18
inchesol wurer in Mecea,

Falm Dreseer Hin

July 23, 1948, saw a cloudburst type of storm drop scveral
inches of rain on the Palm Desert cone and into the La Quinta
foothills. Homes i Palm Diesent and La Quinta were flooded.
The highway from Cathedral Canyon o Palm Descrr was
damaged. Runoff from Lla Quinta wopped the recently com-

plered All Amecrican Canal near Avenuc %3 md‘i;mt liruin
was damaged. An earth crack opened near the La Qhunta pan

of rocks into which warer flowed, and land crosion was noted
berweon Avenue 57 and %8 n-:-ujtﬂ't'mn.

Chher storms simce that tome on the years 195%1, 1932, 1935
F957, 1998, 1959, 1960, 19063, were minor i nagure, clusing
some highway flooding and damage.

(The most recent storms and floods of lnE magnitude oc-
cured in 1963 to 1968, and in Scprember 1976 and miber
1977, During the winter of 197778 succeeding siorms soaked
the valley mﬂ caused heavy runoffs bur very lintle damage.)

Major Flood of 1965

Thanksgiving week of 196% saw the valley virually
marooned for several days when storms in the upper reaches of
the Whitewaier washed out bridpes, highways, and caused
considerable damage to the highway under construction ag the
junction of Highways 110 and Interstane 10 as well as ap-
proaches wess of Palm Springs.

It is pantscularly noteworthy that works conssructed by the
water district conrained the 13,000 spcond foer peak flow. For-
tunately the fiood waters confined themaleves 1o the histonic
water courses above Palm Springs.

Litigation, Indian land problems, and other impediments
have causcd delay in building wpstream bevees and protective
works. The lack of a levee cass of Palm Springs brought many
an anxiows moment. Downstteam recently construced works
carried the brunt of the flood safely through golf courses and
resodt arcas, around Indio and ﬂulE to the sea with bur a few
exceptions. The channel banks were breached south of Ther-
mal to cause overflows. The miracle of the storm of 1965 was
that the warers spread out north of Palm Springs and reentered
channels farther donnstream, and second thae the water was
kept largely 1o the distrct-built storm channel south of Ther-
rmal.

Demand Bridges
Early repons indicated that rwo people lost their lives, and
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sevefal escaped drowning secking to cross the Whitewarer when
it was under Nood conditions. This storm and the 1966 storm
watcrs beought abour the butbding of the first of two brdges
over the dhannel on Rio Del Sol nonh of Rancho Mirage, The
sevond wis Wasthingion Street bridpe, nonh of La Quinta,
complered in 1976, Another brdpe & projecied for Dare Palm
Drive

In 1966 the rains began falling in the San Gorgonio Pass che
evening of December 2 and continued through December 3,
by § p.m. it was flowing acress Indisn Avenue and a flow of
1000 second feer was repistered ar Avenue 30 on the maming
of December 4.

Water was receding December 5, but runs became heavier
late that day. The Avenuc %0 crossing was washed out with a
4,000 sceond feer flow. Warer was Mowing over most crossings
from Del Sol case. By 3:30 p.m. the flow st Windy Point was
20,000 second fect and channel banks were scoured by the flow
which had receded o 2 more phckle by noon the Sl Moss af
the damage occurred 10 crossings and channels south of
Avenue 36 o the sea. Kailroad traffx was slowed, telephone
and clectre intermuprions were noted, and some schools were
closed, damage was caused 1o the county bridge ar Avenue 56
andd the highway bridge souch of Thermal,

The freakish summer storms of 1967 proved the value of im-
provemcnts and cepairs o the Whitewarer River channel as
well as the water district’s telemetering system of control on the
All Amercan Canal.

The storm scason began August 16 when a storm dumped
heasy rain on the Chacolate Mountains causing damage (o
canal maintenance roads, The next day the storm hin the Palm
Springs ares with Cathedral City gewing abowt 2% inches of
rain i an howur and a half. Indio was on the cdge of the storm
receiving .75 of an inch. The storm of August 30, deopped 1wo
inchies and cut off La Quinta for several hours, solated the
Eldorado area when the Deep Canyon channel carned water.
Abour 150 homes in Palm Desent suffered varving degrees of
flood damage as well a3 a few homes in Indizn Wells, Most of
ihe Whitewarer crossings suffered heavy damage, Meoca had an
inch of rain from this siorm that hit the southeast end of the
valley first and then returned 1o bash the west side. Box Canyen
road was damaged and i was closed for fen days,
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EARLY HIGH SCHOOL BUS

This reliicle fa Mode! T) war fioved with exira teats and served ar g
sehond fas, Willam Cook, armpeer, drove the bui from Cook Road
e I'AE'I' Enn'u:'uﬁl'.ﬁ'!.l' F""Jqlr:] Un:bur H!_gf.l ﬂ.ﬁwi' A e Faw Barew
and Aerprort Boslevard rn the late 1920,

— C. V. Hevgrcal Socrery Colfection

O Seprember 24 another storm hee the Mecea arca and
brought damage berween Meoes snd Nilind . The county flood
conitol dsthicy cibimated $302.000 10 damapes o the Palm
Springs arca, and had just complered a request for $750,000
for constmsciion al the Tlhl:lu.ill Creek Flood Conitral p.njjnt
there

The storms of 196% through 1967 recall warnings isucd by
General Manager Lowell ©. Weeks before the Coachella Valley
Adviory Planning Committee at Ericksen’s Restaurant in
Deserr Hor Springs in Seprember 1964, he commented that it
had been o long since the valley had scen a big min thag **this
bustness of stormwater almost has been forgotten by the
majority of the ressdens,””

In this review of floeds of the it is well to give credit o
the foresighted carly residents of the Coachella Valley, who.,
through the storm warer dssircr and county water disarict
board, began to take measures carly to both conserve flood
water and add them o the underground basin and 1o plan also
1o carry off those storm warers and protect the rapidly
developing valley. That there has not been grearer bosses of life
and propenty, credit shoald be gioven the men of these boands,

Gt Speeading Grounds

The boards were not wdle, The lirse boards, abows 1920,
began obtaining Aoading rights in the upper Whitewater River
from Whitewater to whar is now Indian Avenue for spreading
the floodwarers o allow them o percolate nte the un-
derpround aquafers 1o replenish the basin’s water, The water
ditnict not only purchased and exchanged lands roralling
ncarly 4700 acres bur obmined withdrawal of 2,000 acres of

ublic lands in an cffort to prohibit development of those
ands. Even so encroachment upon the linds suscoeptible 1o
fMowsding: have taken place and caused problems not only in
provection of those bands but of lands downsirecam in the arca
of Palm Springs. The ownership of Indian lands in the arca
have abo sdded complicarons and have delayved the building
of dikes.
Build Toward Saltan

In the carly years, improvement of the channel from
Cathedral Ciry vo ehe Salvon Sea was undermaken. The channel
from Point Ha py arpund Indio was the firss major project.
Later came the El.llldil-‘lﬂ of the drain south 1o the S, then the
Deep Canyon project, supparted I::Er the Palm Desert lan-
downers. The building of specading dams in the area berween
Carnet and Palm Springs were constant projects. The penodic
Mooding of the valley and control of the Mood water has in-
volved more than sicy years of labor and millions of dollars,

The continued and mpid development of the valley above
Point Happy in the intervening years, which was aceelerared af-
ver Waorld War Il by the advent of Colorado River waner
making possible a greater water supply available for the area,
has complicated the problem of flood comrol so a5 1o make
those early day effons seem child’s play by comparison. The
luxury polf courses, resort develo i5, and even subdivisions
and rownsites aseride the carly day namural flood courses serve
to point up the difficubtics, A major flood today, witheur the
works built by the Coachells Valley County Water Dissnict,
would brng a major disasper.

This development has increased the stakes in the continuing
program nrr]c'ﬂ:l-npiﬂﬂ ﬂnud p!nll.'ll:ll'-nh, w'hlt: rrqui.rirm cvETY
effort 1o conserve water in the upper replenishment areas.

The drainage arca of the Whiewaer encompases the waer-
shed of 2058 S uafe imiles Dll'llpﬂ.llhll'ng the pmh][m s that
to narrow the channels would increase the depth of the chan.
nel, for the Whitewater River course from Palm Springs to the
Salten Sca maintains a fall of water greater in s 50 mile length
than that of the Messippt River from above 51 Lows,



Musoun, 1o the Gulf of Mexico, The fall of the riverbed 15 90
feet per mile at Windy Poing, The crosion of a channel would
be more rapid and severe without spreading and slowing the
flood warers and by providing a wide channel through the
populated arcas,

The warer districe s responsible for flood protection works in
about 95 per comt of the Coachells Valley. than s, wathin s
657,000 acre threecounty junisdicion, The Stormwarer districe
boundanes, which have been reduced saince the formanon of
that onginal Distnet, generally begin near Whitewarer and
Windy Poini, go east, south of Gamet, then dagonally along
the foothills of the Indio Hills and the Mecca Hills,
southeasierly to include the north shore of Salion Sca and the
Hot Mineral Spa area in Imperial Coumty, On the west the
boundary fallows the Whitewater River Channel anound
through nonh and cast par of Palm Springs 1o near Cathedral
City where it goes diagonally southeast along the foot hills of
the San Jacinto and Sanca Rosa Moungains and the south edges
of Rancho Mirage, Palm Deserr, and Indian Wells and the con.
ter of La Quinta, then disponally to the Impenal-San Dicgo
County lines near Travertine point then south to inclu
Salton Coy and Desert Shore arcas in Impenial Couny, placing
the stormwarer disirict s boundarncs in two couniics.

Valuable U, §, Dikes

Completed Mood protection works today inclisde the 54.5%-
million East Side Dike constructed with non-reimbursable
federal funds by the Burcau of Reclamation in the late 1940
This dike protecs the All-Amencan Canal’s Coschella Branch
and wvalley citics and farms from southeast of Mecca 1o nonh.
west of Inddio and forms 3 senies of detention reservans to sore
rens of thousands of acre feer of Moodwavers. Tt was buile as a
part of Improvement Disceice Mo, 1 projecis.

The section known as Coachella Valley Stormwarer Dirain has
been improved and widened from Point Happy to below
Thermal where the U, 5. Corps of Army Engineers rebuile it i
the late 1960's a5 & pant of a §1W.millon flood damage
FCSLOMALION Program. 'F.h: district conpinually maintains thes
portion of the channel since it carrics some farm vile drainage
water to the Sea.

The Whitewater River Channel above Point Happy has un-
d:rFum; considerable  widening, improvement amd
sarughtening during the 1960°s and “70%. Channel im-

vements have been generally complered from Washinguon
reet 1o abowt a mile nonth of Ramon Road cast of Palm
Springs. Some rights of way are yet to be obtained on the west
side of the channel below Ramon Koad and noh of the im.
section. Completion of chis section was cxpeored be-

fore 1980 wntil the passage of Proposition 13 in Junc 1978,

The storms during the years 1963 through 1969 delaved the
completion of the channel improvements from the Sca to the
spreading arca above Indian Avenue since most of the
Dhistrice™s scormwater budget, incduding Corps of Engineer's
flssd damape repair funds, went imo repairs, replacements
and restoranion works. Below Thermal the drain channel &
defined, Funds for all Diswicn work & obuined from raxes
within the sgofmwates unit of the Distnice,

In 1966 an the request of Palm Desert citizens @ Palm Desent
Surface Water Study was made by Wesley Hylen, engineeri
fitm, The plan was adopred by the District on January 24,
1970, with recommendations, and encouragement by
President Leon Kennedy “that the people in the Palm Desent

arca work towards the full and complewe implementation of

this plan,” in developments, in land wse and in planning
commission mectngs. Riverside County also adooted rhe nlan
for the area to provide carrying off of surface water through
street and orher improvements.

Westside Dikes Banly

e nrllﬂ: I'I'.|1jnl' Enl‘lllf'ul:l.inl‘l Fm-il.-:'“ wl'lil.']'l W :mplﬂ{d
recenily moa pomion of the wese side dike sysvem, In July 1963
the District's voqers m the Colorado Hiver water swrvice area
approved a contracy with the Unived Stares for ""Rehabilisation
am! Besiermoiii of Wnﬂ::." whirh il‘ll:'ludrd |hr |:|'|F|;|.-:
designared as Dikes Mo, 2 and No. 4, the Avenue 64
Evacuation Channel, the terminal reservoir (Lake Cahuilla) and
various All Amencan Canal improvements.

nkes 2 and 4, buile 20 and 31 feer high, respectively, have
been constructed 1o nearly sea bevel. The first exeends from
abour Avenue 37 1o the north end of Coral Reef, (Avenue 59,
Dike 4 extends southcasterly from Coral Reef area to below
Avenue 63, Farm lands are protected from floods and flood
waters are stored, releasang the excess through the ovacuanon
channel which has its outler at the Coachella Valley Storm
Drrain. The cost of the dikes and evacuation channel was abouwt
$3.2 millions.

Lake Cahuilla, (Terminal Reservoir), dedicated i Ocrober
1967, now serves the end of the 123 % miles Coachella Branch
of the All American Canal near Avenue %7, Iis primary pur-
pose is for regulatory storage, bur can be wsed o impound
Nood warers. The lake holds abour 1500 acre feer in the 133-
acre site. It cost abour §1.8% millions, Riverside County
opcratcs the arca as a regional park for ﬁ:thing. prnscking,
swimming and camping with 140,462 arpendance lered in the
Frscal year 197%-76 and about the same for 1977,

Rash of Floods

Feom January 24 o February 23, 1969, three rml'lrdin:
Noods damaged worm channel crossings. roads, rail bridges,
basr withous boss of life. The first flood cresved at record flows in
a 24 hour period. Restoratson of the big ditch by U, 5. Corps of
Engineers cost more than $2 millions,

Afier the third flood receded only the bndge on Hiﬂﬂfv ]
wiest of Indio and the railroad bridge there were usable from
Palm Springs to the Salwon Sea. The Highway 60 bridge at the
Blythe Junction was undermined and closed. The Thermal
ratlroad bridge and Highway 111 bridge south of Thesmal were
washed out as well as the Avenue 36 county brdge cass of
Thermal. The washour backed up Southern Pacific eeaffic o El
Paso and 1o Los Angeles,

A drop seructure, built afier the 1966 flood on Paxton Road
south of Thunderbird Country Club, proved effective and led
to the Corps of Engincers building four more, one below the
Highway 111 bridge at Thermal, one cast of Indio at Avenue
44, one north of Indie west of Monree, and one south of
Avenue 44 norch of the Erawan Hotel.

The repair of the three-year storm-damaged channc] cost an
estimated $4-millions, including reconstruction of nearly a
mile cast from Bob Hope Drive, the Portola crossing to east
and west, eastward from Avenue 44 to the Salton Sea, from
Cook Streer to Poroda and Avenue 44, riprapping of sections
above the Thunderbird Country Club, the jundtion of the Palm
Canyon channel and mear the Blue Skics Mobile Home Park

Mow Defined Dran

The section known as the Coachella Valley Stormwater Drain
i a drain that is pow defined and has been construcred and
widened from Point Happy to below Thermal. Maintenance of
this section is an ongoing program of the districe. A bridged
crossing has been constnecced on Highway 193 by the Stare.

From Point Happy upsiteam the Whitewater Storm Channel
has been widened and improved from Washingron Street o
about 2 mile north of Ramon Road, Indian righes of way and
casements are being obtained to complete the works to Indian
Avenue.
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Other upper channel improvements have inrlud:v.‘ll 12,150
feet reconstnuction cast and west of Cook Steeet to eliminare an
elbow in the channel and this site later bocame the location of
the Cook Street Wastewater Reclamation Plan, The Mission
Creek triburary was diked for a mile north of Vista Chino. The
Dvisirice cooperated with the U, 5. Corps of Engincers and the
Riverside County Flood Control District for the procecive
diking project in Ching Canyvon. Improvements were buil
berween Avenue 30 and Vista Chino, The West Rancho Miage
Stormwater Channel was improved and the Ease Rancho
Mirage Stormwater Channel ncar Magnesia Falls to the
Whitewater was reconsurugied and improved.  Plans were
inicineed which will lead to the evenoual constmuction of the La
Cwiinta Flood Control Project consisting of dikes on Bear
Creck, reservoirs, detention basing and wasteway channels. The
District s records indicane nearly $16,000.000 have beon spene
tor prowide major flood protection from Windy Point to Sakon
Sea.
The Dstrict cstimares that o complete consructon of
dikes, channels, conteol structures, bank revermenis and other
improvemenis will require an expenditure of about §60-
millisans. Proteciton of the Edom area will cost more than $9-
millisns; Oasis area 1o Traventing Point about $21-millions; La
Cuinta project abour §6-millions, and the Indian Wells 1o
Rancho Mirage (Cove Arca) works about $20-milliens.

Local Seudies Made

Local wormwater studics have been made for Palm Desern.
Edom, Oasis, La Ouinta and the Indio-Coachelia-Thermal
arca, by various enginecring Firms including the widely-known
Bechiel FALRON CIEINELrs.

Cooperatve studies have been entered into with the Califor-
nia Department of Warer Resources, the U, 5. Geological Sur-
vey is making continuing stwdics, and a comprehensive warer
resources management plan has been completed by the Bechel
Corporation.

While surface water studics have not been negleced,
wasicwater studies have abio been pursued. Reclamation of
wastes are continuing studies and the use of reclaimed warer for
landscaping and golf courses is expanding. the Abrams and
State studies were completed in the oddle 1960°s, The
District authorized a surface water drainage study by Hylen
Engincering in Palm Desert in 1966.

Squdics have been made in the Cove Communitics by
Bechiel, ordered by the District following the flood of Scp-
tember 10, 1976, The lood prompted the district 1o ako call
upon the U. 5. Corps of Engincers to complete it Whitewarer
watershed studies begun i the 1930%. On :‘;Fri_j 4, 1967, the
Disrrict’s saff compiled a report on the Whitewater River
Basin in response to 3 leteer from the Corps and presented it ar
o hearing in Palm Springs, part of o continuing etfort to get the
Federal Government's assistance in stormwater controls,

The Scprember 10, 1976 storm, a tropical storm named
“Kathleen'', roared up from the West Coast of Mexico, lashed
the Imperial and Coachells Valley with heavy destructive
downpours. The amount of precipitation in the upper reaches
of Martuncz, Carrizo Creek and Dead Indian Canyons was
heavy, the heaviest in recorded history, Although Bear Creek
abewe La Quinta, Deep Canyon and Magnesma Canvon recomved
heavy downpours these arcas apparenily misscd the heavier
precipitatens,

Heavy Yolumies of Deliris Noted

The water in Carmizo and Dead Indian carried heavy volumes
of silt, sand and debris. rapidly croding dikes above the High-
way (74) which sent waves several foer hugh inte progecuve
rock-lined levees, which when they were breached wreaked
several millions of dollass in damages w the subdivided central

ind

Palm Deseri arca. Flows, although not so heavy from Deep
Canvon, added 1o the burdens carricd by the channels through
lewifizen Wells. It was noted thar the wosmwarer Dow m the main
Wihitewater Channel was not as thecaterning although mad
rrmling'l Wi washed oase !'rnm Cook 5'Ill.'-r.'| (a1 |h|.' S:Ilm!l 5!.1
The Storms of "To o 78

The September 10 storm was followed by another of lesser
intensity 3 week laer which added 1o the area problems of
handling local runoffs. Meteorologises placed "Kathleen™ in
the caregory of 2 once-in-160-vears plus stonm in intensiny.

Almaost exactly a year lager heavy rains in the Little San Ber-
nardinos unleashed foodwaters down Thowsand Palms canvon
catsing damage to the Tri-Palm Estates and scouring che
Thousand Palms oasis and flooding lower-lying areas, as well as
filling Dillon Road with huge boulders and gravel for scveral
mibes. Damage was infliceed “EW the Mewopolitan Warer
Districe's aqueduet, as well, which added to the lli:w of water.

The winter of 1977-1978 was wnusimally wer with succeeding
storms bringing rains. Coastal arcas suffercd heavy damage and
mud shides from Janwary inte March, The San Gorgonio,

President Wilson Owned Land

President ‘Woodrow Wilson, while peesident of Princeton
University, boughe 60 acres of land cast of Indbo sold vo him by
a Los Angeles realtor. According o the Dare Palm (March 11,
1919), Wibson purchased the land ““about nine years ago™ and
aid his intenoon was o build 3 winter home. The land was
easy of the Weare Tract mear Inverstate 10 and Avenue 44,

Whitewater Rivers and Palm Canyon, Deep Canyon as well as
Livthe Morongo Canyon all carried off heavy rains in the moun-
taing, With the excepoon of river and wash crossings being tom
out repeatedly, livtle damage was expericnced other than tha
1o the various water courses,

The Distrce obained federml assismance in cleanng and
rebuilding stormeravaged channels and drains in the Salwon Sea
and Oasis arcas and along the Whitewater and Stoomwarer
channels in the 1976 and 1977 floods.

Rights of way were being obmined for the eventual La Quin-
ta evacuanion channel, and an Environmental Impact Repore
was ordered preparsrory o evenmual acoion on the Iﬂ‘p
Canyon, and Dead Indian storm channels,

Daily the need intensifies for flood control works in view of
the expanding urbanization on the debris cones of the moun-
vain foothills and coves west of Indio.

need for vigilanoe inowater consenvagion 8 3lo 3 regqusine
that cannot be minimized.
Ample Water in Undeeground

The U, §, Geological Survey, in 197, estimaned that there
are 15,700,000 acre feer of water in the valley's upper basin
underground in the fisst 700 feer. This good news indicates
that even if the valley should quadmple s 1976 overdrafting.
it would have enough water to serve domestic needs for moe
than 10O years.

In addition the Diserice, along with the Desert Water Agen-
oy, contracted for Seate Projecs Water toqalling 61,200 acre feet
annually by 1990, {The survey indicated that an average of
33,000 scre feer more water per year was being pumped from
the underground basin than was mawrally seplenished by sur-
face flows from the warceshed's rivers and canyons).

In thic report 1o the Corps of Engincers in 1967 the Districe"s
concluding statement remains true: "The water supply of the
valley has been partially ensured unl the year 1990, The last
remaining deterrent to full developmene is I{cund control. "’



FIRST RAILROAD TRAIN

feomfmsed from page 14)

The railroad was pushing on toward Theemal, which
believed 10 have been named for an SP official in San Fran-
cisca, and not for the heat whirlwind thermals thar rise up our
of the desert. Then the rails reached Walters (Mecea) and
Caleb, and arnived ar Durmid on March B, 1877 and went on to
Monmar, Salton and Flowing Wells.

The raihs reached Dios Palmas area March 16, 1877 and stages
lefr that sanion every other day for Preseott and Phoeni via
California and Anzona Express Co

The problem of an adequate supply of warer was again
hﬂ:nmin; acure, Each train ieling cxsl to YWuma our of Indian
Wells nceded five warer cars 1o make the mip. I any delavs
were neccssary the train orews would have to set our cam on
sidings 1o lighten the trains and save the warer,

Contraces Por Wells

The Southern Pacific Company contracted with Rose Well
Drilling Company to drill three wells, onc at Indio, Woodspur,
and Thermal. an eight-inch well ar Woodspur in 1880 did no
supply the amount of water needed, and the one a1 Thermal
gave the same resulis. They moved on 1o Walters, 196 feet
below sca level, and here they hit a gusher of aresian water in
1894, A trestle was built and a long pipe placed atop the tresile
with water valves spaced every car length o fill the tanks. The
westhound rrains set out the empey cars and the cast bound
wrains would pick up the full cars en route 1o Yuma. Ten tank
cars coubd be filled ae a vime, by anesian pressure

A welegraph SI-’lI!I'u_EI 'r[u ?Jtihli:lwd at Waliers and the
opcratof wis fespondéble for flling the empey cars as well as
handling train arders,

At Yuma In 1877

Sowthern Pacific officials abour this nme learned thar the
Samea Fe had reached the Colorado River east of Needles and
were bridging the nver, Shonly after the bridge was buily one
of the flash fAoods the Colorado River was notorious for
damaged the bndge beyond repair, this was a blow 1o the San-
ta Fe and work was stopped until the rilroad could reorganize
the work. This ook some of the pressure off the 5P rail laying
crews who reached Yuma and bridged the Colorado on Scp-
wember 30, 1377, The bne was completed o Tucson in 1880
and in 1BEL the first rain reached El Paseo,

On January 12, 1883, the last spike was driven near the Peoos
Eiver, Texas, completing the Sunset Route from Los Angeles to
New Ordeans, 3 wip the Sunzer Limited made i less than 40

howurs,
Good Diolla in

Brief mention should be made of the rail rate war of the
1887 when passenger raves were slashed o $1 from Missouri
H;H; to Pacific Coast. These colonization efforts had begun in
1E87%.

In 1888, through 1891, Southern Pacific sent five-car special
traind throughout the middle west with exhibics of California
produce to arract home-seckers 1o join emigrant trains which
i S ponMo of e v s s, el gt

water problem of ¢ ESETT SaW Iany piojects

besides the hauling of water from Hpmthpr;ﬂmpmd the
ﬂﬂ'lliﬂfmuf wells. At one time the railroad considered piping
water from Thousand Palms by gravity flow.

The railraad opened s hut-:lplind dining room ar the depot
in 1896, and later constructed a small clinic and hospital on the
grounds. A health camp sprung up near the depot early in the
1000,

The coming of the railroad opencd the Coachella Valley,
Although Indio was long 2 “'railroad wown''. nonctheless the
railroads drilling of wells proved thar there were great quan-
paeacs of waper which actractied sectlers. So the railroad and their
wells were wisal keys o progress in the first chree decades afier
the arrival of the Tirsy crain in 1876,

School History

feomtrmwed from page 32)

G Brumwell 1943-195%8; Dr. John T, Shea 1938-1962; Melvin
Curtis 1962-1972; Charles Pryor 1972-1973%, The district was
Unified with Mecca, Oasis, Thermal and Coachella and the
high school disericr July 1, 1973, and Dr. Gene Tucker became
superintendent until late Spring 1976 when Bobbie Duke
became the chiel administrator.

Desert Center Schools

The Desert Center Elementary School District was formed in
1933 from a part of the Coachella District, with 2 two-room
frame school opening at Desert Center. Following the opening
of Kaner Fagle Mou piain iron mine in 1950 the 1_|!th|
population grew ar the mine and a new four-mom building
was erected on the site of the existing school. In 1995 2 sx-
room school was built at Eagle Mountain, extended by six more
clanrooms in 1957,

In 1962 the districs was unified and withdrew from che
Coachella Valley Joint Union School Districr. Before
unificavion, however, the Coachella Valley Districe had buile
five high school classrooms, special rooms, library-study hall,
gvm Eacilicees and an administrative unit. fr was the CY
Dhistrict's third campus with Len Yalore as principal.

Desert Unification

Rex T. Johnson, who had taught in the Indio schools from
1932 to 1937 as a seventh grade veacher, returned in 1941 1o
succeed  Merle T:ip[w as superintendent of the elementary
district. Johnson died June 2, 1964, while preparations were
underway to vote on unification, During Johnson's illness and
following his death Gil Anderson was acting superintendent.
Di. Lester Hiebert was appointed Superintendent in August
1964. The voters appr anification in March 1963. The
district became Diesert Sands Unified School Districr July 1,
1966, and began operation of 10 elementary scholls and the
Indio High School on Avenue 46. De. Harold Schoenfeld was
approinted Superintendent and ook over his duties January
19, 1969, The district owns a site purchased by the cather CV
Unified on Cook and Avenue 44 in Palm Desen, an B0-acre
future high school locaton.

Callege of the Desert _

In January 1938, after ten years of swudy, vowers in the
Coachella Valley Joint Union High School Districe and the
Palm Springs Unified School Dissrict voted 1o establish 4000
square mile Coachells Valley Junior College Ditnce. D. G.
Brumwell acred as administrator for the new college board
from 1938 1o 1960. In February 1959 Dr. Roy T. McCall of
Modesto was named the first college president. Classes started
at College of the Desert in September 1962 locared north of
Avenue 44 in Palm Desert. The District's boundaries were cx-
panded in 1967 by annexation of the 1338 square mile
Mor Unified School Districe's boundaries. De. McCall
resigned in 1973 and Dr. Fern Stout became the second presi-
dent. The College had a 1977 entollment of more than 12,000
of which %300 were full rime students.
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Leland Yost Recalled 1916 Flood, Early Crops

Letand Yost's parents were of pioncer stock, His modher's
parcoits were among the 4% who came West o Nombemn
California from Keneucky. His father’s family came 1o California
from Pennivlvania on one of the railroad s emiprant imins in the
1870

His parernits homeueaded a deserr clawm in the Coachella Valley
on Avenue TR west of Pieree Strcer in 1904 where Leland resided
with his wafe until be death in Apnl, 1975, His father actvely
supponed the formanion of the Coachella Valley County Warer
Diisznict

Amang his recolleonions were those of ndling a horse from the
homeplace to Mecea before the Salton Sca began forming in 1904,
an event he personally witnessed. [o ook a day o go v lndio with
a ranch wapon amd tcam

"You could abo po o Mecea and wich the 3P Sidewander 1o
Indic,"" be remembered

Canmloupes wene the fime major crop harvesiod and shippod m
the Mecca area uneil abaowue 190% or 1906 when ondons were sdded
to the radl '|h|pm|;'n|:l., _I W, MNewimian ma n:p:n'.l a |,'an1.l.|nup|;' amd
lazer an onion packing association shed ar Thermal

some of the valley’s fimn mchons and omons were harvesed
where the Meoca School and former Mission Store suood, Charbes
Yout, Leland’s farher, grew and shipped some of those fina crops
from Mecca.

Leland recalled thar from 1907 to 1915 he worked sntcemitmen-
thy on the Oass area fnch and emembered his facher and 5. C
Evans, one-time Mayoer of Riverssde, also 2 landowner, improving
the roads 10 the Clasas anca

Afier coming here with his mother 1o join Mr, Yos on the
homestiead, the vounger Yest wenr o Redlands Uinivessity,
coming back briefly in 1916 when the Mexican border problems
voodk bris Redlands Mational Guand into Asmy service and later into
service in World War [, He merumed in 1920 a5 2 hewrenane, His
father became ill and Leland gave up his promising Army career
Druapng World War Il he carned b colonchcoy in the California
State Cruard,

General “-';J.\.'hinynn't Rille

It & imcresting to note thar onc of hs ancesors was intimatcly
connected with the Revolunonarny War, He had come o thet
counery from Bavarta, was a gursmith and thus was in demand
He o ropomed o0 have made a nfle for General George
Washingron.

Yost had a vivid memory of the Colorade River breaking
through the headworks of the Impenal Valley's imganion diver-
siof and foading into the valley for over pwo yvoafs o cecate Salon
Sea, “coming night up 1 the edge of Moo before the Soarthern
Pacific beeached rhe gap. ™

He also recalled the 1916 flood thar created the deep channel

e
- !!""J.
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1927 DEEP CANYON FLOOD DAMAGED INDIAN WELLS AREA

I 1927 flood warers ont of Deep Canyon warhed our several mider of roadways before reaching the Whitewater River channel. This
ICERE 1T &F 1o8IBe i corner trJ" Cood Road .m.l.lr_ll‘:!.rﬁ.r't'.r .rIrIJ'_rJ:I.'.I ary [ .I".'n;.lI.'.'ru-'r.r_;- omers i areg wath rhe Sroneater DNrircd | aaniiianee
Sowrrllt the If!l.rﬂrm.r :.{rm.u.-.'.l' .a".u}ng fnm".l'!lr.l'u"] 1o [maraw W el fo rl"u'.rr.r Jr-l.fi.'r'_,f:ll;':ﬂu'ﬁ diwid dveFl ORI rl".lm'n'gc.
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bed of the Whitewater River above Point Happy, The flood, the
worst in the memory of roudents, scourcd and decpened old
-l.'lnnnlch: :nr|: :ph.—.ld out ower |h|.- r..|.||nq,' ﬁ'r_rm Wk u[l L]
Saleon Sea.

He had gone to Indie before thar flood . bt on the way back 1o
the ranch he had car problems, and he sopped in Coachella for
repairs, It had been mining. The skics appeared 1o be clearing

during the night.
Moan Reflecied in Water

The druggis Schwanz was in Los Angeles so his pharmacist and
Yout had dinncr ac lis place. Lase in vhe evemang, when Yos hap-
pened 1o look our the back door, he saw the moon reflected 10
water. The flood waters had reen and wene spreading ouy over the
commuenny of Coachella nearly a foor deep by thar nme,

"The pharmist and | sand bagged the drug store, piled all the
stulll on the floor up onto mbles and went home o bed. [ remcem-
ber 1 :uul:ll:‘:dgﬂ the car ot of the garage the nexe day. There was
a decp layer of mud over everything as the flood waters reoeded.

*Trains were stalled in Indio and the passengers are everthing
in town. There had been heavy snows in the mountams and then
a warm rain pened o ause the heaviese runoff we had ever seen
bediee aof sre.

“Mantinez Canyon sbio mn heavy with Aood waters, All the
west side canyons were flooding. The mads along the railroad,
which had been two o thiee feer deep and were Frequenily
watered (o keep the dust from churning and blown out, became
mvers themselves,

"The railroad embankments provided a dike thar caused
water from Indio to mun down the south sde of the trucks nearly ©
Mecea, Cantaloupe Avenue (Now Grapefruit Boulevard) was
like a river, Sandy Corner was under warer, There was warer mone
than two feet deep in Fargo Sureet in Indio. | know, becuese |
walked ugs the railmad wracks from Coachella to Indio 1w see whar

s NAPRENE. o vored Thousand Palms Wish

“Watcr on the other side of the tracks picked up an old water
course caused by the Thousand Palms Wash, scoured i and
deepened in, and it later became the Coachiella Valley Siorm
Dirain,

"1 started home. [ got to the White & Albros Store in Thermal
where | stopped. My father had called from Mecca o find ot
whay had happened o me and asked if anyone had scen me. | had
been pone from home five days,"’ Yost said,

He remembeted Dr. Hamy Forbes, an osteopath who had been
corming down from Los Angeles to build wp his new ranch. Foebes
cstablished a hospial of owcopathy in Los Angeles but he was in-
tenscly interessed n the valley

*He had a crew of men moving 3 60-hosepower CrARING
from the Mecea rail siding 1o his ranch before one of the valkey
floods. After the food be hired Al Starr and a cowlboy reamster by
the name of Ross Franees to bang the eagine o the mnch. The
hig flywheels were loaded on a hay rack and 24 head of horses and
mules were hitched (o the wapons. When they poi aceoss the
railroad tracks the weight sank the wagons to the asles i the b
flass. They had w abandon the wagons there untl it died out
enough to get them free and moving again, as 1 remember . |
thiink it was 3 month or res before the rig reached the msch.™

He recalls thar Amomey Thomas Yager of Coachells was the
sparkplug who aroused the interest of the people in the formation
of the county watet district. There had been ralk quite a while
abour needing a water disinicn 1o protect and conserve the water
from the upper canyon sreams and even o book at some somof a
pragram by the valkey 10 bong Colorado River water here.

“He was 5 go-perter. He helped omganize and was an anormcy
for the Coachella Valley Stosmwater District in 1913, He came 10
the valley from Sania Ana. He had obtained his law degree from

the University of Southern California, He and his wife first lived
on the Henry and Bermiece Briges place. ™

“He had a Jor of vmion, | would consader bum &5 @ man in a
place ahead of his time,** Yost declared.

O Inluentel Fatm Center

Yoo abo recalled thar Farm Bureaw Ceniers wore organized fim
at Caleb, then Coachella, Oasin, Meeea, Thermal and lndio, Chet
Sparcy, Richard Blackburn and Yout ofien talked abowt “there
ousghr ro be just one big influencial Coachella Valley Farm Ceneer
representing all crops and the whole valley

"Blackbum did the work, He sct it up so we just had onc ceneer
and he was clecred ins fisst director, later moving up o County,
Stae amed Mational offiees with the Amenican Farm Bureau
federation. He did a Jot of work with stme in:tiihmm and
Congress on farm legiskation, and was an assey o California as well

a the valley. ™

“Ohne In?lhr problems of ralking abour building the Coachella
Branch of the All Amcrican Canal was that the Valley didn't
knrw whicre it was going 10 get the monty o do the job. In the
carlicst days of working toward petting of the canal no
ot knew if the povernment would help fmance . Franklin D,
Roosevelr changed all char in 1932 and the new board didin 't have
the worrics the obd board had abowr money maners, ar beass for
the canal projec."”

The first real big dare festival was staged in Indio in the present
Miles Avenue park under a single big tent,

"There were no goed roads into the valley prioe 1o abowe 1920,
There were few paces 1o stay of 1o eat but the festival was well ad.
venised and when people got to Indio, they had no place to go ex-
cepe o the fesgival. Several prominent men and growers had
backed the show with pledges agains the loan to stage the affair,

A wypical deserr wind havor with the fesival and ohe vene
mimmﬁd.ﬂw it was not 2 financial suces o the backers
head 1o pay off the debe."™”

Dare Fesgival kdea Ahead of Tume

"The date festval was 2 good idea, but it was aboue 10 oc 13
years ahead of iss ime, " he mused.

Yost had always been active in 1Fm:n'.n'ﬂ and  agrculural
ofganizations in the valley, There were few organizations he had
not served a3 3 seceenany an one time o another.

His father, Charbes Yost, was active in the orgamization of the
Coachella Valley County Warter Dusemcr. He abso orgarzed the
Mevca Growers Associapnon which shipped vegetables and grapes
and kater cunes from thar area. Some of us early organizens in-
cheded W. D, Gibbs, E. B. Ames, C. L. Edmunds and Richard
Blackbaarn,

Leland Yos ht!f:: ize the C, V. Citrus Association. He
was an carly » of the Comchella Valley Farm Center, He
wi @ charer member of the Coachella Yalley American Legion
Post 224, and served one term I&('OI'I'I.I'MI:EH. (The Post was
dissolved in the late 1930's after tuming over its funds in trus 10
the City of Indio 1o establsh a uniform sweer flag program for
heliskays. )

Your was secrevary-manager of the Coachella Walley Farmers
Assoctatson for ten years. He served 20 years on the
Valley Union High School board and also served on the Chasis
Elementary School District board of tnussees.

In Many Growers Organizanions

He managed the Mecca Growers Association which shipped
theough the Cahifornia Frus of which he was a staie
direcvor, now called Blue anchor, from 1963 1o 197%. He also
served on the board of the California Grape and Tree Fruit
League for six vears. He served a5 3 direovor of the California
Council of Growers, and onc of the firt on the Board of
Governers, He revired from thar post in 19468,

His wife. Crysal, came to the Coachella Valley us 2 high school
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DIKES SPREAD WHITEWATER RIVER FLOWS FOR REPLEMISHMENT

Eair of Windy Point on the ipreading area of the Whitewater River the District bas comstructed severad dikes 1o merercepr ani powd
the small foody awd Towd of the Whitewarer Biver to encowrage percolations imto the wndergroned Saiw and relenivhemeny,
Driagonally across Jower rght of photo i1 the raifroad mght of way. The severad thousand acre spreadling area it controlled by the
Diserrcy, the fand being larpely purchared by the Divtrrct i the 19205,

ieacher in 1919, She and anoaber high school wacher lived
Meoca st the Caravansary. She diove the school bus 23 one of her
dutics for a tme, It was dunng this time the Yoses mer. She con.
vnued teaching 3 few vean and seuled down o duties = 2
housewife and a bookkeeper on the ranch and the insurance
business Leland was condwoning up 1o the tirme of his death

The Yomas wene mareeed March 19, 1921, in Tulare, which had
been her home, She & a graduate of Stanford University, pase wor-
thy matron of the Bastern Sear, and Past presidemt of the
Coachella Valley Women's Club

The Yost's daughter Catherine is married o Dy, Richard Zim-
metrman of Fairfield, They have two children.

Spoke Californi Spanish

Mrs. Zimmerman grew up speaking “'California Spansh”™
because afrer the fim year she was in the care of Mesan women
on the ranch while Mr. Yost taughe. All of her young friends on
the ranch were children of workers of Mexican dowent so she
bccame fluent in their language, and later taught the language.

You recalled dhae the i wave of people from Mexico w

[

— CHFCWD Photo

Califomia came in abour 1832 and laver, mose of them from the
Sonora arca o work in the pold Felds. A small now immigration,
mastly farm workers, ahout 1908-1909, picking prapes,
working in vl?nahks on the ranches,

st Mexican Familics Afver World War 11

“The fers big bunch really came during and after the firn
Woeld war. They came heavily in 1917 and 1918 on the ondons —
it was 1 bag operanion unnl i went broke in the 1920's.

immigrants were family groups, with wagons,
camg in the fall wo plant, went north, and came back arou
April 1o harvess. Then they'd go back 1o Mexsoo.

“Today," he once recalled, “"Mexican-Americans not only
work the farms in the valley, bun they own many of them, 1 think
this valley s onc of the most interesting examples of what a
foeign minomty can do, Iv didn’s happen unail they grew up o
their jobs, and were willing 1o sccept the regponsibiliies. We grew
up with them and saw them up, too. They have been
thoroughly comperens, d:prrll:lﬂ:*hmm and srsightforwand,
and 1'm ralking abos all workers from Mezico, " he emiphasized.



as told by Melvin Bisbee

My first recollection of Coachells Valley was of the train stop-
peng ar Inclio and my mother saving, ““How kot i 51

This was the msddle of Auguss 1901 and we were on our way 1o
stam a new home near Waleers (lager called Mecca),

Dhad Bisbee had l'u.-n,-n | ulnm:n i Sinp;t! Scw'il:'ll: Machine
Company in Los Angeles, bur because of his rheuman condimion,
his docor advised hem o seek a dryer climate. By chance, he mer
o man named Bill Covingron who owned some land near Waliers
(mow Mr. Casts Ranch or “"Garden of the Sciting Sun''),
Covington had recemtly dnlled an amesian well and banke a one-
oom house on the propetty, The resules of this mecting was my
dad going mio 3 parnership agreement with Covingron to farm
the banel.

This partnership berween my dad and Covington was only ver-
bal, Covingron was o furnish the horses, faming wols and some
hinancing, As the deal turmed oas, ('.nl.'i.n_glml furnnhed very lirgke
of what he had promised bur sinee my dad had nothing
winting, there wasn's much be could do abour . Nevenheless, he
planted a fow actes 1o melons, some sweer com, some oxts and
barley for vhe homes and cow.

Our family conststed of Dad Bisbee, my mother, myselfl %%
years of ape, my sisser Ramona, 14 months, and my brother John

g
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Bishee Remembers Walters in 1801

s weeks old, My older sister Emily stayed in Los Angeles with
friends wo finish school, a3 there was no school ap Walters, When
wi arrived in Walters (Meoca) chere was only two white women in
town besides my mother, One was the wife of the railroad section
foreman and the other the agent’s wife. The agent and his wife
had a small grocery store m.ﬁt from railroad rics located a shom
distance behind the starion. The store fumished supplies w the
Mexicans who worked for the railroad s well 5 Indians from the
feservations (o the wese

The firse thing dad buily was 2 small rescrvoir mear the well co
store warer for imgation, The well was located a point about
where Avenibe 66 and Highway 111 meet ar the present nime.
Thar first year in the Valley had many hardships for us, The
coyotes were so plentiful we had o keep our few chickens
p:nnn:l. ']'hrr:' WEIC %0 rnm,r 'lu':|d burroei ru:ming s we
had 1o put barbed wire fencing around the crops. Also we were
bothered continually with Indian cattle that were let to run
wild to feed on mesquite beans and browse on anything they
cotild find.

W' had becn here only a short while when my siser Ramona
ook sick. Mother cared far her the best she could but ber con-
dition continued to worsen. She needed 3 docror, =0 Dad

Wik I bl s

[CECREAM

COACHELLA S STREETS LIKE RIVERS IK 1927 FLOOD

February 13 fo 17, 1927, warm rarns and rapially meliing seow from the tribwiary canyoms cut travel fo the Valley. Deep Can
washed ou 1500 feet of Hiphway near Cook's Ranch in Indian Wells cutting a chammel eight to tem feet deep. The bed ::){;
Whisewarer River war fowered el b feer ar Porng Happy. The stormwarer channel was mot well defined from Indio beyond Thermal.
Floodwarers moved tmioe Coschellz o aipers sowth toward Thermal, Above 0 @ wew fnben on Siceh Sireei buptmesy fecirom mw

Coachella Febraary 16

— L. V. Hixtorieal Society Phoro
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telegraphed Dr. King in Banning vo come immediacly. Dr. King
caught the first train which was a feeight train o Indio and then
the fime ane from [ndio south. When e amved, be sud there was
nothing he could do, the child had “cholera morbas™ and was
oo far gone now. He wok the neo main back. That nighe
Ramona died. One of the men at the station found some boards
and conseructed a coffin in which she was buned in the cemerery
f{the locamon which now would be under the store room at the
back of the Obd Hill Saoee).

Mecea (at that time Walters) proper when we amived in August
of 1901 was & welegraph and express office on the west side of the
tracks next 1o the water tank where all the trains stopped o rake
on water for the engines.

On the same side of the vacks and north of the sauon was a
long siding equipped with overhead warer pipes to fill tank-cars.
A man was on dury night and day filling them. Water was fur-
nished for section crews and stations as far ease 2 Yuma and south
tor Calexicn. The water For che water tank and filling the cars came
from a deep aresian well. In those eardy days, the wells drilled in
that part of the Valley produced a of water with srong
pressure 50 no pump was necded to fill the ank and water cars.

Abso some of the first wells near Thermal, gave a flow of e
feer above the casmg. In 190% my father bought owenty acres of
land from Charlic and John King a mile south of Thermal and
casr of the railmad. The onginal well drilled two or three years
before was a two-inch well and fumished water for farming ton
acres when fimg drlled, When we wok over the ranch, this well
had stopped flowing and dad drilled an cight-inch well and in-
stalled a pump and gasoline engine.

The wells i the Meoca arca (center of the Valley) connnued
with pressure for a number of years, As late as 1911, a well on
the Charlic Brown ranch had pressure wo turn 2 waterwheel for
running a compressar on an ice plane as well as elecuric lights

Thermal Granmar School

In 1905 Dad was farming on the Maclane Banch (now Ben
Laflin's) and | starved to school at Thesmal. The firss schsoal bowse
had just been baile. It was new and the painters had not fnished
painting the outside when school opened. It was a one foom
schaocl, one reacher teaching fist through cighth grades, 1 cons
vinueed my full cight prades st Thermal gl:hc-nl then four years ar
Coachells Valley Union High Schoal.

I believe the wown of Thermal has experienced a rise and fall
moee than any wwn in the Valley. Coachella has had some bad

fires bur Thermal has had the most destructive ones.

st there was the fire thar burned a botel and r
building near where Limon®s Store now stands. The second fire
destroyed the Nichol's Mercantile Company, then one of the
largest general soges in the Valley, (where E.K. Wood Lumber
Company & now), The third fire came after this corner was rebuilt
and occupied with a drug store, pool hall and ressaurans, Then
thase buildings burned

The Fourth and Worss Fire

Abour this time (the yvear i3 a question) Thermal rcally starced
po bosoan, Mr. Fleerwood, a man with conssderable finances, ook
over the townsate and built a theee-story hotel, Hotel Fleetwood, a
large wownhall (abour 30° x 130 7), three owo-bedroom cotages
just wiest of the hotel, and a boardwalk in front exending o the
rrain srect near the railroad,

The town ar this tmc also had a blacksmith shop, livery sable,
real esate building, a church and packing sheds, About 1920: It
was along the kst of July o the fim part of August when tragedy

[LH

First Water Delivered
from Canal March 1948

Although the first official delivery of warer through the new
underpround distribution system was to the Russel-Alexander
Ranch cast of Thermal on March 29, 1949, some tEMmparary
{over-the-ditch-bank) deliveries had been approved earlier.

According to Assistant Manager Keith H. Ainsworth the first
of this |i.-|u: of emergency delivery was made by syphon from
the canal at the Stevning & Bowlin Ranch.

According to Ainsworth, who came o the disrict as
hydrographer June 30, 1948: A few farmers bordering the
canal were receiving water through syphans when 1 arrived,

“In July Makolm Crawford, watermaster, and 1 anempaed
to ‘legalize’ these deliveries. The Board of Directars adopred a
policy which was in the form of an authorization to accept
these “tempnrany emergenry” deliverics,

CAllnew syphons beginning in July 1948 required approval
of an applicavion for construction installation, which was
accomplohed by the water user ar his expense,

“Then we contacted owners of syphons thar were installed
prioe o July 1948 and meters were installed at thar pime,"”

First Meters Read

When the Duserict read the meters on these syphons the first
tme in August 1948, the following meters were read;

; Russel-Alexander, 12-inch high pressure, meter, 996.6 acre
cot

Will Ward, 12-inch low pressure meter, .37 acre feer.

Stevning & Bowlin, 10-inch low pressure, 140.% acre feet,

Kennedy Bros., 12-inch low pressure, No, 1, 338, 8 acre feet.

Kennedy Bros., 12-inch low pressure, Mo, 2, 254, 3 acre fieet.

Kennedy Bros., 12-inch low pressure, No. 3, 366.% acre feer.

Kennedy Brod., 12-inch low pressure, Mo, 4, 331-6 acre feet.

Mel Kent, 10-inch meter valve, 4058 aere feet,

Mel Kent, 10-inch low pressure, 260,85 acre feet,

George Gonzales, 10-inch meter valve, 59,7 acee feer.

Eddic Apodac, 10-inch meter valve, 40,6 acre feer.

Leanharde Swingle, 8-inch low pressure, 2.3 acre feet,

Wm. Kerseiner, 12-inch bow pressure, 182.9 acre feet.

Wm. F. Casey, 18-inch low pressure, 472.6 acre fect.

Ben A, Mlm, i 2-inch low prossure, M. F aete feeg

George Kellar (Bourse). 10-inch low pressure, 16.% acre feet.

DEMNMIS HACKETT
Auditor-Conteoller
Appointed June 15, 1978




struck, The hotel was empry excepr for one of two gucses. Mo
-I-I1H'|T| W |'|'|Jil].'_'in|-: Etl‘l' I'II"'H.'I :Ild HIH:I ACTENE A5 fl:h'lk I'I.'IE SOOI
unkmown resson, the fire stared in the kichen on the southwest
EOEnCT.

| just happened 1o be coming ino 1wt when | noced the
simake Miskp | e AR the fust bo arfive st the soene. Because
harvest was over and the packing houses dosed, there were very
few people in town

As the hoel burned and the buming shingles were carmed over
i, it was not bong belore the meod al the town-hall stamed o
bum. Several athers and | had climbed w the roof with wer sacks
and pur oug the first sparks chat fell, buy finally found char we
weTe JK|1|:||'||g 3 losing bacle. S0 we Jpiat all agr effoms in nH:-l.'iitg i
paano out of the nearby Thomas Cotage that already had s roof
o fire

When mowas all aver, there weee these boases: Hoeel Fleerwonad,
Town Hall, Preacher Llovd s house, Thomas hoare, and the oot-
tage west of the hogel

As 2 |:~|l:.' i Thermal, | remember how the asscngeT {rakmns
would stop o koad expreis, melons, omaess and prapss I
sl The traem poang weat often stopped for vweniy momates of
even more when the harvess was at s peak. The express train
going cast in the laie aftermoon genenally stopped for only five
minuees, but one or two other boys and [ ook advansage of
these stops 1o sell cantaloupes and small paper bags of grapes 1o
che passenpers. One swmmer 1 feared 4%, 00 which ]rl.'.lr!-l'l'] I
hul.' 1.|.h-:|-.r| [} |u|;1|n T aniii t.il.I"lII'.' phie nexe VEA.

THERMAL BAFTIST CHURCH

A 1979 wiew, rphs, of the Thermal Baprins Church winch e
rowme wie for fegd sedood cdirooms. FPhoro Jﬁpru'rﬁ.l" &, ¥
Subemparime March 3, 1920, One peacher conducied 1913 elarzer
briefly in the belfry tower. [See Schools story.)

CANAL WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM CONSTRUCTION BEGAN IN 1948

Coachells Valley's Improvement Distric No. 1, Colorado River water servite area, voted approval of the undergrosnd lateral
distributton rystems fate in 1947, This it & wiew of construction of Lateral 99.8 cast of Thermal, excavarng the pipe trench and layimg

39-tmeh diamerer resnforced comerese pipe by B. V. Lioyd & Company, coniracror

— UF, 5. Bureaw of Reclarsation Phoso
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Coachella Valley Was in Three Counties

Whao weee the first inhabiiants of the Colorado Desern and
more parcicularly the Coachella Valley?

Anthropologiss state that the Caswcadians were the fimt
inhabitants of the far west, probably crosing the soe shell in
the Bening Sca, moving and fanning out over the continent
mare than 20,000 years ago.

These people and their descendams stopped in the
Coachella Valley and the Colorado Deser on thesr way sowth 1o
found the might Artec, Mayan and Inca civilizagions.

In the Joshua Tree National Monument's Pinto Basin arvifac-
t5 are found of a people called *"Early Hormeon ™" culiune, and
somenmes referred 10 a5 Pinte Man®'. These anifacos dae
back more than 10,000 years. The people resided around whar
was then a verdant arca and a fresh water lake

Once 3 Grrassland

I the ladio and Mecea Mud Hills are found bones of
prehistonic camels and other fossils 1o indscate that dhes area was
once a lush prassland suppoming such life,

It wasn't wnnl the ninch and enth cenmuries g anifacos
and evidence of recent civilizations were presented and are
noted today through campsites, trade routes, settlements and
rrail,

In the desern regions the Malpais culture, now spocifucally
called San Dicguito |, left evidence of sevtlements and wrails on
old lake shores, including ancient Lake Cahuilla, and between
waleT ScHifces,

Abour 900 years ago the Cahuillas, generally considered o
be connccted o the Azecs in the Uto-Aztecan language

roup, and Shoshone ap red from the nonhczss, They arc
t-rli.:vtd. o have made the presendly definable trails through
the Coachella Walley and nearby mounuains, from Palo Verde
Valley and the Colorade River to San Gabriel, and their
descendanis have added to those rails the past 800 years.

Since the arrival of the early Cahuillas and Shoshones other
Indians made their appearance including the presene
Cahuillas, The Chemehuevi, who came to Twentynine Palms
area under the pressure from the Mohave, also moved into the
Coachella Valley, in recent history,

A. L. Kroeber, University of Californiz, in his 1923 “"Handd-
book of Indians of California™, reported many Chemehuevi
moved o the Cabazon reservanion area, southeast of Indio, in

the 18607,
Three Groups of Cabuillas

Krocber numbered the Cahuillas ar 750, and belicved they
may have eriginally numbered more than 2500, He listed three
groups: Western or Pass Cahuilla which included Agua Calien-
te (Palm Springs) and the San Gomgoneo Pass arca: Diesern
Cahuilla from cast of Palm Sprngs to the Salton Sea, and the
Mountain Cahuilla {south of San Jacinto peak and in the Santa
Roza Mountain :rl.-al-i)

The petroglyphs, found in much of the desert area, include
many made up to the beginning of the 20th cenwury and are
genetally considered historically and archeologeeally local and
current in authosship. The rock wall engravings or paintngs
arc purpomed to mark trails, water sources, and rites,

Bur who were the firss non-lndians and whar are the impor-
tant dates beginning abour four hundred years ago leading up
to abour 1930 Early records are scanty. Forunately the
Spanish padres did keep diares and accounis. Eardy frontiers-
men, soldiers and prospectoss added 1o them. The tollowing
then, will provide an incomplete early calendar of evenus,
prople and places:

110

1540 — li probably began this year with Hermando de Alar-
coi, who sailed up the Gulf of California, up the Colorado
River. The Melchowr Diaz party was the land branch of the cx-
pedition. Alarcon may have reached as far inland as the present
sive of Necdles and was probably the first European o explore
Eastern Riverside County. Francisco de Ulloa had discovered
the mouth of the Cobor the year previous

16E0-1T11 — Father Eusebto Francisce Kino made ex-
peditions o the Colorado. In 1701 he crosed the Colosade
with the Yuma Indians as guides and may have been the first
to sec Imperial Valley and that secrion of the Colarado Diesert

1768 — Father Francisco Tomas Garces made the first five
cxpeditions, one being with Capt, Juan Bautista de Anza in
1774 en route from Tubac to whar is now San Francisco.

1774 — Capt, de Anza's first expedition cromged Imperial
Valley, Both expedions were throwgh Borrego Valley and che
San Jacinto Mountains. The Monterey to Ala, California
colonizing trek was in 17751776, sccompanied by Father
Pedro Font, On Christmas Eve a baby boy was born in Borrego
Canyon area.

1 776—Father Garees crossed the Mohave Desert en roure 1o
the San Gabriel Musion viz Capon Pass,

178 — Fr. Garces began cstablishing scatlement of Yama
with o mssion

1815 — First mention of San Gabriel Mission obtaining salt
from Salton Sink by Indians, Route was referred oo 20 years or
mioee

1820 —Padres at San Gabriel had esrablished a rancho in San
Gorgonio Pass near what is now Beaumont

18211822 — Cocomaricopa Indians used the San Gorgonio
Pass and orossed Coachella Valley 1o carry messages and mail 1o
the presidios of Tucson and Sonora, Mexico,

1823 — Capt. Jose Romero and L. Esqudillo accempr an ex-
pedition from San Bermardine through San Gorgonio Pass wo
set up route to Tucson but wirned back abowr a day’s journcy
from the Colorado River due to lack of water. Romero was suc-
cesstul a year laver when after 11 days be reached the Colorado
December 19, 1824, with L. Romualdo Pacheco. They crossed
the valley via Agua Calienie, Toro, Dos Palmas and Salt Creck
Wash. Pacheco reported the route was impractical but it was
continually used as far a3 Taro for many years.

1826 — The Spanish Fathers report visits w the desen
Cahuilbas g Agua Caliente,

1828 — Flooding of Salton Sink reponed. (The Colorado
River flooding of the Sink was alio repored in 1840, 1849,
1850, 1852, 1859, 1862, 1891 and 1594.)

1843 — The Spanish-Mexicans (Californios) are reported
receiving inceeasing amounts of salt from Salvon Sink using In-
dian trals established hundreds of years carlier, Similar reports
described che sale deposins in 1848,

1845 — Benjamin [, Wilson, a Mexican citizen, was sent in-
to the desert by the last of the Mexican governos, Pio Pico, 1o
capture two rencgade Indians. At Palm Springs (Agua Calicn-
te), the Indians, on osder of the chief. Old Cabazon, assisted
by following the pair and bringing back their heads in a sack.

1846 — Brig, Gen, Kearny, Commander of the Aomy of the
West, teached the Colorads River, en route to San Dicgo.

1847 — Mexicani under Gen. Jose Mama Flores, were
belicved to have fled through the San Gorgonio Pass through
the Valley to Sonara, Mexico.

1849 — Dr. Oliver M, Worencralt noted Colorado River
flooding into Safton Sink and was first to purc forward idea of



Capsule History Reveals Colorful Early Days

irrigaiing the Colorado Deser by 2 canal from the Colomdo
River. In May, with a group of men and animals, he cxplored
the desert, found Indians successfully cultivating plots around
springs and warer holes. Wozencraft had taken a position as
Indian Agen for the Government i 5an Francisco ar the age
of 33, Ten years later he was granted 1600 square miles of the
Salton Sink area by the Stave Legnlature, contingent upon get-
ting Federal approval. He appealed vo Congress for granes and
watcr rights, which he was unable to obtain at the nme of his
death in 1887,

1849 — Califarnia Ip:ulli fush brought first of prospecions
through Coachells Valley, moss preferring the Yuma roune,
Dhicgo route, or Vallecioos and Watner's Ranch rowee, but somme
came through Salt Creck Wash from Colorado River.

1850 — California admitied to the Union as sovereign State
on September 9. On February 18 San Diego County formed in-
cluding the arca south and dirccily cast of Whitewater and
Cabazon o the Colorado River

1852 — Bouthern California Indians sign oreaty, which
Congress failed w mify, and became wards of the Gover-
nment. Cahuillas were to be given sinp of land 30 miles wide,
A0 mubes lopg,

1853 — San Bernardino became county seat when now couin.
ty was formed April 26. New county ook in some of the most
nerthern pare of the valley.

1853 — PFederal Government called for a survey for a
sourhern railroad route. Li. R. 5. Williamson with | G. Park in
the field along with Professor William P. Blake, peologist, led
a large party ﬁ:mugh the valley, discovering the San Gorgonio
Pass as the best low-level pass on the entire Pacific slope. Blake
named the desent “"Colorado”™ giving it the name for the first
time. He noted the old beach ling above sea level at coral Reel
and Traverine Poing as well as viny spiral shells ag the base of
the moungaing, and on the valley floor, Indians indicated o
Blake the last time water rose o the ancient shorelines was
aboue $00 years earlier. For many years the occasional small
body of alkaline warer in the £: ton Sink was known as
“Blake's Sea."" Blake, however, referred 1o the anciens sea as
“Lake Cahuilla.™

1852-1853 — Col. Henry Washingion on another gover-
nment supvey broke 3 wagon road dhrough the walley,
established monument in the San Bernardine Mountains and
establshied base line—Lattude 34 north and Longitwde 117
west, He mamed Carhedral Canyon, because the canyon
resembled a cathedral. (Cathedral City vook its name from that
canyen i 1925.)

James G, McDonald contracted 1o set up secuion markers
from San Gorgomo o the Colorado, He noted a il through
the valley in 1853, Col. Washingron employed John R, and
Hosace M. Frink, San Timoteo Canyon ranchers, as freighters
and guides to complete the survey by 1837, They described
using a trail by way of Agua Calicnie to Dos Palmas, up Salion
Wash, north and cast to the Colorado, An eccasional roure was
one that went cast from Whetewater (o Two Bunch Palms,
Thousand Palms, to Dos Palmas,

1855 — San Bernardine County had 2 request for soldiers
from San Gorgonio Pass settlers because of Indian problems in
Movember,

1856 — Henry A. Grabb led a flibuster expedition o the
San Gofgone Pass en route to Sonofa tugning south ithrough
the Lamb’s Canyon.

1857 — A stage line roure was reportedly surveyed through

the Pass to Yuma, direcred by San Bernardino County super-
supcrvisors and suppored by Dr, lsaac W, Smith and others,
The Burterficld Overland Mail Line in E8%8 rejected the noune
duie 10 a searcity of warering places bevond Dos Palmas and, in-
stead, a lime was routed through Warner's Ranch

1858 — Silas Cox vraveled by hosseback over whar s now the

ot railroad line and noted 3 trail he believed broken by
immigrants on the cast side of Salton Sink. The Bunerfield
people in checking our the proposed line with proncer wagons
dug a well ap Whitewater.

1860 — The March 15 Los Angeles Star reporied a strike of
pold rumored on the Colorado and in May 12 edivon repored
$12,000 in gold received in Los Angeles. A letter by Cape. H.
&, Burton {larcr a General) of the UL 5, Army wrinten March 22
respeciing Wozencraft's proposal o itfigace the desert . . . 7'l
consider it {the Colorado Desent of Califernia) an immense
wase of uninhabited country, incapable of cultivation withour
irrigation . . , even the Indians think of this desent with terror,
they believe the souls of bad Indians are condemned to wander
ower this deserr forever, in summer withour water, and in win:
rer withgut clothang. . .

The same year in an April 14 lever abio supponing Wozen.
eraft’s Me. John Kains to the House Committee on the Public
Lands: ., . '] have crossed and recrossed the above described
scction of counury some 13 times . . . with the cxception of the
location of the ledian canchario fsic), at the opening of the San
Gargonio (sic) Pass . . . there is nesther water nor vegetation,
and the excessive hear and drifting sands make it exvremely dif-
ficule g0 cross over it owing o which there has been great suf-
fering. boss of life and propeny . . . on this desery of death (as
called by the Mexicans) . . . | lost myself, at one rime, some
£30.000 warth of sheep that | had driven chus far from New
Mexwo ., "'

1862 — Mexican prospeciors found gold in a dry wash on the
Colotads, joined by Pauline Weaver and companions they
took out pold and broadcast the news at Yuma. The discovery
site by Weaver was at what became known as La Paz, Weaver
was one of the fisse scrlers in the San Gorgonio Pass west of
what 5 now Highland Springs. Gold fever mounted and men
andﬂguqﬁu began moving west through the Pass as wornd
spread.

I]I'I'Im;- increasing number of cravelers prompred William [,
Bradshaw 1o a scouting party through the Pass and in a let-
ter to the Los Angeles Star he described sites on the wail in-
cluding Agua Caliente, Sand Hole {now Palm Desert), Indian
Well, Torro, Marnin's House, Lone Palm, Dos Palmas, Canyon
Creek, Tabisaca and Chuckawalla Springs. He used maps
provided by Chicf Cabazon and a3 Cocomarscopa Indian mail
runner and received belp from Cahuilla Indians 2t Martinez,
He and William Warnngron established a ferry on the nver, ban
Bradshaw never personally engaged in operating a freight line

1863 — Freighting to the nver increased and several abortive
effors were made o csablish regular stage seevice, John R.
Frink and James Grant, San Bernardino, starved service in Scp-
tember, opened the Chuckawalla well and buile a starion. Los
Angeles and La Paz Stape Co. began operanons in August until
Februiary 1864 offering a 4 ¥ day run, their service ended when
Frink and Grant got vhe mail contract and ran the temace into
Prescom and east, Grant endding up the sole propretor of the
line.

1863 — An epidemic of small pox ravaged many Deserr
Cahilla Inchans. La Par was !Epn)l'll'dp‘:ﬂ have 1000 people. The



INDIAN STOREHOUSE OF WOVEN WEED

Indizms cached and viored mesquite beans, seeds and other proviions in these off-the ground platforse ster with buge bavkers of
wovew weed and mpua. This photo taken near Martinez Retervarion wear Valerie Jean about 1915,

Civil War having closed the Butterficld Overland Stage runs
east of Yuma in late 1851 and most 1862, the Pass route grew
in use. An alternate route used mainly duning times the Agua
Cahenie roure was impassable man along the cas side of the;
valley fram Dos Palmas to Thowsand Palms, Two Bunch Palms
to Whitewater. Mineral City on the rver became Ehrenberg
in 18GT.

1867 — Grang gave up his hing and Phincas Banming, Los
Angeles, moved into the gap carrying passenpess and 'Wells
Fargpo express on colorful stages from Wilmingon o San Ber-
narding o Yuma via Agua Calicore, a 72 hour run, which con-
vinued for several months unnil March 1867, Herman Eheen-
berg, Anzona pioneer, was Killed by an Indian bandin at Dos
Palmas during the mght of October 9. Apua Calienie Indans
trapped the killer the nexe February, Ehrenberg has been
repored to have been buried at Dos Palmas,

1868 — United Svanes increased use of Bradshaw road for
rl'I||il:lt'!.' and manl pufpeises 1o Preseot and Phoons. Mail o
Yuma was placed on river boars ar La Paz and Ehrenberg. In
April the Anzona Overland Mail was opcranng

1870 — Increasing number of prospecoors, sentlers sceking
California fortunes, stage coaches including James Grane's line
and freighting wagons wsing Bradshaw Road, prompted San
Bernarding county to dig a well for travelens’ convenience ar
Indian Well, just west of Poine Happy, because of unceliability
of the 30-foot decp hand dug Indan Well

1872 — Panty surveying the roadbed of railroad reaches
present site of Indio in March, Writer notes thar Riverside was a
sheepranch.

1875 — Lis. George Wheeler and Enc Bergland, with U, 5.
Corps of Enginecrs survey expedition, on orders of the Federal
Government 1o sudy routes 28 well as feaubility of diverting
Colorado River for amiganing the Coborado Desernt, crossed
valley both ways, firs in Scprembser 187% and later i February
187G

1876 — L, Bergland, easn bound throagh the Pas, noged
the railroad had buile as far s Whitewarer where 1 had a
station, Stage stavwons had been in g stace of disrepair, be said,
reporing alio “"Wells Express Company eefurbishing statons
and dispatching from the Whitewacer mail seomonus, " and new
wells dug "'half way between Teros and Dos Palmas and cast of
Mule Epﬁnr Szanon.’’ H-rrgland n.'p-urrm‘l Southern Pacific

1z

— C. V. Historical Society Collectron

laying rails and building grades cass fram Whitewater 1o Seven
Palms which had been reached in Janwary, The madbed had
reached Edom in February, The rails continued at Salvea, Edom
and reached Indio (then known as Indian Wells) carly in May
Arizonz and New Mexico Stage Company organized by Charles
Heney Wells, son of Hente Wells, San Frapcmsco, with
S 106k, 000 Wells Fargo money, (but with no L. 5, Mail conirac)
went out of business in August, The California and Arizona
Stage Line had the contrac

1876 — Southern Pecific Railroad reponed first trains left
Los Angeles f-l:!-f Indian Wells and return on May 29, on a four
houwr schedule. Stage conncctions for Prescot, Arieona were
listedd on the September schedule. A. N. Towne was General
Superintendent for whom a sireer in present-day Indio is
named.

1877 — "Indian Welk'" was changed 1o Indio the Spanish
name for Indian, a reservation being locaied just vo the sourh
of the new station and yards, and because there were other
“Indian Wells'" on the maps, a1 government request
Railroad engincers ahead of the road bed and tack laying crews
(made up mostly of Indian and some Mexicans) drilled vest
wells ;[.nng the moure, lasging two at Morimar (3 name taken
from “Monmere” meaning dead lake or sea). On May 13 the
Valley's Indman Resenmuons were dessgnated a6 Cabazon,
Agua Caliente, Torees, Maninez and Auwgustine, Bradshaw
road was in use from ihe extending rail stavon erminals, The
ratlraad siding ar Thermal was named bocause of the beat of
thie area ane repomn indicared.

Li, Bergland in his report on the climare of the Colosado
Desen (Coahwila Valley) wrote: ““The climare in the hot
months s not onc in which a sane peson would sclect in
which to spend the summer " He noted Coahuila Indians
cultrvanmg “Small garden p-]uu. and rape wome gru.in anad
vegetables™ at anchenas

1877 — Southern Pacific orossed the Colomdo River ar Yuma
in September and was maintining regular schedules through
Dos Palmias where Grant's stage line took passenpers 1o Ehren-
berg and Prescott. A Los Angelena, Di. cl] P. Widncy,
proposed murning Salton Sink into an inland sea o change
Southern California’s climare and his scheme became known as
“Widney's Sea. "™’

1880 — Railroad drills well a1 Woodspur (also spelled



Wood Spur, now Coachella) under what is now Highway 111
{Grapefmuit Blvd.), It was a emall cable vool well. The siding
was called Woodspur because of the mesguite wood Indians
brought te siding there for rail wse. This wood hauling
denuded much of the area which had been heavily overgrown

W.E. Van ﬁ-l.'!.'i:r and a M. Byme of San Bernarding pur-
chased 3 small mnchero of Pedro Chino above what s now
Palm Springs and may have been the valley's first whiee sex-
tlers

1881 — Jack 5, Moore, Banning, staked ron claim in what 15
now BEagle Mountaim arca

1882 — Oild San Dicgo County map shows valley's name as
“Cahuilla Valley™. Wew Liverpool Salt Company operating by
Worden, Green and Durbrow, Durhrow later built home near
present Highway 86 and Monroe in Indio and rede the tramns
back and forth 1o the sali works which had 2 j:di:iﬁ ar Salron
where there was a large semlement of Indian workees. Henry
McKay was salt works superentendent, (He laer pave the
presidential names o the valley's nomh-south roads when
valley county road supennecndent, )

1883 — A, G, Tongman, who came in 1877 a5 2 cofstruction
crew boss for the milread, became teleprapher and station
agent ai lisdio, Harlroads dave las jpil:r__l;nu.tr,.‘ 12 mear Pecos
Brver completing the Los Angeles w0 New Orleans Sumsc
Rowie, Hailroad hooel and restavrant opened

1884 — John Guthrie MeCallum moved o Apua Caliente,
banle firse irngavion project.

1885 — Tingman resigns from raiload job to smar a
provisioning place south of depot, across the tracks, thus
becoming Indio’s fimst enteeprencur. Railroad drlled a suc-

ieuful cable ol and bucker well near the Indio starion for
depot and employees

1885 — Mon-railroad lands were opened 1o homesicaders.
The firss Coachella Valley homesecader under the ' Desent En-
iy Act’” was a farmer, Parnck Gale, who took up land in Sec-
ticn 23, the month part of the present Indio towndne, northwesr
of the Jackson Streer overpass. Gale laer moved 1w near
Coachella. Gale was reporied by Mrs, Edith Rods 1o have been
given mwo date offshoots by C. P. Huntingron, SP official,
when he returned from the Mediterrancan, ""to fee how daces
would fare™

1889 Gold mining acvivity mounted with addigional
discoverics and filing of goll mining cloms being worked i
the Crrocopia, Little San Beenardine and Chuckawalla Moun
rains, Mecea, then known as Waliers, became prospecior’s anil
freigheer’s center, Shaver's Well was drilled by the county 1o
wive Box Lanyon fcamsicr and gravelers

1887 — Southemn Pacific passenger rates cut to $1 from
Mussoun Bver to Los Angeles, A syndicate and promoters were
selling land in Palmdale in whae s now Palm Spomngs area, on
Movember | a 50,000 land avcnon chmaxed 3 tram exoursion
from San Francisco

IEER Firis w.|||:g.' frivid afficed esiablubhed, the fire ot
Palmdale {now Smoke Tree Ranch area) on March 9 with
Thomas M. Swect as postmaster. The sccond was ae lndio on
July 3 wath Albery G, Tingman as possmaster using dry gogsds
boxes for sorving mail. A shont-lived narrow.gauge railooad was
buike from Seven Palms 1o Palmdale. (Soc " “Shon-Lived Tiny
Railroad™.)

I1888-1898—Increasing numbers of homesicaders were

FIRST DENOMINATIONMAL CHURCH IN THE VALLEY

The Presbylenian Churef wai mlq,-.rm:r.d' in Ohcrodrer 1902 m Coachella, the frraf Proteitant denommationad chureh im the Valley, wrih
the Rev, Aibert Difworsh ar paitor af a grogp of 23 perions, The congregaiton firsd mecitng v Somes, phir cherch Sndlaimp war farer
Built at Seventd and Orcharad, Ber, Difworeh war phe father of the lare State Semator Nelion Difiarth. Abore photo appeared in the

Coachella Valiey Sulrmariwe in April 1920



taking up land around Indio and Mecca rownsices and in lower
part of valley around sdings, As statsons were constneceed sages
were settled.

1889 — Two offshoots imponed by the povernment in firs
impeorration of dates plamed on Gale’s homeszead. (One 15
now on Riverside County Fair and MNanonal Date Fesuival
_Fll.ﬂlﬂl‘l'l., bemp mioved from the former Ted Buck manch in vhe
carly 1930°s, Sce Nimon s story on dare indusiry. )

1890 — Father Flonan Hahn, direcror of St Boniface School
for Indians in Banning, adminsvered vo Indians in the valley.
He succeeded a Franciscan, Father William, who had been in
the Valley from the middle “80%s. Father Habin's first vallcy
chuech was of trec poles and arrow weed on the Martinee Reser-
vation. In 198 he direcced the building of 2 20 = 20 - fomx
adobe chapel, which unail 1926 was the only Cathole church
building in the walley. Palm Springs post office established
May 12 with Frank B, Housom, master, Flood washes our
MeCallum's 16-mile stone-lined irripavion ditch from the
Whitewarer REiver,

1891 — Tingman purchases southeast 160 acres in Section
23 where four vears baver {1294) he kad oun the Indio Townsie,
He provided 3 general ssore, had a well dug by a Pog Rhoads,
provicked o stable and cotml for the feeightens and wavelers, He
prospected for gold in the Linde San Bernardinos and
prubstaked prospeciors. On January 12 2 Missson Didaan
Commision was orcated and authorized 1o seleor reservations
for each band.

1893 — Stare Legislature ercared Riverside County taking
ahout 390 square miles from San Bernardine County and 6,410
from San Dicpo Coumnty,

1894 — Lsing a rotary well rig, railroad drilled well ar
Walters bringing n a great artesian well, the pressure pushing
the warer nearly 20 inbo the aif, Repars are that the
railroad was able 1o fill six rank cars or more at a tme, In the
day of steam engines, this was a boon, because previously wells
an the rail line were small and poor producers. Tingman kaid
out Indio Townsive. Droughe parched orchards in Palm Springs
drea.
1895 — Firsi valley school opens at Palm Springs, part of
Banning school disirict

1896 — First lower valley grammar school opened with a
tent and seven pupils east of Indio depot. Railroad boossed s
reflroad hotel and diming om. Posengers had 3 20 minuee
stop for dining with the conducter wiring ahead the food or-
ders. Walters post office opens with James R. Mamin, post-
master. Tingman had Elon Proctor deill fimt hand-operated
hydmaulic rig well back of his nore.

1897 — Rev. Sylvester A, Mann, father of Edith Boss. pur-
chased two lots in new ownsie, conducted First Provestant
community church service in the tent school. He came here in
1896, Indio School Disticr organized March 2. first valley
schaosl desuric,

Among ncw homestcaders this year were: |. K. Ross, F. 5.
Evererr, Mr. Cooper, north of townsive; Whitpin, Royal,
Powers, Elgin and Fred M. Johmson, west of wownsite, James
Moore homesicaded in the northwest quarier of Section 26,
and Lincoln Casebeer on the southeass quarter. H. E. Tallent
opened the second general store in Indio.

1898 — James Moore brought his wife, Elizabeth, and son,
Othe, 1o sertle on the homestead which is included in the asea
west of Oasis od Monroe seumh of Highway 111 Cinderells
Counney, fit white child born in the valley. Home was
located on what is now Towne Sereet. just south of Miles
Avenue in Indio, First adobe one room school buily in Indioe
where Elks Lodge now stands on northwest corner of Fargo and
Bliss. Indio Lodge 438, Independent Order of Odd Fellows

organized in February,

189 — David in the first white boy was born on a
homestead west of Indio, the Elgins moved to an adolbe west of
Jackson nonth of the riload. Dr. Walter T, Swingle, hot-
ticuliurist with the U, 5. Department of Agriculwre, arranged
for the first shipment of Algenan date palm offshoos. About
60 people lived in the Indio environs, 40 in Coachella and
about 60 in Mecea,

1900 — First large, mechanical, hydraulic well drilled in In-
dio. Mortmar appears on railtosd maps a3 2 siding. previously a
wanion onlv. Area well dnllers included: Johin Holliday and
parmner Lincoln Casebeer, Henry McKay, Claud Cooper. Rush
and Thomas, Thomas and Sanford, W', W. Wright, W. A
Saatholl and Will Everert. “"Happy'* Lundbeck homesteaded
cast of Indean Well, name immarnahized when **Point Happy '™
named for the man known for being an coceniric,

1900 — George L. Keith became first storekeeper in Ther-
mial, then known as Kokell {an adapiation from Coachella),
Thermal was name of railroad station. which name was later
sdopred by community,

19 — Firss water by canal from Coloradns River reached
Imiperial YWalley. Beginming in 1901 unul aboui 1908 ' oolonis
fares'” were offercd scothens from Chicago to the West Coast for
$33 and brought maore than 100,000 o California. J. L. Rector
credived wirh laying our Coschells Townste, ser aside two
blocks in center of Enthpm:m for a city park. He ofpanized
first cantaloupe growers associaton and E:.nh an ke plant.
Called mieeting in carly summer to resolve name of new com-
munity which was located at Woodspur siding. He changed
name of land company w0 Coachella Valley Land & Warer
Company, Front Street was renamed Cantaloupe Avenuc.

1901 — Coachella Valley Submarine, a weekly newspaper
was started by Randolph R. Freeman, on November 27, on the
southwest comer of whar s now Farge and Blos, Valley's
Eoiuh:inn claimed eo total 250 whites and abour 600 Indians.

ell post office opens May 10 with Byron A. Nordyke,
Postmaster, Coachella post office established November 30
with George C. Huntingron, postmaster,

1902 — Preshyeerian Church organized in Coachella. Rev.
Albent Dilworth had 25 members. He was father of Nelson
Dilwomh, California Stace Legislator many years. Kokell Schaool
district organized in Thermal in *'Litile Green Schoolhouse™
where Bapaist Church is now locared. It had ane teacher, mine
pupils in firse fall class in two-room building. School moved 1o
present location in 1912, Kokell post office became Thermal
June 7 with George L. Keith, postmaster. The name Kokell
exists only as a sereer name woday and on a special school there.

1903 — Howard Ezra Gard came to Indio 1o work for
Tingman. When Tingman sold sore wo Hunter and Pierce that
year, Gard was employved by H. E. Talleny who operated stone
where Porrer Hotel locared roday. Gard purchased store in
1906, became postmaster, Justice of the Peace, from 1903 1o
1914, ar age 24. Published 2 newpaper, ladio Index, in 1907.
1909. N. O, Nelson sebected a sive nonth of Indio depor for a
health camp. Dr. June Roberson (McCarroll), fst railroad
nurse, became ws doctor unl it closed in 1908,

1903 — C. V. Masonic established with . Cathron
promoting its organization. General Miles for whom Miles
Avenue, Indie, named, visited the walley, Walter's School
niiltitl opens school in Meoca, Mes Hilml:ml I_":: :('m.'hﬂ'.
McDonald and Young build hotel in Coachella, On September
26 the community of Walters, named when the milroad firse
buikk siding in 1877, changed its name 10 “"Meoca' ar
suppestion of K. Holtby Myers, founder of Mecea Land Com-
pany. (Westways February 1951), George L. Cirnis was namiecd
postmaster of Mecca,



Bernard Johnson made firs large commercial impottation of
date palm offshoows and planted some on ten agres near John-
som Stteet cast of Mecca., (A county histonical monumcint marks
the site on Mational Avenuve.) First Bapeiss Church organized
im Thermal with Rev, Lloyd, pastor. Among charner members
was | W, Mewman,

1M — Genrpe White, 14, bocame it Coachella Valley
graduare of a grammar school. U. 5. Dae Experimensal
Station cstablished cast of Mema by Depanment of
Agriculivre, A pew Indio plar deawn with Huneer and Perce
maming some of the streers. Jois Payne and brothen came o
valley vo homestead. George Whanon James, writer, estimared
Indio's population ar aboug 100,

1905 — Colorads River breached new headworks of intake
of main irrigation canal to Imperial and for two years the river
flowed unimpeded into Salton Sink with water reaching 193
feer below sea level, nearly tcaching Mecea, before being
halted by herculean effons of Southern Pacific which had
moved its radlroad tracks twice and was preparing for a third
mave to higher ground. This vear | W, Mewman came pet-
manently 1o the Thermal area engaged in farming and
couperative work, later became president of the Coachella
Valley Home Telephone and Telegraph Company.

1906 — MNew Liverpool salt works abandoned because of in-
nundation by nising Salten Sea.

1907 — February 11 ampaging Colorado River finally diver-
ted from Imperial Valley and Salien Sink back inte Gulf of
California.

1908 — Kokell School Disteict become Thermal Grammar
Sglvowl Dristriee,

1908 — First of three Los Angeles to Phocnix road races go
thraugh Indey and Mecca, The 1908 cveni was wan by Cal.
Fenner in White Steamer in sliphtly under 24 hours for 413
mile trip via Sakt Creck Wash, Fall of 1909 evemt won by Joe
and Lows Mickeent in Buick, 19 houwrs, 40 minuees. Movember
10, 1910 event won byHarvey Hernickin Kissel in 20 hours_ 22
finuics

1904 — Two-roam frame chool howse buily on pancel cass of
Oasis. south of Bliss, in Indio. Desent Inn nﬂ'mllg opened in
Palm Springs in October offering tont accommodanions and
home-cooked meals, operated by M, Nellic Coffman.

1 — Thermal school tmestees purchased % acres from
Thermal Land and Water Co. for §750. A sew building wo be
buili costing abour $6.200 stucco, mission style. The *"Pasa.
dena Colony'™ was growing south af Indw. & new pail was
being buily in Indio in Februsry 1w replace the milmad e
“hooscpow " with a frame banlding and 18 x 20 siecl cage. Los
Angeles Examiner reported death of Arhuor C, Bardy who was

Father Florian Hahn, Early Priest

Father Floran Hahn, a Franciscan pricst, began visaung the
Indian reservations in the 1890°s, Before 1900 he had buile the
first church in the valley with the help of Indians on the Mar-
unez Reservarion, east of Valerie Jean. It was built where an
adolbe chapel of ““The Holy Names of Jesus and Mary™' was
mer locared. The siructure was cottonwood poles, and a thick
mating of arfow weed with an adobe floor. He also helped the
Palm Springs Indians build their original adabe chapel on their
Frservation.

Some bitorsans say this well mear old Indiam well west of Poins
Happy war oy Saw Bermardine Cowwly o 1870 fo md
.ﬂ':l'l'n"-;n.'.l'.l o :btsﬂﬂﬂrhwﬂmﬂ'. Ohebers say ﬂrj. Clawide Elfis ix
Handmg mesr reemeans of well v 1906 comntracted by Riversrale
County. The Indien dug well from which the City of Indian Wells
Imhﬂﬂm:mﬁrﬂm’mﬂ.&ﬂﬂhrwﬂ'mﬁt:zm REdT bhar i
moir Higphusay 111 eant of Miles Avemue interiection.

— . V. Historecad Soceery Codfection

“Founder of a scrtlement known as Bradywville five miles south
of India.”" Indio Index repored an Indian program at Maninez
with four n-.-lrru:unnl reicipating in games, baschball,
dances, fire caring. C g;ruln'n Visel was editor of the Coachella
Valley Mews. Late in rrhm:n' W. E. Evercte, presicdemt of the
Baoard of Trade, put on an opening dance in the new hall of the
ice company’s building. Mussic by M. Kemp and Mis
Fouquer. €. L. Compron was edivor of the Submanne an
Thermal, Four Astoria, Oregon, men were reponied 1o have
had *'a successful rabbit hunt inthe Indian erﬁmmnn n

1909 — Indio Index repored the Indio Health Camp had
been “'broken up for neacly a year™ and the land locared had
been sold ro others in April. Newspapers were advertising Boss
Oweralls *'with the roomy seat. " Fred A, Willes was reporied o
have bought & half inverest in 2 palm oasis north of Indie and
“will begin work at once on ditches 1o lead the warer w his
ranch which lies near where the stream has a flow of 40 miners
inches, 20 of which he will divert for irrigation. ' A somewhat
similar operation was reponed for the opposste side of the
valley [Decp Canvon area) “'by Carpenter and Foliz where
Folez has filed on $00-inches and pipec lasd 1o carey water some
ewo miles diseame,

A new 2-story rooming house was being buile by |. F. Man-
ning next 1o the Indio School on Fargo. Indio school census in
May showed 45 families, 82 children of which 44 were of school
ape. Bruce Dummaond of the Dare Expeaiment Station advised
valley ressdends *'Shasta Daisics will do well here, ' The 5.P.
Depor park was a “beaury spor.”” An Oakland auio iouning
group en roue g0 Maine said worse road encouncered was thar

1%



from Palm Spongs to Indio, driving 4-cylinder, 6-homse
Thomas 'F]:prn. C. V. Mews: was wold Jun-:' # 1o _I L. Recior,
Charles M. Jones with Randolph Freeman, formerly of The
Submarine 1o be editor, Harold Bell Wright had contracied 1o
write five new books, he had wrinen “"Shepherd of the Hills™,
the Index reported, Dr, H. F. Harmer was practicing dentistry
in Indio, Coachella and Mecca. Salt Lake Rail Co. was
reported surveying for a roure from Flynn, ncar Needles, o
Cabazon thence 1o Banning and Riverside, in June. In 5ep-
tember Morman “"Happy'' Lundbeck, C. A. Chapin, Mr. Wm.
Blar, J. C. O'Neal, P. J. Epright and Milerman were
developing Indian Wells area. In October the Index reporved

mands were being made to remove old culvent of Southem
Pacific at corner of Fargo and Miles “"built years ago when the
ditch along the railroad was necessary o camy the flood
warers when the Whitewarer came down the valley . . . the dix-
ch is closed above town and is uteerly useless | . . the cormer by
the post office is filled for hours by a large stream of water
coming down the road from the jce plant.” The Methodist
Church was organized with 22 members. Dr. J. A. Piner,
Dusrice Superintendent, compleung organization. Rev, C W,
Babcock had been holding services in the old school house, in
Oxtober, Indio opened new 2-room frame school Menday,
MNovemnber 15 on Bliss Sy,

1910 — A valley Fair and festival of daces held at Coachella
in December, with horse races on main street, barbecue, In-
dian dances, exhibics, Walvers School Discrice becomes Mecca
School District. A Mr. Coolidge homesteads 160 acres south of
Two Bunch Palms near Desern Hot Springs as first scitler in
that area, Fist C. V. High School essablished and opened Sep-
rember 10. In 1916 moved o land domated by G. H. Narbon-
me on Avernee 36, Coachells Valley Vepeiable Union co-op
starved for ondons,

1911 — Ensign School on Avenue &0, joins Thermal
in 147 1o become part :E Thermal Union Grammar Schoeol
Deistrict. Coteon gin established in Arabia bur soon closes,
baled 100 bales in 1912, Economic conditions and ¢ cotton
idled the gin,

1911 — First cransconuinental airplane fight from New York
to Los Anpeles reached Impertal Juncoion Movember 3, 1911,
flew awer Salton Sink to reach Banning November 4. Plane was
piloted by Calbraith Perry Rodgers in a Wright Bros, plane
namcd *"Win Fizz Flyer'',

1212 — In March, The Date Palm, a3 weckly newspaper,
established by |. Win Wikon (now Indio Daily News). In
Desert Hor Springs anca MoGarger family homeitcaded on
Dillon Road. In May Woman's Club of Indio organized with
Mrs. Esarella Hall, president, (Tt was Alurian Club, :_Hi:imllﬁ.
chanped o Woman's Club of Indio in 1906.) Methodisy church,
South, known as Westside Church organized by Elder J. . M.
Kinscy. Rev. | W. Allen first pastor, Erccted church in 1913,

First Housing Project

In 1BBZ the Mew Liverpool 3alt Refinery Company was
operating at Salon on Salton Sea. It consisted of a large
refinery, several miles of muls, vwo small engines, twelve
mintagure flar cars o haul saly to the Southern Pacific main
ling. It employed 1800 men, mostly Yuma and Cahuilla In-
disns and men of Mexican ancestry. They lived in barracks at
the Salton siding. The enterprise was abandoned wo the rising

Salton Sea afver the Col o River breached ins levees below
Yurog i 1905,
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First Mational Bank in Coachella, valley's first bank, opened
December 6.

1913 — Zaddic Bunker comes 1o Palm Springs. Carl Lykken
came o Palm Springs, opened first szore, became postmaster.
Cabot Yersa homesteads near Diesern Hoe Springs along with
Bob Carr. Jessie A. Ivw named postmater at new office
“Arabia", Auguit 22. On August 28 Thousand Palms, which
was once Edom, gor its post office with Carme B. Geiger as
postrmustress, B, G, Oweman moved o his Coachella ranch, Firg
graduates of Coachella Valley High School were Roy Compron
and Ora Ruggles. In 1914 Mabel Ivy was the sole graduare, and
in 191% May Cary. In 1916 there were five graduates: Arnhur
Westerfield, Glenford Mathews, Ethel Miller, Mary Harmon
and Melvin Basbee.

1914 — Southern Sietras Power Co, transmission lines reach
Coachella Yalley connecting with Bishop, via 3an Bemarding,
Drasis School Distnice organized with firse classes held Fall of
1916, onc teacher, 11 pupils. Otho Moore and Ed C. Gillete
staned ourdoor picture shows on Fargo during summers only.
Charles Yost moved to his Oasis arca ranch, Coumty Super-
visors call elecrion January 23, 1913, for Indio Levee Districy
with ]. A. Sample, Ward N. Fancher and ] Win Wilon elec-
ted truseecs

191% — Palm Springs builds first onc-room frame school,
whech became 3 owo-room frame school in 1922, Coachells
Valley Stormwater District organized August 7 and assumed
Indio Levee Dusonot works and obliganons with |, H. North-
up, idene; |, W. Mewman, sceretary, and Charles Mc
Donald, direcror, (In June 1916 %W, M. Fancher, presdens, C.
B. Jones, and Newman clecved for 8 owo year term. ) Firse unies
of new C. V. High School under construction on 10 acre site on
Avenie 36, Edom, named afier an ancicnt Near East couniry,
gers post office briefly. (Edom changed 1o Thousand Palms in
1939, on petition of people, but siding retained name. ) Dates
were exhibited and awarded prizes at Panama-Pacific Ex-
posvion in San Francisco.

1916 — Alturan Club scares Dirsg valley libeary in Indio with
few books and apple crare shelves, Indian Wells School Diseric
ofganizes (leaving Coachella Dastrice) with 10 pupils and one
teacher, Five graduate from new CV High school site which was
completed in time for graduation but classes did not begin
there until Fall, Thermal Growerns Assoctaton orgamized to
handle big onion crop, Pearson’s Cash Grocery, A. L. Prarson,
Frop., opened in Coachella.

1917 — County official estimates six tons of muller being
scincd daily from Salton Sea duning spawning scason, Toral
muller supply in sea estimared ar %00 rons up 300 per cent
from three years ago. H. T. Fothergill building new ice factory
in Indio. George Phelps was putting new canvas roof on Air-
drome Theatre in Enn:i:lln in March. Editor of the Date Palm
saw Coachella Valley supporming 70,000 people if the 4000
ACres oW irn’g;l_qd expanded (o 10,000 acres or more. The
Corzl Reef Permanent Road Division, shrough the couny
supcrvisors, lei contract for 4% miles of oiling, 24 % miles of
brusthing and grading, and &% miles of clearing roads !:nt
$22,383.17 to John von Rader, Indio. March 7 petitions cir-
culated to organire new Farm Bureau Center by Chester A,
Sparcy. A. G. Proctor and R. H. Postlethwaite; 73 signed up
and named H. L Young, chairman, T, J. Grdley, scorcrary,
and George M, Beach, reasurer. Die, 5. 5. M. Jennings and
Beach were elected 1o the high school vrusiees, . W. King,
real cstave man, startled Indio resident by hanging large ban-
ner wcross Fargo reading: “Indio—Where Dates Grow™, In
May Mr. J. S, Divvers. of Dhvvers and Lewis, was building
cxtendive irrganion works from a diversion in Deep Canyon by
pipe and concrete canal 1o whar is now the Highway 111 and 74



JUTKCLION 1N Palm Desear. He EXp tedd @ manemiom flow of 2540
inches of wacer and planncd on constructmg several miles of
|1-i|1; and 3 |:|1'R{' reservoir, On Mav 18 _Imr |'|!t ]\'.r“cg. was the fir-
i Indio man o hear the call to coloms and enlist

Indian Wells sohood sold 34000 bond msue for new fromee
school, Valley telephone syitems consolidation under way by |
W.Mewman and others, The valley's agricultural crop produc-
thar wask cvtemaied ar $476.557 lrom 3063 aches bj: the COUnLyY
agriculturl commissioner. Impenal lee and Development Co
purchased Coachella ke plani, refurbished it w0 produce 30
tons of ke daily, H. B, Minister was operating former Gard and
Tallewn: 5Iu:ﬂ I:q,u_'h-:“:l. 1|.r:I|EI;"|.' nll;i_' Crowers Mdsn . Siafis
packing house in Thermal.

17T — Geoige Whanon James addiesscd Coachella Valley
High School Graduston class on “'Living Radiane Life.””
Crraduianes L ld :F.[t'm;ir Mariha FEEF\.I'\IJI:I. {il.l.d}'.'i E FlHlm:lh:_
Francis E. Low, Clande A. Pormer, Mabel L. Rau, Enoch Lloyd
Kecves, anl:{_l]nhn H. Taylor. Sepromber 14 A M. Peary startedd
g ance 3 week stage line o Riverside and return, Mes. Bessie
Baldwin was Indran Wells eeacker staving ae the ). . D'Neals
The C. V. Fesuval of Dages was held a1 Coachella Movembser 1 -
i, Mewspapers were C. V. Submarine in Thermal, Victor
Green, publisher, The Date Palm, Indio, |. Win Wilson,
publisher and the Coachella Bee in Coachella. Wiall Havhurs
was feported in June o be “pushing Indio Mutual Telephone
Co. hines woward Palm Springs. "’

198 — After pﬂhium had been filled December 5, 1917,
an election held January 5 approved formacon of the Coachella
Valley County Warer Diesarict by a vote of 342 to 49, Secretary
of Stare cerrified District incorposation Januwary 16, March 6
clection named D, 5. 6. M _jl-e;nnl.ngi Ben L rhn Muarihall
K. White, Chester qr.utrg. and V. E, Metzler to the Bosrd of
Directars which held osganizanonal meening May 6, California

Date Assn, built firse packing plant. 40 x 120 feer in
Coachella ar interscenion of stare highway and Broadway.

Freight Lines To Mines

Early prospectors, miners and freighters in the Little San
Bernardino and Pinte Mouneains wsed a crail o Comonwood
5|'||||:|p:'|- then o Mecea for :.1.:|1-|.1hn- and mail i 1890, The roure
o Mecca ook five days from the Dale Miming Daserece, the
Banning tnip ook six days and the rip 1o Amboy three days
The Brooklyn Mine was located and worked by John Burt and
F. |. Borford, Los Angeles maning men, that vear. la 1808
Coachella Valley Pioneer George Blackburn and Phil Moss ran
six and cight-mule freight lines into the Eagle, Pimto and Hexic
Mountains from Mecca

. Win Wilson purchased rdle Arabiz Covton Gin and put
FIRECe] upenqi-:m Iuling 125 bales from 124 acres peoduced by
Mac and John von Rader, William Overacker and Edgar Smiith
Abour 500 acees planted in 1919, and by 1920 it was estimaned
thar the ag Cage 1|1|:-rn.:||;|p|_';|. 2000 {}II_].]:H:I;JT:.' 2R, new India |
0,0, F, Lodge was chanered with C. W, Burdick, P. G,

1919 — Cash Buyers Union, organized in 1912, repomed
members shipped 12, 688 crates of Malagas this year for 2 togal
net return n:rii $20.289.64. R. G. Ouman was presadent, C. R
Cawthon, vice president, Oteo Geialer, B. A, Teagle, H. W,
Procuor, directors, and 5. ©. Fulcher, sccpctary-manager. In
March a new Masonic Temple building was being erccred in
l:n:u' hl;”: Inn E-rpl |:n'|.|_'||:r India |.i.£|'|'| ing Diisgrect com plt'll'd- fir-
st sereet lighas inthe valley. In November Black Lumber Co

Heary ratns drowgde foodiug to ey tmeerseciron of Mites awd Semarr iw fado e Seprember j§38. — CF Mirarncal Socrety Callecron
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EARLY VIEW OF PALM SPRINGS MAIN STREET

A riew of Palm Canyon Drive in the late teews and early 1920'r showimg Hotel La Palma. C.V. Hestoneal Socrety Colfecrion.

building new lumber yard in Thermal, New Gard building on
F;ugn;r |.|n|:f|;l rnni.l:lul.'!:iun h'l. A H. Lh:!u'f.l i Indiu. io have
sevond floor meeting room. First All-American Canal repon
sped and first canal ball (Ketener Ball) in Congress,

1919 — Four small houses were buly on Caravansary groun-
ds at Mecca, Other buildings include garage, suto shop by W
J. Mills, Frank Coffey was reported o have shipped along with
C, C,and W, C. Doren, 10,000 pounds of mangancee, Charles
Brown abo shipped mangancie and shipped two pons of rice
prown on his place, H. G, Woods, i manager of the C, ¥,
Telephone Company, was in failing health in Banning
Coachella Grammar School pupils invested $1246.50 in war
bonds and savings stamps and sent $12 1o French ar Christmas
for trees for children. In May Fargo Avenuc was being “plowed
up'’. palms and cottonwoods removed, 1o make way for new
h|nl|w;|:|.'_ Four anmy Fﬂ;nn landed o Wil Jiln'i- :."‘jif:a field
west of Standard Oil plant in Coachella, sold $14,000 in War
Bonds on May 7. Ar end of May rthe old Fargo Streer brdge
over dreain on south side of rracks was removed, and the Dare
Palm repored ""it was always in the way.”" Unied Stages ap-
plicd to serve the Los Angeles to Brawley arca. In August it was
reported that the Holtby Mycrs ingereses in the ©, V. Home
Telephone and Telegraph Company were purchased by local
people, It was estimated that 300 people lived in the valley and
S000 acres were under cultivanon by the Riverside Press. Elec-
tric power lines were being extend w Marshall™s Cove (La Quin-
ta) in Chiober, whete Mairs, Iekes and Morgan were building
the valley's only four sgory house

1920 — [ndio Methodiss Church sells firm church building,
former first Indio school building, comer Bliss and Fargo, w
Dddicllows Lodge, beging building new church ay Fargo and

I8

Requa, (Church now at Bequa and Degler Moor.) Second Kers
tner canal bill introduced, Thermal reported 1hipping Bl cars
of produce. In February conwrace ler for pordoen of Indio o
Brawley highway, including widening of former paved narrow
stretches

Thermal Growers Union elected George M. Beach, |, W
Newman, Al Hayward, C. E. Flum and 5. A. Stone, direcrors
January 21 Coachella Lodge, Free and Acocpred Masons #7536,
inspieeted in Coachella, constiturcd Movember 20, Manin
Cawthon, Maswer., 37 membens. O, E. 5 imsviewted in
February, Charles Yosr named pressdenn of Moo Growers
Assn, with B, W, Blackburn, vice president; W. D. Gibbs,
secretary, and E. B, Ames, C. L. Edmunds a5 directors,

5. P. land Company offering three groups of lands rosalling
10, 19% acres, undeveloped, in center of valley, the “alkaline'”
arca, for §16.50 to 525.00 an acee. A bill was inproduced in
Congress proposing 1o make Palm Canyon a MNagional Park
Kochler Feod Storc builds building on Jackson. (Fred Kochler
came to the Valley in 1909, farmed on Shady Lane, Coachella,
i 1918 H'Inl.'tﬂ to lindio and went inio rantler botiness, ihen
baihc Amenican Railway Express butlding. Frances became fimm
agent., in 1924 Francs became township constable serving unial
1944. He became Indio’s firsy cheef of police in 1930, )

In March the Coachelln Valley American Legion Post was
organized with Jerry Robens the firt commander. In 1921
Creorpe Ames became commander; Washingion Mclnoyre, vice
commander: Leland Yos, adjurani: B. M. Wood, treassser,
and Henry Briggs, executive officer. In 1919 the valley shipped
19 rail carloads of Malaga grapes.

1920 — On Apnl 1 the Coachella Parent-Teachers
Association was organized. In May an attempt to incorporate



Coachella failed because of heavy opposition before the Coun-
1y Supcrvisors heanng. In Scprember | Win Wilson moved his
Arabea comton gin o Theomal anthe aold Johnion Lumber Co
properey, On July 21 the First MNadonal Bank in Indio opeacd:
C. E. French, Pressdent and |. €. Bawd, cashier. by Scptember
B had deposits of §535,884.21, The Federal census showed Indio
with 1187 Coachella 1016; Thermal 888, and Mecca 5831

1920 — A six-inch car on August 24 was reported in Sania
Rosa mountains causing heavy damage in Coral Reef arca as
well a5 1o Narbonne Ranch, Pawley, Nance and Webstier man-
ches, Tormo Reservanoen, Shady Lane was a niver and Coachella
Aooded, 3 washour ar Mosnmere held wp vains, India’s dae
station feported 3,67 inches. On October 20 The Date Palm
reported thar " Angel’s View'" was first formed on the San
_h: imio fooihill, vmble from Garner, |:|:|.' an curtliqual:-r i
F2IE. Thermal State Bank was oigpanizing on MNovember
topened in Febmuary 2, 1920) with E, E, Black, president; W
[, Gibbs, vice president, and |, W. Newman, treasurcr

1922 — Mecca-Blythe road approved by Legpislamure with
3300000 appropriatnion, Work started lae in Augus. (Gov.
W, . ."i-rr]:lhrm had vetoed ig o 19195 _Inhn Shaver reclooted
county Supervisor on Auguss 31. Served about 40 years,

In the decade thar followed agrculiuee cxpanded, s

tlements grew, schools and churches were buile and community

organizations were stared and fourshed. Warer problems
weie given seriows considerstion. A few examples of acovinies
will serve.

In 1922 the first Swing-Johnson Bill was introduced and on
Movember 24 the Calorada River Compact was cxcoutod m
Santa Fe secking w equitably divide the water of the river bet
ween the upper and lower basing, On May 24, 1924, the
Women's Club of Coachella Valley was founded with Mrs. W'

E. Yant as president. In May of 1923 Highway 99 was officially
l:II:H:III.‘ll with a Fuhl:u. drgeety dance in Indio on the |1|.-Hr|'r [!lu'n.d
intersection with Jackson Streer. In July 1924 the Indio Fire
Disorice was organized with |, Win Wilsan, Charles Green and
Arthur Wood, ending the dependency upon a volunceer
program, utilizing the Southern Pacific's employvees to fighe
fires, The firse ooty fire engine was delivered in November

On June 11, 192% the valley's firse service club, the Indio Ex.
change Club, was osganized. January 12, 1926, the Coachiella
Valley Lion"s Club held its first chareer meeting. Thic same vear
Fr. Francis dirccted the opening of the first Catholie Church,
Our Lady of Solitude in Coachella. The Indio Library grew o a
small room i a water company building in 1928, Afrer the ey
incorporated in 1950 it moved 1o the city hall in 1934 and in
1942 imsoved 1o the cormer of Miles and 'I.'Jq’.',h:l: Moor, .;'I.']n: Ly
dio Library District was organiced in 1940.) In 1928 the Swing-
Johnson Boulder Canyon Progect Ace passcd 1o contial the
Colorado and irngase the deseres.

Cin H:J.:.- 26, 1930, cinzens vored o incorporate Indw, At the
June 4 first council meeting were: LeRoy Pawley, fimo mavor;
A L Wood, C. N, Sinclarr, €. L. Green, and A. B, Marun,
councilmen; T. C. Yeager, oy attorney, lone MacKenzic, city
cletk; E. . Brnkley, ireasurer amd Francis Kochler, police
chief, Since then the ciies of Palm Springs (Apr. 20, 1918),
Coachella (Dec. 13, 1946). Desert Hot Springs, Indian Wells,
Palm Desem and Rancho Mirage have been incorporared
Highways have been buily, Interstate 10 completed, all roads in
the valley were improved and paved using a special road district
tax, a community juniof college esablished and maore lands
irngated because of the advent of Colomdo Biver waier via the
Coachells Canal in 1949

FREIGHTING WAGON IN 1909

Exgdrt mmule team pulled this freighting wagon to the rear of M. E. Tallent's Store in Indfio in 1909, Srare was where Potter Hovel &

Focared, If way forw doww whew Hipdway 0 war paved throwph Indio

— €. ¥. Hirtorcal Society Collection
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MODERK LAKE CAHUILLA AT ENDOF THE COACHELLA CAMAL

Here s @ weedend view of the modern Lake Cabunlia bolding abons 1300 aere fee af warer &t the termnas of the Coacdella Brawed of
the Al Amerrcan Canal, east of La Quinia, west of Jefferson beiween Avennes 56 anid 38, Construcied in 1969 by the avea ierved by
the camal, phe fake 8 phree guarters aof & wale fomp and abouy hall thay swide, It iy srocked wird bavg awal cagfivk durinp phe isniimer
and fromd i e winier. Operased j) the Rivertide Cownity Parks Deparement ai a recreasiomal facdivy it atiracis thonsanas af rwim

meri, prenichkers, hikery, fishers ana imali. boaters. Canal waser v stored in the lake wiich lies dighely below sea level on the edge of
the awcient Lade Cabwidls which covered seach of the valley iowth of Wailingtow Street about 600 years ago.

— CHCWD Phoato
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ASTRUONAUTS CAPFTURE INCREIMBLE PANOEAMA OF VAR T SUOLUTHWES]

.I-J:"Jl fere 2t |'..|'t.l'|'..: FROE, ."-n-.l'.'.ux dernn PBarts af rhrey LEREE T, il .."‘.l"--n'n.-..;'r.l'..“.i‘"r'.l' i I |"!p A iprrmdi i f.'n.-fl.".ld'.m..l' Loy e oo
g phe world af the speed of 17,000 miles an bour and af @ beight of 123 miles. Theer capinle, a cormer of which can be e a3
dowwer left bana part of prctwee, wan dpcated felow tbe U8 -Mexaco border jonrbeant of Sam Dhivgo when the pucture wai taken, Priw
crpal focamon are mumbered av follows: 1, Salfton Sea; 2, Coachells Valley, 3 .l'nu'l.'l.rru." Falley; 4. L. X. . Meewo Line Fhnru g i
Calemro-Meocal, 3, Al Amercan Canal; 6, Yuma, 7, Impenal Dams! 8, Biytbe anad Palo Verae Valiey; 9, Parker lndian Reser
pafion iw Arzowa; 10, Labe Havarw on Colorads Rever awd Havirw Coby; 11, Needles awd Topack Marsh; 12, Cortomwood Core on
Codorauln Kiver; 11, Lake Mead on Hoover Dam; 14, Grana Canyon Conmiry; 15, Ragpuaff area; 16, Phoesix Valley; 17, Whiir
Moswizn iv Exriers Arrcong, and 18, New Mexgco, veder dlowd cover. Nofe curegainres of the eavih a1 fafe af Ir\-Jn-.m "n.'.-il';.'n.-.r L
furmiibed CHFCIFD by NATA
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21 PUPILS, ALL AGES, AT FIRST VALLEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL

T har agodeg way bydlt i 15098 and served av aw [ndio community conier and for Sunday wortbep for many years. In 1908 the whood
woErd Frl.'hl'ul-. £l .ﬁ-; & framy J-foom ﬁ#n‘-ﬂﬁt_{ fovated af Oaini aua Rirce, Tibe abore N p‘rr_h:,u"f.r.. #dl f‘i#]:n It wai located om e movith
werd cormer of B

awd Bliiy, where the Bl Lodpe mow itawmal, This picrure was believed o bave beew jdben aboui 1903, See
gy ' SOy i Tihe Belf 1w fower 8 mow ry fromd af b fefferion Scoow sdmomciirarron cemser om Popbuway 11T om Deafro, I war
domated by the rairosd

— L. V. Hizdorrcal Saceety Collection
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